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INTRODUCTION. 



Tbk wnter is a believer in tlie Divine authority of the 
Scriptures — ^he flcbnowledgea no standard of right and 
wroDg but the Will of God, and denies the expediency 
.of any act which is forbidden by Uws dictated by Infi- 
nite Wisdom and Goodness. This avowal will prepors 
the reader to find in the following' pages many opinions 
not having the stamp of public approbation. Patriot- 
bin, honor, glory, and national prosperity, are terms to 
which the Christian and the mere pohtician attach dif- 
ferent ideas, and estimate by different standards. He 
who admits the auihority-of the Bible will not readily 
acknowledge that whatever is "highly esteemed among 
men" must be right, nor that what is unpopular is, of 
course, wrong. 

In the following Review, the jtullie conduct sod 
opinions of public men are freely and fearlessly can- 
rassed, but in no instance, it is hoped and believed, at 
the expense <A truth. In justice to the writer, the 
leader is earnestly entreated to bear in mind the dis- 
tinction between the statemeat of a Jhil, and the ex- 
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4 IKTBODUCnoK. 

pression of an opinion. Conscioiu of his own aiuioiis 
and often laboriouB efibrts to secure accuracy of detail, 
and of qnotation, the author flatters himself that his 
facta will be found incontrovertible — for hiii opinions 
he claims no infallilnlity, and anUcipates no general 
assent 

The Review has far Ic^tier objects than those of an 
historical record. Jt aims to recommend and enforce 
the duty of preserving Peace, by exhibiting the wicked- 
ness, the baseness, and the calamitous consequences of 
a victorious War, effecting all the ends for which it waa 
waged. It seeks to warn the country against that ad- 
miration of military prowess, which, by d^rading in the 
public estimation the virtues which conduce to the hap- 
piness and security of society, and hy fostering the arta 
and passions which mimster to human destruction, ia 
corrupting the morals .and jeoparding the liberties of 
the Republic. It strives to excite the abhorrence of 
tb« good for that statesmiuiE^p which seeks the ag- 
grandizement of the country in defiance of the laws of 
God ; while by presenting a true portrait of the patriot, 
it would ^n afford some aid in detecting spurious re- 



Such are the purpoaea for which the design of the 
Beview waa conceived and executed. The author hopea 
' for a heariiig, not from the selfish throng ignobly strug- 
gling in the political arena for ofScs, and power, and 
m<Hiey, and lavishly sqnandmng in the strife tbur own 
truth and honor, and the pnUie good ; but from that 
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■mall, ytt increasing nnmber, who are inquiring how tar 
their' relations to the State are to be governed by the 
precepts c^ Chriatianity. 

The maxim that "all's fair in politics," and the mon- 
Btrons frauds, falsehoods, and foigeries, atleoding almost 
every important election, illustrate the lamentable /aet, 
that in general "Beli^on has nothing to do with poli- 
tics." But religious people in vast numbers have muob 
to do with politics, and too often seem to think that in 
their character of office-holders, or office-seekers, they 
have received a dispensation from the obligations of the 
Horal Law. Such persons, should they d«gn to read 
the ensmng pi^es, may posably be reminded nrith 
profit, that moml responsibttlty is not attached solely 
to such of onr acHons as may be termed private and 
domestic, but that "God will biing every work into 
judgment" — works done in poIiticBl meetings, at elec- 
tions, and even on the floor of Congress : and, that aa 
there is an express prohibition agwist following " a mul- 
titude to do evil," no majority, however great, can be 
pleaded in justificatjon of crime, or in mitdgation of 
pnmshment. 
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REVIEWOP THE MEXICAN WAE. 



OHAPTBKI. 

BULT BiroRTi TO WlKMt W* nw mRQA- 

Lomsuvx -wu ceded b;^ P»nc4 (o Spain in 1T62, and 
Ttttored to the former power in 1 8Q0. Throe je^n after, 
it was cfeded by France to the tTnited States, lu none 
of theae cessifSns, was there any Bpecifiqalion of bounda- 
ries. He t«rtitary was a vast undefined rej^on east of 
the Mis^ssippi ; and with rare exceptions, untenanted by 
avilized inhabitants. It, of course, adjoined tbe Spaiush 
dominions in Mexico, bat the separating line could not 
ea^y be ascertained. Aa the American settlements in 
Louisiaoa extended, the question of boundary necessanly 
became a matter of discussion, between the governments 
cf Spam and the United States. This question was finally 
settled in 1819, by a treaty with Spun, in which the con- 
tracting; powera severally ceded to each other, all claims 
to territory beyond their respective sides of a defined 
line. 

In 1820, the State of Missouri, formed out of the Lou- 
iuana territory, was admitted into the Umon as a slave 
State. To facintate its admission, and to overcome the 
formidable opposition of the Northern States, to the 
incorporation into the confederacy of another slaveholdlng 
State, the slaveholdera proposed and effected the celd»lt- 
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10 KEVIEW or THE MEXICAN WAB. 

ted Miwonri eompromite, a kw decWing thkt in fntan 
sUm7 should be prohibited north of 36° 30" north lati- 
tade. 

It VBB not long bowerer, before it was discovered that 
thii Uissouri compromise, together with the soulbem 
bonndaiy of the Uniled States, as defined in the Spwuih 
trea^ of 1819, had reduced iritbia comparatively narrow 
limits, the area from which slave States might beraafcer 
be formed ; with the eicieptioo of Florida, the territory 
south of the I£ssoari compromise line, was not probably 
aufBciMit for more than two States. 
: The State of Louiioana yia* separated irvntthe Spanish 
province ot Texas, by the Sabine river, and the soil, cli- 
mate, and poeitim of that province, rendered it a desiia- 
ble acquisition to the BlaveboltTing interest. Various 
expedients were fh>m time to time devised, to obtain poa- 
•es^on of this coveted territory — forcible Reizure-:-coIo- 
nization — purchase — independence, and annexauon. The 
first was attempted soon after the Spanish treaty, had 
extinguished all claims of the United States to Texas, aa 
included within the territory of Louisiana. 

A man named James Long, without about seventy-five 
lawless adventurers, left Natchez on the 17tb June, 1819, 
and proceeded to Nacogdoches, about forty miles within 
the limits of Texas. On the 23d of the same month, he 
there issued a proclamation which may be regarded as the 
first step in that career of fraud, falsehood, and violence, 
which ultimately led to the annexation of Tesas, and the 
war agwnst Mexico. In this document, which was pro- 
bably prepared in the State of Mississippi, Long, styUng 
himself President of the Supreme Council of Texas, 
declared " that the citizens of Texas, have long indulged 
the hope that m the adjustment of the boundaries of the 
Spanish possoswons in America, and of the territories of 
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tbe Umted States, they Bboold b« inoliided vithm th« 
fimita of the latter." As this hope had been dissipated 
by the recent treaty, the proehunation proceeds to 
announce the indepeodeDce of the Repuduc or TaxAs. 
This paper, was of course, intended as an invitation to 
American citiiens to repao- to Long'a standard, and parti- 
cipate with him id the intended plunder ; and it was 
•onseqnently published in the Louuiema SenUd, printed 
in New Orleans. 

In a little while, the whole party were dispersed, soma 
b^ng Irilled, and the others taken ptiaoners by tba 
Spaniards.* 

The plan oi lOolonimdon was next adopted. Moaaa 
Austin of Missouri, in 1821, obtained leare from th« 
Spanish authoritieB, to introduce three hundred fanuliea 
into Texas, on certun conditions. The permisuon waa 
granted, as is said, on the representation of Austin, that 
Catholics were oppressed in the United States, and it ma 
agreed that all the settlers to be introdneed by biro, 
should be cJ the oppressed religion. Austin dying, the 
grant was in 1633, renewed to his son, who commenced a 
colony on the Braios, with emigrants from Tennessee, 
Uissisaippi, and Louisiana. By the renewed grant, the 
settlers, it is asserted, were to be exduuvely Cathohcs; 
hut whatever waa thnr creed in other respects, they were 
believers in the right of raan to hold property in man, 
and accordingly carried their slaves with them. 

In 1830, a body of emigrants from the Umted Slates, 
settled about Nacogdoches, again raised the standard of 
insurrectiott under a man of the name of Edwards, uid 
pabUshed a declaration of independenoe. They were, 
however,soon crushed by the Meiican forces. 

At the date of the boundary treaty, Mexico was » 
• Speech of Mr, SeTernnce in H, of B., Fch, i, 18*7. 
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■brehirfdiiig eoasttry, and its iie*r propinqiiity to our owa. 
sMtlemente, was on that account riewed with kaa jealoniy 
by Bouthem stateamen. 

The planters, as we have seen, might cross the lino 
with their slaves, aud pursue the cnldvation of sngar and 
cotton ; nor was any difficulty apprehended with r^;ard 
to the recoreiy of fugitives slares from the States. 

These border relatioos were, however, changed I^ » 
decree of the Mexican Congress of 13th July, 182i, 
prohibitisg the iutroduction of slaves from forogn com- 
tries. The Hexicam CcnstUution, adopted the sane yew. 
declared that no person should hereafter be bom a slave ; 
tints providing for the gradual but total idwUtioD of 
slavery throughout the Repablie. 

The United Pioviocea of Coahuila and Texas, foraaed 
one State, and its Constitution adopted in 1827, contaiaad 
an article (pving freedom to all who should be hereafter 
born, and prohibidng the introduction of slaves. The 
wot4[ of- emancipation was completed by a decree of the 
Mexican Congress of l&th September, 1829, manumitting 
every slave in Mexico. 

These successive measures not only frustrated the views 
of the colonists, and discouraged further emigration from 
the slave States, but greatly irrilated and alarmed the 
whole alavoholding interest. The future area of slavery 
had been greatly contiacted by the boundary treaty, and 
the Missouri compromise ; and' now that area was to be 
bounded on the south and east, as well as on the north, 
by an unlimited area of trebdou. Under such circum- 
stances, American slavery was doomed. The influence 
of the free States would soon predominate in the general 
government, and the growing spirit of abobtion would not 
mly extend into the south itself, but would in various 
ways, endanger the security and permanency of slave 
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property. The colonists in Terns, were at present too 
feeble to break tbe yoke of freedom imposed on them by 
the Mexican Government. Against that Govemment, tbe 
United States had no pretest for war ; and the treaty of 
boundary was too recent and too explicit, to permit any 
cl^m being made to the territory of Texas. But one 
resource was left, and that was purchase. 

The goTWament as early as the 15th March, 1827, 
instnioted Mr. Poinsett, our Minister in Mexico, that w« 
wished to ehangt the existing boundary, making it be^ 
at tba mouth of the Rio del Norte (Rio Grande), thence 
up the nvsir to the Rio Puereo, and then with the last 
rirsr to ita source ; thenca NOTth to the Arkansas, and 
with this to the 120 North Lat. ; and that for this chang» 
of boundary we would give one million of dollars. This 
modest proposal included almost the whole of Texas as 
at present claimed. 

The idea of purchase now took strong hold of the south- 
ern mind ; and great efforts were made to enlighten pub- 
Kc opinion on tbe importance of Texas, and the necesNty 
of ita acquisition. In 1829 a series of newspaper essays 
on the snbject appeared from the pen of Mr. Benton, a 
distjnguished Senator from Missouri. Of the character 
of these essays some opinion may be formed from the fol- 
lowing notices of them in the journals of the day. 

Tbe Edgtfield Carolinian, speaking of Texas, renuu-ked, 
" Some imposing Essays, ori^ally published in the St. 
Louis BwKOn, with the ugnature of ' Americwus,' and 
attributed to Col. Bentmi of the Senate, expltuning the 
circumstances of the treaty of IBIO, and displaying the 
advantages of the rttnxesaon, hav^ operated on the pub- 
lic mind in the West with electrical force and rapidity. 
The writer produces strong drcumstantikl proof that the 
fforrender of Texas resnlted from the subserviency of oar 
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negotiator to Spain in ber cinit«Bt with Uexieo, b^;«^er 
with tlie powerful subsidiary motive of hostility to the 
sonttiera and western sections of our country. Ameri- 
canus exposes the evila to the United States of this sur- 
render under twelve distinct heads. Two of them of 
particukr intereit to this section of the country, that it 
hringt a non-itaveholding empire injweta-potitum teilh tk* 
fUivekoiding South-ieett, and diminishes the outlet for the 
Indians inhabiting the States of Geoi^, Alabama, Uiv 
■isnppi, and Tennessee." 

A Baltimore paper, speaking of the essays of " Am»- 
ricanus," says, " One of the reasons that he aarigna for 
the purchase of Texas is, that jivt or tix more slaveholdhtff 
Stales may thus be added to the Union. Indeed, h« 
goes farther than this in one of his calculations, and esti- 
mates, that ' NiNS uoBE States a* large o» Kerttuehy,' 
may be formed within the limits of that province." 

A Cliarleston paper treating of the same subject, ob- 
served, " It is not imposssible that he (President Jack- 
son) is now examining the propriety and practicability of 
a retrocession of the rast tenitory of Texas ; an enter- 
prize wbich could not fail to exercise an important and 
favorable influence upon the future destinies of the South, 
bif iticreatinp the votes of the slacelwlding Slates in the 
United States Senate." 

Judge Upsher, of Virginia, afterwards Secretary of 
State under President Tyler, remarkei!, the tame year, in 
the Virginia Convention, " If Texas should be obtained, 
■which he strongly desired, it would raise Ike price of 
alaveg, and be a great advantage to the slaveholders of 
that State." Mr. Doddridge, in the same debate, asserted, 
"The acquisition of Texas will greatly enhnnce the value 
of the property in question." Debatee, p. 89. Mr. 
Qholston, of the Viiginia Lpgislaturc in 18^2, Bsid, " Ht 
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believed the acquisition of Tesas wontd raise the price of 
slaves fifty per cent. Rt least." Vii^nia being a breeding 
Slate, these gentlemen were nnxious to obtain Texas as a 
new and exten^ve market for their staple commodity. 
To $timulat« the action of the Oovemment, rumors were 
Bet afioat of the inteations of Great Britain to possess her- 
self of Texas ; an ortiSce practised without intermission 
from 1829 to the day of annexation. The following from 
the New Orleans Creole, of 1820, is ^ specimen: "A 
rnmor reached us by the last packet from Mexico, that a 
company of British merchants had offered to advance 
$5,000,000 to the Mexican Government on the condition 
that the Province of Texas thouid be placed V7>der Ihi pro- 
tection of Great Britain." 

Pre^dent Jackson entered fully into the views of tho 
slaveholders, and on the S5th Angusf, 1829, Mr. Pom- 
sett was instructed to offer five millions for Texas. Al- 
though "this bid so greatly exceeded the former, it was 
promptly rejected. The offer was, according to a Mt-xi- 
can journal, followed by another ; " When be (Poinsett) 
found his offer objectionable, he further insulted the 
nation by proposing a loan of ten millions (as a pawn- 
broker would) upon the paamng of Texas until repaid, 
which insidious proposal was meant to fill the country of 
Texas with Anglo-Americans and davet, and to hdd it 
after in any event." 

The failure of Mr. Poinsett to obtain from Mexico a 
Stipulation to surrender fugitive slaves, gave a new stimu- 
lus to the efforts of the slaveholders to possess themselves 
rfTexas 
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CHAPTER II. 

iKDKFKKDascx or texas. 

Tn iasuiractioiiuy offbrta imdw Long ud Edwanb 
b&ving fuled, ttw Colony undar Awtin tttving yioldad m 
^ no aid to the dAveholding iateraat in tlw Uoitod 
Qittut, aH bopoB c^ aoquiring Xezaa by purcbuM beJag 
DOW abandoned, and tto pntiai for war wUb Mesoo cs^ 
isling, the Blaveholders, as a last raaort, datermined to 
•Sect the aeparation of tbe Prorloce fma tbe Mozioaa 
Republic, as a aecessaiy prcliminBry to annezatbo. Com- 
ing events vera Hhib shadowed forth in an article pub- 
lished in 1830, in the Arkansas Gazette: " No hopes 
need be entertained of our acquiring Texas (by purchase) 
until some party more friendly to the Uiuted States than 
tbe present, shall predominate in Mexico ; and perhaps not 
until tbe People of Ttxat shall throiv off allegiance to that 
government, which they will no doubt do, bo soon as they 
have a reasonable prttext for doing so. At present they 
are probably subject to as few exactions and impoUlions 
as any people under tbe sun." It will be observed that 
tbe writer takes for granted that im shall acquire Tems, 
as soon as the American settlers shall hare a pretext for 
revidling from Mexico. At a Congressional election held 
about this time ik the State of Missisiuppi, the following 
interrogatories were addressed to certain of the candi- 
dates — "Your opinion of the acquisition of Texas, and 
how — whether by force or treaty ; and whether the law* 
* Piiacd by Meslea la 1880, and repealed In 1883 
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yttfTvaing the «migr«tion of Americans is m^ cridniee of 
spprehension that that piwince wishes to iecede from 
tbe Uencui GovenuDent, and whether, if requested, we 
ought to give the ueadara military tLmttotut ; mi what 
would be Uw efilsct cf tJ» acqnuitwHt e£ Teue upon the 
fhnih^ imteratf" 

" The South," and t^ UoUle AdvtrlMtr at this time, 
"wi^ to have Texas admitted into the TTnion for two 
Teasma ; fint, to equalize the South irith the North ; and 
wcondlj, as a convenient and safe place oalcnUted from 
ita peeuHaify good soil and Mlnhiiom dimate, for a i&we 
-pcjpN^atMn." The aaiae year, Mr. Samuel Houston c^ 
.Tennessee, dtwlosed to s &iend (Robert Majo, H.D.), 
who commanicated the intelligence to the Preadent, tbat 
he was orgammig. an ezpedMon with leoruite from tbe 
Urated States, for die purpose oi wresting Texas Awn 
IfazicD ; and soon after it was aimaasoed in a Louaaiia 
paper, Aat Honton had gone to Teua, ^ editor adding, 
" we mi^ expect shortly to hear of his raiEdBg hia flag." 

One mode of e^cting a rcT^olioD was to enlist ^ po- 
cnniaiy interests of as mtxtf American citiiens m J>oraible 
b the ittdepeDdenoe of Taas. Vast grasts tS buad had 
been mad* by the State Legislatafe to a few imfiridnidi. 
.Thne grants wera of oontse worthless till sold out in pu^ 
eels. Many of the {atntees resided in the United States, 
aad joiDt-MotA oompwiiGs wa« formed f» the mle «f 
these lands. Three c£ tj» most notorious of these cvm- 
'panie% -ra. : " Ilia Galveston Bay and Tezaa Company," 
"The Arkansas and Texas Company," and "The Bio 
Grande Company," were established in New York. Care 
was token to enlist prominent politicians in these compa- 
aies ; and great efibrte were nmde to disdibute the mip, 
QT petti^agtM of partial purchases, af widely as panible. 
I1A scdp waa «f fittto nl« vfeilK nns cnitliraetl inAtt 
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the gorermnent of Mexico, but in caee of iadepend«iioe 
followed b^ atmexatioD taigbt prove a foiiuoc to the 
holder. la this maimer, & powerful pecuniary ioterett 
was excited in the free Btates in behalf <£ Texu * 

The plau of the oonspirators in Texas were sided in 
1832, by the vrithdrawa! of the Mexican troops, in oons&: 
qnence of one of those poUtical revolutions with which the 
Bepublic had been frequently aEBicted dnce its independ- 
ence. In this state of tlungs, fresh emigrants found no 
difficulty in entering tiie territory with their slaves. Th« 
colonists, however, experienced an obstacle to their views 
in their union with Coahuila, in aa mach as thar repre- 
sentatives were in a minority in the jdnt Legislature. 
The fint step, therefore, to independence, was the disso- 
lution of the C4»uieotion between the two promces. For 
tius purpose, the colonists in 18S3 organized tbemsdves 
into a distinct and separate State. This organization was 
in direct and palpable violation of existing laws. The 
Mexican Congress refuted to recognize the separate State 
of Texas. A small body of troops was sent into the in- 
surgent territority, and driven out. The standard of re* 
bellion was raised. Texan agents traversed the United 
States, addressing pubUc meetings, enlisting troops, and 
despatching military eupphes to the revolted province. 
On the ,2d March, 1838, the insurgents issued their de- 
claration of independence,! '""^ fifteen days after adopted 
s Constitution establishing PB^>arnAL blatert. 

* After the Texan revolution, SD tldermaD of Hie New Yolk 
Corporation introdnced a resolation, oveFflowiag with patrSot- 
ism, «id ofillingr npon Congresa to acknowledge the indopend- 
tnoeof Teiu. Ihe aurpriie oocaaioned bjr this eitraordinarj 
attempt in a oItjc body to influence the fbreign relations of the 
natjonal goTernnietit, wu dissipated by the discoTerv, that the 
BOTar of the Maolution wss seoretary to one of the Texan luid 
OOmpnnies 

' t OflhelllW-MTaa sigiteTBtotbia(teoIaratJon,iIflynraemi> 
fruM ftma (£• tlatt S&i, had esly (bree Hexloans ta Urth, 
and these. It i« i^d, largely intereeted in Tuin Und speoa- 
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CHAPTER III. 

PSOFESBIONS AMD COHDUCT OF THE FEDERAL OOTERK- 
UEKT IN RBFERESCX tO THE WAS BETWEEN HEXICCI 
AHD TEXAS. 

The Government of the Unifed States has at all timet 
been liberal in its profesdoDS of neutrality in regard to 
belligerents, and has on various occasions endeavored to 
prevent its dtizeos from engn^ng in bostilities agoinst 
fiieadly powere. In ll93, Presdent Washington issued 
bis proclamadon warning American dtisens against " com- 
mitting^, aiding or abetting- hostilities against any of the 
Powers at war," and threatening with prooecndort all 
vho should "violate the laws of nations," with respect to 
the belligerents. Wuhingtmi's subsequent acts abun- 
dantly evinced the rincerity of bis proclamation. 

Id 1806, President Je&erson issued a proclamatioa de- 
claring, that " sundry persons, cltixens of the United 
States, are conspiring and confederating together to be- 
gin and set on foot a military expedition against the do- 
minions of Spain ; fittii^ out and arming vessels in the 
western waters of the United'States ; collecting arms, 
miUtftry stores and other means ;" and he comauuds all 
■neb pfowms to cease all further proceedings a> they wilt 
"incur prosecutions with all the rigor of the law," He 
SMweover enjoined it upon nil mililwy officers of the anny 
and navy of the United St^iea, " to be vigilant in bring- 
iBg to emdign pmiilimeDt psnoda engagwl ja thou m* 
lawful enterprizes," 
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In 1616 a umilar proclamation was issued by Preudent 
Uadison ^;ainst persons chiefly in Louisiana, who were 
prepariog to invade the Spanish prOTinces. 

In 1638, Preudent Tan Buren hy proclamation inform- 
ed the citizens of the northern frontier who were aiding 
the Canadian rebels, thkt, by eompromitting the neu- 
trality of the Government, they would render themselTes 
Uttble to arrest and punishment, "under the laws of the 
United States, which will be rigidly enforced." 

Il t^uB appears that from 1793 to 1638, our Oorem- 
nent had acknowledged tlie duty, and professed tlie M' 
lity, to punish ite ciliiens for Tiobtng tbe netitnl obi^o- 
tions of the nation. 

InlSftSand 183fi, Tesawaa at open war wi& Mtmao, 
put of the time as an insurgent prorince, and part of tkt 
time as a sepamte RepubEo. The fint official act of tiie 
gorvemment manifesting its sytapathy for the insnrgeats, 
was the appcHntment in 1835 ci fcntr conuk t« reode 
WDOBg than. The appointment wss of itself bsslting to 
tiie Mexican government, and waa undoubtedly made for 
the purpose of statioDing in Texaa ecefidential sgsnt« iriio 
a^ht &eilHat« the progreaa of molt, mdapendMee, and 



The embBrrassment and perplezity into whiid) McxtoD 
was thrown by the mnlt <^ Texm, and the aid oftaAj 
famished the inanrgenta from tlM United States, encoor- 
aged ^ Galunet at Wasbington mce more to press Hamr 
proposal tor purchase, and Mr. Sutler, the mimster in 
Ititma, was instmeted (10th August, 1836), to ncgv- 
eiate tor » cession of the territory bounded by the Bid 
drande from its source to the 3? A dagraa north latitats, 
-and. ihcoce to ths Paoifle indoding tfae -whole irf 3%ns, 
-ftml»W.Md-al«^»psrtion<rfOs]ihmai* 
* Ex. Doe. 1st Sen., 26th CoBtrttts. 
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It ri»y readilj be supposed that the Federal a 
teation was not very zealoos in prohibiting succor to the 
■ Texans, who were laboring to secure to the United Stat«s 
a very large portion of this coveted territory. 

Or the 29th October, 18S6, the Mexican Himsler in- 
farmed the Secretary of Stale that no less than twelve 
vesaela were about to saJl from New York and New Or- 
leans with military stores, and that on the 10th of the 
month an armed schmHier had sailed from New Orleans 
for Texas, without pnpera from the Mexican Consul, and 
he demanded the interpoution of the Government to pre- 
vent such breaches of nentr^j. In consequence of l^is 
application, the Secretary (Mr. Forsyth) addressed a cir- 
cular to various United States' Attorneys, directing them ' 
to " prosciute all violations of those laws of the Umted 
States which have been enacted for the purpose of pre- 
serving peace and of fulfilling the obtigations of tnaius 
with iineign nations." The cold generality rf tins cir- 
Dolar indicated the temper and wishes of its author, which 
-were no doubt perfectly understood by the prosecuting 
ofGcers to whom the order was addressed. Notwith- 
standing the publicity and notoriety of die "violations," 
not an individual was ever punished for participating in 
them, nor was an officer of the Government ever dismissed ' 
or censured for treating the circular as a mere matter (rf 
form. A few months after the dat« of the circular, Ur, 
N. C. Bead, United States' District Attorney in Ohio, 
addressed a public meeting in tJiat State, called in md of 
the Texans, and proposed the following reBolntic», which 
vas adopted : — " Resolved, that no law, human or £vine, 
except such as are framed by tyrants, and for tbeir bene- 
fit, forMda our Basisting the Texans ; and such law, if any 
exists, we do not as Americans choose to obey." At the 
same meeting, a Committee was openly appointed " to 
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Aimt C«ptain Lavrenoe in tMsing reoruile aai fmnlB for 
Ihe caiwe of Teias." We have no evidence that the ex- 
traordinary conduct of the Ohio prosecuting officer im- 
paired the confidence the Gorenunent bad placed in hiin. 
JfevertbelesB, Mr. Fonyth aasured the Uezican Minister 
that " all measures enjcuned and varranted bj latr /ume 
been and vnll eotiltnue to be taken to enforce respect bj 
the citizens of the United States within their jurisdiction 
to the neutrality of this Oovemment" 

The declaration of Mr. Van Buren, the penonal friend 
jof General Jackson, and his successor in office, is a 
aingolar commentary on this offidal and solemn pledge. 
" Nothing is either more true or more extensively known, 
than that Texas was wrested from Mexico, and her in- 
dependence established through the instrunxntaliiy oi 
utizens of the United Stales."* 

To a second reauaMaaee from the Mexican Minister 
againtt'tfae aid so openly and scandalously afforded by 
American dtizens to the Texans, Mr. Forsyth returned, 
liBth January, 1.836, the following most extraordinary 
reply : " No sooner was it apparent that the- diapuU 
between Texas and the domhtant parly in the other Mexi- 
can Slates would be carried to extremities, and mdicationa 
observed of a demgn in some of thte citizens of the United 
States to take a part in the struggle, all the meamret in 
hi* power were adopted by the President to prevent any 
interference that could by possibility involve the United 
States in the dispute, or give just occasion for suspicions 
of an unfriendly design on the part of the Government to 
intermeddle in the domestic quarrel of a neighboring 
State." - 

Six days btfore these solemn and official assurances 

were given, a course of measm-es had been commenced 

* Priikt«<] Letter lo Mr. Hammet, 20th April, 18M. 
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bj the Presideat which ohilnts the very peculiar riew h« 
was pleased to lake of neutral obligalions. 

Oq the 23rd Jaaouy, General Qaines wu directed to 
take a position near the western frooUer of the State of 
Loui^ana, to prevent the contending portiea from enter- 
ing into the United States' territory ! He was reminded 
that, hj treaty with Menco, each power is required to 
prerent by force " all hostilitjea and incursions on the 
part of Indian nations within their respective boundaries." 
Supposing this order to have been given in good faith, its 
£o)e objixt could have been to protect the Texans from 
jusaults by Atn^iean Indians. There was no reascm 
whatever to apprehend that the Tciaoa, Americans them- 
selves, and daily receiving supplies from their country- 
men, would make hostile incursiins into the AmericHU 
territory. The Mexicans had aeither the dispoBition nor 
the ability to invade the United States. There was, more- 
over, no proof that the American Indians intended any 
aggressions upon the Teians. ~ The array was stationed 
on the frontier of Teias for objects very different from 
those which n-ere avowed. Commanded by a General 
devoted to the cause of anncTation, it gave countenance 
and support to the Texans ia their struggle ; and, should 
more efficient aid be needed, no small portion of its men, 
arms, find ammunition, would readily find their way into 
the Texan camp. It is to be observed, moreover, thot 
Gaines was not directed to prevent American citizens 
from compromitting the neutrality of the GovemmenL 
Regiments mised in the Southern Slates might freely pass 
his tent on their way to wage war agwnat a friendly 
power. In deference to our treaty stipulations, Indians 
were to be restrained from entering Mexico ; but foes far 
more dangerous to the Mexicans tlian savages were to 
have free odmittance. General Gaines was a willing in- 
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atrument ; and, in acknowledging the receipt of tbe rytien 
sent to him, showed that he thorouglily understood the 
purposes for which they were issued. "Should I (said 
he in his letter to the Secretary of War of 29th March, 
1836,*) find any dispoution on the ptirt of the MtMontt 
or Ikeir red brethren to menace our frontier, I cannot but 
deem it my duty, not only to hold the troops of my com- 
mand in readinesB for action, in defence of our slender 
frontier, but to awUeipaU their tawlees movements \rj 
crossing our apposed or imaginary national ^undary, 
and meeting the savage marauders wherevtr they may be 
found in their approach towards our frontier." In other 
words, he would march to the rescue of Texas, should the 
Mencan forces advanc« into the revolted province. A 
few days after the date of this letter, the General, in his 
hot zeal, made a requiMtion cm the Governors of Louis- 
iana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, each for a 
battalion ctf vohmteers to protect the /rontiert ! The Ge- 
neral and the Calanet. acted in perfect unison. The for- 
mer had hinted his readiness U> cross the imaginary 
boundary, for the purpose of atttieipating the approach of 
the Mexicans. The latter, on the 25th April, informed 
Aim there was reason to believe the Indians would be in- 
duced to join the Mexicans, and in that case, should the 
contending parties approach the frontier, he may advance 
as far as Nacoodoches. On the 4th May, he is informed 
" that the Secretary of War had written to the Governors 
of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee. Kentucky, and Ala- 
bama, requiring them to furnish him with such militia 
force as he may require to protect the Westem frontier of 
the United States from hostile incursions." Tlie General 
had, on his own responsibility, called for four battalions 
from four States. The President, still more provident, 
* Ex. Doc., Isl Bess. 2Jth Coog. Vol. 6. 
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gives him poirer to call for an nnlinuted number of I£lilia 
from BO leBB ibanjive States. And why were these vast 
powers confided to Qaines ? — and what and where waa 
the enemy against whom this unnumbered Militia was to 
be poured forth by all these States ? Kot an Indian, not 
. a Temn, not a Mexican, had inraded our territory. The 
coontty was at peace ; nor were there even rumors <^ ap- 
proaching war. To understand the management of Qaines 
and his employers, it most be recollected that adrenturen 
were now flocking to Texas, and that Texan agents were 
otganiiing in the Sontbem States militaty expeditions to 
nsoue the province from tiie donunion of Mexico. A let- 
ter from one of these men, Felix Houston, dated batches, 
Misdsuppi, 4lh March, 1836, and published in the jour- 
nals of the day, willpnfGce to show the character of these 
expeditions. " I c<mt«mplAte starting for Texas about 1st 
May next, and expect to take with me about five hundred 
«migiuits. I am maldDg preparations for arms, ammimi- 
lion, uniforms, Ac, Ac., at an ei^eme cf $iQ,000. I shall 
have a rendesrous, and heffn to send on supplies by tha 
let May." Of course, such expeditions were' a drun 
upcm the pockets of slaTeholders, as well as upon the 
teeasury of Texte. The device of tiie Cabinet, in per- 
nutting General Ounes to collect volunteers on the fron- 
tier of Texas, from no less than five States, at the puhlie 
txpmie, obviated tiie only serious difficulty experienced in 
raising within the United States a mihtBry force for wrest- 
ii^ Texas from Mexico. Recruits for Texas might now, 
under the requimdons of the Preudent, and the plenipo- 
tentiary discretion of the Oeneral, be equipped and trana- 
ported from the neighboring Slates to Nact^oohes, in 
Texas, at the cost of the United States. When once m 
Texas, they might fight the Merieons K they pleased, but 
a»y were sent there to "protect the _fronUer ;" and, in 
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«niEng them for such a pnrpose, the President of conne 
violated none of the obligAdons of neutrality, nnd afforded 
the Mexicans Do cause for complaint ! General O^nes 
had been authorized to advance as far as Nacogdoches ; 
but circnmatanceH might occur to render it expedient for 
him to go BtOI farther, and the administration boldly re- - 
eerred to themselres the privilege of sending him and l^a 
army wherever they pleased. The Mexican Minister very 
natureHy remonstrated against the invasion <^ Mexicaa 
territory by the American snny. Mr, Forsyth very coolly 
replied (May 10th), " that Ut prefect Mexico from Ame- 
rican IndiaDB, and to protect onr frontiers from Mezicaa 
Indians, our troops might, if necessary,. be sent into tJte 
heart of ifexieo." 

It would seem that neither General McComh, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the army, nor the Governor of Louis' 
iana, had been admitted into the secrets of the Cabbet. 
On the 20th of April, the former addressed a letter t« 
the Secretary of War, from New Orieans, informing him 
that the Governor insists that it is unnecessary " to send 
to the frontiers of the State any iroopn. as the country 
was not invaded, nor likely in his opinion to be invaded ; 
and fiiTther, he was impressed with the belief, that it was 
S scheme of those interested in the Texan speculations, 
irho had been instrumental in making General Gainer 
believe that the Mexican authorities were tampering with 
the Indians within our boundaries ; and at the same time 
exciting, by false representations here, the sympathies of 
the people in favor of the Texans, with a view of iodncbg 
the authorities of the United States to lend their aid in 
raiun^ in this city a force composed of interested persons, 
who should move to the Texan frontier under the call of 
General Quaes, and a/temardf, under falu preietuiont, 
uetHoUy march into Texaa, and take part in the wartiow 
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UOffii^ hettnem ih» Texani and the Chmrmneni cf Meieico ; 
and ail thi* at the expense of the United State*, and eon' 
tegveTttly toilh the implied tanetion of the Government." 

This letter affords an amuong iDBtanoe of the umplicity 
of the commandiDg Qeneral, who supposed he was giving 
w^orraation to the OoTemment when detailing the natu- 
ral and intended consequences of its own measures. The 
General did not know what is proved bj official docn- 
ments, that the device of placing an army on the frontJNS 
ti Texas originated with the Calnnet, and not with Oaines. 

The troops, in obedience to orders from Waslungttm, 
marched into Texna, and took a position at Nacogdoches. 
Immediately, Houston, the Texan PreMdent, issned his 
proclamation, pretending that the Indians were about to 
attack Noc^doohes, and calling oa the militia " to sus- 
tun the Umted States troops at this place," and to report 
tkemeelves to the Vmted States Commander. The object 
of the proclamation was two-fold, first, to impress both 
Tezans and Mexicans with the military aid to be gnmted 
the former by the United States, — and secondly, to array, 
as soon aa possible, the Texan miUtia, under the Ameri- 
aat General. 

An American offioer at Nac4^oches, indignant at the 
perfitUouB conduct of the QoTemmeot, thus gave veaX to 
his indignation in a letter pnblished at the time m the 
Army mtd N'avy Chromele. Speaking of the object of 
taking their present position, he remarked, "It is to cre- 
ate tlie impresnon in Texas and Uexico, that the Gorem- 
ment of the UnHed States takes a part in the oontrorersy. 
Itiainfaot lending to the cause of Texas all the aid which 
U can derive from the countenance and apparent support 
of the United Slates, beudes pladng our troops in a situ- 
ation to lake an active part in aid of the Teians, in case a 
revise of thrar affiurs should render aid necessary," 
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One ot th« pnoticBl retails of eeiidu^ troc^ into 
Texas is giren in the foUowii^ extract from the Prngaeola 
Oautte; — "About the middle of lost month, Oeneral 
Gaines sent on officer of tiie Umted SttUes anny into 
Texas, to reclum some deserters. He found them already 
enlisted in the Teian service, to tie number of two huk- 
BBBD. They still wore the uniform of oar army, but re- 
fnsed, of course, to retnni. Tkii ia a new view of our 
Texan retatimu." 

When our troops were no longer needed in Texas, they 
were withdrawn, and «ent to fight the Seminotea in Flo- 
rida. General Ounea now issued a proclamation, offering 
a Jull pardon to those who had "absented tbemaelves 
frora tiiar r^imenle," provided they returned by a cer- 
twn day. As these absentees, commonly called desertera, 
had been serving the canse of slavery in Texas, the meroy 
of the General was cordially extended to them. 

When the GovemmMt thns evinoed its ^mpathy tat 
Texsfl, and sent its army among the insurgents to counte- 
nance, and, if neoeaswy, jmitect them, it could not be 
expe^ed that the partisans of Texas in the United States, 
would be very regardful of the laws of neutrality. A few 
eztncts from the jonnials of that day will show the pub- 
Hetty with which the people of the United States made 
war upon a friendly power : — 

" Who will ao to Texas ? Major J, W. Harvey of 
Lineolnton, has been authorized by me, with the consent 
of Uajor-Oeneral Hunt, an agent m the western counties 
of North Carolina, to recdve and enrol volunteer emi- 
granta to Teias, and will ccmduct such as may wi^ to 
e to that Republic, about the Ist October next, of 
in^&«JiepuUie<^Temi. 

" J. P. HlH^DUOK, 

"Brig.-Qm. of the T«aii Army." 
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" Tbbss BumtBKD Uxn xob Tkzas. Genenil Duidap 
of Tennessee u about to proceed to T«xas irith the abovfl 
number of mon. Soery man m eoTnplelely armed, the 
corps having been originallj' raised for the Florida 
■War." 

"This moraing more thui 300 taen, commanded by 
Colonel Wilson, and on thrar way to Texas, paased tilus 
place in the l^lskina, w&h dmms beating and fifea play- 
ing. They will be followed by 800 men more, all from 
old Kentucky." 

In Tain did the Mexican Ifinister, from time to time, 
call the attention of the OoTemment to these violations of 
neutrality. Notwithstanding the Bolemn and repeated 
assurances ^ven by the Secretary of State, not a eeriona 
efibrt was made to arrest the tjde of war which was roll- 
ipg from the United States upon tlie Mexican territory. 
Ho prodamaUon was issued, warning our citizens of their 
duties and responsibilities ; do instnictions were given, as 
in former instances, to military officers, to arrest the via- 
latora of our neutrality. Jefferson had succeeded in 
bringing a man, lately one of the highest functionaries in 
the country, to trial, for secretly planning an invadon of 
tife Spanish dominions. Jackson, xme of the most ener- 
getic Presidents that ever occupied the executive choir, 
never enforced the penalties of the law on one individual 
of the many thousands who openly perpetrated the crime 
which Burr had only dedgned. 

When commanding in the southern department, Gaund 
Jackson thought proper to put to death two foreigners, 
named Arbuthnot and Ambrist^r, accused of mding the 
Indians in their hostilities, and thus expressed himself in 
his order for their execution : — " It is an established prin- 
dpie of the law of nations, that any individual, of any 
nation, making war agMnst the dlizens of another nation. 
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ibey being «t peace, forfeits his aUegiance, and becoma 
aa outlaw and a piiate." 

Tha " estabUahed principle of the law of Stations," an-' 
nounced by the General, was not recogniEed bj the Pre- 
sident when his own personal and political friends were 
tbe ootlawB and pirates, and were strnggling to effect an 
object moft dear to his own heart On the 10th Ma^, 
1836, General Gainea transmitted to the Freaident the 
news of the nctoiy of the Tezane at San Jadnto, over 
Santa Anna, and indulged the anticipation that in coose- 
qnence of the victory, " this UAainnoEMT AcouisiFioir to 
OOB vnoM " would grsce bis admimsfaatiofL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

STFOBTS OT TBS ADHINISTB1.TI01I TO KZCHK A yTASt WITH 
MBXIOO. 

Thb distracted and eiliausted state of Mexico, the energy 
and tapidilj increasio^ numbers of the Teiana, the vast 
supplies they were daily receiving from the United States, 
together with the presence of a friendly army, ready, 
when necessary, to interpose between tbem and the 
enemy, all combined lo render the issue of the struggle 
cert^n. Tesas, it was seen, would become independent 
of Mexico. But her independence would not nwesaarUy * 
add to the politick power of the slave-holding interest ia 
the United States. For this purpose annexatUm was in- 
'dispensable. But annexation could not be effected at 
present, without drawing after it a war with Mexico, and 
tliis obvious consequence strengthened the objections en- 
tertmed to the measure at the North. It vas well 
ascerttuned that no treaty of annexation, especiatty at the 
price of 8 Mexican war, would at present recuve the 
Bonclion of Congress. But, if Mexico could be induced to 
eommeace hostilities against the United States, or should 
ber conduct justify a declaration of war agunst her, then 
<me powerful obstacle to annexation would be removed, 
and Texas would become ours, by right of conquest, and 
with the unanimous consent of her inhabitants. Every 
attempt to purchase Texas had fidled, and all hope of ac- 
qmring it by this means, was abandoned on the termina- 
fion of Mr. Butler's fruitlesa niifision. From this lime, the 
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poUey of the adaunutmticn ma to far» Mexito mto « 
tMT. The commencemeat of this new policy wu the ad- 
vance of American troops into Teua, on the pretence ot 
protecUng the frontier agunst Indians. 

On the 6th of August, 1830, the Prendent, in a letter 
to the Ooreraor of Tennessee, countermanded a requiai- 
utioD hj Omnes for troops, asrigning this remarkable rea- 
son : " There it no ii^ormatkn tojuttify (ht apprehtnmn 
€f hotlililitt lo any terioui extent from the Weitem In- 
diant." 

The victory of San Jacinto had now been won, and the 
President prohably thought that Qeneral Gaines's zeal in 
behalf of Texas was putting the coontry to unnecessary 
. expense. Why the order countermanding the General's 
requisition was not ^ven through the Secretary of War 
^oes not appear. Foaubly it was deemed most prudent 
not to put Uie important admission we have quoted, on 
record in the War Office, and it is to soine accident or 
carelessness that we are indebted for this lettor, among 
the ofEcial documents published by Congress. Let its 
date be kept in mbd. 6th August, 1836. 

On the 10th of the succeeding September, the Mexican 
Mnister at Washington wrote to the Secretary of State, 
and, referring to some newspaper statements that the 
United States troops bad invaded the Mexican territory, 
averred that, if this inrauon was sanctioned by the Gov- 
ernment, his mission must terminate. And what reply 
was returned ? Did the GoTenunent apologize for the 
inwlon as having been induced by false reports ? Did It 
acknowledge, that there was now ''no information to 
justify the apprehcoMon of hostilities to any serious ex- 
tent from our Western Indiana," and that therefore the 
troops should be immediately recalled ? Far different was 
the response returned. The Seoretaiy of State admitted 
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that AmericAD tioopa were then stationed at Nagadochea, 
sad further, that on the 4th of that month the PrcBident had 
instructed Oeneral Ounes to enter the Mexican lerritorj-, 
if he shall be satisfied, " that any body of Indians who 
distnrb the peace of the frontier ot the United States, 
rec^e as^tance or shelter nithtu the Mexioan terri- 
tory." 

The Minister denied that Mexico had any wish to ex- 
cite the Indians against the United States, and he form^y 
demanded the withdrawal of the troops from the Mexican 
territory (Texas). This demand was, on the 13th Octo- 
ber, met by a flat refusal — a refosal coupled with insult. 
The Minister was informed by our Secretary of State, that 
by treaty each party was bound to restrain its own Indi- 
ans from makiBg hostile incnrffions upon the territories ot 
the other; and, as Mexico had not the ability to fulfil her 
ei^^agement, the United States had the right in self* 
defence to occupy her territory, Not a particle of eri- 
denoe was adduced to show that the frontiers of the 
United States were menaced by Mexican Indians — not on 
argument advanced to prove the necessity of our army 
advancing into Texas in Klf-defenee, and the whole pre- 
text is stamped with the brand of impudent falsehood, by 
the confession made to the Oovemor of Tennessee by the 
President in the letter we have quoted. 

Two days after this insult to Mexico, her Minister de- 
manded his passports.* l^iia was a great point gmned 
by tbe adminiattation. Diplomatic intercourse with Mex- 
ico was BO for interrupted ; and the rupture, if properly 
Bumaged. might result in war, and consequently in annex- 
ation. While in the very act of inflicting the grossest 
outrages upon Mexico, and amid professions of neutrahty 
OR ardent as they were false, the ndministratiou thought it 
•S«Ei.I>«!.,2dBeM.,24tliC(.nj.V(4 % 
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expedient to ruse a note of waOing for the bjnriet com- 
nitted hj Mexico upon American citizens, accompanied 
with the most obstreperous clamora for compensation. 

The public have heard much, but understood little, 
about " Oar cl^ms upon Mexico." It is not probable that 
one in a thousand of those who declum about Mexican 
outrages, aa juaUfjing the war agajnst that Repubfic, 
know whereof they afSrm. Before entering upon an ex- 
amination of our clums upon Mexico, it may be well to 
state two of the general principles which, by the laws and 
usf^es of nations, Umit the interference of a gorerament 
in behalf cS the demands of its citizens upon for^gn pow- 
ers for the redress of allied grieTancea. 

Complaints growing out of eontraeU entered into by 
diizens of one country with the Government of another, 
ore not properly subjects for international discussion. 
Our Oovenmient would not tolerate tttt a moment, a re- 
monstrance from the British Cabinet in behalf of an Eng- 
lishman employed in our arsenals or ship-yards, who 
complained that he had not been paid his stipulated 
wages. 

Where by Irealy a foreigner is entitled to seei redress 
in the courts of the country in which his alleged injury 
has been recdved, his Ooremment is Dot permitted to 
convert his wrong, whether real or imaginary, into a 
national grievance. Should an English subject be as- 
saulted in our streets, defrauded by his debtor, or faUfely 
imprisoned by a police officer, his Government could not 
demand of ours redress for his sufieringa. Were these 
two principles to be disregarded, and were Governments 
to insist on utting in judgment on the contracts their sub- 
jects might form with foreign powers, or on the quarrels 
in which they might be involved abroad, it m very evident 
that the peace of the wwld ttouM be p^petually dis- 
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tnrbed. Tet these piinuples, as we Bhall tee berealler, 
have been set at naught in many of the claims preferred 
hy the American OoTemment on that of Mexico. 

But the subject of these claims is so important in itself, 
and so indicative of the deteTBuiiati<» of the Cabinet at 
Washington to provoke a war with Mexico, as to demand 
a s^Huate chapter. 
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CHAPTER V. 

bLiUfl 0« UBZtOO, IVD WAR KBOOMMKNtlED BT THE PBCBt-. 
DXHT TO XXTOBOX THEM. 

Or the 30th July. 1836, shortly after the victoiy of San 
Jacinto, and the captivity c^ the President of Mexico, the 
Secretary of State sent to Mr. Ellis, our Minister, a list (^ 
fifteen complainta Against the Bepnblic, accompanied with 
the strange acknowledgment that " the Department is 
Dot in possesmon of frtxtf of all the circumstances of the 
vrong done in the above cases, as represented by the 
Rggrieved parties." The Cabinet deemed it expedient to 
prefer the complainta without loss of time, and to seek 
afterwards for proof to establish them. 

But the most extrawdinary port of this procedure, and 
Vhich nveals &e anxiety of the Ooverament to biing on 
a rupture with Mexico, is the course prescribed to EUis. 
He is ordered to demand such reparation " as these acou- 
mnlated wrongs may be found to ret]uire." If no satis- 
factory answer shall be given in three teeete, he was to 
announce) that, unless redress shall be afforded without 
unnecessary delay, his further remdence would be useless. 
If this threat proved unavuling, he was to notify the 
Government that, unless a satisfactory answer was re- 
turned in (uw toeeJts, be should ask for his passport, and 
at the expiration of the fortnight, he is to return home, if 
no satisfactory answer is received. The Mexican Minister 
had already, for the reasons we have stated, left Wash- 
ington ; and here we see a contrivance for withdrawing our 
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^fillister from Mexico in a manner Iiigbly irritating and 
insulting. All diplomatic relations between the tvo coun* 
toies being tlius inlemipted, and for the aQeged reaaon 
tliat Mexico had refvaed to pay onr jnst demands, the waj* 
would be open for repriaals, and consequently war would 
follow. 

It will be obseired, too, that the reapon^bllity of tak> 
ing the momentous Bt«p which wns almost necessarily to 
lead to hostilities, was adroitly thrown npon the diterttion 
of a MiBsiaaippi darehtdder, eager to enlaige the slave 
territory by the annexaljon of Texas. Mr. EUis wBs to 
judge whether the reparation offered was such aa onr 
" accnmulated wrongs" required ; he was to denude what 
was unnBcessary delay, and Ac alone to determine whether 
the answers he receiTed were or were not satisfactory. 

We will now notice the fifteen grievances, tbe redress 
of which in a manner which Ur. Powbatten VX\S» might 
deem suffidently $(Uitfactory and prompt, was to be the 
sine qv& mm of peace or war. We entreat the reader's 
patience while we ennmeratti these grievances, and the 
replies to them, because as ha will see hereafter, it was for 
iheK that our diplomatic intercourse with Mexico was 
broken oS, and that the Pre^dent recommended to Con- 
gress, a measure equivalent to a declaration tA war. Hie 
claims afteraarda urged, can of course afford no justifica- 
tion or apology for the conduct of the administradoD, 
founded exclusively on the fifteen transmitted to Mr. 
Ellis. They were in substance as follows : 

1. An American, of the name of Baldwin, bad in 1882, 
w^ust judgments given agunst liim in the Mexican courts, 
and on one occasion, on account of an altercation between 
him and a magistrate, he was sentenced to the stocks. 
Ife resisted, and attempted to escape, and fell and injured 
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In 1^. He wu tbereapoD scued, pnt into the atoeks, 
and afterwards impriioned. 

3. The American Teasel Topaz, vaa chartered by Hie 
Ueiican GoTeniment in 1832, to convey troops. The 
maater and mate, were mnrdered by the toldiera, the oreir 
imprisoned, and the resBel seized and used in the Uexicaa 
swrice. 

5. The American vessel Brazoria, ms soced in 1 832, and 
employed in a military expedition, without compensation. 

4. Two American steamboats were taken posaesaion of 
1^ Mexican officers, and used without compenaatioD, 
in 1882. 

3. Capt. McE«gd was imprisoned at Tabasco, in 1834, 
and on enonnoaa fine imposed upon him, " without cattse.*' 

6. The American vessel Pardon, was canaelesaly fired 
into by a Mexican schooner, in 1834. 

t. The American brig> Ophir, was seized and con- 
demned in 183S, at Campeachy, because by some mistake, 
the proper papers were not shown at the Cnstom-hoose. 

8. The American vessel Martha, was seized at Galves- 
ton, in 183S, for alleged violation of the revenue laws, 
and the passengers, accused of an intention to use fire 
anna against a guard placed on board, were put in irons. 

9. The American vessel Hannah Elizabeth, stranded in 
1835, on the coast, was boarded by soldiers, and the crew 
imprisoned, and pillaged of their clothes. The crew were 
afterwards released. 

10. Two American citizens were mreated in Metamotas, 
in 1888, by a party of soldiers, who struck one of tbem 
in the face with a sword. They were temporarily confined 
on suspicion of an intention to proceed to Texas. Sen- 
tinels were placed at the Cossul'b door, under false pre- 
tences. Soldiers broke into his gate, searched his house, 
and took from his yard a mare and two mutes. 
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11. Ht. Slocnm, bearer of deepiitches, wu in I8S9, 
detained and fined, for canying official letters. 

12. The American Bchooner Eclipse, was in 1890, 
detiuncd at Tabasco, and ber master and crew, mal-treated 
by the authorities. — 

IS. The American schooner Compeer, and other Teasels, 
were in 1836, forcibly detained at Metamoras. 

14. The United Slates revenne-catter Jefferson, in 
1 896, arrived off the harbor of Tampico, and was forbidden 
to enter. An ofBcer and boat's creTT, on landing, were 
tempoiaiily arrested. 

15. The American vessel Northampton, was wrecked 
in 1836, near Tabasco, tind taken possession of by Cna- 
tom-house officeni and soldiere. The crew remonstrated, 
and the captain was wounded. More than half of the 
goods saved from the wreck were pill^;ed, and lost, by the 
revenue officers and soldiers. The Consul compluned, 
but obtained no redress. 

Suob are the fifteen " accumulated wrongfi," oomplmned 
of by the American Government, and ordered to be for- 
mally presented by Mr. Ellis. It will be observed, that 
not one oi iheia is alleged to have been committed by the 
Mexican Gowmmenl. No law, no act of the Socemntmt, 
is compLuned of. Custom-house officers may act illegally, 
and soldiers may coinimt outrages, police officers and 
m^stratea may be guilty of oppression, and yet the 
Oovenunent be wholly ignorant of the offences committed. 
Millions and . mitHons of American property have been 
seized, by virtue of orders issued directly by the Oovem- 
ments of England and France ; yet in no intstance, did 
tlie American Cabinet venture to hazard the peace of tha 
country, by demanding repaialion within a specified 
numbw of dayt. On the contrary, the settlement of our 
claims upon other nations, was preceded by protracted 
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DegotiadDns. Oar clums for the value of slavea carried 
away by the British forces, in 1816, were not Betded and 
paid, till 182S. ludemnity for French spoliationB on our 
•ommerce, from 1806 to 1813, waa not received till 1834. 
la these cases, our clums were not a pretext for wiir, and 
ooneequendy their payment was not hazarded by an 
inanlting demand for h satisfactory reply in iwo weekt. 

Several of the fifteen complaints we have ennmeraUd, 
if well founded, did not justify national interference, 
being injuries for which the snfierers were entitled (o seek 
redress in the Mexican courts ; others were proper sub* 
jects for inquiry aud remonstrance ; not one afforded a 
lej^timate auiee for war, for not one had been ordered, or 
as yet justified by the Mexican Government. 

The extreme haste with which Mexico was required to 
redress these complaints, is the more extraordinary when 
ve recollect, that the alleged grievances were mostly of 
recent date. The compl^nt of Baldwin, was the oldest 
viz. : five years standing ; three others occurred four years 
before, two in 1834, three in 183S, and the other nin« 
within less than twelve months of the insiructioDS to 
Mr. Eltis. 

It so happened, that before Mr. Forsyth's despatch 
reached the minister, tteo of the fifteen wrongs, the 
eleventh and fourteenth, had been settled to the satisfoc- 
tion of the latter. Through the ignorance of a Post-master, 
' Mr. Slocum had been fined t6, for a supposed violation of 
the law in cturying letters. The government, on leaming 
the aSalr, censured the Post-nmster, and remtted the fine. 
The revenue cutter Jefferson was refused admittance 
into the harbor of Tampico, only because the port was 
closed against all foreign vessels, without exception ; and 
the otnmnander of Tanqnco, had been removed fv Us 
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harrimess in temporarily confimng the American officer 
and crew vho hoA land^ 

On the 26th September, Ellis laid before the Mencan 
Minister in midng, the thirteen remaning; ^evaoces, and 
yraa promptly assured that tfaey would be inveatigated. 
As most of these complunta related to acta recently com- 
mitted by Cnstom-hoQse officers and other officials, it was 
probable that the letter of the 2eth September, was the 
first notice of them, that the Oorernment had ever re- 
ceived ; yet on the 20tb October following, less than,;^*- 
weeks from the date of the first letter, Ellis announced to 
the Government, that unless the wrongs complained of, 
are redressed without unnecessary delay, " his farther resi- 
dence in Meiico would be useless." 

To this insulting missife, a calm, dignified reply was 
returned the Tiext day, Ellis is reminded that a delay in 
answering a note is not a sufficient oanae for brvaking off 
B negotiation ; and Hai, to decide on the grievances pre- 
sented, docnmeuts were to be collected from various offices 
in different parts of the Repnhhc. He was informed, that 
measures had already been taken to procore the requisite 
documents, and promised that, when these were received, 
the decision of the government would be communicated 
to him. Well did John Quincy Adams remark in a note 
to his printed speech in Congress in 1B38, "From the 
day of the battle of San Jacinto, every movement of the 
adtainistratioo of this Union appears to have been mode 
for the express purpose of breaking off negotiations, and 
precipitating a war, or of frightening Mtxieo into the cet- 
lion of not only Texas, but the whole course of the Rio del 
Norte, and Jive degrees of latitude acrots their conlitimt to 
the South Sea. The instructions of the 20th July, 1836, 
from the Secretary of State to Mr. Ellis ahnost imme- 
diately after the battle, were eridently premeditated to 



t, Google 



40 RXTIEW OS THE UEXICAN WAR. 

produce rupture, and vere but too fmthfuUy c&rried into 
execution. His (EUia's) letter of the 20th October, 1836, 
to Mr. MoDOsterio was the premonitory symptom, and no 
true-lieorted utizen of this union can read it, and the 
answer to it on the next day by Mr. Monasterio, without 
blushing for his country." But neither EUis nor his em* 
ployeis were in the habit of blnshii^ ; and on the 4tli 
November the Minister, in pursuance of his instructions, 
gave formal notice that, unless his complaints were sfUis- 
foctorily aoswered in tuo vieeti, he ettould demand Jiia 
passports! 

It was only to a feeble nation, and one whose hostility 
WAS courted for ulterior designs, that the administnttion 
would have hazarded such insolence. Mexico, aensiUe 
of her feebleness, did not resent the iosult, and Mr. GUIs 
recaved an answer within the number of days he had as- 
ugned. The Mexican Secretary remarked that, by the 
existing treaty, citizens of either country were entitled to 
bring their grievances before the tribunals of the other, and 
hence it was unnecessary for their respective governments 
to interfere to procure that justice for them which the courla 
of law were ready to afford ;* and that ctHuplaiuts agunst 

■ The 14th Art. of the treaty Twtween the United Statei and 
Mexico gaarantead protaetios to the pergona uiii property ot 
the citiicns of eiich, " leaving open and free to them the tribn- 
nalB of justice for their judicial recourse, on the game ternu 
which are uaaal and customary with ti>e BatiTes or oitizaog of 
the country in which thej may be." Mr. Forsyth availed him. 
self of this article of the treaty In hia reply (January 29th, 
1886), to a demand from the Meiican GoTernmeut for the pna- 
ishment of the Captain of an American armed ahip, for an al- 
leged outrage committed by him on a Meiican vessel. The Sec- 
retary remarked, "Thai lit amrU of tii United Stain are fruly 
cpen to all pertom in Hieir jurisdiclion, wAo may coiuider tAem$tliies 
to have been aggritsed m tflBiruDoiitnn of our lam and trealUt." 
This application of the treaty to Mexican ecmpliunts waa ei- 
oeediDgly convenient ; but its application to Americaa complaints 
was indignantly refused by Mr. Ellis in his reply of the 16th 
VflvemberofthftianuyeaT. He declared that "theopioiMiei- 
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o£Qcers of the cnsbHus sbonld not be made sabjects of ne- 
gocialioD, for the reason that Americana have the same 
means of redress in the tribunab of the countr; as the 
Mexicans themselves. Nerertbeless, the government vill 
not decline to examine the complunts preferred by Mr. 
Ellis. These, it will be recollected, had been reduced to 
thirteen, and they vere thus answered : 

1. As to Mr. Baldwin, whatever may have been his 
-wrongs, he ought to have sought redress m Mexican 
courts. It was probable bis behavior had been improper, 
as six criminal prosecutions were pending against him. 
The government had no power to interfere between Uti- 
gant parties in courts of justice ; but it had Bignified to 
tho authorities the wish that justice might be awarded to 
Baldwin with promptitude and impartiality, 

2. The government understands that the Topaz which 
was chartered to convey troops, was wrecked ; that, after 
she was stranded, and while the soldiers were in the bold, 
the American crew shut the hatches upon them, and mur- 
dered three Mexican officers who were upon deck. That 
the object of the crew was to carry off the money on 
board ; that the soldiers forced the hatches, attacked the 
crew, killed one, and secured the others for trial. 

3. The Brazoria was pressed into the service of the 
Teian cobnists by Austin, and had been abandoned by 
her owner with protest for loss and damages. The Minis- 
ter of War had ordered her to be sold, and the proceeds 
paid into the treasury. On proof of ownership, the 
Government was ready to pay an equitable indemnity. 

4. As to the Btcam-boats detained, the government had 

pressed b<r tlie Eon. Hr. Hanuterio whioh limits the oitiienB 
of the Uiut«d Sutee h*Tiiu certain oIudu sniDBt the OoTera. 
ment, to resort to the judicial tribunals of Mexico for indem- 
m^, is whoUy indettaisfhl*." 
£z. Doonaentg, 24th Congreai, 2 Sen., ToL 8., Doo. 189, 
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a eontmet vith the owner, who ia now in debt to tlM 
Ooremment. Nothing is dae to him ; but if he thinks 
othervise, let him establish his cl^nu before the tri- 

S. The case of Captain Eeig6 has been investigated, 
■ad the Oovenunent haa ordered the offending officer to 
be prosecuted, and will mdemiiiff Captm Keig6. 

9. Orders have been given for the ttial of the officer 
who fired into the Paragon ; but the result of the trial ia 
not yet known. 

7. In the case of the Ophir no wrong was done. The 
TOssel was properly condemned for want of the necessary 
papers. An appeal was taken to a higher court, before 
which the missing papers were produced, and the vessel 
discharged. 

8. The Government ia wholly ignorant of the case of 
the Martha, and has called for, bat not yet received, in- 
formation upon the subject. 

9. In regard to the case of the Hannah Ehzabetb, the 
goremment had called for, bat not yet received, a state- 
ment of the transaction. 

10. The Government is ignorant of the proceedings at 
Metamoras, and has called for information. 

This informatitHi was soon after received, and Mr. EQis 
was informed that, on the arrival at Metamoras of the 
commander of that city ; he understood that two stran- 
gers had just departed, who were supposed to be Texan 
spies. He sent four dragoons after them, who saw them 
enter a house in the outskirts of the dty. Finding a mare 
tmd two mules in the yard, the soldiers removed the ani- 
mals to prevent the escape of the strangers. The soldiers 
then entered the house, and arrested the two men, who 
on eiaminaUon were found to have passports, and were 
allowed to proceed on thar journey, and the animals were 
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retnmed. It was not till after the aSuii that the com- 
mamUuit learned that the house was occupied by the 
American Consul. 

11. The Oovemment iras uninfonued of the a&ir c^ 
the Kclipse, but would make the proper inquiries. 

12. The Compeer and other vessels were dettuued a 
few dftfs at UetamorBs, in consequence of a general em- 
bargo on all vessels without distinction, imposed by the 
Commander of that department, without the Imowledge 
of thp Government, which disapproved of and revoked it. 

J 3. The Oovemment knows nothing of the case of the 
Northampton, but has called for information. 

Such were "the accumulated wrongs " for which the 
Calunet determined to break off all iotercoorae with 
Mexico. It is rare, indeed, that diplomatic history exlu- 
Inta a series of national compltunte so trivial in Ufetoselves, 
urged Willi so much spleen and arrogance oo the one 
.aide, or met with so much fairness and good temper on 
the other. To the thirteen grievances forwarded frtmi 
Washington, Mr. F-llijii had thought proper to add five 
more without instrueticois, and we therefore ccatinue the 
catalogue of grievances, viz. : 

14. The AmericsQ Consul at Tampico had. May 26th, 
1686, been sununoned by the authorities to antheuticate 
certain peters, and on his refusal had been threatened 
with imprisonment. — ^To this it was replied, that the Go- 
vernment was ignorant of the circumstances, but would 
investigate the matter. 

16. The American vessel, Peter D. Vroom, being 
wrecked on the coast, Jnne, 1836, the American Ctmsul 
had the cai^ brought to Vera Cruz, where the conMgnee 
abandoned It to the underwriters. Whereupon the Mexi- 
can Court appmnted an t^nt for the underwriters, who 
sold the cargo, and the demand of the American Counl 
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to recdve the proceeds was refused. — To this the Meii- 
can Secretary repUed, that as the uaderwriters had ap- 
pointed no agent, the Court did right to appoint one for 
them, and that the Consul had no official authority in the 
premises. 

16. Ellis complained that copies of certun judical pro- 
ceedings in the case of the brig Aurora had been refused 
lo the American Consul. — He was informed that the 
copies were offered to him, but that he refused to pay the 
legal fees charged for making the copies. 

IT. The American vessel Bethlehem was seized by a 
Mexican armed vessel on the 2nd September, 1886, and 
the crew detained twenty days, and then landed, the ves- 
sel confiscated, and the captain refused a copy of the 
proceedings. — The Government knew nothing of the a&ir, 
but woidd make inquiries. 

16. The American vessel Fourth of July had been 
taken possession of by Mexican soldiers. — It turned out 
that the vessel had been built for the Mexican Oovem- 
ment. The agent had contracted before a notary for the 
sale ; but a party of soldiers had been sent on board pre- 
vious to the delivery of the bill of sale. The owner had 
been paid for his vessel, and made no complunt.* 

We have now the sum-total of all the complaints agiunst 
Mexico, which the jrant efforts of Messrs. Forsyth and 
Ellis could collect We can readily tma^ne the storm of 
mdignatjon and resentment which each a budget presented 
by the British Government to that at Washington, with a 
demand for a satis^tory answer in fourteen days, would 
T^e throughout the length and breadth of the Federal 

* Mr. Foraytli haTing beard of this cage, irrote to Ellis, Ds- 
cember 9th, 1S36, as " the ownere of the brig Fonrth of Jnlv 
axe content," he is not to insist on the restoration of the vmmI, 
bat only to demand utis&otion for the insult offered to tlis 
Ameriou FUg ! I 
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B«piiblic. The tone assuned by Mr. Mis was not less 
offen^ve than the pretended grieTBDces thetoselves. Of 
that tone, ire maj' form some opinion from the dignified 
conclusion of the Mexican answer : 

"Your Excellency, after spectfyhig bH the subjects 
which have been thus replied to, goes on to say, that tlie 
Mexican armed vessels baTe fired upon and insulted the 
flag of the United States, that her consuls have been mal- 
treated and insulted by the attthoritiea, priTate dtizena 
assassiDated, arrested, and scourged, like malefactors, their 
property condemned and confiscated, Ac, &o. But aa 
these ehai^ies are made in terms so gener^, the Supreme 
Government of the Republic desires that they may be 
specified, before taldng them into conriderstion." 

Let -us now see the chankcter of the eighteen gpeeifi^ 
grievances, as explained by the Mexican Oovemment, 
The cases of the Topaz (No. 2), Brazoria (No. 3), Captun 
Kieg6 (No; 6), the Paragon (No. 6), the Ophir (No. 7), 
the afhir at Metamoras (No. 10), the case of the Con- 
peer (No. 12), the Peter D. Vroom (No. 15). the Au- 
rora (No. 18), and the Fourth of July (No. 18), are ut- • 
terly divested of all wrong and injustice on the part of 
the Mexican Oovemment. 

There remain only eight of the whole budget which 
iifibrd the least room for compl^t ; and of these the 
Government professed entire ignorance in the case of the 
Martha (No. S), the Hannah Elizabeth (No. ff), the 
Eclipse (No. 11), the Northampton (No. 13). the treat- 
ment of the Consul at Tampico (No. 14), and the Beth- 
lehem (No. I7). It was not pretended that the injuries 
complcuned of in these six cases had been inflicted by 
ordera from the Oovemment ; and it might readily be 
believed that the Government was not acquwnted with 
ereij abuse of power by its officials. But in each of these 
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cases, an iuquii; was proniaed ; and it is difficult to ocm- 
c^ve what more could have been reaumablj demanded. 
We hare now left only two, cases within the knowledge <d 
the Government, at all open to the suspiaon of injustice 
and oppression — the case of Baldwin (No. 1 ), and of the 
detained steamboats (No. i). AppartiMy neither wu a 
fit subject of negotiation ; for the complaints in the first 
case were made agunst judidal decisions, which can never 
be properly brought into question hj a fordgn goveni- 
ment, except when founded on some great principle con- 
tradicted by treaty or national law, and not on mere 
issues of hct. The comphunt m the second instance ap- 
pears to have grown out of a contract over which our own 
Gorermnent had no legitimate cognizance. 

The Cabinet hod relieved themselves from breakup off 
the negotjations by throwing the responsibihty of it upon 
Mr. Ellis. Their confidence in this gentleman was not 
misplaced. After receiving from the Mexican Secretary 
of State the explanations and assurances already men- 
tioned, he demanded (7th Deceipber) his pabbporis ! 
The Mexican Government begged to know^ what cauat 
he took a step so calculated to affect the relations of the 
two conntties. It would not do to give the (rue reason : 
it was difficult to frame a plausible one ; and Mr. Ellis 
remained ulent. 

The Mexican Minister had left Washington on acconnt 
of the march of Ameiican troops into Texas, and the 
clmm advanced by the Government of the right to send 
an American army into the heart of Mexico, if necessary, 
to guard against Indian hotUliHti. Mr. Ellis bad tennin- . 
ated his mission in Mexico in the ezerdse of the discretion 
allowed him, adjud^g the answers made to the mghteen 
complaints unaafitfaetory. Negotiations being at an end, 
satis&cticai for the eighteen grievances, and as many man 
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as we cdnld find, could of course be obtained only by 
force, which would necessarily lead to witr, and that as 
necessarily to the immediate annexation of Texas. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 6th February, 1837, llie President haT- 
ing received Mr. Ellis's report, sent a Message to Con- 
gress on the subject of our cl^ms upon Mexico. In this 
document, complaining of the conduct of the deter Re- 
public, he observed i " The length of time since some of 
the Injnries have been committed, the repeated and un- 
availing applications for redress, the wanton character of 
some of the outrages upon the property and persmts of 
our citizens, upon the officers and fli^ of the TJoited 
States, independent of recent insults to this OoTemmeut 
and people by the late extraordinaiy Mexican Minister, 
would justify in the eyes of all nations iumkhiatb Wab. 
That remedy, however, should not be used by just and 
generous nations, confiding m their strength, for injuriea 
committed, if it can be honorably avcnded; and it haa 
occurred to me that, considering the present embarrassed 
condition of that country, we should act both with wisdom 
and moderation, by giving to Mexico one more oppor- 
tunity to atone for the past, before we tatie redress into 
onr hands." 

" To avdd all nusconception on the part of Mexico, sa 
well as to protect our nalional character from reproach, 
this opportunity should be gjven with the avowed design 
and full preparation U> take immediate tatit/aetion, if it 
should not be obtained on a repetition of the demand for 
it. To tiiia end, I recommend that an act be passed, 
authoriang repriialt and the u»e of the naval force of (h» 
United Statei, by the Executive, agmnst Mexico, to en- 
force them, in the event of a refusal by the Mexican 
govemment, to come to an amicable adjustment of the 
matters in controversy between us, upon another demand 
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tlMTOoC nude cm board one <^ oar vei»el» o/* var, on the 
aoatt of Mexico." 

The cruelty of tbis attempt to involve the two countries 
in war, was ^gravated by the very character of the re- 
commendation. No specificatioD is made of the injuries 
Te have received, no noUce ia taken of the answers re- 
tarned to the eighteen complaints, no tnentjon made of 
the amount of money churned. The President is to he 
vnned with power to take immediate satJsfoclioD, and for 
this pnrpoae the navy b to be placed at liia disposal. But 
to what amount the navy is to plunder the commerce and 
•ea-ports of Mexico, is not stated. However, before a 
system of robbery ia commenced, a demand for satis- 
faction (but how much no one knows,) is to he sent to 
the Government of Mexico, from a ahip of war off Yen 
CniEi and " a satisfactory answer " to be retnmed, of 
course, in a cert^ number of days. No one can fail to 
see that the President mtended war, and that a compli- 
ance with his recommendation by Congress would have 
been equivalent to its declaration. The country was not 
yet prepared to commence a system of human butchery, 
for the purpose of facilitating the acqui^tion of Texas ; and 
General Jackson's belligerent proposition found but little 
favor with dther house of Congress. 

But the reader 13 aa yet only partially acqudnted with 
the extreme wickedness of this proposal. He is yet to 
bam that only mtc months before the date of this message, 
the President had himself acknowledged that Mexico was 
guiltless of the conduct he now imputed to her. We must 
again advert to the letter of the 5th August, 1638, 
already quoted in the preceding chapter. This was a sort 
of semi-official, semi -confidential epistle, written, not at 
Washington, but at the President's residence in Tennessee, 
and addressed to the Governor of that State. Govemw 
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Oumon was, donbUew, no less umons than bU &ieDd, tor 
Lhe annexation of Texas, even at the eoat, if necessary, of 
a war with Mexico. Qeneral Jackson seenis to bare 
writtea the letter, to excuse himself for countermanding 
Ofunes's ordw for troops, and for not fsu^tating aimex- 
ation, by making war cm Mexico. On the first point he 
tells the Governor " th«« is no infonnatioa to jnaCify the 
apprehensitn of hostilities to nny serious extent, from the 
western ludiaas/' But was not the frontier endangered by 
the MexicBos ? Was not Mexico virtnally waging war 
upon us ? Listen to the solemn assertions made by the 
President's ambassador £IU3, in his letter to the Mexican 
Secretary of State, on the 26th September, only a few 
weeka after the commuoication made to Governor Can- 
non : — " The flag of the United States bas been repeatedly 
insulted, and fired upon by the pubbc armed vessels of this 
Goverament ; ber consuls, in almost every port of tbe Re- 
public, have been maltreated and insulted by the publJa au- 
thorities ; her citizens, while in the pursuit of a lawful trade, 
have been murdered on the bigb seas, by a licentious and 
unrestrained soldiery. Olbers have been arrested and 
ecbnrged in the streets by tbe military, like malefactors — ■ 
tbey have been seized and imprisoned under the most 
frivolous pretexts — their property has been condemned 
and confiscated in violation of existing treaties, and the 
acknowledged laws of nations, and large sums of money 
have been exacted of them, contrary to all law." Now, in 
snch a state of things, how did General Jackson excuse 
himself to his friend, for not vindicating tbe rights of his 
country ? Very eaaly. All the grievances we could 
muster were but eiffkteen, and Ellis's vituperation was in- 
tended for the purpose of insult and eiasperation. Tbe 
President well knew, as the result proved, that Congress 
could not be prevailed on to declare war against Mexico 
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at preMDt, sad hence he telli Goveroor CaniKin : " Should 
Mexico iuult our natioiial flag, umtde our tenitoiy, or 
inUmipt oni dlizeiu in Uie lawful pursuits which are 
guaranteed to them by treaty, thtn the Ooremment will 
promptly repel the insult, and take speedy reparation for 
the injury. Bur rr does not seem that oprairoBs of 
TBia OHARAOTia HATE BBBR ooMMTrTKD BT Mexico."* Let 
it not be foi^tlen, that this confession was made about 
two weeks afi» the date of the instniotions to Ellia 
already mentioned, and which were obviously intended to 
produce a rupture of the diplomado intercoune between 
the two countries, as preparatory to war. 

■ a«e thii renftrkable latter in Ex. Doc. 2 Sia. 24 Cong. Vol. 
I, Ail. 3, It WM probably intendad as & pritiait letter, bnt 
almott immediatd; fiiiuid ila yn,j Into the newapapen, moat 
likel; throngh the indiscretion of Oovemor Cannon, Being 
thoa nud« pnblio, Hr, FonjUi made use of 11, OuSUt eflkesamt 
monlii, in hu oorrespondenae with the Meiioui Hinuter, leod- 
ing him a nttetpaptr capi/ of tit hUer, aa efidence of the PreM- 
dwt'i friendly dispori^n tcvardt HakIoo ! 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

AOKKovLBoaimNT oe the indbpxsdehce of TXXAe. 

Thk colomsta of Texas bong American citizens, at no 
time wiahed to remain a separate and indepeudant nation. 
Their lughest aspiration was to see their lone star admitted 
into the American constellation. The slaTS-holders also 
were adverse to the^ise of a small independent State on 
their southern borders— a Slate that in time might form 
a barrier to tbe progress of slavery. It was the policy of 
the Texana to etimiilate tbe de^re of the slave-holders for 
anneKation, and hence within fifteen days after the decla- 
ration of independence, they adopted a constitution 
giving the rights of citizenship to all white emigrants, after 
a residence of sis months, authorinng eraigrants to bring 
their slaves with tbem, and rendering human bondage 
perpetual, by depriving the legislature of the power to 
abolish it. A boon was held out to the breeding States, 
by granting them the monopoly of the Texan market, the 
importation of slaves being prohibited, except from the 
TJtiited Statei. Free n^roes and mnlattoes, it is well 
known, are regarded by the slave-holders as a dangerous 
population. In Texas, no colonization society was needed 
to remove such nuisances from the country. By the Con- 
stitution, every negro and every mulatto, now or in future, 
remaining on the soil of Texas, was doomed to bondage. 
There was still one more lure held out to the South. Mr. 
Benton had calculated that nine slave States might be 
carved ont of Texas ; but his viaon of the future was con-* 
fined to the Mexican province rf that name. The Ameri- 
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can insurgenta, however, resolved to offer to the slaTfl- . 
faolding jnterest, not a ^ngle province only, but parts vt 
Coahuila, TsmHulipas, and New Mexico ; and accordingly 
voted themselves, on the ISth December, 1836, the vast 
territory included between the United States and the Eio 
Grande, from its source to its month. To proclaim, more- 
over, their eagerness to transfer themselves and thdr im- 
mense domain, now consecrated to slavery, to the Federal 
Union, a poll was held in 1836, at which the electors 
were required to express their wish for annexation, or for 
a separate government. The result was, 3279 votes for 
. annexation, and 91 agafost it. This vote is also im- 
portant, as showing the diminutive population of the 
insurgent State. These various manifestations were not 
made to unwilling or unobservant spectators. 

The Pre^dent, while full of complaints against the ag- 
gressions of Mexico, sent an oiEcial agent (Hemy M. 
Uorfif,) into Texas, whose report of the good land, it was 
hoped, would excite the American people to go up and 
take possession. On the 22d December, 1836, the Pre- 
udent laid before Congress a communicaticm from his 
agent, on the " Political, military, and civil condition of 
Texas." TUs document reveals the following important 
facta : — " The boundaries claimed by Texas will extend 
from the mouth of the Rio Grande, on the east ^de, up 
to its bead waters, thence on a line due north, until it in- 
tersects that of the United States, and with that line to the 
Red River, on the northern boundary of the United States, 
then to the Sabine, and along that river to its mouth, and 
from that point westwardly with the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Rio Grande. It was tk« intmliim of the Government, 
immedialelif after the battle of Sam Jizdnto, to have claim- 
ed/rom the Bio Grande along the rieer to 30 dfc/ree» <ff 
latitude, and then toett to the Padfie, It was, howevor. 



found that this would not Btrike a conTement point on the 
C^iforruft, th&t it would be difficult to control a irander- 
iug population so distant, and that the territory now de- 
termined upon would be su^cient for a young RepuMe. 
7%c political limils of Texm proper, previoni to the 1<M 
revohUion, were the Nueees rieer on the west, along ih» Red 
Biver on the north, the SaUne <m the tost, and <b GiUf 
of Mexico on the tovth."* 

Tlie report of hia agent in Texas was accompanied by 
■ the President with certain vemnrlis highly oharacteiistic 
of the policy pursued from the first by the Federal Go- 
vernment towarde that province. " It is known," Bwd 
the Pre^denC, " that the people of Texas have instituted 
the same form of government with our own ; and have, 
^nce the close of your last session, openly resolved, on 
the acknowledgment by you of their independehce, to.seek 
admission into the Union as one of the Federal States. 
The title of Texas lo the territory she eiaimt it itbmtifiti 
with her independenee. She asks us to acknowledge tbst 
title to the territory with an avowed design immediately to 
transfer it lo the United States." Thus we have a direct 
appeal to the avarice of the American people in behalf of 
aunexatioB. The extravagant clmms of Texas to Mexican 
territory are spread before Congress, and that body is 
reminded that the title to these vast domains u idefUiJUd 
with the independence of Texas- Let us acknowledga 
that independence, and we thereby acknowledge the good- 
ness of her claims ; and, as soon as the acknowledgm^t 
is made, all Texas, and part of Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and 
most of New Mexico, will he ours. The influence of the 
tempter was in no degree lessened by a little common- 
place cant about the duty of avoiding all aiispioion of act- 
ing from inleresled motives. It was now obvious that, as 

•Ex. Docmttcnta.Tol. 2. 24 Cong. 2 S«* 
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Texu could not be purdused, and as Mexico would pro- 
bably not be provoked into war, the acknowledgment of 
Texan independence was a neceseaiy prelimmary to an- 
nexation. But there was a powerful and vigilant hostility 
at the North against every measure leading to tbe aujui- 
nticoi of more slave territory. Pwns were, therefore, 
taken first to weaken this oppoution by consideratioiis of 
personal and party interest, and, secondly, to lull its ap- 
prehenuoos by ffdse and deceptive suggestions and assnr- 
lunces. Thus President Jackson, in the Message already 
quoted, after showing how exoeedingly profitable to the 
United States the acknowledgment of Texan independ- 
ence wonld certainly prove, proceeded to atlny the alarm 
of the North which his own representation awakened, by 
pretending that such acknowledgment must be indefinitely 
postponed. "Pnidence," sud he, "seems to dictate 
that we should still stand aloof, and maintain onr present 
attitude, if not tiH Mexico Or one of the great foreign 
powers shall recognize the independence of the new Oo- 
vemment, at least until the lapte of time, trr the course of 
events, shall have proved, bet/ond all eavtl or dinpute, the 
sbiUty of that country to maintain their separate sore- 
r^gnty, and to uphold the Government constituted by 
tiem." 

' This declamtion, so franli and explicit, an^ made at the 
beginning of the Session of Congress, tended to pre- 
vent all demonstration of popular opinion against tbe ac- 
knowledgment, and all pledges on tbe subject from tbe 
Representatives to their constituents. 

On the 1st of March, two days before the close of tbe 
Session, and in the absence of six members, a resolution 
passed tbe Senate acknowled^g the iNDBPEcinEiicB of 
Texas. AlluHon was made in debate to tbe objectitms 
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made by the President on the 22d of the preceding De- 
cember to such a measure. To tlie astoushmeiit of the 
public, the mover of the resolution, Mr. Walker, froin 
Mississippi, declared in hia place that he " had it from the 
President's own lips that, if he were a Senator, he would 
vote for this resolution." Thus the lapse of time and 
course of evenle, contemplated by the Preadent in his 
Message, were ascertained to be eight weeks, and a ma- 
jority in Congress. The resoluttcm was adopted by the 
lower House, and the American Colonists in Texas were 
thus received into the family of nalioaa as forming an Inde- 
pend^rt Republic. 



I , Google 



RSVIKW OF THK MEXICAN VAR. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Ksw oiahis advascbd aoainbt mexico. 

It Tin be reoollectod tbat President Jackson, in his Mes- 
uge of tbe 6th February, 1887, proposed that be should 
be aathorized to make reprisals against Mexico, and for 
that purpose to employ the naval force of the nation, pro- 
vided Mexico did not come " to an amicable adjustment 
of the matters in controversy between us, upon another 
demand thereof made on board one of our vessels of 
War." 

Now, " the matters in controversy between ua" were, 
in fact, no other than tho eighteen grievances already spe- 
cified. It was elipuiafed by the existing treaty with 
Mexico, that neither party shall " order or authorize any 
act of reprital, nor declare war against the other on eom- 
plunts of grievances or damages, until the said party 
considering itself offended shall first have presented to the 
other a statement of such injuries or damages, verified by 
competent pro^, and demand justice and satisfaction, and 
the same shall have been either refused or vnreaaojiabl;/ 
delayed." Whatever claims and grievances we might 
have agmnst Mexico, they were not " matter» in eontro- 
veriy" until after they had been presented, and by the 
express t«nns of the treaty could not warrant either re- 
prisals or war, until they had been verified, and the Mexi- 
can Government had «ther refused or tinreaeonably de- 
layed jostioe. 

Kotwithstanding this treaty stipulation, the President 
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laid before Congress a scliedule of grievances b 
in number to coRrr-six.* Of the origuia] eighteen claims, 
only one dated as far back as 1831, in the new schedule 
thirty-two are founded on acts alleged to have been com- 
mitted j»w to 1832. Having given the reader a specifi- 
fication of each of the original claims, we will not now 
trespass on his patience by noticing in detail the addi- 
tional on«s which the administration now found it con- 
venient Ui disinter from the oblivion of past years, and 
ivhich had been in fact buried by the treaty ratified Sth 
April, 1832, which proclaimed the friendship existing 
between the two Republics. It may be well, however, to 
give a few samples of these claims to show the deter- 
mined efforts of the American Government to quarrel 
with Mexico. 

"Mexican Company, Baltimore, 1616; amount of 
claim not slAted. This was an association of individuals 
that furnished General Mina with the means of undertak- 
ing his invasion of Mexico, which amount they aver -lae 
never been repud to them." 

" Mrs. Young, 1817 ; amount of claim not staled. The 
^ claimant is (he widow of Col. Guilford Young, who waa 
« partner of Mina, and was killed while fighting in 161?. 
The claim is understood to be for arrean of pay.'' 

These clwms it will be observed, are for insurreetioiiaiy 
services agaimt the Spanish Gocemmml, seven or eight 
years before that Government was succeeded by Ilia 
Mexican Republic. 

"John B.Marie, 1824; amount of claim not stated. 
Goods seized upon pretext of having been introdoced oon- 
trary to a Mexican law. The claimant says he was igno- 
rant of the law." 

«T. K Budley, and J. C. 'ffllson, 1824; 
•Ei*"**^ th Cong, 2d Sew., vol. 3, 
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clumed not elated. The claimants robbed of a part of 
their property by the Camanche Indians, on thdr return 
from a trading expedition to Mexico. 

The proposition to employ the naral force of the Union 
in making reprisals to enforce suck claims was deemed too 
hazardous to be wise. It would necessarily bring on a 
war ; and a war waged on pretests so scandalous, might 
destroy the popularity of the party, and augment the 
anti-slavery feeling of the North. It was evident the 
nation was not yet prepared to incur the calamities of war 
(or the sole purpose of hastening the annexation of Texas ; 
and moreover, such a war, to receive the concurrence of 
the NiHtb, must at least be commtneed by Mexico. A 
course was therefore adopted, more sagacious than that 
urged by the fiery impatience of the Pfeudent. Com- 
mittees of the two Houses of Congress, made reports well 
catcutated, by exaggerating the misconduct of Mexico, to 
exasperate the ill-feeling already existing, but recom- 
mending that one more demand uhould be made for re- 
paration. 

On the last day of the SossTon, an appropriation was 
made for the salary. of a Minister to Mexico, "whenever 
in the opinion of the Preddent circumstances will permit 
a renewal of diplomatic intercourse honorably with that 
Power." It was only in the preceding December that the 
Diplomatic int«rcouTse had been broben off by instructions 
from the Pre«eent, on the ground that it could not honor- 
ably be continued ; and yet, on the 30th of March, with- 
out any circumstance having occurred in the interval to 
invite a renewal of that intorconrae, except the refusal of 
Congress to go to war, the Premdent nominated a Minister 
to Mexico ! "And who," to use the langu^e of J. Q, 
8 this Minister of peace, to be sent with the 
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In the geiual sdl of If ezico f It was do other than Pow* 
hatlan Ellis, of Mississippi, famishing for Texas, and just 
returned in anger and resentment from an abortive and 
abruptly terrainaled mission to the same Government. 
Hia very name must ha« tasted like womlTood to the 
Mexican palate ; and his name seems alone to hare been 
used for the pmpose of ^ving a relish to these last re- 
sources of pacific and coniuliatory conndlfi. But though 
appnnted, he was not permitted to proceed upon hia em- 
bassy. He was kept at home, and in his stead was des- 
patched a courier of the Department of State, with a 
budget of grievances good and bad, new and old, stuffed 
with wrongs as full as Falstaff's buck basket with foul 
linen, to be turned "over under the nose of the Mexicaa 
Secretary of State, with an allowance of ode wbbk* to 
examine, search out, and answer concenung them all.'' 

In politics as in commerce, the supply is r^^ulated by 
the demand. The Cabinet were in urgent want of claims 
upon Mexico, and, as it was, possible money might be 
extorted on these claims, there was, of course, no lack of 



On the 20th July, 1836, the " accumulated wrongs" 
for which Mr. Forsyth instructed Ellis to demand satisfac- 
tion, and, if not received in a limited time, to ask for hia 
passports, amounted, as we have seen, to fifteen in number, 
but as two had been already settled, in fact only to thir- 
teen. These, by the zeal and industry of Eltia, were 
increased to eighteen. On the 6th February, 1887, the 
accumulation was swelled to fotty-ax, and on the 20th 
July, 18ST, the anniveraary of Mr. Forsyth's celebrated 
despatch to Ellis, the "courier of the department of 

• » The mtasenger bearing the budget was jMlrooted to vemBin 
tn the citj of Meiico nw wwl." Rep. of Cong., iBt »eeB., 23tli 
Conj., Vol.4. 
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State," Bppeftred in the dtj of Mexico, bending beoeatli 
a load of viftt-uvbn wrongs, for whicli, in the name <^ 
the Americiui Oovernment, be demanded "justice and 
satisfaction." 

Of theee complainla, it may readily be imagined, many 
were in the highest degree most insolent and ridicnlous. 
Let one suScc : — In 1829, Mexico was invaded by a 
Spanish force, and a printing press in Tampico, sud to 
have been Ameriom property, was destroyed by the 
invadeia. Eight 3'ears ufter the occurrence, Mexico is 
for the first lime informed that she is held responsible by 
the Federal Government, for an act committed by her 
enemies in time of war. We can judge (^ tiie effect cf 
such a claim upon the Mexicans, by Supposing a demand 
of the French king upon the American Oovernment, for 
payment of iajutiee received by one of his subjects, from 
the British troops while in possesion ot the city of 
Washington. 

The temporary detention of two dtizens at Metamoraa, 
and the pretended abduction of two mules and a mare, 
although so abundantly and satisfactorily explained, ^;ain 
figure among the national grievances for which the " cou- 
rier" demanded satisfaction. 

That our Government had no deure whatever, to bring 
their dispute with Mexico to an amicable termination, is 
perfectly obvious from the extraordinary course it pursued 
on this occasion. Coi^ess decided not to go to war, but 
to renew negotiations, and fumidied money for the salary 
of a minister. A minister is appointed personally odious 
to the Mexicans, but detained at home, while a. messenger is 
sent with a, list of fifty-seven grievances, of which not 
more thaa eighteen at most had ever before been brought 
to the notice of the Mexican Government. This messenger 
was forbidden to remain for more than oiu veek. No 



t, Gooi^lc 



REVIEW OP THE UBXICAN WAX. 63 

opportunity -was afforded to Mexico to make explanations, 
or even to ascertain what reparation irould be aatisfactory. 
She had no minister in the United States. Hie American 
Minister, appointed in obedience to the wishes of Congress, 
was not dispatched ; and hence, admitting our claims to 
have been jiist, and admitting Mexico to be willing to 
allow tbem, the very measures adopted by the CaUnet 
precluded all adjustment of the points in controverBy. 
Our demands were in truth intended only to irritate, and 
to furnish stronger pretexts than had yet been found for 
repritali atid war. 

Before this "buck basket," with iU fifty-seven griev- 
ances reached Mexico, that Qovemment — which knew oi 
no other than the ^hteen causes of complamt against it 
specified .by Mr. Ellis, and on account of which he had 
terminated his mission — had passed an Act offering to 
submit to the award of a friendly power, tiie claims of 
the United States." 

* Ex. Doo., 26tli Cong., 2 Bees. Vol. 8. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

IBXATT or ARSEZATIOH PROFOBBD AMI BBJBOTXD. 

Jdct twelve montba after the declaratioii of Texan inde- 
pendence, that independence was ncknowledj^ed by the 
United States. A minister representjog the Federal 
Uovemment, waa immediately despatched to the insurg' 
enta, and one in retnm was recared from them. Mr. 
Hunt, recently on American dtizen, and now " Envoy 
ExtnLordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Re- 
public of Texas," appeared among his old friends at 
Washington, and in August, 1837, proposed, in behalf of 
the yeaHing Republic, a treaty of annciatioo. Mr. Van 
Bnren had, the preceding 4th of March, assumed the 
r&as of Government. ■ This gentleman had, on various 
occauons,, shown so much anxiety to conoliate the South, 
as tA be sdgmadzed by his opponents as " the Northern 
man with Southern principles." Mr. Hunt was therefore 
warranted in believing, that he would have no personal 
objection to extending the slave re^on by the addition of 
Texas. But very sufficient obstacles existed to the pro- 
posed treaty. Such a treaty would necessarily involve a 
war with Mexico, and in such a war the country was not 
yet prepared to engage. The treaty moreover, could not 
be ratified, because it was ivell ascert^ned, that more than 
(ne-tbird of the Senators would withhold their assent. A 
fruitless attempt to negotiate such a treaty would be a 
political blunder wliicb Mr. Van Bnren was too sagacious to 
commit— a blunder which would inevitably destroy the 
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popularitjr of the admiaistration, aad have b moat disastrous 
influence on tlie ensuing election. The Teian proposition 
was therefore politely declined on the groond that annei- 
atjan at the present time must result in a war with Mexico. 
This was a reason which could give no offence to the 
South, especially as there were good grounds fur hoping 
that the dextrous management of our claims would ere 
long remove the only alleged obstacle to annexation. The 
pear was not yet quite ripe, and Mr, Van fiuren was at 
the time ignorant of the Mexican offer, which was des- 
tined to postpone its maturity, . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

TBIATT OF AHBITBATIOH AOTIOIT or rHB SLATESOUISBS. 

Mexico, aiudoas to preserve peace with the TTnited States, 
not onl; proposed to refer the clums of the latter to arU- 
tration, but once more sent a ICnister to Washingtco. 
This gentleman anived in October, and, as is said, from a 
misapprehenuon that the Mexican proposition had already 
been communicated to the American Government, did 
not officially announce it till the 22d December, 1837. 
The proposition itself was a sore disappdntment t^ the 
partisans of annexation. It tended to avert, or af least to 
postpone war. It wus a proposition so fair and honor- 
able, BO pacific, and so directly appealing to the motsl 
sense of the community, that it could not be rejected, 
without bringing great odium upon the administration ; 
and the party of which it was the representative, had but 
little popularity to spare. Still it was received ia sullen 
ulence, and no other notice taken of it at the time, than a 
formal acknowledgment of its recdpt* No less thou 
.three times after this acknowledgment, did Mr. Forsyth 
(Secretary of State), press upon the Mexican ■ Minister 
new claims, and new demands without deigning even a 
passing allusion to the very . important proposal he had 
received. Four months elapsed, and this Government 
bad yet giv^i no intimation of its wiUingness to adopt an 
equitable and pacific mode of obtaining redress for " the 
accumulated wrongs" nnder which it professed to be suf- 
' See Ex. Doc. 2Gth Cong.. 2 Sasa., Vol. 12. 
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ferittg- In the meantime, the Mexican offer had become 
public, and petitiona had been presented to Congress 
praying ita acceptaoce ;* and at least forty thoosand cJti- 
oens had laid before that body their remonstrances agmnst 
annexation. At length on the 2l3t April, 1838, Mr. For- 
syth informed the Mexican Miiust«r, that the Preddent 
" is too anxious to avoid proceeding to extremities, 
to accept the oilier ! Negotiatjons were now con)menced 
at Washington, which resulted, on the 10th of September, 
1838, in a oonv^ition between the two Oovemmenta,* by 
which it was agreed, that all the claims against Mexico 
should be referred to a board of four Commissioners, two 
to be appointed by each party. The board to meet in 
Washington three months afier the exchange of ratifica- 
tkins, and to sit not more than eighteen months. The 
award of the Commisdoners to be final, but the cases on 
which they could not agree were to be decided by an 
umpire to be named by the King of Prussia. Should the 
Mexican Qovemment not find it convenient to pay the 
amount awarded in cash, the payment was to be made in 
BO much government stock aa would, at the market price 
in London, be equal te the award. The Mexican ratifica- 
tion of tlus Convention not having been exchanged within 
the time limited, it was renewed with slight modifications 
in 1840 ; the rnost important of which was, that the sum 
awarded was te be paid, one half in cosh, and the other 
in Treasury notes bearing dght per cent, interest, and re- 
ceiveable for Mexican duties. 

The determination of the Executive to refer the Mexi- 
can eldms to arbitration, and the delay necessarily caused 
by Buch a refei^Dce, seemed to excite the slaveholders to 
increased energy.in forwardii^ their favorite object. Mis- 
sissippf had alnady. by ita Legislature, demanded the an- 
• Bee Ex. Doo. 2Bth Cong., 2 Bess., Vol. 12. 
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uezation of Texas, avowedly for tiie benefit of the slave- 
bolding mt«r«st. The State <^ Alabama now did the 
■ame. The Legislature of Tennessee joined in the de- 
DiHnd, but refmned from the indecency of resting it on 
the extension of human bondage. Three days after the 
acceptance of the Mexican offer, Mr. Preston, a senator 
from South CaroUaa, introduced a resolution, declaring 
the expediency of annexing Texas to the Union. On the 
14th June, 1838, Ur. Thompson of the same State pro- 
posed a joint resolution in the Lower Honse, directing the 
President to take proper steps for the annezalion of Texas, 
" as soon as it can be done consbtendy with the treaty 
stipulations of this Oovemment." 

At the South there was little or no difference between 
the two political parties on the question of annexation. 
As a specimen of the recklessnesa and profligacy with 
which the measure was then urged, we may quote the 
following language held by a prominent whig journal, 
"We have heretofore asserted, and we repeat it agun, 
that Texas should be made a component part of our 
cotmtry at all hoards, peaceably if she was willing, and 
forcibly, if she was reluctant."* 

The North, however, was not ulent. The whig party 
were nearly uiuted in th^ opposition to Texas, and they 
were in nmny instances j<nned by portions of their political 
opponents. The States of Vermont, Maine, Massachu- 
■ setU, Connecticut. Rhode Island, New York, and P«in- 
sylvsnia, all protested, through their Legislatures, against 
annexation. It is not, therefore, surprising that Mr, Van 
Buren departed from the policy of Oeneral Jackson in re- 
fening the claims of Mexico to arbitration instead of the 
sword. 

* Franldlirt (Ey.) OmiamimiaUh, Ut.j 2d, 18B8. 
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CHAPTER X. 



nKULTB OP THE TRBATT' ( 

It ia not to be inferred, from what has been beretofora 
said of the cl^ms upon Mexico, that none of them were 
founded in justice. Unquestionably some of the most le- 
gitimate ^rere neverthelesa of a character wtncb, according 
to the laws and usages of nations, were not fit Bubjecta of 
national controTeray, such for instance as were founded 
on contracts or on torts within the cognizance of the ordi- 
nary ttibunals of the country. Nor is it surpi^g that, 
daring the many military revolutions by which Mexico 
had for years been convolsed, subordinate officera should 
occasionally have exceeded their powers, and for militaiy 
purposes have trespassed on the neutral rights of Ameri- 
can reudents. The admiralty courte of Mexico, had con- 
demned American vessels, taken with arms and muniti<au 
of war intended for Teras. These articles of contraband 
were by treaty liable to forfeiture ; but the vessels them- 
selves, together with such parts of the cargo as were not 
contraband, were by treaty exempted from condemnation. 
Had the intentions of the American Government been 
equitable, and thdr measures temperate, there b no rea- 
son to believe that any senous dif&culty would have been 
experienced in recovering compensation where , it was 
justly doe. 

The Board of Commissioners appointed under ths 
^^ty commenced their seesion in Washmgton, 11th 
Augrot, 1840 ; and by 2$tb May, the next year, a psnod 
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of about mne months, they bad passed upon entry daim 
that hftd been presented to them, accompanied with the 
necesaary vojfcben, a fact deriving great importance fro^ 
tuiitquent ewnti. In February, 1842, the ConunisaitHi 
was dissolved by the limitation prescribed in tbe Treaty, 
having sat ^gbteen months. The King of Prussia bad 
named bis Minister at Washington, Baron Boenne, as 
umpire. 

TotalMDoont of Cl^m*preaent«d, • - - 911,860,678 
Of thaw Biibnutted too Ut« U) b« exBnuned, 8,338,837 

8,518,741 



Ammint of Clunu kdjadioiited, - - . . 7,596, lU 

B<^t«d b; CommiMioncrs and Umpire, - 6,6aB,Q76 

Allowed do. do. - - «2,02S,286 

Tlus statement invites various remarks. The Fedeml 
Oovemment had been for years espoudng the cause of 
the Mexican cMmants. Session after session had the 
Executive Messages brought before Congress, not the 
particulars but the tuhfeet of Mexican outrages. Com- 
mittees had rdterated the lamentations ftf the Preadent 
over our accumulated wrongs. A minister had been with- 
drawn from Mexico, because redress had been withheld ; 
and war had virtually been recommended by Oeneral 
Jackson to obtain, by force of arms, that justice for our 
MtJzens which Mexico denied them. Finally, a solemn 
Treaty proposed to afford the long-deiired but denied re- 
paration. A Court, composed of two American and two 
Mexican citizens, were to sit in judgment on these cUms; 
and, where the Court could not ^ree, an impartial um- 
pire was to award the amount justly due. The Court 
commenced its session about tieo yean after its first ap- 
pointment Surely the claimants had abundant notice to 
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prepare aod present their claima ; and tbey lutd also 
timely notice that the term of the Court was limited to 
eighteen montha. For the convenience of the clainutnta, 
the Court assembled in Washington, contrary to tha 
nishes and remonstrances of the Mexican Goyemment. 
Under Buch circumstances, it is not' surprising that, after 
the Court had been in seswm nine months, only one-half 
of the time to which it was finuted, it had dbpoeed of 
may cose that had been presented with proper rouchers. 
But at the termioadon of the next nine months, we find 
claims to the amount of (3,33S,837, that were presented 
too late to be even examined I The m^nitgde (4 these 
claims, and the astonishing delay in presenting them, after 
the unwearied solicitude of the Government to swell the 
demand agwnst Mexico, clearly indicate their frandulent 
and specnlaliTe character. We find, moreover, that of 
those claims which were passed upon, about thrse- 

rODHTHS Of THK AMOUNT CLAIMED WAS REJECTED SS not 

due. Unquestionably the strongest claims were first 
brought forward ; and if these were three-fourths spuri- 
ous, we may judge of the character of those introduced 
at the close of the session. We have seen the e^remesB 
with which the Government welcomed and pressed every 
claim, however stale and absurd. It is obvions that the 
CoTirt of ClMms, if we may so name it, was a lottery in 
which mt^ificent prizes might be drawn, and in which 
the tickets cost nothing. Every man who had been in 
Mexico for the last twenty years, and could manufacture 
a wrong, was virtually invited to come forward and try 
Ins luck. There is also strong reason to beKevB, that, 
when at the end of the first nine months, all the cases 
ready had been heard, it was found that the result would. 
be so insignificant as to cast contempt and riiScule upon, 
the Cabinet ; and that, therefore, great eflbrts were made 
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to isdnoe racklew speculators and adventoren to coma 
forward with cluma which would at least swell the im- 
Uqnidated demand, and famish ground for continued and 
initating complaint But suppoeing the unsettled claimi 
to have been not less wortbleea than those which were 
adjudicated, then one Wllion more would hare been add- 
ed to the award, making a debt due by Mexico of thi«e 
instead of the eleven millions clumed. 

Congress lately passed a bill for paying to American 
claimants five millions, due from tlie French Oovemment, 
but which ours did not choose to go to war to collect. It 
was only of feeble Mexico, with ber unprotected territory, 
that the Federal Catunet was ready to collect debts at the 
mouth of the cannon. 

It may not be amiss to give some spewnens of the 
shameless profligacy of many of these claims, which poli- 
lidans, for selfish purposes, have found it convenient to 
magnify into grievous wrongs. 

A. 0. de Sautongelo was a schoolmaster and printer in 
Mexico. In one of the revoludonary struggles, he vnm 
obliged to flee, abandoning his school and press. He 
came to New Orleans, and thence to New York, where 
be became a naturalized citizen of the United Stalet, 
and in that capacity brought in a tall of $398,690 against 
the Mexican Oovemment for damages! The Mexican 
Commismoners denied that anything was due ; the Ame- 
rican Commisaioners allowed him t88,440 — which the 
Umpire cut down to tfiO,000, one-eighth of the demand. 
On what principle this eighth was allowed, it is difiBcult 
toimBgine. 

Bhoda McCrae cltumed (6,694.04 for a penaon for 
her son killed in the Mexican service. The American 
Cmnmisnonera to tlieir shame allowed the dilm, and Hm 
Umpire to his credit rejected it. 
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Sophia M. Bobinson cMmed, for Bervices rendered by 
her husband in Meiico — then a province of Spam — ia 
I8IT, (1) $16,000, and as much more for internet. Ths 
American Commissionera allowed her $32,000 I The 
Umpire mostjighteoi^l^ refused her a cent. 

John Baldwin claimed for a Irunle of wearing appard, 
seized bj s Uexican custom-house officer, tllTO. Inter- 
Mt|3U.60: $1481.50. .iJfJ allowed by American Gom- 
misfiioners. Undecided by Umpire,* 

Mr, Pendleton, -ol Virginia, in a very able apeecb in 
CoD^rees, 22nd Febmaiy, 1847, on these claims, thai 
comments on one of them : " There is one particniar item 
—a beauty of its kind — which I will mention. Tlie item 
is for fifty-six dozen bottles of porter. I believe the beet 
London porter ^an be purchased in any part of the world 
for something like three doUara a-dozen ; and I estimate 
this porter, therefore, very liberally, when I put it down at 
two hundred dollars. What do you suppose it charg^ 
for it in this account? Why, sixteen hundred and ninety 
dollars ! But that ia reasonable, compared with the in- 
terest charged upon tlie price. That ia for less than six 
years set down at $6,570; making for fifty-six dozen 
bottles of porter the nice little sum of $8,260 ! I do not 
say that all these accounts are of that sort ; but this I 
will say, that many of them are mmv unreasonable." f 
One of tbe claims left undecided wfts preferred by a 
Texan land company for the comfortable sum of $2,164, 
Q04 ; and one individual clfums $690,000 for erroneona 
decisions against him in Mexican courts ! It is creditable 
to the justice and moderation of Mexico, that, when such 
unscrupulous audacity was countenanced by our Gorera- 
ment, the demands manufactured against her reached to 
no more than eleven millions of dollars, 

No.ai. 
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CHAPTER XL 

SEW TRBATIBa WITH MEXICO ABODT OUJIIB. 

^1 Tnatj of Arbttration bad deprived the Admimslnh 
tion for some dme of eiX pretexts of complaint agaiuit 
Uezico, and probably poetp<»ied the anneiation of Texas. 
Fortonatelj for the deigns of the Cabinet, the acciunnla- 
tion (rf claims towards the close of the Commisai(« bad, 
as we have bmb, left a l^rg* nominBl aoKiunt undecided. 
Of this mrphiB, the Adminiatralion eagerly availed itsdf 
to renew a haraaung negotiatioo: No Minister had beoi 
Best to Mexico ance Mr. ElHs thought it expedient to de- 
mand his passports, and to decline specifying the reasom 
(tf so imgraoioua a measnre. The Commission under the 
Treaty terminated, as we have seen, in February, 1848 ; 
and Ae next March, Mr. Tyler, who as Vice-Pread«it 
had succeeded to the Executive Chur on the . death of 
-Prendent Harrison, appointed Mr. Waddy Thompson, at 
South Carolina, Minialer to Meiico. In selecting this 
gentleman, he was no doubt influenced by the same mo- 
lires which had led to the appointment of Messrs. Poin- 
sett, Butler, and EIHs. He was a slaveholder, devoted to 
the cause of Texas. He had, moreover, on the floor of 
Congress, mtroduced a resolution directing the Preudent 
to take measures for the annexation of Texas, as soon as 
it could be done, consistently with the Treaty stipulations 
, »f the Government — an act which necessarily rendered 
bim personally ofiensive to the Mexican Oovernment. 

It will be recollected that by the treaty of arbitratkn 
the award was to be pud half in cash, and half in treas- 
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vry notes at par, beaiiog eight per cent, intereat, and 
receivable foi duties. Mr. Thompfioa found the Mexican 
credit very low, and Ireasurj notes at a discount of about 
Beventj per cent His diplomatic corre3[Kiadence has 
been pubtished only in part, aDd we arctherefore ignorant 
bj what means he succeeded in negotiating, 30th January, 
184S, a nea convention or treaty by which Mexico agreed 
to pay on the 30th April of the same year, all the interest 
tben due, and the award itself in five years, in equal 
quarterly iostalmeDts. This arrangement has been repre- 
sented as a boon granted to Mexico,* and therefore aggra- 
vtiing her ingr^tude. The aeaertion, like most pthera 
made in vindicatjon at apology of the Mexican war, is 
untrue. Says Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of Slate, writii^ 
to Mr. Shannon, miuster in Mexico, June SOtb, 1844 — 
"The convention {d 1880), provided that the elaima 
which should be allowed, might be discharged by payment 
ef Mexican tivasuiy notes, but aa tiMse were much de- 
preciated in value, it became a nuiiter 0^ Mn^opftrnc* to effiwt 
some other arrangement by which tjMeU should he sabali- 
tuted in their stead. To this end yoor predeceaear 
(Thompson), was empowered and mtlrueled to enter into 
a negotiation with the Government of Mexico, and a 
convention was concluded, SOth Jaouary, 1848." Mr. 
Thompson, in his ** Recollections of Mexico," speaking 
of tHa convention, saya, p. 2^3, " the mariiet value of the 
treasury notes was abont thirty cents on a dollar, and, if 
this additional two millions had been thrown upon the 
market, they would have been depreciaf«d still more. 
The owners of these claims knew this, and were anxious 
(o make some other arrangemeat." Hence the " boon" 

• BepoK of e J. lusKTi^ OMnu* at 0(» *« »«»*i» 
4JUn. Jou aitb. im- 
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was extorted from Mexico, ani probably throngh ths 
menaces of the negotiator. 

Bat the new convention did more tban regnlate the 
payment of the award. It stipulated for the nt^tiotion 
of another arbttration trtatt/, and one more comprehensive 
than the last, for it was to provide for the settlement of 
all claims made by the Government of Mexico against the 
United Statet, aa well as the cl^ms of the Oovemment 
and citizens of the United States agmnst the Republic of 
Mexico. Here was at least the appearance oi faimeai. 
The United States consented by this treaty, which was 
duly ratified, that the wrongs the Oovemment and it nti- 
leos had done to Mexico should be submitted to a court 
of referees. What claims the dttgeru of Mexico had 
i^nst tho United States do not appear ; but the clainu 
of the Cfoventment were numerous and important. 

Vessels captured by Mexican ships of war for being en- 
gaged in contraband trade, bad been forcibly seized and 
carried off by Americanarmed vessels, and a Mexican nar 
tional vessel had been audacionsly captured and hronght 
to the United States by one of the vessels of our navy ; and 
frequent had been the insults which American functionaries 
had offered to the Mexican authorities. It must, therefore, 
have been a grateful reflection to the Mexicans, that the 
wroDgs they had themselves suffered, were to be examined 
and redressed by a tribunal more impartial tban the Cabi- 
net at Washington. Whether it was through inadvertence, 
or with a view of induditff Mexico to provide for the lettU- 
ment of the vatt amount of claim* left undecided that tha 
American Oovemment accorded this unusual justice to the 
dster Republic, a uncertain. The treaty stipulated for by 
the convention of 80tb January, 1843, was concluded in 
Mexico on the 20Qi Kovember of the same year. The 
respective claims of the citiwoB and Ooremments of the 



two countries were to be referred to a joint ci 
sit in Mexico ; and where Ihe commissioners should not 
agree, the award of on umpire, to be naired by the king 
of Belgium, was to be final. This treaty was sent to 
Washington, accompanied by a letter from Thompson to 
the Secretary of State, in wluch he tells him " the place 
of meeting of the board, you will see, is in Mexico, and 
not in Washington. The Mezicui plenipotentiaries said 
that the last commission met in Washington, and that it 
was their right to insist that this one should meet in 
" Mexico. The only reply that I could make was, that the 
claims presented to that commission were all against 
Mexico, and that nearly all the claimants resided in the 
United States ; to which they replied that this commission 
will also be charged with the cMms of the Government 
and citizens of Mexico against the United States, and that 
they could not concede this point, I thought there was 
much reason in their demand ; and, as it was matter 
of punctilio, and as with a Spaniard puncuUo is everything, 
I was well sadsGed it would be a sine quanon, and there- 
fore yielded it, in consideration of their allowing me to 
name the arbiter — a much mora important consideration." 
The mere detuls of this treaty were of course matters 
of discretion to which the Government at Washington had 
the strict right of objecting. But the United States 
bad, by a solemn convention duly ratified, agreed that 
the complaints of the Government and citizens of Mexico 
should be referred by treaty to a tribunal for settlement ; 
lo refuse therefore to consent to such a reference, was a 
breach of f^th plighted by treaty. Yet of such a breach 
was the Senate of the United States guilty. The treaty 
was conditionally raufied by the Senate, first striking out 
of it the right of each Government to prefer before the 
a claims against the other ; and secondly, alter- 
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ing the place of meeting to Washington.* There was no 
dispute about the treaty of SOth January, 1843. Mr. 
Upshur, Secretary of State, in his correspondence with 
Thompson, acknowledged and regretted the obligation it 
imposed, of referring to a tiibunal wholly judicial io iu 
character a subject " strictly diplomatic." Yet, in defi- 
ance of a pimn treaty stipulation, the Senate refused h> 
refer the claims of the Mexican Government to the 
decision of the commissioners and umpire. The place of 
meeting wa* changed by the Senate to WaahtngUM, 
although the Oovemment had been warned by its own 
agent, that the sitting of the commis^n in Mexico was a 
nnt qva non, mid a point of national pride. The treaty 
thus mutilated, and conditionally ratified, was sent back to 
Mexico, where no farther notice of it was taken. Hence 
arose the cry from the partisans of Texas, that Mexico 
rtfiued to settle the claims advanced by the citizens of the 
United States. President Polk in his labored vindicatioit 
of the war agsinst Mexico, contained in hia message ' 
of December, 1846, had the temerity to charge Mexico 
with " riolating the faith of treaties, by fulmg or refusing 
to carry into effect the sixth article of the conrention of 
January, 184S"!! 

■ Beport of Com. on Forslgn A&ira, June 24Ui, 184S. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
iHX ataoBX AND BimRKNDBB or KONTBBKr, ir oautok- 

XIA, BT COMUODORX JOSSB. 

On Mr. Thompson's appoiiitmeiit, an attempt was made 
in tb« House of RepreseDtatives, to defeat bis mumon by a 
motion to stribe out from the auppljr bill the appropriation 
for a aolary to the Minister to Uezico. In oppo»ng this 
motion, Mr. Wise, of Vii^nia, the administration leader 
in the Housfi delivered, 14th ApiU, 1842, a characteriBtio 
spcecli, of which the following is an extract : 

"Texas had but a sparse population, and neither men 
nor money of her own to raise and equip an anny for ber 
own defence ; but let her once raise the flag of foreign 
conquest — let her once proclaim a crusade a^nst the 
rich states to the South of her, and in a moment volun- 
teers would flock to her standard in crowds from all the 
States in the great valley of the WsHsaippi — men of en- 
terprise and hardy vidor before whom no Uedcan troops 
could stand an hour. They would leave th«r own towns, 
arm themselves and travel at thdr own cost, and would 
come up in thousands to plant the lone star of the Texan 
banner on the Mexican capital. They would drive Santa 
Anna to the South, and the boundless wealth of cap- 
tured towns, and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, and 
luxurious priesthood, would soon enable Texas to pay her 
' soldiers, and redeem her State debt, and push her victo- 
rious arms to the very shores of the Padfic. 

"And would not all this extend slavery? Yes, the 
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result wonld b«|t1uit, b«fore another qaarter of a centniy, 
the extemion of slaverj noaliL not stop short of the 
Western OceaD. 

"To talk of reatnuning the people of the great valley 
from emigrating to j<Ha her armies, was all m vain. They 
had gone once already. It wtt thty that conquered Santa 
Atma at San Jadnto ; aod three-fourths of them after 
vinmng that glorious field, had peaceably returned to tbdr 
homes. But ooce set before them the conquest of the 
licb MeiicaD proTinces, and you might as well attempt to 
stop the wind. Let the work once iwgJD, and he (Ur. 
Wise) did not know that tliis House would hold Attn veiy 
long. 

" Give me five millions of dollars, and I would under- 
take to do it myself. Although I don't know how to set a 
single squadron in the field, I could find men to do it ; and, 
with five millions of dollars to begin with, 1 would under- 
take to pay every American claimant the full amount of 
his demand with interest, yea, fourfold. / would place 
California where all the powers of Great Britain, would 
never be able to reach it. Slavkrt sbould pour rrsELr 

SoDTHBRH OcBAN. The Camanches should no longer hold 
the richest mines of Mexico ; but every golden image which 
had received the profanation of a false worship should soon 
be melted down, not into Spanish milled dollars indeed, but 
into good American eagles. Yes, tbere should more hard 
money flow into tbe United States than any exchequer 
or sub-treasury could ever circulate. I would cause as 
much gold to cross t)ie RJo del Norte as the mules of 
Mexico could carry; aye, and make a better use of it 
than any lazy, bigoted priesthood under Heaven. I am , 
not quarrelling with the particular religion of these priests ; 
bat I say, that any priesthood that has accumulated and 
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Bequeatered such immeas« stores of wealth, ought lo dis- 
gorge, and, it is a benefit to mankind, -to scatter their - 
wealth abroad where it can do good, Teaas had pro- 
clamed a -blockade against all the coast of Mexico ; and 
though she had no fleet to enforce it, she would be able 
to make it good by hewing her way to the Mexican 
capital. Nor could all the vaunted power of England 
stop the chivalry of the West, till they had planted the 
Teian star on the walls of the city of Montezuma. No- 
thing could keep these booted loafers from rushing on till 

■ they kicked the Spanish priests out of the temples they 
profaned. War was a curse ; but it had its blessings too. 
He would vote for this mission as the means of preserving 
peace ; but, if it must lead to war, he would vote i{ the 
more willingly." 

The author of such a speech was, of course, admirably 
fitted for the Mexican mission ; hut, as that was already 
filled, the Pre^dent (Tyler) expressed hb obligation to 
the Orator, by appointiog him Minister to France. A 
Whig Senate recoiled at the idea of sending Mr. Wise to 
represent American morality and refinement in Europe, 
but consented that he should discharge that function in 
Brazil. Amid the vulgarity and profligacy of this speech, 
there is much that merits attention as indicative of the 
views and anticipations of the slaveholders. We see 
what visions of plunder the idea of a war with Mexico 
rused b^ore their excited imaginations ; we see what 
boundless regions were in theu- hopes to be consecrated to 
human bondage, and with how little cost and danger, the 
chivalry expected to gather a golden harvest from both 

_mines and churches. Mr. Wise was chairman of the na? 
val committee, and high in the confidence of the admims- 
tration ; and hence bb reference to Cali/omia was pecu- 
tiarly significaot, and shadowed foit]i coining events. Th9 
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aonexalion of Texas was the immediate object of the 
slaveholders ; but Culifoinia was looming in ibe distance, 
and many wistful eyes were gazing upon it, as the means 
of carrying slavery to the " Western Ocean." 

Mr. Upshur, the Virginian who in 1829 wanted Texas 
to rake the price of slaves, and now Secretary of the 
Navy, in his report of December 4th, 1841, announced to 
Congress, that " In Upper California there were abeady 
considerable settlements of Americans, and others are 
daily resorting to that ftftHe and delightful country. Such, 
however, u the unsettled condition of that whole country, 
that they cannot be safe either in their persons or property, 
except under the protection of ow naval power." He also 
declared that, "It is highly desirable that ibe Oulf of 
California should be fully explored, and that this duty 
alone will give employment a long time to one or two 
vessels of the smaller class." Here was a beautiful device 
for forcing Mexico into a war and wresting Califorma 
from her. Our ships of war were to be continually hover- 
ing on the coast, and tbeir officers surveying the harbore 
and interfering in every controversy between the Mexican 
authorities and American squatters and adventurers. 

A few days after this report. Commodore Jones, also a 
Vir]g^nian, was dispatched with a squadron to the Pacific. 
He was specially instructed to keep one or more vessels 
occasionally or constantly cruising ujion the coast, and 
within the Gulf of CALiroBNiA, and the officers were " to 
pay particular attention to the (zaminatioQ of the bays 
and harbors they may viut, and to lay down thdr positions 
correctly." The subsequent conquest of California bears 
testimony to the foresight of Messrs. Tyler and Upshur. 
It b not to be supposed that Commodore Jones was per- 
mitted to depart without b^ng acquunted with the wishes 
tmd li«pM of his employers. He undoubtedly well nnder- 
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stood, although not foniMlly instructed, that he wm to 
avail himself of any good opportumtjr of getting a foot- 
hold in California. 

In May, 1842, the Uexican Secretary of State sent a 
urcular to the diplomatic corps, declaring that the Meit- 
caa Oovemnient protested against the aid afforded to the 
Texans by citizens of the United States with the toleration 
of their own Government. At the same time the Secre- 
tary addressed a letter to fdr. Webster, American Secre- 
tary of State, formally proteBlJng againat the allowance 
by the Federal Government of the violation, on the part 
of its citizens, of the obligations of neutrahty in the open 
aid afforded to the insurgents of Texas. These two let- 
ters were published in a Mexican journal, and fell into tha 
hands of Commodore Jones at Callao, together with a 
Boaton newspaper, giving from a Ntw Orltaiu fh^r one 
of those common lies about English interference, which 
had for years been plentifully mauufactured by the parll- 
BBns of aoDexation. 

The he which now caught the eye of the Commodore 
was, that Mexico had ceded California to Great Britdn for 
97,000,000! It so happened that three British orraed 
vesseb were at thia time in the Pacific, and the watchful 
Commodore did not know their bu^ness, nor where they 
were gcung. The Mexican documents induced him to 
guess, that war had been declared between the United 
States and Mexico, and the rumor given from the New- 
Orleans paper, led him to guess, that Great Britain hod 
purchased California ; and as he had not been informed 
where the three British vessels were going, he guessed 
they had gone to take possesion of the newly purchased 
territory. He accordingly left Callao on the 7th Sep- 
tember, 1842, "crowding all 8«1 on the direct coast of 
Mwko" (California). The n«i d»7 he i 



i„ Google 



84 BEVIEW OF THE MEXICAK WAR. 

cooDeil of bis offlcsn, submitted to them his docnmeiits, 
at the same time expreeang his belief that the Bri&h 
squkdron vaa there on ita way to Panama, " vhere it wiB 
be reinforced by troops, Ac, from the West lodiee (! !) 
destined for the occupation of Califoniia." Under these 
drcumstances, he asked for the advice of his three c&p- 
tains, as to the "employment of the small naval force 
(three vessels), at my disposal so aa to best promote the 
interests and honor of oar country, thtit luddenlp Jeo- 
parded f" The three mwine Rtat«smen assembled in the 
cabin of the United States frigate, thns intrusted by the 
Contmodore irith the wdghty question of peace and war, 
advised that the squadron, already " crowding all sail " for 
CsUfomia, riiould continue its conrte ; and moreover oa- 
nounced, as the resnlt of their deliberation, that, " in eas« 
of war between the United States and Mexico, it would 
be their (the officers) bounden dnty to take possession 
of California," and that they "should consider the mili- 
tary occupation of the Califomias by any European power, 
but more particularly by qnr great commercial rival Eng- 
land, &nd especially at this particular juncture, as a mea- 
sure so decidedly hostile to the true interests of the United 
States as not only to warrant, but to mtUfe it our duly, to 
forestall the des^s of Admiral Thomas, if posdble, by 
supplanting ibe Mexican flag with that of the United 
States at Mcmterey, San Francisco, and- any other ten- 
tible p<nnt8 withtn the tenilory sud to have been re- 
cently ceded hy secret treaty to Qreat Britun." 

These naval expounders of the laws of nations would 
have regarded the expression by any European power 
of a doubt of the right of the United Slates to purchase 
territory in either of the four quarters of the globe, as an 
insult to the national sovereignty ; but they calmly deter- 
mine, without consulting their own goreniment, to rob 
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England of a territory they supposed she had acquired by 
treaty, although they irell knew that hy such a robbery 
they would, of course, involve their country in a war with 
their great and powerful " commercial rival" 

The three ofBcers compo^ng the Goundl, as weU as 
the Commodore, and the Secretary of the Navy under 
whom they were acting, were all from the ilave States. 

On the Iftth October, the Commodore entered the htu-- 
bor of Monterey. The Mexican and not the British flag 
met his sight, and of course he achieved an easy conquest. 
He landed, and, without oppodtion, took possesaon of the 
fort, and unfurled the stars and stripes. The provident 
Commodore bad brought with, him for the ediGeatkin of 
the Califomians, whom be intenled instantly to tmnsform 
into American citizens, printed proclamations in the Spa- 
nish langua^, which were without loss of fene distributed 
among the inhabitants. "These stripes and stare," sud 
the proclamauon, "infallible emblems of civil Uberty, of 
liberty of conscience, with constitutional right and lawful 
security to worship tlie great Deity in the way most con- 
genial to each one's sense of duty to his Creator, now float 
triumphantly before you, and hence atid /or ever will give 
protection and security to you and your children, and to 
countless unborn thousands." Amid all this fustian we 
distinctly discover, that the tmrnediate and permanent an- 
nexation of California was the object of the expedition. 

It does not appear where this magnificent proclamation 
was prepared and printed. Printing presses are not, it is 
believed, included in the ordinary equipmenta of ships of 
war, and it is therefore a natural inference that the pro- 
clamation was printed either in Washington, or at Callao, 
the port from which the Commodore had departed for 
Monterey. In either case, it seems that the conquer of 
California was deliberately resolved on b^on the Crauuo- 
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Aon conreoed his officers to Banction hj their adoiee the 
eaterpriM he hiul ahead; commenced. On the 13th Sep- 
tember, six days after he had left Callao, and while on hie 
course to Mooterej, he wrote to Mr. Upshur, " In all that 
I may do (in reference to California), I shall confine my- 
self strictly to what 1 may suppose would be your vuut 
and ordtrt, had you the means of communicating them to 
me." Mr. Upshur's well-known sentimeDts, and the cha- 
nicter of the ultra pro-slavery party to which he belonged, 
leave no doubt that the Commodore perfectly compre- 
hended bis wishes. 

The day after Jones had distributed bis proclamation 
with all its fine promises, he discovered that, bslead of 
robbing Great Britain of a territory she had pnrcbaeed, 
he had seized uptm a possession of a neighboring Republic 
still at peace witb his own country. The "infallible em- 
blems of civil liberty," &c., &c., were therefore lowered, 
and a due apology was made to the Mexican commander; 
and the succeeding day, the Commodore, abandoning the 
task of converting the CoUfomiana into American citizens, 
returned to the more inglorious but more innocent occu- 
pation of exploring the coast and hays of California, pre- 
paratory to another and less tran^ent conquest. 

The Oovemment at home was, of course, compelled to 
disavow Jones's act ; but in vain was his punishment de- 
manded by Mexico. She was informed that he " intended 
no indignity to the government of Mexico, nor anything 
unlawful to her citizens." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

maOTUTION AND BBJBCTIOH OF TRBATT 07 AHHEXATIOir 

The treaty concluded with Great Briton in 1842, by re- 
moving oil apprehension of colli»on with that power re- 
specting the north-eaatem boundary, gave a fresh impe- 
tus to the partisans of annexation. It had been foreseen 
that a war with England, by diverting the forces of the 
United States, and by giving Mexico a powerful ally, 
might enable the latter to repossess herself of Texas. 
Tbb danger being passed, Messrs. Tyler and Upshur de- 
termined that annexation should no longer be delayed. 
■ Texas, moreover, had been acknowledged by France and 
England. With the latter she had entered into a treaty 
for the suppression of the slave'trade, thus nominally 
yielding what the United States had sternly refused. This 
very treaty was alarming to the slaveholders, who became 
apprehensive that, if Texas was left to herself, owing to 
emigration from abroad, the time might come when sla- 
very would be abolished within her borders, and this ap- 
prehension seems to have. been shared by some of the 
Texan leaders themselves. General Lamar, recently Pre- 
Mdent of the Republic, about this time addressed a letter 
to his friends in Georgia warning them that, unless an- 
nexation shall be effected, " the anti-slavery party in Texaa 
will acquire the ascendancy, and may not only abolish sla- 
yery by a constitutional vote, but may change the whole 
character (^ the constitution itself. 

" At praaent tha anti-slaveiy party is in the mmority ; 
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but it would be dangerous, even now, to agitate the ques- 
(inn wilb much violence, for tbe majority of the people of 
Texas are not ownen of ilava. Texas, if left to eland 
aloue, there is eveiy probability that slavery will be aban- 
doned in thai country. The negroes are yet but few in 
aumber, and would be emandpated io the country with- 
oirt the slightest inconvenience, and indeed would continue 
to be useful in the capacity of hirelings." He then goes 
on to remark that,. as to the southern Slates, annexation 
" would give stability and safety to their domestic inslitu- 
(Jons, and thereby save them roa kvbr from the unpara- 
lelled calamities of abolition." 

The very idea of freedom in Texas aroused the slave- 
holders to new and more resolute efforts for immediate 
annexation. So unequivocal had become the indications 
of a determinalton on the part of the south, to brook no 
longer delay, that at the close of the season of Congress 
in March, 1843, J. Q. Adams, and twelve other repre- 
sentatives published an address to the people of the 
United States, warning them of the machinalJoDS of the 
administration to secure the exten^on of slavery, by add- 
ing Texas to the Union — pointing out the gross violation 
of our neutral obligations towards Mexico, and calling 
upon the free States for renewed and increased activity to 
avert the cabimity with which the country was threat- 
ened. Subsequent events speedily confirmed the fore- 
«ght of this address, with a single exception. The ad- 
dress declared that the annexation of Texas would be a 
measure in such violation of the Constitution, and for a 
purpose so odious and profligate, as "not only inevitably 
to retult in a ditsotutitm of the Union, but fully to justify 
it." How far this prediction was uttered in the spirit of 
prophecy, it is yet too soon to determine. 

Mr. Upshur, whose sympathies for Texas were, u w« 
hare seen, oonneotad with tbff prioa of Tn^ghda aegroei. 
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was called by Mr. Tyler to the office of Secretary of State, 
and, availing liimself of ihe facilities afforded by bb new 
office, prosecuted with vigor the work of opening auotlier 
and most extensive slave market. 

On the 13ih September. 1843, he informed Mr. 
Thompson of the inteation of the Oovenunent to remon- 
strate, in a forma] manner, with Mexico, unless she shall ' 
make peace with Texas, or shall show a dlBpoeidon and 
ability to prosecute the war with respectable forces. 
This was only another device to provoke a quarrel. The 
idea of our being offended with Mexico, because she was 
dilatory in killing our fiiends and brethren in Texas, was 
too ridicuious to be seriously pressed, even by Mr. Tyler's 
administration. A letter written by Upsber, a few days 
before, to Murphy, our agent in Texas, reveals the true 
reason why (he Cabinet had indulged the thought of 
bullying Mexico into a peace with Texas. On the Bth 
September, he tells Murphy, there is a rumor of a plan 
in Engbnd, to rwse money for the Texan government, 
wherewith to abolish slavery, by indemnifying the masters, 
and that the English capitalists were to take Texan land 
in payment. " Such an attempt," said the Secretsry, 
ever anxious for the anticipated market for Yirginia slaves, 
" upon any neighboring ration, would necessarily be 
viewed by this Government with very deep concern ; but 
when it is made upon a nation whose l«rritory joins the 
slave-holding States of our Union, it awakens still more 
solemn interest. It cannot be permitted to succeed with- 
ous meat strenuous efforts on our part to avert a calamity 
so serious to every part of our country. Few calamities 
could befal this country more to be deplored than the 
establbhment of a predominant Biitish inHuence, and the 

« OF DOUBSnC 6LAVBRT IN TsXAB."* 

Doo,, let aen., 28di Cong. TTo. 271. 
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The oorreBpondeace betwien Upshur Mid Murphy is 
one of the moat aumiliating to a. tnie-minded American, 
of uij that has ever dii^grsced the annals of hJs cnuntry. 
*' So far as this Oovemment b concerned," writes Upshur, 
September 22d, 1843, " We have every desire to come 
to the md of Texas in the most prompt and effectual maa- 
ner. How far we shall be supported by the people, I 
regret, is somewhat doubtful. There b no reason to fear 
there will be any difference of opinion among the people 
of the SLAVB-BOLDiNG Stateb." Murphy, in hb reply, 
September 24th, 1843, takes the liberty of giving the 
Secretary of State some shrewd advice, — " Say nothing 
about abolition ;" and again, in another letter, " Do not 
offend our fanatical brethren of the north. Talk about 
dvit and polilfCal and religious Uberly. This will be 
found the isafest issue to go befine the worid wilh." In 
other words, go before the world with a lie in your mouth 
about the rights aad liberty of Texas, which is already as 
free as we are, and conceal from the people of the north, 
that our only object is to extend and perpetuate negro 
slavery. The advice was partially followed, and the ory 
of " extend the area of freedom " was raised hy the slave- 
holders and their northern allies. But "out of the 
fulness of the heart the mouth apeaketh," and before long, 
all disguise was set aside, and the true object boldly and 
unblushingly avowed "before the world,'' both by the 
Government and by southern legiajatures and popular 
meetings. The story of the contemplated pecuni.iry con- 
tribution in England to advance tho cause of human 
liberty in Texas, was unfortunately without foundation ; 
like a multitude of similar falsehoods in relation to the 
anti-slavery interference of England, it was intended to 
facilitate annexation. On the 17th October, Upshur pro- 
posed to the Texan agent a treaty of auiexalion. The 
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Mexican Minister at Washington, aware of the intri^es of 
the "Cabinet, gave notice, that if Teias were recraved into 
tiie Union, he must ask for hb passports. Mr. Upshur 
replied in an insulUng tone, declining all explanation, and 
treating with scorn the intimation of Mexican hostility. 
In the mean time, the Texans having shown less eager- 
ness to enter into the proposed treaty than Upshnr had 
anticipated, be became alarmed, and thought proper to 
menace even the free and independent Republic of Texas. 
He wrot« to Murphj (January 16th, 1844,) of course for 
the information of the Texan leaders, that in case annex- 
ation should be declined by the latter, " Instead of being, 
as we ought to be, the closest friends, it is inevitable we 
shall become the bitterest foes ;" and he warns them, that 
without annexation, Texas " cannot maintain that institu- 
tion (slavery) fen years — probably not half that time." 
To remove all apprehension, that, if Texas should consent 
to a treaty of annexation, she might he subjected to the 
mortification of having the treaty rejected for want of the 
constitutional majority of two-thirds of the Senate in ita 
favor, he hazarded, in his desperation, the following most 
extraordinary assertion : — " Measures have been taken to 
ascertain the opinions and views of Senators upon the sub- 
ject, and i( M aseertaiTud that a eUar majority of too- 
thirds are in favor of the measure ! ! " The Jhct that this 
very Senate, whose votes Mr. Upshur professed to have 
canvassed, rejecled the treaty, by a majority of more than 
two-thirds, throws a painful suspicion upon the personal 
veracity of the Ame.ican Secretary ; and the more so, as 
no explanation was ever given to the public of the won- 
derful discrepancy between his canvass and the actual 

Great Bribun thought proper to disavow the machina- 
tions which it had been deemed expedient by thS parti- 
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rans of Texas U> ascribe to her. Our Government was, on 
tbe 8th April, officially iDformed, that it was iodeed well 
tnown to the whole world that Great BritAin de^red the 
abolition of Slavery wheruver it eiisted, but that she 
would not uuduly interfere to accomplish it — that ahe 
fumed at no dominant influence in Texas, and that, in 
striving for human liberty, the Oovemment would Dot 
" openly nor secretly resort to any measures which can 
tend to disturb the tranquillity, or thereby affect the pros- 
perity of the American Union." This avowal, so frank 
and honorable, so becoming a free and a christian people, 
perhaps hurried the conclusion of the treaty, as it re- 
moved one of tbe pretended reasons alleged for its neces- 
sity. Four days after the British document was received, 
Mr. Calhoun, as Secretary of State, to which office he had 
been appointed on the death of Mr. Upshur, had the 
gratiGcation of signing a treaty with Texas, by which that 
State was annexed to the American Union. 

In the proud elation of feeling caused by so signal a 
triumph in the cause of human bondage, Mr. Calhoun re- 
plied on the 8th April, 1844, to the communication from 
the English Minister. He declared that the President 
viewed ■ with deep concern, the desire avowed by Great 
Britain for the abolition of slavery ; that in his opinion, 
Texas by herself, could not withstand a compliance with 
this desire, and therefore " It is the imperative duty of 
the Federal Government, the common representative and 
protector of the States of the Union, to adopt, in self- 
defence, the moH effectual means to re»isl it;" and that, 
in obedience to this obligation, a treaty of annexation bad 
been concluded. "And this step" (he asserted) " had been 
taken as the most effectual, if not tbe only means of 
guarding against the threatened danger." The next day 
he addressed a letter to the American Agent in Mexico, 
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anuouncing the coaclu^oQ of the treaty, a step, he says, 
" uMcA mu forced an the Government of the United Stales 
in self-defence, in consequence of the policy adopted by 
Great Britain in reference to the abolition of tlavery in 
Texas." 

The audacious mettdaci^ of this declaration is the more 
remarkable, as Mr. Calhoun's otrn language bears witness 
to its folsit}'. The readers of these sheets have ah'eady 
had abundant proof, that the annexation of Texas was 
prompted by other motives than " self-defence" ^;ainst 
the anti-slavery policy of Great Britain, as manifested m 
that Bepublic. So early as the 2Tth May, 1836, imme- 
diately after the rumor of the battle of San Jacinto, 
and even before the official account of the victory had 
reached Washington, and while Great Britain nas wholly 
ignorant of the existence of such a Republic as Texas, 
llr. Calhoun, in his place in the Senate, proposed the 
recognition of the Independence of Texas, and her 
imnediate admission into the Union I ! In his speech on 
the occasion, he remarked, " There were powerful rea- 
sons why Texas should be a part of this Union. The 
southern States, owning a slave population, were deeply 
iniereited in preventing that country from having thepoieer 
to anmoy them."* A revolted province was in actual war 
with the parent country, and, while the slain in the last 
battle were still nnbuiied, this champion of slavery pro- 
poses the instant incorporation of this province into tbe 
Union for the benefit of the slaveholders — utteiiy reckless 
of tbe wickedness of the act, trampling under foot the 
obligations of neutrality, and regardless of the calamities 
of war which such a measure would inevitably inflict upon 
ois country. 

Bnt it is not enough that Mr. Calhoun's statement 

* Oong. aiobe— 29th Coof., Sd S«m., p. 496 
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should be falsified by himself. We summon awitaesa tar 
more competent, and quite as credible as himself. Gene- 
ral Houston may welt be called the lather of the Texan 
B«public, having commanded its army on the field of San 
Jacinlo, and afterwards predded over its councils as Pre- 
sident. The treaty with England was negotiated under 
his direction, and he was necessarily intimately acquainted 
with all the foreign relations of Texas. He was, more- 
over, chosen by the State of Texas to represent her in the 
United States Senate. On the 19th February, 1847, he 
declared in his place in the Senate, " England never pro- 
posed the subject of slavery or of abolition to Texas; 
England never made a suggestion U> Texas which, if she 
bad pursued or accepted, would have degraded her in the 
eyes of the purest patriot that ever hved. Capt^n Elliot 
(Bfitish Miiuster in Texas) required noUiing but commer- 
cial relations between England and Texas, and an inter- 
change of herfobrics for the products of the South."* So 
much for the monstrous assertion that the treaty of annex- 
ation " was forced upon the Government of the United 
States in self-defence, in consequence of the policy adopted 
by Great Britain iii reference to the abolition of slavery in 
Texas." 

The treaty referred to was submitted to the Senate on 
the 22d April, 1844, and was rbjedtid by that body by 
a vote of tbirty-five to dxteen, Mr. Upshur's pledge to 
the Texan Government, that two-thirds of the Beitate 
would approve of it, notwithstanding. 

Under no circumstances could this treaty have received 
the consent of two-thirds of the Senate, but the greatneoi 
of the vote aguost it was owing to other causes thou hos- 
tility to annexation. Mr. Tyler was the most unpopular 
Preeidiont that had ever occupied the Executive C^air. 

* OoDg. 01ob»-2atk Cong. 2A Bte».. p. 4W. 
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He was without personal or political influence, And bis 

term of office was now so nearly expired, that he had hut 
little patronage with which to secure Senatorial votes. It 
was clearly ascertained that the treaty could not be rati- 
fied even were all the friends of aonezatioD to vote for it ; 
and hence many of those friends consulted their own 
political views and prejudices in swelling the majority 
against it, and thus thwarting the aspiraUona of Mr. Cal- 
houn. A presidential election was approaching, and the 
Bouthem opponents of Mr. Calhoun were well conteDt to 
duninish by th^ votes the inflaence bis zeal in the caoBe 
of Texas was calculated to give him. Although eager 
for Texas, they could not vote for a treaty so vtry objec- 
tionable as that made by l£r. Calhoun ; whereas, had its 
ratification depended on them, there ia little doubt Utnr 
votes would have been different. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I TO IKMTATB MBXICO. 



Tub majority in the Senate against the Texan treaty had 
taught Messrs. Tyler and Calhoun the neceaaty of pre- 
venting, as far aa possible, any new obstacle to a measure 
BO near to their hearts. One great ailment for annexa- 
tion was, that the war had virtually ceased between Texas 
and Mexico, the latter having for years refrained from all 
acdve hostility. Suddenly the Cabinet was alarmed 
by some threatening proclamatious issued by the Mexican 
authorities against Texas, couched in the usual inflated 
style. Past experience had shown the inability of Mexico 
to subdue her rebellious province, sheltered, as it was, 
beneath the wing of the great republic. The threats of 
the Mexicans were, indeed, idle words ; but Mr. Tyler knew 
that, should the war be in fact renewed, its exist«nco 
would be an argument against annexation, as that measure 
under such circumstances would necessarily make the 
United States a party to the war. It was, therefore, 
resolved either to induce Mexico to relinquish her design 
to renew hostilities, or else to goad her into war against 
ourselves. Hence, on the 14th October, 1844, Mr. Shan- 
non, who had succeeded Mr. Thompson at Mexico, in obe- 
dience to instructions, presented to the Government an 
insolent remonstrance against the farther prosecution of 
the war, and the sanguinary spirit in which it was to be 
waged. He declared that the war was to be renewed for 
tiw purpose of defeating annexation, an object which 
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Mr. Tfler ifouM not pcomit — dwelt upoa the importaiiDe 
of Texas to thb coimtiy, and plainly intimated that we 
could not permit her to be invaded, without espoa- 
BiDg her qu&frel. We cui readily conceive with what 
inttinse indignatioo our own Oovemment would re- 
«^ve a similar letter from a British Minister, insult- 
mg us for onr barbarous mode of conducting the war 
■gainst Mexico, threatening na with vengeance uideaa 
we made peace, and permitted the peaceful cession of 
California to the British crown. Meiioo, feeble and 
exhausted, could resent the insult only in words ; hut 
tiiey were words full of dignity, truth, and common 
sense. Mr. Rejon, the Mexican Secretary (October 20tb, 
1644), informed Shannon that he " has orders to repel 
tiie protest now addressed to bis Government, and to 
deolare that the President of the United States is much 
mistaken, if he supposes Mexico capable of yielding to 
the menace which he, exceeding the powers given to him by 
lk» fundtanmtai law of hi* nation, has directed against 
it." After oommenting on die conduct of the United 
States, he concluded, " while one power is seeking mors 
^i^Mud to sMtin by the si^vit^T of ah unfortunate branch 
of the human femily, the other is endeavoring, by pre- 
serving what belongs to it, to diminish the surface which 
the former wants for this detestable trafBc. Let the world ' 
now say, which of the two has justice and reason on 
its ade." 

This letter was received in high dudgeon by Mr. Shan- 
non, who haughtily demanded a retraction of the Secre- 
tary's letter, on the penalty of suspending all farther 
interoourse till he heard from Washington. To thia 
impertinence, Mr. Rejon rephed that he was not surprised 
by Mr. Shannon's reluctimce to discuss the conduct of his 
Ooremroent. " In fact, to what else can be attributed 
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ttis exclnnre desire to clum for himself, his nntioD, and 
Us Oovemment, that respect denied by him to the 
Uezican Republic and its Government, to which he has 
BO often appLed the t«nn barbarous, in his note of Kth. 
October? Is the Oovemment of the Umted States 
SQperior in dignity, or has ita legislatnre imy right to be 
thus iraotiiig in respect to ■ Govenifaent to which it has 
refused the attentions dne by courtesy to. mere individu- 
als ? Instead of withdrawing his letter, he b ordered to 
reiterate his former Hlatements." 

The macly, honest rebuke administered by Rejon to 
President Tyler, naturally gaxe great offence to that gen- 
tleman; and on the Ifith December, 1844, he Itud the 
correspondence' before Congress with very mdignant 
comments on " the extraordinary and highly offenrive 
language which the Memcan Government baa Uiought 
proper to employ." But althoogh he thought the con- 
duct of Mexico " might well justify the United StatM in 
a resort to any measure to vindicate their national honor,' 
he abstained, throjigh a sincere desire to preserve peace, 
from recommending a resort to " measures of redress," 
and contented himself with ui^ng " prompt and imme- 
djfttj action on the subject of anneiatdon." 
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KLXOnON OF MB. FOUL 



A SUCCESSOR to Mr. Tyler weu to be choeen at the close 
of 1844 ; but, when the treaty was rejected in June of 
that year, no political sagacity could predict upon whom 
the choice would &1I. Mr. Idler's wayward course, 
together with oth^" causes, had greatly curtailed the 
power of the whigs ; but there was no proof that they 
had lost th^ ascendency. 

In many instances the slaveholders bad boldly declared, 
diat no candidate opposed to annexation, should receive 
their TOte. This sentiment was uttered in the formal 
resolves of their popular meeting, and rdterated by the 
-slave press. Mr. Clay was the whig candidate ; and to 
bis influence at the South was added the cordial and 
.unanimous support of the whigs at the North ; under bis 
.auspices the party anticipated a decided victory. The 
democratic party presented a much less imposing front 
&aa its rival. Its promiuent candidate was Mr. Van 
Buren who, as well as Mr. Clay, had expressed a cautions 
qualified opinion adverse to annexation at tht promt Ume, 
and nuder existing circumstances; but neither had 
ventured to bint an objection to the extendon of slavery. 
The democratic nominating convention met at Baltimore late 
in May, and gave Mr. Van Buren a majority of its votes, as 
the democratic candidate for the Presidency. But the 
Southern members ioasted and finally succeeded, that a 
majority <£ Ueo-thirdt should be necessary to a nomination. 



I , Giioglc 



100 REVIEW or THE MEXtCAH flAR. 

The two-third rule of conne nude those members maaten 
of the CoDvention ; and it was soon found that no candi- 
date could be selected except the nominee of the slave- 
holders. Mr. Tan Bureu was rejected ; and the northern. 
democracy were compelled to accept Mr. Polli in hia room. 
The qaaUGcadooa wliich procured for this gentleman the 
honor of a nomination, were doubtless his devotion to the 
cause of slavery, his vituperalion of the abolitiomsta and 
a recent printed letter in which he advocated the imub- 

DUTB ANHBXATION OF TsXAS. 

The Convention having thus been compelled to nomi- 
nate Mr. Folk, the triumph of the democratic pa^y. and 
its poBsesdon of power and office, of course depmded tn 
bis electioTL To secure that election, the party were ne- 
cessarily compelled to adopt as their own the policy 
avowed by their candidate. Hence it became expedient 
for the Convention, aa the representAlJves of the whole 
democratic party, to insist upm the immediate amuxatian 
of Texaf, and to enter the contest with these ominooa 
words inscribed on their bannere. Many of the party 
presses at the North had been loud in their dennnraatjons 
of the Texan plot ; and in the northern le^latures, demo- 
crats had vied with the whiga in passing resolutions con- 
demning annexation. But the council of Baltimore waa 
deemed infallible in matters of faith ; and forthwith the 
democracy of the North muted with the slaveholders 
of the South in their efibrt-s to extend the enrse of hnman 
bondage. Mr. Polk received a majori^ of the electoral 
votes, bat not of the popular snffivge by which the iaeo> 
tors had been chosen. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

ARBBZATTON BT JOINT BXBOLDnOIf. 

TTntil the refusal of the Senate to ratify Mr. Tyler's 
treaty, no other mode of annexatioa thaa by treaty had 
heeo iraagined. Teias claimed to he aa independent na- 
tion, and had heen acknowledged as such by the United 
Stales, France, and Great Britain. But contracts hetween 
independent nations are treaties, and the constitution -in- 
tmsti the power of maldng treaties to the President and 
two-tlurds of the Senate. Of all contracte between two 
nations, none can be more important and solemn than that 
which aarrenders the sovereignty and domdns of the one 
to the other. All the territory which had been added to 
the Uml«d States, had been acquired by treaty. Hence, 
when Texas contemplated annezatbn, she proposed doing 
it by treaty ; and Messrs. Tyler, Upshur, and Calhoun, all 
concurred at a later date in inviting Teiaa to enter the 
confederacy by the operation of a treaty. But the slave- 
holders were reminded by the recent occurrences, that it 
required a majority of two-thirds of the Senate to annex 
a foreign territory in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution ; and that, as half of the Senators repre- 
sented free States, such a majority was at present unat- 
tainable. Necesaty is the mother of invention ; and the 
truth of the aphorism now received a remarkable illustra- 
tion. It was suddenly discovered, that what coold not h« 
effect«d by treaty, could tn well be perfonned by a joint 
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resolation of tte two houses of Congress. Such a reso- 
lution required only a bare majority in each branch. In 
this way treaties for the future, might be dispensed with 
whenever the Senate was found uncomplying ; and the 
foreign intercourse of the nation might be regulated, dis- 
puted boundaries settled, and even the coniUtions of peace 
determined, by joint reBolutioif. To whom is to be attri- 
buted this ingenious device for setting aside the Constitu- 
tion, smothering the oaths taken to support it, and usurp- 
ing the treaty-making power, is not known ; but Mr. Tyler 
has the credit of first af^nouncing the discovery to the 
public. Mortified and irritated by the rejection of his 
li-eaty, he immediately appealed to the House of Repre- 
tatives, laying the dishonored document before them, and 
hinting that it was posmble to effect annexation by Other 
means than a treaty. But Mr. Tyler had so utterly anni- 
hilated the respect and confidence he had once enjoyed, 
that his influence was nugatory for good or for evil. The 
annexation of Texas was indeed effected, but it was effected 
by other influences than those wielded by himself or by 
Mr. Calhoun. 

The administration of Mr. Tyler was to close, and that 
of Mr. Folk to commence, on the 4th March, 1845. The 
vote agMnt the amieiation treaty the preceding June, had 
convinced the partisans of Texas, of the imposaibiUty of 
effeeling their favorite object in a constitutional mode, and 
the friends of human bberty congratulated themselves that 
the danger was passed. The election, however, of Mr. 
Polk, by identifying the democracy of the North with the 
policy of the South, revived the hopes, and invigorated 
the efforts of the friends of Texas. The patronage of the 
government had now for the next four years been placed 
at the disposal of an avowed and zealous advocate of 
annexation. Under these circumstances, it was det«r- 
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mined to make a new efibrt to secure Texas, regardlesa 
of the Constitution. Nor was the expectalioa reiy un- 
reasonable, that a majority of the very Senate that had 
treated Tyler with contumely, as he was ainldng below 
tbe bonzoD, might do honu^e to the riung sun. 

Ur. Polk was to be swom into office on the 4th March ; 
and this circumstance afforded an excuse for the arrival at 
the Capitol some weeks eariier, of tbe dispenser of the na- 
tion's patronage. His presence is well understood to have 
exerted a powerful influence on the votes subsequently 
given. On the Ist March, 184d, the famous joint resolu- 
tions, for the annexation of Texas as one of the Slates of 
the Federal Union, were finally passed after a severe and 
doubtful struggle. 

One of the most extraordinary incidents of this most 
extraordinary and calamitous legislation, was tbe very pe- 
culiar teademess of conscience evinced by i^rtain southern 
Senators. The Lower House bad passed a simple resolu- 
tion of annexation by a majority of twenty-two. But some 
ot the Senators, although raEid for Texas, were troubled 
by the oath tbey had taken to support the ConstitutioQ, 
and they did not well know how to reconcile that oath 
with the trickery by which it was intended to nullify the 
tieaty-makiBg power. They were happily relieved by the 
addition of uiother resolution virtually ^ving to the Pre- 
rident the option of effecting annexation by reaolutino or 
btf treaty. This ingenious device of authorimng the Presi- 
dent to respect or contemn at pleasnre the requirements 
of the Constitution, and throwing upon him the responsi- 
Klity of tbe choice, relieved the scruples of these conscien- 
tious gentlemen, and enabled them alOiost at the very last 
hour, by the change of their votes, to carry the question 
of annexation, in the Senate, by a majority of (u». Should 
tlij^ etrange expedient for satisfying constitutional scruples 
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t for the RicnientonB effiects Ascribed to iti 
poBsibl; a more satisfactory cause msy be found in a de- 
claration made in a southern paper during the debate, 
" We reynee that those destrting democraU who oppose 
this vital meaeure which Mr. Polk w> aniiousl^ desires to 
be settled at this sesnon, will bavk HOTHiira to kepbci 
isOM BIB ADUiNisTSATiotT." As Ur. Potk was at this 
time at Washiitgt(»i, it is not unreasonable to b^re that 
the editor of the Siehmond inquirer, was not the stAe 
confidant of bis intention to withhold office from evei; 
member who voted against annexation. 

One of the gentlemen whose scruples threatened to de- 
feat annexation — but who, on his conscience becoming en- 
lightened, Toled for the measure, and thus ensured it a 
majority in the Senate — was subsequently appointed by 
Mr. Polk to a foreign mission. 

No time was lost by Mr. Tyler in making the choice 
offered to him by the jcnnt resolutions. On the 8rd 
March, a few hours before his term of office expired, 
he despatched a meesenger to the American i^nt in 
Texas, with a letter from Mr, Calhoun, instructing him to 
propose the resolvti^m of annexatjon to the acceptance rf 
the Texan Qovernment, very sendbly objecting to anner- 
ation by treaty, because a treaty " mast be submitted to 
the Senate for its ratification, and mn the hazard of re' 
criving tbftiVot«s t^ lioo-thirdi of the members present, 
which could hardly be expected if we are to judge Jrom 
recent experience."* On the 4th July, Texas ctHisented to 

• The late Choncellor Kent, of New York, was at this tJniB 
unquestionablj the moat eminent Jurist in America. He thus 
wrote to a member of CoDgresB ; — " I acknovledge joar-gpeeoh 
of Jnniiary last on the Annexation of Teias. I have ptrused it 
with mnoh BntisfHOtion ; anil I deem it perfectly conclnsiie, tbst 
the Annexation of Terns, by amcvrrmt reaolulum of Omgrta, 
was unwarrantable, and a 'usaTpatiim of Vie treaty-maiing javierf 
in STorj Tiew, violent, unjust, unconstitutional, and most per- 
sieionsuid unprincipled, and will lead to the min of the Union." 
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be annexed, and the 22Dd of the ensuing December, she 
was formally received as a State into the Federal TJoion. 

Independent of the violence done to the cause of mor- 
ality in the Toode by wliich annexation was effected, and 
ID the laotive by which it was prompted, the measure it- 
self was a gross and palpable violatioo of the neutral ob- 
ligations of the United States. It is freely admitted that 
Texas was at the time an independent State, and as such 
bad a right to form a union with the Federal BepubUc. 
But Teias was at war with Ueiico ; and we hare seen 
that Mr. Tyler not merely acknowledged the existence of 
the war, but, after his Treaty of Annexation had been 
rejected, officially remonstrated with Mexico on the bar- 
. buToat manner in which that power intended to prosecute 
hostilities. It is impossible to deny that a neutral nation, 
forming an alliance offensive and defensive with another at 
the time engaged in war, by that very act becomes herself 
a belligerent. But annexation was an alliance, in the strong- 
est sense, both offensive and defensive. So sensible was 
the Administration of this fact, t^at, as we shall see here- 
after, a land and naval force was prepared to defend Texas 
against the meditated assault of Mexico. If after the 
commencement of hostilities between Mexico and the 
United States, Engknd or France had accepted a cession 
of California froiQ Mexico, the acceptance itself would ■ 
have been tantamount to a declaration of war ag^nst this 

. country. Had a fleet and army been sent from Europe 
to protect Mexico from our invasion, would the fact that 
Mexico was an independent nation have satisfied us that 
we had no cause for complmnt at such an interference ? 
By the laws of nations, annexation was an act of war 

against Mexico. 

Eight years before this event, the Rev. Dr. Channing, 

of Boston, in a publication wainst the scheme which bQ 
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well knew was entertnined by tbe Administration^-of add- 
ing Texas to the Union — uttered tbe following Tearfal 
preiliclion, which has now for the most part become his- 
tory : — " By thia act (anoezfttion) our country will enter on 
a career of encroachment and cnnie, and will merit the pun- 
ishment and woe of aggravated wrong-doing. Tbe seizurs 
of Texas will not stand alone. It will be linked, by an 
iron necessity, to i-OHa-coNTiNUBD dbedb of bapine and 
BLOOD. Ages may not see tbe catastropby of tbe tragedy 
tbe first scene of which we are so ready to enact. Texas 
is a country conquered by our cidzens, and the annexation 
of it to our Union will be but the beginning of conquests, 
which, unless arrested and beaten back by Providence, 
will atop only at the Isthmus of Darien. Henceforth we 
must cease to cry — Peace, peace. Our Eagle wil) whet, 
not gorge, lus appetite on his first vicUm, and will snuff 
It more temptjng quarry, more alluring blood, in every 
new region which opens louthuiard," ■ 
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CHAPTER ZVII. 

AXSXZA-nOXI OF OALIFOBirU DBSIaNZD BT HR. POLK. 

IiiMS)ii.TKLT after the final vote oa the amiexation of 
Texas had been taken in the^Senate, a senator from Flo- 
rida arose in his place, and introduced a resolntion de- 
elariag it expedient for the President to open negotiatioDs 
for the cetuon of the Island of Cuba to the United States. 
No aodon was called for ; the sole object of the resoludos 
bang to ftimiliiuuc tbe public mind with devices for the 
acquirement of slave territory. The addition of Texas 
operated bnt as blood to the famished wolf ; and the ap- 
petite for Mexican prarinces, instead of hang satiated, 
was stimulated to a nvenous ferocitj. Texas had bees 
gained virtually under Ur. Tyler's administratiofi, and 
there is reason to believe that Ur. Polk was resolved that 
Ai) should be sigoalixed by the annexation of Cabfotsia. 
This province had long excited the cupdity of the slave- 
holden, and great efforts were now made to stimulate 
pohlio opinitHi into unison with tiie designs of the Presid- 
ent. Tbe newspapers teemed with aetiolefi on fJie futility 
of Califoroia, Us vast importance to the United States, 
tutd, BB a matter of oourte, the seerat deai|p8 of Qreat 
Britain to appropri^ it to hmvelf, either by foree or by 
treaty. The reader vrill recollecC tb« praaatMra Hinire 
and atmexationfor ever of Oolifomia by Commodore Jones : 
he will ako call to mind that, at an earlier pwiod, fruit- 
less efforts had been made to purchase the proriaoa, 
iritole orii part. Alnady laasy of onr rwtlefH waadw- 
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bg adTenturen had penetrated into that distant territoiy ; 
and the opinion had been extensively propagated, that it 
was a re^on loo neb and too convenient t^i be left in poe- 
•ession of the Uericans. The Mexican Qovenunent, 
tanght wisdom by the result of Texan colonization, made 
an order expelling American citizens from California. 
Onr IGnister protested ; and the ordinance was so modi- 
fied as U> include all foreigners deemed dangerous to the 
public peace. But agunst this Hr. Calhoun, then Secre- 
tary of State, ordered a new protest. 

Let us now attend to the confessions of our Utnister, 
Mr. Thompson: "Near the end of December, 184^, I 
received information that the Oovemment of Mexico had 
issned an order expelling all natives of the United States 
from the department of California and the adjoihing de- 
partments. No attempt, however, had been made up to 
that time to execute the order. A idmilar order had been 
issued a few years before, including not only (uliEens irf 
the United States, but British subjects also ; and this 
order had been actually executed to the great danu^ 
find, in some instances, nun of the persons removed. All 
the efforts of the English and American Mimsters to 
procure a recision of this order were ineffectual for ax 
months. I had the good fortune, however, after a some- 
what angry correspondence, to have the order rescinded, 
not, however, until I resorted to the ulHtna ratio ot diplo- 
macy, ANn nEUANDBD ur passports — a measure which a 
nunister is rarely justified in resorting to without the orders 
of bis government. I confess I was very much afraid 
that the paaports would have been sent ; but I thought 
that the step was justified by the circumstances, and that 
it would cut short a. long discussion. ' The result showed 
that in this oalcnlation I wns right. The order was re- 
sflinded, and expresssa smt to all the departmenti, the 
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dutanoe of aome of which was two thoosand milee. I 
confess that id takmg the high groimd I did, upon th« 
order expelling our people from California, I felt eoms 
eompunctioiis visillugs ; for I had been infonned that a 
phi had been aTraaged, and wo* about being developed 6y 
lie Amerieani and other fnreigwri tn tAot d^wttitent, to 
re-«nact the scctmw of Texas." * 

Mr. Thompson, in describing Cafifonua, says: "Sugar, 
rice, and cotton, find thers their own congenial dime "— 
p. 284. Of course the same motives which led to the 
"scenes in Teias," would prompt their re-enactment in 
CaHfomia. We shaJI see hereafter that Mr. Thompson 
was not mi^nformed. 

There were two modes of acquiring CaKfomia — by 
n^otiation and by war. The first was the most econo- 
mical, the latter would probably be the most expeditions, 
but, unless commetteed by Mexico, would 1m extremely 
haEardouB to the popultuity and stabSity of the Admim- 
stration. 

By blustering about onr claims, swelling them to the 
greatest pos^ble point of inflation, and then kindly ofier- 
ing to waive them all in consideration of a cession of Cali- 
fornia, and throwing in a douceur of a few milhons, per- 
haps it might be possible to worry Mexico into a surren- 
der of the province. Butthe result was doubtful. Mexico 
had been very tenacious of her soil, and had refused every 
bribe to part with it War was the alternative. Mexico 
was just now extremely sensitive on the subject of Texas. 
Her Minister at Washington had demanded his passports 
on the passage of the jrant resolutions. Mr. Shannon, 
after irritating the Oovernment by his insulting demeanor, 
had left Mexii^, and all diplomatic intercourse between 
the two countries was now suspended. Under such tai- 
* BecollMtioiu of M«xi«o, p. 2i!T-2S2. 
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comstaiMes. it inrald not be diffionlt to exat« a mv, and 
ft war would give va California. But then a war, to be 
p<^u]ar or even to be endured by tbe North, which would 
share its burdens butnot its spoils, must be " a war by 
tlie act oi Mexico." 

It was obnously most eipedient to try n^otiation in 
the first instance, and, if that fniled, then to bring on a 
wu' by indudng Mexico to strike the first blow. Such a 
war could be waged as one of defence, not of a^resMoo ; 
Uexico would of course be immediately humbled, and we 
might dictate the terms of peace, one of which would be 
the surrender of the coveted province. Subsequent events 
have manifested that the policy we have 'explained was 
early adopted by Mr. Polk, and maintained with nn- 
wavering pertinadty. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

lOBBION or HR. BUItXU. TO USZIOO. 

Bbtokb an attempt could be made to acquire California 
by negotiatifHi, it was necesaary to restore the diplomalia 
iDtercoarse between the two eoontrieB. For this purpose, 
tiie American C(»)sul in Meiico, in oompltaoce with in- 
Btroelions, addressed a letter, 13th October, 1646, to the 
Hezican Secretary <^ State, inqnirii^ whether tiw Mexi- 
can GovemmeDt "would receive an Envoy from the 
United Sbates, entrusted with fall powers to adjtttt all 
qtutUoiu m dispute betaaen th^ too ffoveramenU." Two 
days afterwards, the Secretary perscniBlIy ddivered to the 
CmwbI a reply, staliog, " tbM although the Merieau na- 
tion is i^ply injured hy the United States through the 
' aets committed by them is the Department c£ Texas, 
which belongs to this natton, my Oovemineiit a disposed 
to receive Gx Commisrioner of the United States who may - 
come to this country wiUi full powers to settle the prttmt 
ditpute in a peaoefnl, reasonable, and bonovahfe mfumer, 
tints gi*ag a new proof that evoi in the.Dudrt <A lie injn- 
liee and of its firm lieamon to exact adequate repaiatioB 
for tbem, it docs not r^iell with o(»tume]y the meunrea 
<i reason and peace to which it is iuTited by its adrer- 
Mry," Tlria, it will be obswred. was an indirect reply to 
the question put. by tiie Oonsnl. Instead of conawting to 
newe ao Sntoy with full powers to adjo^ all qunHotu 
■ Afnle, tiM Bsantaiy refUi expnaaly to the diq^its 



t, Google 



119 SITIBW OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 

about Texas, and, with a show of coadeMotuioD, says 
that his Government will receive the Chmmstioner who 
may come to settle the pretent dispute. The language 
irresietihly refers to a Commbaioner who is to offer, not 
to denuind, reparatioo for a cerlaia injury, alleged to 
have been committed in " the department of Texas." 

Such is the fair, and indeed, the only inference to be 
drawn from the answer returaed to the Consul. The 
answer was not improbably dictated by that speoes of 
oimning which politicians are so apt to mistake for wis- 
. dam. It may have been the des^ of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to use language which would hereafter permit it 
to reject an American Minuter, or to refuse entering with 
bim into negotiations on other topics than Texas, should 
drcomatances render sn^ a course expedient A Nmilar 
canning was evinced by the Cabinet at Washington in jls 
prompt acceptance of the equivocal reply of the Mexican 
Secretary, as a fall and eiplidt answer to the question 
proposed by the Consul. Should the Envoy be received, 
the aSai of Texas would of conise be set aside as res a^u- 
dieata, while the alternative of Califomta or payment of 
claims would be pressed upon the feeble, distracted Gov- 
ernment of Meiioo. If, however, the Envoy should be 
rejected on the ground, that the Government had con- 
aented to receive only a Ctuamissioner to treat about 
Texas, then loud complaints of breach of biUi, and of 
insult offered to the national honor, would prove conven- 
ient incentives to war. Mr. Polk avoiding all explanations, 
hnrried off Mr. Stidell, of Louisiana, as Mimster to Mexico, 
within ibrpe weeks of the meeting of Congreas, and of 
course without waiting for the confirmation of his nomina- 
tion by the Senate. The Mexican- Secretary, mindful of 
the rudeness with which his Government had been bith»to 
treated by Amenoan fmictionBii«s, pxpwsaod the bqie. 
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AM ti)6 peison now to be seirt wonld be one " wboM 
digaity and prudence, and moderatioo, and the disoreet- 
nees and reasoDableaess of his proposflU, will tend to 
mlm, as mach as possible, the just irritation of tbe Meti- 
cans." How &r the gentlemao selected by Mr. Polk 
endeavored to exercise a ealmitiff influence, will be eeen in 
dte sequel. 

' On the 3d of December, it was rep<»ted in Mexico, tbat 
the new Envoy had landed at Vers Cruz. On this, tlf^ 
Mexican Secretary sought an interview with onr Consul, 
and begged him to induce Mr. Slidell to poetpone, for the 
present, his appearance in the Capital, ae he bad not been 
eipected before January, by which time the Oovemment, 
having collected the opanion and consent of the departments, 
" it would be able to proceed in the afiair with more security." 
1^ e:us(ii)g administration were charged by the party in 
opposition with being too frigidly to the United Statea. 
'■ You know," remu-ked the Secretary to the Consul, " the 
oi^oeitioa are calling us trait<»s for entering into this ar- 
rangement with you ;" and he declared that the Qovem- 
mont were afraid that the appearance of the Envoy at 
this lime would produce a revolution agunst it, which 
would terminate in its destrucUon.* The Consul imme^ 
diately advanced to meet Mr. SUdell, and at Puebla ac- 
quainted him with the wishes of the 0«vemmeat Far 
from consulting those wishes, he pushed on to the Capital, 
where be arrived'on Saturday, the 6th of December, and 
Uie aiming Mond<ry officially announced his arrival, and 
asked for an audience for the purpose of presenting his 
credentials as Envoy Sxlratyrdinary and MiaUttr Pleni- 
poUntiary of the United States. This letter was the same 
day delivered by the Consul to the Mexican Secretaiy of 
State, who assured turn that " he bimsdf was well dis* 
* 20tlt Cong., Ut Sew., Beuate Doflumeata, Tfa. 3ST, p. 18. 
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poted to have ettrylhauf amicably arraoffed, but tbat tbe 
opposition was strong, and opposed the Government with 
great violence in this measure, and that the Oovernment 
had to proceed with" great caution ; that nothing positive 
oonld be done until the new Congreae met, in Januarj," 
On WediMsdaj', the 10th December, Slidell was informed 
that his letter must be sahmitted to the Coundl oi Oov- 
ernment before a reply could be returned. Bnt this gen- 
tleman would not brook delay, and on Saturday sent the 
Consul to inquire when an answer would be given. The 
Consul was told the letter had been submitted to a Com- 
mittee of the Council, and that as soon as the Committee 
bad reported, an answer would be sent ; that Mr. SUdell 
came as a resident Minister, and not a Commis^oner to 
treat of Texas, as was eipected. The Secretary appealed 
to the Conant, that he himself knew " the critical situa- 
tion of the Mexican Government, and that it had to pro- 
ceed with great caution and circumspection in this afiair ; 
that the Qovtmmoit itadf vxu vxll ditpoitd to arrangt all 
diffietUtitt." 

These assurances of the friendly dispositiona of the Gov- 
ernment, and tbdr earnest soUdtation for a little delay, till 
those dispositions could be sanctioned and supported by tbe 
Congress about to assemble, seemed to have confirmed Mr. 
8hdell in his resolution to foree mattera to extremities ; and 
accordingly, without wailing for the report of the Commit- 
tee, he dispatched another letter on the ensuing Monday to 
die Secretary, requiring to know when he might expect an 
answer to his first, and declaring, what was absolutely 
false, that '' he is oecessarily ignorant of the reasons which 
have caused so long a delay." The "long delay" was 
precisely nven days, and within that lime he had been 
tvice officially informed through tbe Consul of " tbe rea- 
sons" of tiie delay. To this letter an answer was returned. 
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statjng that the delay complained of, had arisen from cer- 
tun difficulties arising from the nature of hb comnusmoi, 
c<Hnpared with the character of a negotiator to treat on 
the subject of Texas, whom the United States had pro- 
posed to send to Mexico ; that the subject had been sub- 
mitted to the Council of Ooremment, and that the result 
vould be communicated to him without loss of time. The 
Mxl day, 17th December, Mr. Slidell wrote to the O07- 
emmental Washington, detailing the progress of the n^o-. 
tiation thus far. It will be observed, that ap to this date 
he had neither been received, nor refitted, and in this veiy 
letter he remariu that " the impression hero among the 
best informed persons is, that the President and his Cabi- 
net are really desirous to enter fnwkly upon a negotiatioB 
which would terminate all thw difficulties with the United 
States." The^ay after this letter was received at Wash- 
ington, peremptory orders were sent to OeDeral Taylor to 
march to the Bio Grande ; and this order, necessarily cal- 
cnlated and ohrionsly intended to bring on a war, has 
been vindicated on the ground, that the Ifexican Govern- 
ment had refuted to treat with Mr. ^dell ! 

It was obvious, from what had passed, that the Mexicui 
administration, although padfio in its feelings, was not 
strong in the confidence of the pubUc, and it was naturally 
inferred, that it would not have the pow^r, even should 
it have the disposition, to conclnds a treaty for the dis- 
memberment of the Republic by the cession of California. 
Hence the determination of Mr. Polk tosecurehy thesword 
what he now saw could not likely be acquired by the 
pen. This detorminatjon was moreover strengthened by 
the following information communicated in the same letter 
from Mr. Slidell. " The conntry.iom by conflicting fac- 
tions, b in a Btal« of perfect aoarehy, its finances in a 
condition utterly desperate. I do not see where meaoa 
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am poaribly be fonnd to aury on Hm gorcnnnenL Tha 
aDnnoI eipense of tbe army alone exceeds twenty-one 
millioDs of dollar*, vrkile the net revenue a not atore than 
ten or twelve. While there is a prospect of war with the 
United Stata, no capittdist will loan money, at any me, 
bowerer oneroua. Every braitoh of tbe levenne is already 
pledged in advance. Tbe troops must be paid, or titsj 
will revolt" Of couree from auch a government, it would 
be easy to wreat California, and as much more aa we 
might want. 

Mr. SUdell, having, as we have seen, refused to permit 
the Mexican Cabinet to postpone their deci^on respecting 
bi« reception, till tbe meetii^ of Congreaa in January, 
that deduon was communicated, to him on the 20th 
December. He would be received aa a Commiaraoner to 
treat of Uie questions relating to Texas ; l)ut until that 
question was arranged, he could not be recdved as Minia- 
Ur plenipot^illary. 

Mr. SUdell was of course veiy insulting in his reply. 
" The mmals of no dvilmd notion pretent, m ao short a 
tiitu, to many wanton uttaelet upon the righU of perton amd 
properly at hmM been endured by the eitizent of the United 
States from the Mexican authoritiet." It is to be appre- 
hended that this gentleman ia either very imperfectly ae- 
quMnted with the aiinala of civillted nations, or very unscm- 
pulous in drawing inferences from them. In the excitement 
of the moment, and for the sole purpose of irritation, h< 
paraded before the Mexican Secretary, the millions de- 
manded by the American government as compensation 
for " the accumulated wrongs" of its " mnch-injured citi- 
zens." The indebtedness of Mexico, according to Mr. 
Slidell was aa fcJlowa, vis. : 
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T)w award uder Oe treaty of 1889, - «2,036,189 
Ciaiaa Uieu left unsettled, 4,2£5,4S4 

Claims sobsequeatt; presented, 2,200,000 

8,491,608 
Credit by payments made on the award,' 303,019 

Balanee, S8je7,tiU 

We have heretofore seen that the total amount of claims 

presented toihe board of arbitrators, was (11,850,578 

The clidmB afterwards fabricated were, it seems, 2,200,000 



Total claim from Mexico, $14,DfiO,5T8 

It may here be edifying to the reader, to interrupt our 
narrative for a moment, to advise him of the &te of these 
modest demands, under the especial guardianship of the 
Cabinet of Washington. The Coromisuoaers and umpire 
appointed by treaty, after a judicial investigatiofl, rejected 
as spnrious, or fraudulent, claims to the amount of 
$5,S68,9T5. The unliquidated claims, after deducting the 
award made under the treaty, amounted to $6,465,^04. 
Of these, by the treaty of peace,, the American Oovem- 
ment assumes and promises to pay such as may be fonod 
valid by its own Commissioners, not exceeding, hoteever, 
in amount $3,250,000. This sum deducted from the 
balance above, leaves no less than (S,20S,4d4, abaolut^ 
and irrevocably abandoned and repudiated by the Fedeial 
Qovemment, while the Ooverament of Mexico is by treaty 

* It will be recollected that a eonientioii concluded bj Mr. 
Thampeon, the intereat on the whole award was to be paid on 
tba SOth April, IBM, and tkt prinoipal in twenty ioatalmenU, 
.(Sie eTsry three months. The Interest wag puuotnallj paid, a« 
were the three first instalments. The money KvUiasepajiiMUa 
wBsr^sadliy^ceiJMni, soaiuoonawH (he Mttxioan govera- 
ment to meet its engagements, notwitlutanding ite flnandal 
tmbarraasmentB. The meaasTee adopted by <mi aiwn govern- 
ment in reftrenee to the annexatJoD of Tecaa, togatber witk th* 
Btat«oflliB Mexican tFeaaory, del^wtrid feuJly pv«(ent«dte 



t, Google 



118 REVIEW or THE 

atipniation relflhsed from all obligadoD to pa^ tbem ! "Bie 
sum thus abandoned, added to the sum rejected by the 
arbitrators aod umpire, makes the very respectable amount 
of 18,774,489. But this amount is yet to be greatly en- 
larged. The unUquidated claims are those preferred at 
the eleventh hour, vhen the government vas striving to ex- 
aggerate tiie sufferings of our citizens, for the purpose of 
bullying Mexico out of terrilory, and when it was hoped that 
the greater the amount of claims, the more ready would 
the nation be for war. The best claims were undoubtedly 
those first presented. We here find that of those which 
were investigated fiee-»eveathi were found spurious. On 
the very unreasonable suppodtton that the remaining 
clums are not mgre worthless than the first, less than two 
millions will remain (o be paid for by the government In 
all human probability, one milhon will b« more than suffi- 
cient to meet every equitable demand; and thus of the 
14 milUons of claims about 11 will have proved in the 
end to be fictitious. Of this base currency Mr. Slidell, as 
we have seen, took 6 millions with bim to Mexico. The use' 
be was to make of it, is thus specified in bis instructions: 
" Fortunately the joint resolution of Congress for an- 
neiing Texas to the United States, presents the means of 
talufying thae elaimi, in perfect consistency with the in- 
terests a»well as the honor of both republica. It has 
reserved to this government the adjustment of all ques- 
tions of boundary that may arise with other governments. 
This question of boundary may therefore be adjusted in 
such a manner between the two republics as to cast the 
burden'bf debt due to American claimants on their own 
Government, while it will do no injury to Merico."" 
* The instmctions to Mr. BUdell were called fiir hj the Hoosa, 
' of Repr«B«iilatiTM ; but the President refused to oommunioate 
' ih«m. Jl copy, howsvor, was surreptitioiuly obtained, and was 
pablish«d in IIm newipapers : its anthendoity hu nevei b«an 
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In other words, Mr. Slidell b to buy territory, and 
ihese fraudulent claims are to form part of the considera- 
tion. He is authorized to offer the claims and $5,000,000 
for New Mexico, and tkeclainu and $25,000,000 for both 
New Mexico and California. Thus we see the envoy was 
lent c» a land-jobbing mission, armed with cl^ros to the 
amount of ei^ht millions to bully, and with twenty-five mil- 
lions of doUars to bribe, the Mexicans to dismember their 
republic. 

Mr. Polk was determined to have Mexican territory, 
peaceably if he could — forcibly if he must. If he could 
not hay, he int«nded to conquer. Hence, the moment the 
Cabinet learned from Slidell's letter, that he had not been 
immediately received, although the question of reception 
was still undecided, the army was ordered to the Bio 
Orande. A few days after the decision was made known 
to Slidell, the Mexican administration was changed, and 
Pu^es, the head of the belligerent party assumed th« 
reins of government. On this change becoming known at 
Washington, Slidell was ordered to present his credenlialB 
to the new Cabinet, and demand his rec<^ition ; and this 
very order was avowedly given to facilitate war. " On 
your return (o the United States, energetic measures 
against Mexico would at once be recommended by the 
Preudoit, and these might fail to ohUun the support of 
Ccmgress, if it could be asserted that the existing Govern- 
ment bad not refused to rec^ve onr Minister."* The 
demand was accordingly made, tuid, as was foreseen, re- 
fused, and Mr. SUdell came home. 

It was, it seems, the intention of Mr. Polk, on this lost 
refusal, to invoke Congress to declare war (take " ener- 
getjo measures ") on the ground that Mexico by refusing 
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to recare his Miniater PlempotentitHy, compelled ns to 
seek payment of our claims by the awonl. Od further re- 
flection, this design was abandoned. A recommendation to 
commence the work of human butchery /or tuek a eatue, 
" might fail to obtain the support of Congress." It 
was thought more expedient Jint to provoke hoatilitiea, 
and then to call on CoDgreaa to raise armies to s^bhii 
the country. Hence, although Congress was in Sesdon 
when the President rec^red mtelligence of Mr. Slidell's 
final rejection, he did not " recommend energetic mea- 
sures against Mexico," as Mr. Buchanan said be would. 
A coun>e had been taken which left but little to the <Us- 
cretion of the Legislature. Before we proceed to describe 
that course, it will be neceasary to examine the clum en 
which it was founded, viz., that the Bio Orande was tba 
western boundary of the United 8tiU«a. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

WKCTBRN BOUSSART Of TBZAS. 

Whatsvkk may have been the original limits of tlie 
r^ioD vhicb ancient discoverers and geographera named 
Tezaa, the boundaries of the revolted Mexican provhice of 
that name, «re no more necessarily itiendeal with thoss 
hmits, than are the boundaries of the State of Louisiana 
with the limita once assigned to the vast territoiy bearing 
tiie same name. The State of Texas was enrred by 
Mexico out of her domains, and,. in union with Coahuilsi 
was entitled to a common l^islatare, and a representalioa 
b the Mexican Congress. In 18S9, Texas, as alre&d^ 
mentioned, dissolved her union with Coahuila, but lud no 
dum whatever to any portion of the territory of her Iste 
associate. The limits of the State of Texas were well 
known, and defined on maps. Its boundary commenced 
at the mouth of the river JTueces, in Corpus Christi bay ; 
and followed that river to its source, thence to the line of 
New Menco, near the Oaud^oupe mountains, t&enc6 
easterly to the sonthem branch of the Colorado, and iklong 
that branch to the mun stream, and with that to and 
ftlong the boundary lino of the United States to the Oolf 
of Mexico. The country between the Nueces and Bio 
Grande was embraced in Coahuila and the Norther^ dis^ 
trict of Taraaulipas. A map of Texas, published m isSl, 
gives the Nueces as its southern limit ; and in a deicrip- 
fetn of Texas, published in the same year, by a visitint, U 
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ii said that the proriDce is bomxied by " the Nueces; 
■which divides it from Tamaulipa- and Crailiuila." 

In 1833, Benjamin Lundv travelled eKtensiveSj in Texas 
and Mexico ; and his diary, published since his death, con- 
tains entries which show most coocki^vely what was then 
considered by tbq Tesaae a* the toutbern or south- 
western boundary: — "1833, October 11th. We pro- 
ceeded thb montiDg over tome d^ghtf ul plains, on a good 
kvel road. At half-past mne, ve reached and crossed 
the river Pfuecea, which i« the vestera limit of what >f 
railed Texas. Of conrsf w« are now in Cwhnila." 

"February 1, 1838. Laredo is a poor-looking plac& 
It CMituu about S300 inbaHtanti. The people, look 
lilw mnlsttoea. They are friendly and clever, but not ons 
of titm am tpwk Engiith. Laredo is tbefint seltlemeiU 
that I have seen ia Tamauhpas." Life of Besjamki 
IjaaAj, ftp- 67, ftS. 

}b 1830. aa we have sees. President JacksoB laid before 
Qw^ress the report of his special ograit, Mr. Moffit, who 
m» unt to Texas to acquire inforniation for the Oavem- 
mcnt* The-agent reported that "the pc^tical limits cf 
Te|a& proper (that is, Ae Mexican State of Texas), 
befoie the last revolutioa, were the Nueces river on the 
WiU." he. 

In 1837, was published a map of Texas, " compiled by 
Stephen F. Austin, from surveys by Qeneral Tenui of the 
Mexican Army ;" and here agwn we have the Noecea 
ftjT ita western boundary. So kte as June 28th, 1846, Mr. 
D(HUilds<Hi, American Charge d' AfTaircs to Texas, declared, 
is an official letter, that Corpus ChrisU"is the most western 
j^t now occupied by Texas." The Mexican Government 
ajw«ya in^sted, that the territory on the Rio Grande, had 
i^er belonged to Texas. The Mexican commis»oners ap- 
p(»u^ to trcf^ of peace, were, by insb-uctions, authorised 
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to aeknowledge the independence of Teus : but, to avoid 
mistake, il was added, " by Texas ia understood tbe territory 
known by that nune after the treaiies of 1619, when it 
finraed part of the State of Coahuila and Texas, and not by 
any means the territory between the Nueces and the Bravo, 
which the Congress of the pretended Teians clftimed to 
belong to it" On the 18th March, 1846, Oen. Mejia, tbe 
cmnmandant at Metamoraa, in a proclamation announcing 
Taylor's iavasion, to prove that the Americans intended to 
seise tarrilory not included m Texas, remarked, "the 
limita of Texas are certain and recognised ; ncMr hava 
titft e^mdtd beyond tbe river Nuecea." 

It ia, therefore, beyond all doubt, that no point of the 
Mexioan Slati of Temt came in contact, with the Rio 
Oraode. In what manner, then, had the Mepublic 
1^ Tseat aequired tbe immense extent of territory 
she clumed? As it came neither by purchase, nor by 
tMi^ ; the tide, if any, must have been conferred 
by the sword. On tbe 2d ^rch. IS38, the Ueiicaa 
Slate oi Texas, bounded, as we have Been, by the Nueces, 
deriared il& independence. This declaration, while it 
chained tbe political relations of Texas, had no effect ou 
its territory. On the 2Ist April of the same year, the 
victory of Son Jadato secured tbe separation of Texas 
from Heaco ; bvt it was a victory obtained avot Hexican 
troops in the heart of Texas, not a conquest of Mexican 
territory. It waa a victory, however, wliich emboldened 
the Texana lo claim for the purpose of occupying at 
plraaor«^ whfttovci: land they thought iqight be conveoieat. 
¥«■ fed from the c^ciaI report ot Qener^ JaaksoD'i 
agaat, laid befbn Cosgreaa hy the President, that almost 
on the haltle-jMd. "unmediuely after the battle of San 
JaeinCft" it waa. tbe intoilioD of tbe Texan. Gov«iuneni 
'• to have otaiaMd frtnt tlw' Bfe GnMe, al^ te river t» 
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the 30th degree of latitude, aod then West to the 
Pacific" ! ! It was, however, on reflection, thoDgbt this 
was more than was necessary ; and so, on the Iflth De- 
cemher of the same year, the Teian Legislature voted 
themselves parts of New Mexico, Coahuila, and Taman- 
lipas, about equal in extent lo the whole of Texas itself. 
This additional territory is bounded by the Kio Orande, 
and hence, and in virtue of this act of the 16th Decem- 
ber, 1836, when the Texan Government did not own ca 
possess jurisdiction over one inch of land on the Bio 
Omnde, Mr. Polk ordered General Taylor, ISth June, 
1845, to hold himself in readiness to march his troops into 
Texas, where " you will select and occupy, on or near the 
Bio Grande del Norte, such a site as wil! consist with the 
health of the troops, and will be best adapted to repel 
invauon, and to protect what, in the evmt of annexation, 
will be OUR wBSTiKH peonthb." 

Hie act of the Texan Legisbture, of course, no mora 
deprived Mexico of her right to Banta Ti, than it could 
have deprived na of our right to OregtaL Mr, Polk, m 
cliuming thus early the Bio Grande ss the western boun- 
dary of the United States, and ordering a military- force 
to take possession of it, act«d in bis capacity of chief 
magistrate, and ei'Jier with or without authority. As the 
claim he advanced to this boundary, and bis measures to 
enforce that claim, led to hostilities, it is important 
to inquire how far this .gentleman was authorised by the 
laws of his country, to involve it in the calamity o( war. 

It was only in the event of annexation, that Mr. Polk 
ehumed the Bio Grande aa the western boundary of the 
Uiuted States. Hence it becoues important to ascertain! 
if the act of annexation did indeed transfur to the United 
States the territories voted to itself by the Bepublio (rf 
TvsM. The Tyler treaty of annexation wa« rilent ae to 
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bouadaries ; and why ? Let Mr. CaJboon, wbo negotiated 
it, answer. No sooner was the treaty Bigned, than the 
Secretary officially informed the Mexican Qovemment, 
that the United States had " taken every precaution to 
make the t«rm3 of the treaty as little objectionable to 
Uexico as passible ; and, among others, has left the boun- 
dary of Texas without specification, bo that wAot the line 
of boundary should be might be an open quetUan, to be 
fairly and fully discussed and Mettled according to the 
riyAisof each," 

Notwithstanding this letter, it was objected to the 
treaty in the Senate, that the very absence of all specifi- 
catJon of boundary might be regarded as an implied sanc- 
tion of the ridiculous preten«ons of Texas. Mr. Benton 
who, as we have seen, was one of the earliest advocates 
of annexation, indignantly rejected the idea, that Texaa 
could confer upon the United States title to territory she 
never owned. In his speech against the ratificatjon of 
the treaty, he used the following language : " I wash my 
hands of all attempts to dismember the Mexican Repub- 
lic by seizing her domimona In New Meiico, Chihuahua, 
Coahuila, and Tamaulipas. The treaty, in all that relates 
to the boundary of the Rio Grande, is an act of unpa- 
ralleled outrage on Mexico. It is the sozure of two thou- 
■and miles of her territory, without a word of explanation 
with her, by virtue of a treaty with Texas to which she 
is rio party. By this declaration, the thirty thousand 
Mexicans in -the left half or the valley of the Rio del 
Norte are our citizens, and standing, in the language of 
the President's Message, in a hostile attitude towards us, 
and subject to be repelled aa invaders. Taos, the sent of 
the Custom-house, where our caravans enter their goods, 
is ours; Santa F6 the capital of New Mexico is oura — 
Governor Arniijo is our Gwvemor, and subject to be tried 
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for treason, if be does sot sabmit to ns ; twenty Uericso 
towns and villages,* are ours, and their peaceful inhabi- 
tants cultivating their fields and tending their flocks, are 
suddenly ctHiverted by a stroke of the Preddent's pen 
into American citizens or American rebels^ 

" I therefore propose, as an additional resolution, ap- 
plicable to the Itio del Norte boundary only, the one 
irbich I will read, and send to the Secretary's table, and 
one on which I shall at the proper time ask the vote at 
the Senate, Tbis is the resolution : 

" Besolved, that the incorporation of the left bank of 
the Rio del Norta into the American Union, by virtue of 
a treaty with Texas, comprehending, as the said incorpor- 
ation wonld do, a part of the Mexican departments of 
New Mexico, Chihuahua, Coahnila, and Tamaulipas, would 
be an act ofaggrtition on Mexico, for all the consequences 
of which the United States wonld stand responsdble." 

There can be no doabt the resolution would have passed, 
had not the rejection of the treaty prevented a vote 
bdng taken. Mr. Silas Wright, a distinguished democratic 
Senator from New York, afterwards vindicating bis 7ot« 
against the treaty, asserted, " I believed that the treaty, 
from the boundaries that must fie implied from it, if 
Mexico would not treat with us, embraced a country to 
which Texas had no claim, over which she had never as- 
serted jurisdiction, and which she had no right to ce|]e." 

• The following sre some of the MeiisftD towns and settle- 
ments slang the eust border of the Rio Grnnde, which accordine 
to Mr. Polk, are on our sirte " the bonndnry Una of tho United 
States," bat in vhich, at the time of the intasian, was not to b* 



the Federal OoTernment, or the St«te of Texns— viz Taos, 
Peuris,araiDpii,Einbudo,KaiDb*i, San Juan, Vitior, San Domin- 
go, San Branilla, San Aui. San Diss. Albuqnerque, San Per 
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It thus appears that, in 1644, Messrs. Tyler and Calhoim 
admitted the boundary of the Rio Qrande to be an (yien 
gvestirm ; wliiie Messrs. Wright and Benton, and probably 
a great majority of the Senate, disclaimed and repudiated 
all right whatever to what Mr. Polk terms " our western 
frontier." 

On the 3rd March, 1845, Congress passed an act al- 
lowing drawback en goods exported to "Santa F^ » 
Mexico.''' But according to the Texan Act of 16th De- 
cember, I8Se, Santa Fe was in the Republic of Texas. . 
Here, then, we have, on the part of the Congress of the 
United States, a distinct repudiation of the paper bound- 
mies set up by the Tietora at San Jacinto. We bad, 
moreover, a Consul at Santa F6, recognized not by the 
Texan hut the Mexican Government. Yet it wai after 
iitm act was [tassed, and before we had acquired a title to 
a foot of Texan land, that Mr. Pdk took measureB to 
Mue by force of arms Ae territory on the Rio Grande, m 



Falsehood is ever inconsistent with itself. Mr. Polk, in 
Us Message, Bth December, 1848, speaking of the actual 
fl^iaration of Texas from Mexico previous to OBneiataon, 
wes the expression, " I^o hostile foot finding rest withia 
ker territory for dx or seyen years." Yet all this time, 
Hexican villages east of the Bio Grande were governed 
by Mexican laws and magistrates, and the Secretaiy-at* 
War, in ordering General Taylor t« ndvance to that river, 
warns him of the Mexiran military eslabliahmenta on tljjs 
«de of it. If no hostile foot had found rest in Texan ter- 
ritory for six or seven years, then Most certainly the Ri» 
Grande territory was not in Tesas. Mr. Polk, moreover, 
tells Congress that, in December, 1836, a Texan law de- 
clared " the Rio Grande from ito mouth to its source to 
be tltMT bosndaty, and by the «ud act th^ extended 
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^eir dvil and political jurisdtctitm over the country np to 
tJiat boundary ;" and yei in this very same Message he 
aononnceS to CSngress that, "by rapid movements the 
province of New Mexico, with Santa F6. its capital, has 
Jbeen captured without bloodshed." But Santa F6 was on 
the East of the Bio Grande, and far below its source, and 
therefore, according to the Preddcnt, included within the 
Territory of Texas. And why was it captured if no hos- 
tile foot rested in it ? 

Let oa now inquire with what boundaries we rec^ved 
Texas, The terms of the joint resolutions were, " Con- 
gress doth consent that the territory properly included 
within and rightfully belonging to the Republic of Ttxat, 
may be erected into a new State to be called the S[at« of 
Texas, &c. ; " said State to be formed, subject to the ad- 
justment by this Government of all questions of htnmdariet 
that may arise viith other gavemmfnU." Here is no sano- 
^n of the act of 16th December, 1838, no claim of title 
founded on it, but an indirect admission that Texaa has 
piade unfounded claims, and we mean to take not what 
■he clums, but what she rightfully owns ; and this we 
will settle with Mexico of coarse by treaty, the President 
and Senate being " IhU Oovemment " mentioned in the 
nsolnlion. The resolutions embradng this language were 
(dScially approved of by Mr. Polk, immediately on hie 
sccesnon to the Presidency ; and yet, notwithstanding 
they thus rejected all title to territory founded on Texaa 
claims, reserving -to the President and Senate the decision 
of what should be " our Western frontier," Mr. Polk re- 
solved not merely to decide that question of his own will 
and pleasure, but to maintain his-decii^on at the point of 
the bayonet, without any cMisultatJon with the Senate, 
wad without waiting to discuss it with Mexico. For many 
years a question existed between Great Britun and the 



t, Google 



^KVIEW OP THE MEXICAN WAR. 129 

United States, respecting the Korth-eastern boiindaiy of 
Ihe latter. No President assumed the responsibility of 
plunging the country into war by Caking military posses- 
sion of the disputed territory, and the question was finally 
settled by treaty. Mr. Folic, on his accession to the 
Presidency, found another and most imporlant question of 
boundary pending between the same parties respecting 
tbe t«rntory of Oregon. He expressed, ia his inaugural 
address, the opinion, tbat the title ai the United Slates to 
tbe whole of that vast region up to 5^" 40' of NotHi 
latitude, was dear aod uoqueetjonable ; aod he refused 
all offers of compromise, and all referenoe of the question 
to arbitration. Yet he »ent no army to defend what he 
declared to be our Nortbeni frontier. On tbe contrary, 
be entered into n^utiatjoa with Great Britain, and sur- 
lendered 6ve degrees and forty roinntes of t«rritar7, wbiclt , 
be had himself asserted beloi^;ed to us " by irrefragahla 
&ct« and arguments," by a treaty which General Cass 
declared in the Senate was " prepared by the British 
Government," and which was ratified by the Senate wHb- 
oat " tbe oroeang of a <, or the dottii^ of atl i, untouched 
and unchanged." Great Britain was a pow«rrfid nation, 
and Meneo a feeble one ; the territory surrendered waH 
in the North, and would for ever be free — ^tfaat wtueb was 
■dsed was in the Sooth, and waa intended to be for «Tef 
ashtvere^oD. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

OOKUKNOmBBT Or WAB AOAIHST UISJJOO BT QISKRAL 
TATI^R. 

If R. Polk, haTing decided on war, in case California could 
not be had by negotiation, commenced his preparations for 
wa^g it, eren before the annexaUon with Texas was coD' 
anmmated. On the 8th July, 184S, the Secretary of War 
wrote to Taylor, " This depttrtment is informed, tbat 
Mexico has some mililary estabtishmenlt on the cast side 
of the BJo Orande, which are, and for some time past 
have been, in the actual occupation of her troops. In 
cairyiDg out the instmctioos heretfrfore.recdved, you will 
be careful to avtud any acts of agression, unless a state 
at war ahoutd ezut. The Mexican forces at the posts in 
Hbm pOBsetaion, and which hare been bo, will not be dis- 
torbed ao long as the relations of peace between the Uni- 
ted States azid Mexico continue." An invading army is 
sent into a territory in military possession of Mexico ; ter- 
litoiy which had never been out of her possesaion since its 
conquest from the aborigines. But no attack is to be 
made on the Mexican forta ; let the first blow be struck 
by tlie Mexicans, and then the war will be cme of de/enee, 
and therefore more popular. On the 0th Ai^ust, Taylor 
is informed that the seventh regiment of infantry and three 
companies of dr^oons have been ordered to Texas, and 
10,000 mnakets, and 1,000 rifles. A feir days after he is 
told, he will have " a force of four thousand men of the 
rtpular array." In addition to these regulars, requlutions 
^ran toada upon tbe Oovemors of Alabama, Missildppj, 
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Loninana, Tennessee, and Keotucky, to fumish Taylor 
with as many Tolunteere as he might require. The Seo- 
retary of War, in thus calling for an indeSnile number rf 
troops, makes the following candid and extraordinary con- 
fession : " It is proper to observe, that the emergency ren- 
dering such assistance from the militia of your State necea- 
Bary, doti no/ appear to havt been faretten by Congreu, 
and consequently no appropriation was made for paying 
them." Truly indeed Congress bad not foreseen that Mr. 
PoDf meant to invade Mexico, and had made no provi»on 
for the intended war. 

The Preudent baling thus made, on his own responsi- 
Idlity, ample provision for the commencement of the war, in- 
structed Taylor bow be might bring it on in case Mexioa r«- 
mmned pas»ve. On the 90th Augnst, he was told, "The 
assembling a large Mexican army on tbe borders of Texas, 
and crossing the BJo Grande witb a considerable force, will 
be regarded by the Executive as an invation of the Untied 
Slalet (.') and the commencement of hoitilitiei. An at- 
tempt to cross the river with sneb a force will also be oon- 
udered in the same light. In case of war, either dwla^ed 
or made mani/etl 6y hottilt aett, your nuun object will be 
the protection of Texas ; but tbe pursuit of tbls object will 
sot necessarily confine your action witbin tbe territory of 
Texas. Mexico having thus commenced bostilities, yoa. 
may in your discretion crost the Ria. Grande, disperse or 
capture the forces assembled to invade Texas, defeat the 
junction of troops nniting for that purpose, drive them 
from tbeir positions on eitber side of the river, and, if 
deemed practicable and expedient, take and hold posses- 
aon of Melamoms and other places in the country." 

Thus we find the Preadent m time of peace, and without 
the knowledge or expectation of Congress, ordering the 
mvanon c^ a territory in ths actual and emlanve posaei- 
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HOD of Mezieo, a tenitorf bftTii^ Mencan villages mider 
tbe authority of Mtudoan magisbatea, a port of entry, 
a oostom-honse, and various "military establishmentB." 
Should the Mexicans, 'prompted by tbe natural dictatM 
of patriotism and self-defence, assemble a body of troops 
wMch in Oeoerel Taylor's discretion might be deemed 
"lai^," and attempt to cross tbe river to reinforce Ut«r 
militaiy establishmmta, lo protect that villages, to secure 
the collection of th«r cnsttHus, to natch the motions of the 
invading army, then Oeneral Taylor is to regard their 
conduct as av invasion or tbb Umnn States, and is 
to b^in a war of i^mm, atthongh not a HexicMi shot 
has been fired, md is to capture the city of Metamoras, 
and to carry the war iato the interior of Mexico.*' 

So confident was Hr. Polk of the success of bis pbu, 
duit, as we have seen, tbe Governors of no less than five 
8ta(«8 were ordered to supply Taylor with an unlimited 
immber of troops to commence tbe intended campaign 
irith eclat. 

The pretended apolc^ for this moot unmursntable as- 
sumption of power in thus plunging the country into an 
nnexpected, unprovoked, and Qnnecesaary war, was that 
Texas was in danger. None were more sensible than the 
administtatkiD of tbe utter inability of Mexico to wage an 
ofieonve war ag^nst the United Statesi Since the com* 
mencemeot of the Texan rebellion, tbe Mexican Oovern- 
raent had been uttering inflated threats against its revolted 
province, yet no hostile force bad entered it since tbe di- 



sl pkp«r of tbe AdmtnutratiDD, ahows how well the editor 
anderatood the designs of hia employers, " If Arista (the Mexican 
Oensrsl st Hetamoros), dares to eurrj ont his brsg^rt thre&ls, 
if he Tenturae to orosg l^e Rio Qr&ode vnlh ninforctiiienit to oMf 
mtU amtd posa, wblah the Mexicans may oocnpy on th« east 
aide of tlu Ant. Oeaistal T^lor will sttsnipt to pravtat Ub— 
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a ooofliet Ht 3cui Jacinto. A vast desert extended 
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande ; and in the du- 
trict along the east of that river not one Texan dwelling 
was to be found. The population of the country innuled 
by Taylor, was exclusively Mexican. There was no hu- 
man probability that Mexico, feeble, diHorganiied, and 
distracted as she was, would due to invade Texas, now 
protected by the whole power of the Amencan con- 
federacy, when nine yean before a handful of adventurers 
had destroyed her army, and taken captive her Prewdent. 
The pretence waa no leea absurd than false ; and, had 
dagger been indeed apprehended, there was no necesntf 
to send an army 300 miles in advanet oi the Texan set- 
tlements, when no hostjla movements of the HencMis in- 
dicated an intention to cross the int«rTening desert, and 
enter Texas. The falsity of the pretence is evinced by a 
remarkable ccmfession made hj the government so late as 
lath OcL, 184fi. The SecreUry of War. writing to Tay- 
lor, says, " The information we have, renders it probable 
that no 8«ious attempta will at present be made by 
ICexico to invade Texas, although she ctHidnues to 
Uireaten incoreions.'** Oeneral Taylor, instead of pro- 
ceeding immediately to the Bio Grande ^reeably to hi« 
instructions, stopped at Corpus Chiisti at the mouUi oi tb* 
Kneces, the extreme point of Texas proper, and Oi^. 4th, 
lS4fi, wrote to the Seoretaty, "Uesco having as yet 
made no poeitive declaration of war, or c»nmitted any 
overt act of hostilities, I do not feel at liberty under my 
instructions, partjoolarly those of July 8tb, to make a for- 
ward movement to the Bio Grande without authority irom 
the war department." He alluded to his instruotitxis to 
taJw a position on the Bio Grande to repel inraaion, but 

* For eorrsspondenee, fto., with Tavlor, ss« Senate Doo.. 
a»aCon(.,l<tS«w. 

19 
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to avoid sets of aggression unless an actnal state {A war 
ezisted. Aa there was no invasion to repel, luid aa his 
march into the Mexican territory in time of peace wodd 
be an act of a^reasion, he prudently w^t«d for further 

Under these oircumstaDces, and considering that all was 
now ready for commencing hostilities, the administnUitM] 
deemed it on the whole most prudent to wait the result 
of the pA)posed negotiation to be opened at Mexico, mea- 
sores for that purpose having thready been Uiken. If our 
claims could be bartered for California, it wonld not be 
necessary to compel Taylor to march to the Rio Grande. 
We hare seen that the order to Taylor to invade the terri- 
tory of the Rio Grande, the reqni^tions upon five States 
for troops, and the instructions to Taylor how and on what 
pretences to commence the war, and to capture Metamo- 
ros, &c, were all prtrvnia to the appointment of Siidetl; 
and therefore, that the actual march to the Rio Grande 
and the war that ensued, were only the resumptum of a 
policy that had merely been suspended to allow time to 
ascertain whether California could posubly be obtdned by 
negotiation. The suspension, however, was brief. We 
have already noticed the avowal of Mr. Buchanan, Secre- 
tary of 8tat«, that in case of the refusal of Mexico to re- 
ceive Mr. Slidell, "nothing can remain but to take the 
redress of the injuries of our citizens, and the insults to 
to our Government, into our own hands," in other words, 
to go to war. On the ISth January, 1S46, the first 
dispatch was received from SUdell, from which it ap- 
peared probable that, although the Government had not 
yet refused to receive him, it would enter into no negoti- 
ation withUm, except in reference to Texas. Of course 
there was no hope of a cession of California ; and the very 
next day peremptory orders were sent to Taylor to ack- 
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vaoce to the Rio Orande ; an order nnquestioDably dic- 
tated by the avowed detenniuatton we have mentioned. 

It seems, therefore, that the Goreniment resolved on 
war professedly for two causes; 1st, The injuries to our 
citizens, all of which were estimated ia dollars and cents. 
To collect a few millions of alleged debts, it aekaowledgea 
' it willingness to commence the work of human slaughter, 
and that, too, at the very moment when no less than six 
States of the Union were indebted in the prodigious 
amount of $52,000,000, of which tbey paid neither prin- 
cipal or interest. The very idea oi collecting two or three 
millions of dollars by spending a hundred or more in mur- 
dering the debtors, is so utterly absurd and diaholical, 
that we must be excused from believing Mr. Buchanan 
when he pretends that such was the intenljon of the Cabi- 
net. The second cause assigned is little less credible. 
The insults to our Qovemment which were to be revenged 
by killing Mexicans, are the imputations of bad faith cast 
by their rulers upon the Uovenunent at Washington for 
its conduct towards Texas; imputations which, however 
disagreeable, were unhappily supported by facta, and 
which had already been most abundantly repaid with in- 
snlt and injury. The acquisition of California, and the 
extension of slavery, afforded motives for war which the 
pretended causes assigned by Mr. Buchanan failed to 
supply. 
.. It was not sufficient that Taylor should march to the 
Rio Grande; the Secretary tells him, "points oppotile 
Metamoras and Mier, and the ncinity of Laredo, are sug- 
gested for your consideration." The object was to pro- 
voke a collision, and. if possible, induce the Mexicans to 
attack our forces ; and hence the American standard was 
to be insultingly displaced in the immediate vidnity and 
in full vi«w of these Mexican towns. It would be hard 
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indeed if our trobps, stationed in tbe eubortn of tlieM 
three places, did not bring on a quarrel, and thus enable 
Mr. Polk to annotince b> Congreao that " War exiated by 
the act of Mexico." 

Qeoeral Taylor, in pursuance of orders, commenced bis 
march into the Mexican territory. Not an American, not 
a Texan wa^ to be found South of Corpus Christi. After 
proceeding througli tbe desert about one hundred miles, 
he met " small armed parties of Mencaos who eeeraed 
disposed to avoid us." 

On approaching Point Isabel, a Mexican settlement, Kud 
the site of a Mexican Custom House, he found the bwU- 
ings in flames. At the same time he recdved' a protest 
from the "Prefect of the Northern District of I^ntauhpaa*' 
against bis inrasian of a territory " tehiek had ruver be- 
longed to tkt Colimy Kissed upon" (Texas), an inra^on of 
which no noUce had been given to the Oovemmeat of 
Mexico, and for which no reason had been assigned. Tbe 
protest concluded with asstuing IVtylor that, bo long as 
his army " shall tcmaui in tbe terrritory of Tamaulipas, 
tht inhalntanta ranst, vhaterer profesdons tA poaoe you 
may emph^, regard yoa as openly committing liostilttiee^ 
and for the melaucholy consequences of ibeee they whs 
bave been tbe invaders most be answerable in the view 
of die whole wwld." The inbabitaats of Point Isabel 
fled before the invaders, and soi^ht refuge in Hetamoras. 
Taylmr announced to bis Government, that he conadered 
the eenfiagratkin of Point Isabel "at a decided evidenee ^ 
hoetility." To understand the purport tA this declaration 
of opinion, it must be recollected that in his orders of the 
18th January, 1646, he was instructed that, should Mexi- 
co assume the character of an enemy " by a declaraU<m 
of war, or mty lymi act ^ hottUitf towards os, you will 
not act tMrel^ on the d^fyruiva." 
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On the 28th March, Taylor, ivithout having met vith 
the slightest oppo^tioQ, planted hU standard on the bank 
of the Rio Grande. On the etli April he wrote home 
that the guns of Ills battury "bear direclty upon the pub- 
lic square of Mtlamorat, and ipit/iin good range for dttno- 
liihinff the lown ; their object cannot be mistaken by the 
memy ;" and he telle the Secretary of War, ■' the Mexi- 
cana still retain a hostile attitude, and have thrown up 
aoBie works to prevent us from crosung the river."* No 
declaratjon of war hod been issued on either side, and the 

* During the progress of tbis inTaaion, and vliile the army 
■ma before Metomoru, varloiis letUra frem the officers fbnnd 
their wa;r iuto the public journBla. A fev eitTWts from tbwe 
will be found instructive " West of the Xucces the people are 
all Spaniards, Tbe countrv is uninhabitable excepting the 
valley of the Rio Grande, ana that contains a pretty dense popa- 
lation, and in no part of the country are the people more loyal ' 
to the Mexican Government." 

" Camp opposiU Hefamona, Ap'-il 19/A, 1840. Our situation here 
iian eitraordiaary one. Kightin the enemy's cauDtrj, and actn- 
ally occupying their corn and cotton fields, the people of the 
■oil leoTing their homes, and we with a small handful of men 
tDarching. irith colors flying, and drumu beating, right under 
. the very guas of one of their principal cities, displaying the Itar- 

rngletl naitnet as if iu defiance under their very nose, and 
y with nn army twice our size at least, sit onietly down, and 
make not the least resistance, not the least eSbrt to drive the 
iuvadera off. There is no parallel to it." Capt. Henry, the 
writer of this letter, seem* not to have been aware that he wsa 
Jb the United Slates, and that the ptopk ef OtteU were his tA- 
low-eitiicns. 

Another officer writes, 21st April, " Onr Sag waves over the 
waters of the Rio Grande, and wo have a battery of eighteen- 
ponnders that can spot anytlyne in Slet'amornB," To under- 
Btand this Inst operation, it must be rocolli^cled, that the city 
was on one bank, and the American Ibrt on the other. Cap- 
tain Henry, of the C. S. Army, in his "Campnign Sketch ca of 
the War in Mexico." anys, that on tlie evoning of the dsj tho 
army reached the river opposite to Metamoras. " I walked down 
to the bank, and found it lined with citizens (on the other side), 
attracted, nodoubt. by the arrival of so many strangers. Strol- 
ling along, and seeing some genteel -looking young ladies upon the 
bank. I took off my hat, and saluted them with ' Bnena Benoritae.' 
The river at this point was » nomnc, ttot / amid havt titrimm a 



i„ Google 



138 RETiEW or THE HEincAH war. 

Hflzicans, althotigh they saw tbeir country ioTftded, and a 
battery fJaat«d within good range for demolishing the 
principrJ city in that part of their Republic, had not fired 
a miieket, yet General Taylor chooses to style them " the 
eneny," anda&Berts that they retain a hostile attitude. 

Five days after our trms had thus threatened and in- 
sulted Metamoros, General Ampudia reached tiie taty 
with reinforcements, and immediately addressed a letter 
to tiie AmeiicSQ Qeneral, eomplaioing that his advance to 
tbe Bio Grande had " not imly insulted but exaspemted 
the Mexican nation," and requiring him within twenty* 
four hours to remove his camp, and retire heyond Um 
Nueces ; adding, " If you in^st on remaining upon tbe 
soil of tbe department of Tamaulipas, it will clearly result 
that arms, and arms alone, must deciile the question." 
As Taylor had been sent to Tamaulipas expressly to pro- 
duce (iiis very result, he took uccaMon of tbb letter to 
hasten the desired crisis. Tbe Medcans had ebbwn a for- 
bearance amounting almost to pusillanimity. Should tbia 
[orbeonmce continue, and the enemy remain on the atiiMr 
ride of the river, how could the war be commenced ? He 
must wait for some pretext for eroesiog the river to attack 
tbcm. The fact that the inhahitants of Point Isabel had 
fired thair own houses, would bu^ly juatify him in bom- 
barding Metamoras. He chose therefore to coo^der Am- 
pudia's notice to quit as an hostile act, but not one to be 
resented with powder and sffot. He therefore resorted 
to an expedient which would compel Ampudia to fire 
the JiTit ghot, and tlius, according to the wishes of tbe 
Cabinet, to make the intended war, one of defence, "a 
war by the act of Mexico." There were two Americaa 
armed vessels at Brazos Santiugo, and these be ordered to 
blockade the mouth of the Rio Grande, thus cutting off all 
coaunuication with Metamoras by sga. . Soon after a v6b- 
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se! with a cargo of grain for the city, wns prevenled by 
the squadron from entering the river, and m consequence 
of the alarm excited by the blockade, flour rose, as stated 
ii) the papers, to forty dollars a barrel. Taylor, with n 
frankness bordering on indiscretion, thus avows his reason 
for ordering the blockade ; " It will at any rate compel 
the Mexicans to witiidraw their army from Hetamoras 
where it cannot be sietuned, oc to assume the offaitive on 
thU tide of the river."* 

Tet in thia very letter he reports that since hu last 
, of the 15th, "the retadons between me and the Uencans 
have not changed," that ii, the Mencfuis had not com- 
menced hostilities. Notwithstanding the blockade, the 
Mexicans did not attack Taylor; whereupon he deter- 
mined, It seems, not to remun any longer idle. Accord- 
ingly, the very day on which he informs the Secretary 
that the relations between himself and the Mexieans re- 
mMDed the same, and when not a siiigle shot had been 
fired by the latter, be report*, " with a view to cheek the 
dtprtdatiotu aS email parties of the ttwrny on thit ade at 
the river. Lieutenants Dobbins i^ the 8d Infantry, mid 
Porter, Oh Iitfantry, were aulfaoriEed by nie a Jev daft 
sinee to seoor ike country for some miles with a select 
pwty (rf m«i, and eaphtre and deitroy any such parties 
that they m^ht meet. It appeMa they separated, and 
that Lieutenant Porter at the head of his own detachment 
surprised a Mexican camp. 3rove away the men, and took 
potteeeum of tkeir horiee." In this aSair, Porter and one 
man were killed — whether any, or how many Mexican 
lives were sMriflced, does not appear. 

Thus it seems, that notwithstanding all the contri- 
vances <rf the adminietratMn to compel the Mexicans to 
strike the Jiret blow, it was in foot g^ven by onrsdves. 

* Letter to Secretary of Wor, April 28, 1840. 
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The idea of small partJea oommitung depredaticms, is a 
paltry apology for commencing a war. There were no 
Americans, no Texans, except the American army in the 
country, upon whom these small parlies could commit 
depredatioDS. What were the depredations complied 
cf, and who were the suEFererv, the General did not think 
property specify. But, moreover, the detachments were 
not an^torized to anest the depredators, but lo capturt 
and detlrotf art small parties they might meet, guilty or 
innocent. The General was instructed not to molest " the 
mililary establishments" on this fade cd the river ; yet he 
resolves that any small pardes from these establishments 
who might leave their barracks, were to bo captured and 
destroyed. His next letter, 26th April, reports, "that a 
party of dragoons sent out by me on the 24th instant to 
watch the course of the river above on this bank, becanu 
ei^affed with a very large force of the enemy, and, after 
a short aSeOT in which some sixteen were killed and 
wounded, appear to have been surrounded and compelled 
to aurrender." The very peculiar phraaeol<^ used to 
express this battle, " became engaged," was not perhaps 
accidental. Did the party of dragoons gallantly atta^ 
Uie vtry large foret of the enemy, and were they in conae- 
qnenoe of their nuAneit taken prisoners after losing aix- 
t«nn in lulled and wounded ? Or did tiie large party 
commence hostilities by attacking the dragoons? To 
these very natural inquiries no response b found in the 
General's despatch. The particulars of the case were, 
however, dbclosed in letters from the army, and published 
in [he newspapers. It appears that Thornton thie com- 
mander of the party, dbcoTering a mudl body of Mexi- 
cans on the summit of a rising ground, " immtdiatdy 
ekarpal upon them ;" but the main body who were on the 
other side of the hill, and therefore unseen, coming up. 
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captured the assailanU.* Another letter, pablisbed Ju th« 
Philadelphia Inquirer, says, " Captain ThomtoD, when 
about twenty-five miles above the aimy, discovered some 
Heiicans on a hill, wkin he immediately charged tipon them. ' 
When he got to the top of the hill, he found himself in a 
trap. The Mexicans were on the oppoute aids of the hill 
in a field."t 

GeneiBl Taylor, after mentioning the a^r in the words 
ve have given, announces to the Cabinet the attainment 
of the long desired result. "HoeTii.mxB lur now bb 
oovatDSKsut AS coMUBHOBD." UpoD the strength of this 
despatch, the President announoed to Congrcas and the 
world, "' Mexico has FAssan thi soDNnARY or tqi 
UiirrEn States, has invadbd our tehbitobt and sbu 
AxBaiCAH BLOOD CFDN THB AiiEaioAH eoiu Sht hat 
proelaiaud that ho»tilitie* have eommeneed, atui that tht 
two Ttafioiu art nov at war." How far th^ unqualified 
assertions contained in the firet sentance of the passage 
qnoled, are in accordance with truth, those who have 
read the preceding pi^;;es are qualified to judge for them- 
selves. The following faelt may tend to test the veracity 
of the last averment. 

General Arista arrived at Metamoras on the 24th April, 
and finding the supplies intended for the army cut off by 
the blockade of the river, tbe great square <rf the dty 
commanded by .Taylor's cannon, American pardes scour- 
ing the country, breaking up Mexican camps, and seizing 
thor horses, he gave notjce that he ooosidered, as well he 
might, hostilities commenced, and that he should prose- 

* Sea New OrlMns P'tca^wM, May i!d, 1846. 
t If early a jttx ^rr the oonuneiuiemNit <St tha war, Thorn- 
ton's official report of thla i^r wAa made pnbUo It diStrs 
e partienlari Irom tbe aewap^r acqonnta, hot the bet 
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oni* them. Ha tiua pUnlf diasTowed eommtneiitff the 
war. How far Arista')) declantion, that he coasidered 
hosiilitJea commenced by the AmeriawB, jiutifiea Mr. 
Polk's solemn ssseTenition that Mexico had " proclMmed 
that hosdlities had commenced, and that the two nations 
are now at war," the reader will decide. Should the no- 
tice of the 24th April, ful to establish the veracitj <^ Mr. 
Polk's annomicement to Congrass, the fnends of that gen- 
tleman call to his defence an order issved by the Presi- 
dent of Mexico on the 18th April, more than a tn<xith 
after Taylor had 1^ Corpus Christi, and commenced his 
invasion of the Meiiean territory ; " Frcna this day," taya 
the order, " begins oor tUfentive war, and every point of 
onr territory attacked or hmaded shall be defmded." As 
the iovftuon continued, a proclamation was issued \rf the 
Mexican President on the 34th April in winch he saya, 
"The fli^ of the stars waves on the left bank (A the Rio 
Bravo del Norte, opposite to the city of Helamonts, after, 
taking possesdon of the river with their ships (A war. 
The town of Laredo was mrprised by a party of their 
troops, and a picket of oura on the watch was disarmed. 
Hostilities then have bten commenced hg tht Umled Staiet 
of Anuriea/m making new conquests upon our territories 
within the boundaries of Tamaulipas uid New Leon. / 
have not tht ri^ht to declare var. It is for the angust 
Congress of the nation, as soon as they assemble, to take 
into con«deration all the consequences of the conflict in 
which we are involved. But if, during this intoral the 
United States should without notice, attack our sea aoaata 
on the Texan Jrontier, then it will become necessary to 
repel force by force, and a beginning oaoe made by the 
invaders, to make fall upon them the immense responsl- 
}x^iy of diaturlM^ the peace of the world." 

It win be observed tiiat in no instance is the annexation 



I,, Google 



SXVIEW or THE IlEIZIGAN WAS. 143 

of Texas cited as an evidence c^ the existence of hos- 
tilities ; but solely ilie invasion fA the Riq Grande, and the 
acts of Qeaeral Taylor connected with the invasion. 

General Taylor lost no time in prosecuting the war with 
Ilia utmost energy without waiting for furtb^ cmlers. Oa 
the l-7th of May, only four days after Congress had de- 
clared, " that war existed by the act of Mexico," and of 
course before he had received advices that the war he had 
commenced had been recognized by either govemmeoti 
C)«aentl Arista sent a fl^ of truce to him reques^g sq 
vmiatice for six weeks, giving as a teasoa, his wish to 
oommunicote with his own govemment. But Oeneral 
Taylor was too welt acquainted with the designs of his 
own govemment to accept a proposition so mudi in ac- 
cordance with the dictates of humanity, and which possi* 
bly might have led to the restomUon of peace. Th« 
anaistice waa rejected ; aod the next day he crossed tha 
liver and took possesion of the city of MetatDoraa." 

In the fierce strife of contending factions, the awfuj 
guilt of annmCTwrnfr an t^ensive and unnecessary war, 
will be imputed to difieremt parties ; hut the puiushmeiU 
duQ to guilt so eaormpua will be awarded by a tribunal 
before which all hearts will be open, aad frota which no 
secrets will be hid. 

* Gsneral T&irlor, infln-mlDg tl» Vsp DepartmeDt of his re- 
j«olJoii of this propoial, stotea, that ha raplied to Aristt, " I nt^ 
receiiing large remforccoienta and could not now Buapend opo- 
TatioDS which / Sadiutiiutiattd turr pronalitd — that Che posKOBion 
or Meumuraa vas a line qua Ken." It U to be Bopposeil that tb* 
Genernl reconciled thin eilraordinnry declaration W his con- 
■cieace, on tha prinoiplfl of gti /obU per ofitun, foot fer m, and 
that, boJDK *> Dure insCrnment, ike icar waa iutiata4 sod pto- 
Tokad, not bj himBtilf, but tb« Preaident. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

SEIZURE OF CALirORNU. 



BnroitE proceeding to detail the pnrt taken by Mr. Polk 
ud Congress, on the receipt of Taylor's announcement 
that hostilities had commenced, we will call the attention 
of the reader to the early and pmrident measures devised 
to secure, as speedily as posMble, the object of these hos- 
dlities, the Acacismoif or California. On the 24lli 
June, 1645, by order of Mr. Polk, " secret and confiden- 
tial" instrucdons were g^ven to Commodors Sloat, com- 
manding the United States naval forces in the Pacific. " If 
you ascertain with eertunty that Mexico has declared war 
agunst the United Slates, you will at (ace possess your- 
self of the port of Saint Francisco, and blockade and oc- 
cupy such other pOrts as your force may permit."* This 
naval force consisted of five vessels, and for months it was 
kept on the CaUfcoiiia coast, ready to make the coveted 
piiie at a moment's warning, and without waiting for ad- 
vices from home. The Commodore with his own and 
another vesMl were waiting at M» w tl *T i i at the entrance 
ot the Oulf of California, two more were stationed off 
Monterey, and the fifth was at St. Francisco. So admira- 
bly had all been arranged for an immediate conquatt On 
the 7th Jime, and of course within less than four weeka 
after the declaration of war by Ccaigms, the Commodore 

* Bm doonnunts ■nbmlttedbjthe Pr«sidBnt, In obedienoa te a 
esU from the House of BeprcaentaUves, fbr initraoti^ to otBoars 
in CalifomuL and (b« Puifio. oommuniMted Deo. 32d, 1B46. 
App. to Cong. Otob*. 2 Sou. 29 Cong., juge 46. 
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heard t£ Taylor's conflicts on Uie Rio Orande. l!ba 1<«( 
expected moment had Arrived, and the next day he weighed 
anchor and sailed for Monterey. On the Tth July, tha^ 
place was once more, witiiout reaiatance, aetzad by our 
forces, and Sloat, Uke hia predecessor, Jones, forthwith 
di3tribut«d his proclamation! in Ebglish and Sj»ni^ 
Where or when they, were prepared, and whether they 
were in manuscript or print, does not appear. Tteo day; 
after, St Fmnciscowaslikewiseinourposseswui. Slo^t'n 
proclamation reflected the determination of his employer^ 
— "Meneefbrward Califarma will be a portitm ef tbH 
UntUd State$" 

On landing at Monl«rey, the Commodore addrawed b 
general order to his men in which he told them, " It ia 
not only our duty to take California, but to preeerr^ jt 
afhirwards ta a part of the United Staiei, at all bsHrds/* 
It is the duty of commanders to nuke conqoeste, l)9t itoC 
to anticipate the terms of a treaty of peace. Y^ ItfCe 
we find a naval captain solemnly procl^ming thiA the C9pr 
quest he has made is never to be restored. @e fo tpift fa 
and proclaims the anaexaticat of California, wbboM. 1!fiW- 
MN^y knowing the wishes and intentions of his own gsf- 
emm^it, or without speoulalii^ on the fortunes f£ wfr. 
On the 13th August, Pueblos de« los Angelas, the gap^ 
of the province was taken, and oa the l7th AugiWt, Qo^- 
inodcH« Stockton, who h<id succeeded jSlost, ^ v^ 
■tylad lumself " Commander-in-Chief and (hw^'xr ^ 
tit Territory of Ced^i^nia," aowHinced in a fffW^WnjriJffV 
" T^e flag of the United 8ta^ u now flyiitg &Ofp VfVf 
eunmanding position in tlie Tenitory, ,{U}d Cpli|iprW;i> 
entirely free from Meiicao dpuwon. The tgrut/sp} ^ 
Catifomia now belongs to the United ptfltfs." On ^ 

• For the doonments here qnoted, p»» Ex. Dgo- 29 Otmf, S 
~ Sets. Honse of Rep,, If*. 4. 
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S8th at the same month, he wrote home, " this rich and 
beautifnl country belongs U> the United States, and is fob 
«VB8 free from Mexican dominion." All this, it must be 
KdnuUed, waa quick work. On the 7th July, MoDl«rey 
waa taken, and in eix weeks the object of the war waa 
accomplished, " the rich and beautiful country belonged 
to tlie United Stales." Not a We appears to have been 
lost in the conquest. The Mexican government had made 
no declaration of war, and its whole attention was en- 
grossed by the defence of its terrilory on the fUo Gnmde. 
The inhabilAnta of CalifcKnia were utterly unprepared for 
war, and were as ignorant as Commodore Sloat himself of 
the notion of Congress. 

The ra^od)^ with which the conquest of California was 
eStoted, was not however, entirely owing to the adroit 
measure oi stationing anned vessels on different points of 
the coast, ready to make their descent the moment Taylor 
bad succeeded in provoking hostilities on the Rio Grande. 
It will be recollected that the Ueiican Government had 
been alarmed some years before at the ingress of Ameri- 
cans into that province, and had passed an order requiring 
thdr departure. Nor will it be forgotten that, intimidated 
by the bullying demeanor of Mr. Thompson, and his 
threat to demand his passports, the order had been 
revoked. The reader will call to mind that gentleman's 
confession of his " compunctious visitings" on the occa- 
sion, well-knovring that these foreigners were btending to 
re-enact the Texan game. The alarm of Mexico was 
well founded. The conquest oi the province was prepared 
and facilital«d by the treasonable course tA the American 
aettlers previous to iheir knowledge of the existence of 
the war. The history of the rebellion in Cahfomia is but 
imperfectly known. The only information respecting it, 
disclosed by the CatHnet at Washington, is contuned in 
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the report cf the Secretary of Wai-, made 6th December, 
1S46, and from this document we gather the following 
narrative. In May, 1845, shortly before " the secret and 
confidential" instructions were given to Commodore Sloat, 
Captain Fremont, of the United States Army, was des- 
patched by Government on a tour of scientific explora- 
tion beyond the Becky Mountains. He hod sixty-two 
men under him ; but the Secretary declares that the 
expediUoD was not of a military character, and that the 
attendants did not belong to the army. On reaching the 
frontier of California, the Captain proceeded alone to 
Monterey to solicit permiguon from the Commandant, 
General Castro, for himself and party, to pass through a 
portion of the province. The desired permission was 
granted, but after the party had entered California, Fre- 
mont received information from Americans, that Castro 
was preparing to attack him with " a comparatively large 
force of arlillen/, cavalry and infantry, upon the pretext 
that, under the cover of a sciendfic misdcHi, he was excit- 
mg the American settlers to revolt" Tbb was indeed mar- 
vellons intelligence, and most marvellous means did the 
Bcientifio Capiun take to remove the groundless suspicions 
of the Califomian General. Instead of making his way 
out of the province as fast as he could, and proceeding 
upon the buaness entrusted to him by his Government, 
" he took a position on a. mountain overlooking Monterey 
at a distance of about thirty miles, entrenched it, rused 
the flag of the United States, and with his own men 
dxty-two in nnmber, awaited the approach of the Com- 
mandant-GeneniL ' ' But the Captain, however valiant, did 
not depend solely on his uzty-two men to re^st the artil- 
lery, cavalry, and infuitry of Castro ; for the Secretary 
tells us, " the AmtrUan uttler» were ready to join him at 
■U hazards, if he had been attacked ;" and hence we 
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disoorer his motiT* for taking a miStaiy portion &t a con- 
venient distance from Monterey. This wm in March, 
1846. After waiting some time for the anticipated attai^ 
but nothing occurring to furnish a pretext for commenc- 
ing faoHtilitieE, ha proueeded, without the slightest molesta- 
tJMi from the Government, on his route to Oregon, 

In Ore^iw, he was annoyed by hostile Indians, who, as 
the Secretary informs us, but without oondescendmg to 
famish a particle of proof, " had be«i excited gainst him 
by Geoeral Caetro." Again the Capt«n recaved alarm- 
ing inteUigence, \mt from what source does not appear, 
" that General Castro, in addition to his Indian alli^ wa» 
advancing against him with artillery atid cavoiry at the 
head of four (x five hundred men !" He also he^rd 
that " the American settlers in the valley of Sacn- 
mento were comprehended in th^ s(Jieme of destructitKi, 
meditated against his own party." — " Under these ur- 
oumslances (ooalinues tlie Secretary), he determined to 
turn upon his Maxioan pursuers, and seek safety both for 
lus own party aod the Amerioan settlers, not merely in 
Uie de&at of Castro, but its the total ovkhtbbow fa 
TBI MKX101.N GoTBRmBHT iif Calipounu, Aia> ^9 
XOTABLisHMBirr ov AN iKSBPBNDKira GovKamuirr ih tbax 

■XTKHaiTE DEFAKTHKHT." 

Here let us panee a m«nmt, to reflect on the utter 
atrocity and profligaoy of a deaga whiah the Sewetacy 
of War ostentattonsly parades before the worhL Admit- 
(jug tlie truth of the ridiotdons nMst»« asid \o ban 
reached Fremont, it ia very endent, that he was pnfet^ 
confidant that the combiited atrength t£ \m own pa^ 
and lliBt of Aa Anwrt'*'^ eetdma, waa abundant^ anffir 
dent for thdr own jHotection, nnee he relied en it is 
overturn the M^oan antborify and to ettabliah an iodo- 
pendeM Oonrnment. He. a cmmiMoaed oflioar af tt» 
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Umted States, witbout any known authority fromliis own 
GoTemmeut abandons the object of bis mission, and 
returns from Oregon into California, for tbe express 
pm-poee of organizing a rebellion and wresting from 
Uezico with whom we were at peace, an " extensive 
department." It b certainly a remarkable coincidence, 
tliat while we had a squadron off tbe ports of California 
with orders to seize them at a moment's warning, Captain 
Fremont was opportanely exciting rebellion and a ciril 
war in the inl«rior. Tbe Secretary himself fooUsbly pats 
tbe stamp of iniquity upon this adventure by declaring, 
" it was on tbe 6tb of June, and before tbe commencement 
of tbe war between tbe United States and Mexico eould 
hoM beea knoum, that this resolu^n was taken, and by 
tbe 5th July it was carried into effect by a series of rapid 
attacks by a small body of adventurous men under tbe 
conduct of an intrepid leader." We are told that on the 
Ilth June, a convoy of two hundred horses for Castro's 
camp with an officer and fourteen men, were surprised 
and eaptuMd by twelve of Fremont's party. On the 16th, 
the militaiy post of Sanoma was also surprised ud 
taken, with nine brass cannon, two hundred and fifty 
stand of muskets, and several officers and some men, 
witti mnnitions of war. "Leaving a small garrison in 
Sanoma, Colonel Fremont went to the Sacramento to 
rtMM the Amtrkan tetlien ; but, scarcely had be arrired 
wben an express reached him that Castro's whole force 
was cros^ng tbe bay to attack that place. On the morn- 
ing of the 25th, be arrived with ninety riflemen from tbe 
American settlers in that valley. The enemy had not yet 
appeared — scouts were sent out to reconnoitre, and a 
party of twenty fell in with a squadron of seventy dra- 
goons, attacked and defeated it. The country north of 
the Bay of San Francisco being cleared of tbe enemy, 
13* 
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Colonel Fremont retarned to Sanoma on the erenhig of 
the 4lh July, and on the morning of the 5lh called the 
people t(^eiher, explained to them the condition of 
tilings in the province, and recommended an immediate 
deelttration of independettee. The declaration was made, 
and ht was selected to take the chief direction of aSairt." 
The new-bom BepuUic of Cali/orma exbt«d but for the 
brief period of four days, b^g then strangled bj its 
parent, on receiving, as the Secretary tells us, "the 
gialiffiog intelligence " of the war with Mexico. Fremont 
and his followers, together with the American settlers, 
immediately co'operated with the naval forces, and, en the 
departure of Commodore Stocklon, the captain of the 
scienUfic exploring party beyond the Rocky Mountains, 
became Governor of the Ajibkioah tkbritory or Cali- 

FOBHIA. 

Such is the account the American Gortmmeat thought 
proper to give of the Califomian rebelUon, throwing the 
whole responsibility of this atrocious afbir on Fremont. 
Fortunately for the character of that officer, transactions 
which the Secretary did not deem it expedient to report 
have since come to light. On bia return to the United 
States, Colonel Fremont presented cerlun pecuniary 
cluma growing out of the conquest of California. The 
subject was investigated by a committee of the Senate, 
and their report dissipates much of the mystery which 
bad hitherto rested on Fremont's extraordinary conduct.* 

It seems that, on the 3rd Nov., 1846, after Jaylor had 
been ordered to the Rio Qrande, and while he was w«t- 
ing with the army at Corpus Christi, five States having 
been required to furnish him with whatever troops be 
might need, a messenger was despatched by the Cabinet 
to Fremont This messenger was lieutenant Oill^pie of 

* See Bep«rt, Benkte Dm , No. 76. SDtli Cong., Ut Seaa. 
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the naTy. He was sent to Vera Cms, and tbeoce travel- 
led thi-ough Mexico to MazatUo, in California, in the rfi»- 
gai»e of a merchant. Aftei' an interview with CommodcMV 
SloHt al MHzaiinn, he proceeded to Monterey, having 
been intiushd at Washington with a letter of instnictiont 
to tlie Ameiican Consul. The contents of this letter have 
been withheld from the public, and no doubt for sufficient 
cause, since we find from Gillespie's own coofesaoa that, 
before landing in Mexico, he datroyed the letter, having 
first committed it to memory. This letter to the Consul 
he was instructed to communicate to Fremont alto. 
Heoce we find that Qillespie was charged with instruc- 
tions of such a character, that he deemed it imprudent to 
carry the paper about his person, and that these instruc- 
tions, although addressed to the Consul in Monterey, were 
equally intended for Fremont. After reciting to the Con- 
sul the commands from Washington, the agent penetrated 
into Oregon in pursuit of Fremont, and found him a little 
beyond the California frontier. He delivered to him a 
note from the Secretary of State, composed in perfect 
keeping with the fictitious oharActer assomed by the 
bearer. It consisted of a few lines, addressed to J. C. 
Fremont, Eaquire, and telling him that Mr. Archihald H. 
Gillespie, about vititing the Norlk-wal eoatt of Ameriea 
on buainees, had requested a letter of introduction to him ; 
a request with wliii^h the Secretary complies, because the 
bearer waa a geniluman of worth and respectability, and 
wirihy of Mr. Fremont's reyard. This, it must be con- 
fessed, was a novel mode of introdudng an officer of the 
navy to another of the army. But as one party was for 
the time being a travelling merchant, and the other a 
man of science, it was proper the introduction should be 
adapted to the parts they were playing. Of course, the 
note was to accredit Gillespie aa a confidential agent of 
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die Oorernment, and to inljm<ite to Fremont thnt he waH 
to obey the instracLions orally communicated to him. 
Gillespie, in his eTamination before the Committee, re- 
lurked, " I was directed hj Mr. Buchanan to confer 
irith Cokmel Fremont, and make known my instructions, 
vhicb, as I have previously slated, were to wntch over 
tbe interests of the United States, and counteract the ia- 
fltRnce of any for«^ ^enta who might be in the coun 
try with objects prejudicial to the United 8lat«s. I was 
Also directed to show Colonel Fremoot the duplicate of 
the despatch to Mr. Larkin, Consul at Monterey, and tell- 
hig him it was the wish of the Goverament to conciliate 
the feelings of the people of California, and encourage a 
fiiendship towards the United States." 

The Government, of course, knew as well as Mr. 
Thompson that the Catifomian settlers were anxious to 
i^enact the Texan game. It is not to be supposed that 
so much secrecy and pains were taken to have agents on 
the spot to watch over our interests, and encourage friend- 
diip towards us, without intimatitig the nwonf to be us^ 
in effecting their object An bdependent republic is 
California, composed of American citJiens, would, shOnM 
peace continue with Mexico, inevitably result in annexa- 
lum: should war ensue, it woiild greatly facilitate tbe 
conquest of the t^nitoiy. 

The messenger from Washington reached Fremont on 
the 9th May. Immediately all his scientific pursuits were 
abandoned, and he and his party, together with Gillespie, 
hastened to the American settlements in California. 
These were reached on the Sacramento River in thirteen 
days. And now opened another scene in the plot. The 
gentleman "about visitjog die Nortb-west coast of Ame- 
rica oc business " proceeded down the river to Saint 
Francisco, off wbioh port a United Slates' ship-of-var 
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vns lying, ready to seize npon the place at b moment's 
warning. The American commander, OiJlespie tells us, 
"with great kindness, promplnets, and energy, furnished 
me with all the supplies be could spore from his vessel, 
as also having supplied Captain Fremont with a small 
sum of money," What these suppli^ were we are not 
told, but m:iy readily imngine, especially as tbey were 
sent in the ship's barge, under the command of a lieuten- ' 
ant. Gillespie accompanied the supplies up the river, 
and on the 13tb rejoined Fremont. He found that the 
insurrectjon had already commenced, the settlers rising, 
as he myi, " to save themselves and their crops from do> 
Btnicldon " 

On the 16th, Captain Merritt, one of the settlera, " ar- 
rived with a small escort, bringing with him Oeneral Tal> 
lejo. Colonel Salvador Vallejo, and Colonel Prudon, pri- 
soners ; a party of forty of the settlers having surprised 
and taken Sonoma, the first military garrison in that part 
of the country." Thus we see a war against the Califor- 
mans was commenced after the arrrival of Fremont, and 
without one ungle act of hosdlity having been committed 
against tbem. Of course, we have aatertiont in abundance 
of the mientiont of Oeneral Castro, the commanding offi- 
cer, while the result proved his utter inability even to 
defend himself. Fremont and his party zealously codpe- 
tated in the war, and were presently masters of that part 
of the country. The force at his disposal was a battalion 
of 224 men, and on the 5th July be ndsed the standard 
of the Repdblio of California. 

On a calm review of tbe facts before us, it is impossible 
to resist the conviction, that Fremont was ^ven to under- 
stand, but in a way not to compromit the Government, 
that tbe abandonment of bis exploration in Oregon for the 
purpose ot exciting and aiding an insurraction in Oalif<Hiaa, 
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would not expose bim to censure. Oa no oUier snppo^- 
tion would it be possible for him to escape the personal 
appUcadon of the principle laid down by General Jackson, 
that " any individual of any nation making war against the 
citizeDs of another nalion, they being at peace, forfeits his 
allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and a pirate." If he 
acted, as there is little reason to doubt, as the agent of the 
President, and in accordance with bis wishes, upon that 
officer rests the perfidy and turpitude of secretly insdgat- 
ing this rebellion and civil war. while professing friendly 
Intentions towards Mexico, and soliciting a renewal of 
diplomatic intercourse with her. Had Mexico pdd all our 
cl^ms to the last cent, had she yielded the Valley of the 
Rio Grande without a murmur, and had there conse- 
quently been no war, still, Fremont's "Republic of Cali- 
fornia,'' like Houston's " Republic of Texas," would have 
become ours by "joint resolutions" of annexation, and 
Hr. Polk, or some other President in his words would 
ban congrfttnlated Congress that " This accesdon to our 
territory," like tbat ctf Texas, " has been a bloodUu achieve- 
ment No armed force has been raised to produce the 
result. The tviord has had no part in the victory." 

It is curious to observe with what wonderful elairvoj/- 
tmee the naval officers in California understood and exe- 
cuted their instructions, long before they were received. 
It appears officially* tbat the despatch of the 13th May, 
1846, announcing the declaration of war, did not reach 
the Squadron till about the 28th of August ; and of coarse 
Qp to that time these officers bad been acting on their owd 
discretion. Let us now see what instructions were sent to 
them f^ter the war, and how exactly they had been anti- 
dpatfid b^ore thdr receipt. 

'H™rtcf8eerstM70fNsT7.1ttbDw.,l«*e. AppswBi to 
pong. Glob* A>r 29(h Couf , ?d Saw., p. «. 
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On the ISth Mt^, two da^ after vur wu declared, 
CcHumodoTe Sloat was directed to " ooiuider the mo»l im- 
pcKlant object to be, to taie and hoid poaseBsion of San 
Francisco," On the 19th July, S*n Francisco wu latm, 
and the inhabitants were ioformed by proclamation, that 
" henceforth Cahfomia will be a portioit q^ the United 
StaUt." 

The next despatch, Jiate 8th, InstnictB Sloat to " take 
■nch measures as will best promote the attachment of 
the people of California to the United Slates." BltMt, 
in his proclamation, dated 7th July, assures the Cali- 
fomians that " peaceable inhalntants will enjoy the same 
rights and privileges as the. ciliiens of any other por- 
tion of that territory (the United Slates), with all th« 
rights and privileges they now enjoy, together wiUi the 
pnrileges of chooung their own magistrates and other 
officers for the administration of justice among themselves, 
and the same protection will be extended to them as to 
any other Slate in the Union." Thus the proclamation 
had already taiMxed them to the United State*. 

On the 12tb July. Bloat is told, " The olyect of tha 
United States is, under its rights as a belligerent nation, to 
jKUMU iImI^ entirely of Upper California," and i/,* at the 

* That this h^pothiti cat BtaUment wu mere sflbotation, is svidrat 
from the indiBCreet diBclosares of the inl^ntiouB of Mr. Polk, 
eoDtsiited in the instructiooB to Btockton, of Jlth Jiniury, 
1817 : " At present it ia needless, and mifcht be injorioai to tfae 
public interests, to agitate tbe qneetion in Califomia. bow lonir 
those persons who hsve been elected far s prMoribed time, will 
haTeot&eial suthorit;. Ifoar right ofpotsesBion sball become 
sbsolnte, B^eb an inqnirj w oeedleM And if bj trest; or 
otberwise, we lose the possMsion. tbose who follow as willgofem 
the eoontry. The PrBsident, however, antioipates no snob ts- 
suU. On the contrary, he foresees bo cnntingency in whioh 
Ihe Cnit^ Bt»t«s will euBT HtfTCTrfer w nsHnffwirt tttftumiMaf 
Caii/ontia." Ofconrae Mr. Polk had thoi early, and without 
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conclitaioo of peace, " the basis at the uti poitidetU shall 
be estabUshed, the GoTernment expects through your 
forces to be found in actuaj possession of Upper Califor- 
nia. This will bring with it the necessity of a civil ad- 
miuistration — Such a Oovemment should be eatablishtd 
under yoar protection." Sloat had retired on account erf 
ill health, and been succeeded by Commodore Stockton 
who, long before the receipt of this despatch, issued a 
proclamation making " Known to all men," that the terri- 
tory known as Upper and Lower Caliform», b a territory 
of the Unitfid States, under the name of the territory of 
California. " I do, by these presents," continues the pro- 
clamation, " further order and decree, that the Govern- 
ment of the Bftid territory of Catifomia shall be, until 
altered by the proper authority of the United States, con- 
stituted in manner and form as follows ;" and then follows 
a form of Government consisting of a Governor, Secre- 
tary, LegiiilaUve Council, &o. 

Oq the ITth August, Commodore Shubrick was sent to 
rehevii Sloat, from whom not a word had yet been rec^v- 
ed. He was. ordered to take immediate possession of 
Upper Galifoniia, especially of the three ports of San 
Francisco, Uonl«rey, and San Diego," if not already cap- 
tured, — and also, " to take possession, by an inland expe- 
dition, of Pueblos de los Angelos." All four places were 
captured before a hne was received from Washington, and 
Pueblos de los Angelos was taken by an inland expedi- 
tion four days befart the date of the inslruclions. Sha- 
brick was farther directed that "all Unit«d States vessels 
and merchandize must be allowed by the local authorities 
of the ports of which you take possession, to eomt and go 
frte of duty ; hut on foreign vtneU and goodi reasonable 
duties may be imposed." But Commodore Stockton hod 
already anticipated this jnatruction two days bafora it waa 
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vritteo. Oq the 16th August, he had imposed a duty 
of Gfteeo per ceDt. ad yalonim on all goodi imported from 
foreign ports, and a tonnage duty on foreign vessels of 
fifty cents per ton, but no duties were imposed on Ameri- 
can vessels and merchandize. 

On finding these various instructioos so exactly antici- 
pated, so minutely fulfilled by officers who bad not re- 
ceived one line of intelligence from their government sub- 
■equent to the commencement of the war, it ia impassible 
to reust the conviction, that the seizure of California had 
long before been deliberately planned, and that the inten- 
tions and wishea of the Government had been folly made 
known to the officers, the plan of proceeding agreed on, 
and the squadron stationed off the Califomian ports, await- 
ing news from the Bio Qrande as a ugnal for instantly 
seizing and securing the prize for which the war was to be 
commenced on the fUo Grande. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

DEOLIIUTIOH OS WAS AQAINST MKHCO. 

Thx receipt of Taylor's letter of the 26th April, relating 
to the capture of Thornton's pnrty which had, as we have 
■een, " beeorM aiyaged " with the Mexicans by attacldng 
them, gave the administration its first intelligence that lli« 
march to the Bjo Grande had led to its intended rcGnlt. 
The letter reached Washington on Saturday the 0th May, 
Its contents were speedily made known, and on Sundaif 
evening a meeting of members of Congress, partisans of 
the President, was held, and war was decided on.* Oa 
Monday morning, the President sent a war message to 
Congress, which from its lengthf must either have beea 
written on the day devoted by the Creator to holy rest, 
or else prepared some time before in antidpation of the 
success of Taylor's misaon. In this message, after ad- 
verting in the usual style to the grievous wrongs perpe- 
trated by Menco upon our citizens throughout a long pe- 
riod of years, he closed the mournful catalogue by an- 
nouncing to the representatives of the nation, " Mexico 

BAB PABBBP TBB BOCKDABT OF THB TJhiTED StaTEB, HAB 
IHVADID OUR TERRITORT, AND SHED AMERICAN BLOOD UPON 

THB American boil. She has fboclaiued that hob- 

TIUTIEB BAVB COMUEKCBD, ASD THAT THE TWO NATIOSa 



* SpoeohofC. J. Ingenoll, App. to Cong. Gllob«, 29tb Cong., 

B«M.,p.l26. 

t Ooirai^iiig lit pagM in print. 
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ABX AT WAR." "I invoke," said Mr. Poli, "the prompt 
ftction of Congress to recognize the existence of the war, 
and to place at the disposition of the Executive the means 
of prosecuting the war with vigor, and thus hastening the 
reatoralion of peace (/)" Thus emulous was this gentle- 
man of the blessing promised to the peace'maker. 

Let us DOW see how this invoca^on lo make peace by 
commencing with vigor the work of human slaughter, wtt 
received by the American Congress. This body was th« 
grand iaqnest of the tiadon. The President appeared be- 
fore them as a prosecuting officer, accusing the Ooveiu- 
ment of Mexico of high ciimea and misdemeanors, and 
demanding from his auditors a judgment which would be 
equivalent to a untenee of death against thousands and 
tens of thooaaods of human beings, including multitodea 
of th^ own couBtrymeo. We might suppose that Con- 
gress, impressed with the awful responsibility thus im- 
posed upon them, would.apply themselves with calm, 
patient, and prayerful consideration to the duty befi»e 
tfaemi Uiat they would rigidly tcmtinin the evidenee 
mbmitted to tlnm, and moat oamestly seek for expe- 
dients to rescue their own and ft neighboring coantry from 
the tremendous calanutlea impending over them. They 
were informed by die President, that a part; of Ameri- 
cans and Mexicans hhd " become engaged," and uxteen of 
the former had been killed and wounded. Thus a coUi- 
•ion had occurred. But such a colfiaion does not amount 
to war. A Bridah frigate bad some yeare ^ce assanlted 
an American national ship, killed a portion of her crew, 
and forcibly imprtsved another portjca. No war ensued ; 
but explanatjons were given, and redress made. Still 
later an American steamboat was aeized in our own waters 
t^a Biiliifa force, and daatn^d, and one <^ ^ erew 
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killed. Still no var ensued. An examination of the tea- 
timonj' submitted b; Mr. Polk might pos»bly shov, that 
the recent collision wns accidental, or provoked on our 
part, or unauthorized by Mexico. Explanations, if de- 
manded, might lead to a pacific result, and the effusion 
of blood be prevented. Of all crimes, the commence- 
ment of an unnecessary war is the most atrodous, the 
moat deBerring the wrath of God, and the execration oi 
mankind. 

Uelancholy and humiliating is the fact, that the Americwi 
Congress passed a decree which they knew would oeca- 
uon wide-Bpread najling and lamentation, and woe and 
death, with a recklecBness, a precipitation, and a disregard 
of evidence, which no court of judicature in our land 
would dare to manifest in conugning to the penitentiary a 
man charged with petit larceny. Shocking as is such an 
assertion, its truth is still more^so. The Message of the 
President was accompanied with manuscript copies of the 
coii'espondence between the Oovemment and Mr. Sliddl 
and General Taybr; and this correspondence contuned 
tlie evidence on which he rested his momentous chaises 
against Mexico ; the testimony on which alone Congress 
could pronounce on the truth or falsehood of the oharges. 
We will let one erf the members relate the prooeedii^ of 
the House <rf Bepresentatirei on Monday the 11th May, 
1646, on the receipt of the message. " It was proposed 
by a whig member (Mr. Winthrop), that the documents 
accompanying the Message be read. By a strict party 
vote this MOTION WAS RBJxcTRn. The House went im- 
meHiaUli/ Into a committee of the whole. The Commit- 
tee rose in a very short time, and reported a bill accord- 
ing to the President's wishes. The previous queatiaD 
(preventing all debate), was called and earned, and tha 
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House brought to a vote, Trithout one word of esplanit' 
don, proof, or argnincDt on the amendment which asserts 
the eiistence of war bj' the 'act of Uexico.' On this 
quesUon the vote stood — ayee 123, to 67 noes. The 
amendments having been gone through, and the bill en- 
grossed, the question came, on its final passage. Agun 
the prerions question was moved and seconded ; and) 
after some ineffectual efforts on the part of various mem- 
bere to enter their protest against this very preamble, the 
Tote was forced under the gog, and the bill carried by 
ayes 174, nays 14. The whole proceeding from begin- 
ning to end occupied hut a wmall portion of a single day. 
The previous question was applied at every step and all 
debate, explanation, and every attempt to get informa- 
tion, was put down, by patty votes of the dominant 
party."* In the Senate, the Message wag referred to a 
Committee, which the ittxi day, instead of reporting /ireff, 
contented themselves with reporting the bill from the 
House, and this was passed by a vote of fiO to 2. " We 
bad not," said Mr. Calhoun, alluding to this precipitata 
aetiott, " a particle of evidence that the Republic of Uezico 
had made war agtunst the United States."! '^^'» b"! 
declaring that war exists by the act of Mexico, placed 
the army and navy at the disposal of the President, pro- 
vided for the employment of fifty thousand volunteer*, 
and appropriated ten millions of dollan for the prosecu- 
tion of the war. Thus was a system of human butchery 
commenced without argument, without examination, with- 

* Speech of Mr. Pendleton of Virginia, 22d Feb. 1847. Bee 
App. M> Cong. Globe, 29lh Cong., 2 3eBS., p 112. 

t See speech, 24tb Feb.. IMT. Cong. Globe, 27tb Feb. 1847. 
The preamble of an not of the Meiican Congress raising sup- 

tliel, thna Tepndiates the idea that the war wu commenced 
y th* lU^ablic : " The Meiican naUon ftnit Ut^ia a state of 
war with tlie United States of Amerioa," 
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oat listeuing to one word of the evidence offered, and 
without even the pretence of a deare to avoid or de]ay 
the awful calamity. 

Whatever opinion may be eotertained of the lawfulness 
of defensive war, the moral Eenee of mankind, irrespec- 
iiye of reli^ous creeds, condemns as most iniquitous an 
offensive and aggressive one. Such a war differs from 
murder and robbery only in the stupendous enormity and 
extent of the crime. The vast military power and 
resourcea confided to the President, were to be employed 
not in enforcing rights, not in obtaining redress for inju- 
lies. Congress diacluimed, by their acts and the preamble 
of thar bill, oil idea of commencing hostilities. A motion 
to declare war was rejected by an overwhelming majority. 
It was deemed expedient to declare, that it already exUUd 
by the act of Mexico, thus representing to the nation and 
the world, that the war was on our side purely a defen- 
sive one, undertaken to repel an invading enemy. 

And what was the power that had dared to invade the 
United States, and by its assault bad thrown this great 
confederacy into such imminent danger, that Congress 
found it necessary to provide fifty thousand troops in 
addition to the regular army, in snch haste as not to 
allow them time eetn to read the detpateh annouTtcing the 
invasumf 

The Republic of Mexico had long been the prey of 
military chieftains, who, in theif struggles for power and 
the perpetual revolutiona they had excited, had exhausted 
the resources of the country. Without money, without 
credit, without a single frigate, without commerce, with- 
out union, and with a feeble population of seven or eight 
millions, composed chiefly of Indians and mixed breeds, 
Bcattered over immense regions, and for the most part 
sunk in ignorance and sloth, Mexico was certainly not 



t, Google 



REVIEW OF THE MEXICAN WAR. ItiS 

a Tcry formidable enemy to the United States.* It was 
impossible for any Mexican force to reach us by sea ; and 
to reach us by land, her armies would have been obliged 
to C1-03S an nninhabiled desert nearly two hundred miles 
in breadth, before they arrived at the Nueces, the boun- 
dary of Texas. The people of that revolted province had 
for years maintMued their independence in spite of 
Mexico, and no doubt can be entertained that thor mili- 
tia were amply able to drive back any army Mexico might 
send into her territory. There was not a female in our 
country whose slumbers were broken, through apprehen- 
uon of the pret«nded invasion of the United States. Not 
ft Mexican soldier had bwl on soil owned by an American 
citizen — not a shot bad been fired within a hundred miles 
cf an American dwetUog. 

The apparent panic, therefore, under which Congress 
voted fifty thousand additional troops for defence, was not 
real but feigned. The war, as we have seen, was not 
commenced to recover the amount of our claims, and 
procure redress of grievances, but avowedly for defaux ; 
a motive so palpably false and absurd, that, although 
officially professed by the President, and in the preamble 
of the Act of Congress, but one ungle member of 
Congress, it is believed, had the hardihood to urge 
it in jostificatioD of his vote. The true <Ageet of the war 

• The following partlcnlars are g»thered firom the work on 
Hezioo, bj Brantz Ma;er : 

iDdians, 4^1000 

Whites, 1,000,000 

Hegroea, 6,000 

AU other oasts, . ■ ■ ■ 2,009,609 

7,015,609 
Exports fVom Hexioo in 1S42, exalnaiv* tS 

Gold and SUver, 81,600,000 

National debt, B6,000,000 
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WOB tlms frankly stated by Mr. C. J. IngereoU, as Chair* 
man of the Committee of Foreign Kelations, in a report 
he presented February, 1847; "ComplMntsof tberesort 
to territorial conqueats from Mexico are disarmed of 
reproach by the undeniable focts, that Mexico, by war, 
constraina the United States to take by ccoqucst what, 
ever mice the Mexican independence, every American 
admiiuBtration hat been ttrivinff lo gethy purehaae ; and 
that the executive orders, and military and naval execu- 
tion of them for the achievement of eonqnest, have oon- 
fonned not merely to the long eatabliBbed policy of our 
Government but. wise principles of self-preservation indis- 
pensable to all provident Oovemment." This official 
language of the report was but a repetition of sentiments 
advanced by the chairman, in a speech in the House, 19th 
January, 1847: "'Warasoften waged," swd Mr. Inger- 
soll, " is a theme of copious tamentsUon ; and so it should 
be, But what the old vximen ai both sexes are girea lo 
deplore as tbe calamities of war, where have they been 
yet felt in these hostilities with Mexico? Never was the 
country more prosperous, or so powerful as at present. I 
mean to show nnamwerably that alt parties in the United 
States, all adnunistiations of this Oovennneot since 
Medco ceased to he a Spanish Province, have united in 
lite policy of getting from her by fair means pneuelf 
thoK ttrrilorUa which, and only which, she has now con- 
strained us to take by force, though even yet we are dis- 
posed to pay for them, not by blood merely, but by 
money too."* In other words, if Mexico will yet consent 
lo sell us these coveted territories — at our own price, we 
will cease to murder her dtizens in order to acquire them. 
This avowal explained the extreme and apparently ludi- 
crous BoUdtude expressed by Mr. Polk for peace. The 
* App. to Covg. Globe, 1847, p. 12G. 
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W being wi^ed solely for tm^iy, the more vigtmiualf 
it ma proaecated, the sooner would Mexico be compelled 
to purchase peace by making the desired cesuon. The 
disDjemberment of another, not the de/aiee ol ita own 
oouDtry, vaij the object of the American Government. 
Why BDch dismembeimeat was desired, will be seen 
in the sequel 

Hie object we hare aaugned for tJw war, does not 
explain why of two hundred and forty membera of Con- 
gress, only Bxteen were found who voted against a Inll 
containing in its preamble an assertioa unsupported by 
fToof, and ai^ropriatJDg great lupplias for ddenee when 
no danger threatened. 

Few, if any, of the Northern members had a direct 
interest in the conquest of California ; but all were inter- 
eeted m the ascendency of one or the other of the two 
great poUtieal parties. Hr. P<d]c and hia Cabinet were 
Ihe leaders and represHitadres of the democratic party, 
■nd the dispensers of the vast patronage wielded by tfa« 
Federal Oovernment. To Tot« agunst the war would 
have been, in the democratic members, an act of rebellioa 
agwnat their own party, and an ezcluuoo of ttiemaelTflii 
for the future frcnn all participatjtm in the favors of the 
administration. It wonld, moreover, alienate the South- 
on Democrats from their Kortbem bretbr«i, and by the 
division thus occasioned would most probably, at Hk neit 
elections, transfer the political power ot the nation, with 
all its emoluments, into the bands of the rival parly. 
Kot ft solitary damocralic vole in ei&er House was prm 
agaiast the war. 

Xhe Whig par^ was placed under vary difierent cir- 
onmstaacas. Th^ ware in tike minop^, and ware stiiv- 
tug to gun the seats occupied by the preaoit incnmbenli. 
Haaoe it was their pcdi^ to oast tbe utanoat odiiui upon 
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the administration, and to represent ita n 
wise and dishoaest, and iajurious alike to tlie interesta 
and the morals of the country. Hence no denunciationa 
of the course by which the adimnistmUon had iavolyed 
the nation in the calamaties of war, were too violent or 
too unmeasured. The conduct of Mr. Polk, in particular, 
waa all that was false, base, and wicked. The war was 
the Premdent'M vmr ; and the assertioii, that it waa the act 
of Mexico, a palpable falsehood, fint the multitude are 
ever fascinated with military glory, and ever ready to 
enjoy the spoils of war. It was, therefore, deemed moat 
politic to make a distinction between the war and its au- 
thors. The latter were, if possible, to be hurled from 
office for commencing an iniquitous war ; but the patriot- 
ism of the Whig party was to be manifest«d in their 
vigorous proseouUon of this same ioiquitoos war, for the 
glory of the nation. Had the Whigs voted against sup- 
plies after they were told that war existed, they nught 
have been charged at the polls with dereliction to the 
cause of their country. It was, therefore, deemed more ex- 
pedient to concur in sending fifty thousand men to rob 
Mexico, and murder her citizens, than to hazard the Ion 
of votes at the approaching elections. The excuse guie- 
rally made by the Whigs for supporting the war bill waa, 
that General Taylor and his army were in danger of being 
destroyed or captured by the Mexicans. The excuse 
was not only fid»e, but it was palpably ridiculous. The 
very despatch in which Taylor announced that hostili- 
ties had commenced, demonstrated his entire secarity. 
After stating the calls he had made on the govemora of 
Texas and Louisiana for troops, he adds, " This wiU ccra- 
stitute an auxiliar)f force of nearly five thousand men, 
which will be necessary to prosecute the war with energy, 
and carry it, at it should be, into the miemy'i emmtiy.'' 
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80 that, at the very moment he wrote, instead of being in 
danger of captivity, he was making preparations for ad- 
▼aodng inU) Mexico, and for this purjrase, he deemed om- 
tmtk of the force so liberally allowed him by the Whig*, 
amply sufQcient. Seven Aayz after the fifty thousand 
men had been voted, Taylor, without even w^ting for the 
five thousand for which be had called, entered the dty of 
Uetamorss, the Mexican anny flying before him. 

But had Taylor indeed been in danger, the Whigs well 
knew that bis fate would be decided long before a corpo- 
ral's guard nused under the act conid possibly reach him. 
They were, moreover, told by the President himself, in 
bis Message, that Taylor was authorized to call for and 
accept volunteers from no less than six of the nearest 
States. The Administration, foreseeing and intending the 
vu, had already, without any authority from Congress, 
most amply provided for Taylor's security. Well was it 
said on the floor of Congress, in reply to this pitiful apolo- 
gy, " Compare the provisions of the bill with the object 
avowed of afi'ording relief to General Taylor and his 
army; and what a picture does it present? The bill 
provides that the militia, army, and navy of the United 
States, together with fifty thousand volunteers, shall be 
placed at the disposal of the Prendent /or thepurpim of 
prnaecuting the war to a »peedyand nuxatful termination. 
Thus upMi the face of the bill is its object clearly, dis- 
tinctly, and explicitly set forth and declared." Tbe asaer- 
tioD, therefore, made by the Whigs, that their vote was 
given for the protection of General Taylor, is of a umilar 
character with that whii;h they bo bitterly denounced in 
the preamble of the bill, that war existed by the act of 
Mexico. Their apology for voting for this assertion, which 
^ey acknowledged to be a falsehood, was, that they had 
fint voted agunst it. However consistent such an apology 



t, Google 



188 UTIEW or THE M£Xie>H WAB. 

tmj be irith Htb morals of politiw, it will certuoly not bo 
deemed satisfactory by those wbo regard tbe Scriptures as 
the ataodard of ethics. The vote of the Whig members 
was probably the most extraordinary aod hiimiliaiing ex- 
hibitioa of moral eawardiee ever witnessed in the national 
L^slature ; nor did it escape exposure and castigatioo. 
Barcmtms and reproaches, whieh it was impoB»ble to elude 
or to answer, were diowered upon the Whig meml>eiB 
without BtJDt by th^ opponente. The fcdlowing is a 
sample of the rebukes diey received : Mr. Brockea- 
borough of Florida thus exposed tlie fabe and unhappy 
position in which the Whigs had placed themselyes by 
their nnscmpulous calculations of expediency — "The 
TOfy tenn ' unjust war' involves rapine and bloodshed, 
robbery and murder. Every step is inbmous, a crime for 
which tlie country should sbioud itself in monniiog. BiU 
jfou rejoice and glory in it. You send forth the poor 
soldier, tor whom you affect such ^mpathy, and tell him 
to day — but it is murder : to fall fighting valiantly — bvt 
it is a felon's death. You Ind the American mother send- 
forth her child at her coontry's call, to stain himself wtth- 
orime— to return a robber, red and reeking with ianoc«t 
Uood, You call your soldiers heroes, and write on thor 
monnments ' rapine, murder,' Yon vote sworda and 
thanks, and medals and land, and money and peuaons, 
for what you say is crime ; and crime so black that Indi- 
viduals committing it, without your Mnettow, receive txAj 
ignominy, ■ prison, or a halter. 

" We (democrats) believe, before God and the worid, 
tlurt tbe war is just on our part. If we err, w« Kt after 
full deliberatioa and argument, wtHi the best judgment 
Heaven has vouchsafed to ns, in the beSrf that we m 
diwbarging a patriolie duly ledounding to t^ hoaar and 
obaowtar f£ owe eenntry. If there is any in&my— ai^ 
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crime, it is not onra. Qentlemen claim it all. We have 
mo mteniion of nickedness. We act throughout as we 
profess. But you declare war and denounce it as infamous, 
but vote all supplies, and urge its ^dgorous prosecution. 
Tou pieacb that it is murder, and boast bow many-Wbigs 
there are in it— how many friends, how many constituent* 
you hare in it, who volunteered to go. 

"You charge that it is a crime, and complain that 
more Democrats than Whigs have been appointed to 
cany on the Tillainy, and speak of the chief man in the 
gang (General Taylor) for the Preddency. You vote 
monuments to the dead — trophies, thanks, emoluments, 
bounties to the liring — to entice people to imbrue thw 
bsads in blood — in iofemy. 

" If this war is unjust, gentlemen are not absolved by 
tbecryof 'Mr. Polk's war.' They voted for it. Declama- 
tion against Mr. Polk wiU not screen them from their own 
denunciations of the horror, the sin, and crime, and mur- 
der, of unjust war. If crime and infamy, the record 
bears conviction of the actort upon its face, and there it 
irillslAnd, indelible and imperisluble, as the Republic itself. 
It will adhere, like the shirt of Nessus, to its authors. 
Like the garment Media wove for Jason, it will cleave and 
bum into the 8esb until they perish. Enhancing tba 
crime, they only invoke more fearful puniabment upon 
themselves." 

Barely, indeed, has any deliberative body listened to 
sarcasm so withering, or invective so powerful and so just. 

Still the leadert of the Whig party in Congress clnng 
with fearless tenacity to a policy which, altbougb imsioral, 
tbey believed to be advantageous. They continued theough 
Ibe whole existence of the war to denounce it as (Ajuat, 
Ficlced, and unconstitutional, but nevertheless eiijicad 
tbor patriotism, by votii^ the supplies retjaired H^ the 
15 
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President for enBuring a criminal triumph. It is, loW' 
ever, due to the party at laige to acknowledge, that its 
Bnbmission, especially at the Morth, to this policy of ita 
leaders, was partial and reluctant. The Ammcan Review, 
« Tery able journal devoted to the interests of the party, 
thus honorably confessed and condemned the molives 
vhich actuated the Whig members of Congress who voted 
for the war ; " X^e vote for fifty thousand volunteers and 
ten miniona of dollars was all but unanimous. The reso- 
lution asking for tbese means were preceded by a lying 
preamble, which imputed the war to the act of Mexico. 
The resolution, preamble and all, was eagerly swallowed. 
So mncli more solicitous seemed even the Whig* about 
penonat popularity, which might be jeoparded by what 
would be represented as an abandonment of the cause of 
a gallant but belea^ered army, in refusing or delaying to 
vote for this bill, than for the cause of truth and rioht." 

The Whig Le^lature of Massachusetts erophadcally 
rebuked the courae pnrsued by some of the Whig repre- 
sentaUves from that State in Congress, by adopting a 
resolution declaring : " That such a war of conqnest, so 
hateful in its objects, so wanton, unjust, and unconstitu- 
tional in its origin and character, must be regarded as a 
war ag^st freedom, against humanity, agaioEt justice, 
against the Union, and against the free States ; and that 
a regard for the true interests and highest honor of the 
country, uot less than the impulses of Christian duty, 
should arouse all good dtszens to join in efforts to arrat 
thit vw, and in every just way uding the country to 
retire from the position of aggression %vhich It now occu- 
pies towards a weak, dietrected neighbor and sister Re- 
public," 

That only uxteen members out of two hundred and 
forfy should have voted against the war, while a very 
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iargo minority admitted its injustice, and the falsehood of 
the assertion that it had been commenced by Mexico, is a 
melancholy proof that moral courage and independence 
were not characteristics of the American Congress of 
1S46. And yet these quaUtJes invariably attract confid- 
ence, esteem, and influence, even from those agunst whom 
they are exercised. " I admire," said one of the leaders 
of the war p'arty, " I admire the sincerity, I reverence 
the consiBtency of the immortal roDRiXEN (in the House 
of Bepresentatives) who voted against the declaration of- 
war. Their judgment waa convinced that the war was 
wrong, and they voted as th«r judgment dictated. They 
violated the laws neither of Ood nor of man. But be 
who denounces the war as unjust, and yet votes for it, 
violates Ood's holy law and every prindple of ethics." 
Let the names of these honest, consistent men, who feared 
Ood more than man, and looked rather to the Day of 
Judgment than to the day of election, be borne upon the . 
affectionate remembrance of the Chiisdui conunnmtj. 
Hey were : 

BBHATK.* 

Thomas Clayton, .... Delaware. 
John Davis, Masaachnaetta^ 

HOnSK OF KXFRESBHTATITXB. 

John Qnincy Adams, . 

George Ashmun, . . 

Joseph Orinnell, .... ^-Massadunetta. 

Charlea Hudson, . , 

Daniel P. King, . . 

Henry T. Cranston, . . . Rhode Ii 

Eraatus D. Culver, . . . '. New YoHl 

* It la da« to jii8tjc« to mention, that Mr. Corwln, « Sanator 
from Oblo, afterwarda publiclj condemned and regretted the 
vote he had giv«n for the war. 
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Luther Seveianoe, . . . 


. Maine. 


John Strahan, .... 


. Pennayl^ 


Colombta Delano, . . . 




Joseph M. Root, . . . . 




Daniel R. Tilden, . . . 


Ohio. 


Joseph Vance, . , . . 




Joshim E. Giddings, . . 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

TBX TAR PROSBCDTKD TOR COnVrttT. 

In utter disregard of the mnldpHed proofs to the con- 
tiwy, Mr. Polk thought it expedient, in his Message to 
Congress of Uie 8Ch December, 184d, to hosard the ex- 
traordinary assertion, " Tbi var bar not bksn ttaokd 
WITH A viBV TO conhukbt" I He added, " But having 
been commeDced by Mexico, it has been carried into the 
enemy's country, and will be there vigorausly prosecated, 
with a view to obtain an honorable peace, and thereby 
secure ample indemnity for the expenses of the war, at 
wall as to OUT much-injured cutiEens, who bold larga 
peouniary demands against Mexico." We have seen Mr. 
Polk's early and persevering efforts to secure California, 
and liis official declaration, in ti>e instructions to Btockton, 
that he could foresee »w eontiji^ency in which the United 
States would ever surrender or relinquish that province. 
What abuse of language can be greater than to fight for 
territory with the declared intention of holding it for 
ever, and yet to pretend that we fight not for conquest 
but indemnity? Sut, independent of this most wretched 
quibbling about a word, let ns pause for a moment to 
consider the avowal made by the President of the United 
States to a Christian people. It is no longer pretended 
that the war is one of defence. We are, it seems, to con- 
tinne fighting tJU we are paid for our trouble in slaugh- 
tering. We killed Mexicans on the Rio Qrande; but, 
reodving no pay^ we bombarded Vera Cnu, and kill«d 
15" 
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more. This swelled our demand for compensation. Not 
receiving it, we marched hundreds of miles to the City of 
Mexico, and killed some tbousands more. This added 
another and a heavy item to onr InU ; aud thus we were 
to proceed, spreading nasery and death, till we were fully 
indemniJUd for the money, and trouble, and blood, we 
bad expended in filling a sister fiepnbUc with wuling, 
and lamentation, and woe. The idea of thus killiog other 
people, and sacrificing the lives of our own citiiens, for 
the purpose of petUnff pay for fighUng, is original with 
Mr. Polk ; at least, he finds no precedent for such policy 
in the history of bis own country. Our revolutionary 
btbers rejoiced to lay down their arms the moment the 
object for which they had been taken was accomplished. 
Not a voice was beard recommending a continuance of 
hostilities till Great Britun indemmfied us for fighting hxt 
the last seven years. In 1815, we again rejdced b mak- 
ing peace with Great Britain, without asking any indem- 
nity for kilbng Engltsbmen, capturing British vessels, and 
carrying the war into Canada. It is only poor, feeble, 
ezbausted Mexico, who must bleed on, till she pays na 
for letting blood. 

But we are to contjuue tbe work of Blaoghter, not only 
till we are pud for our powder and shot, &c, but also 
till Mexico dtacbaiges a debt of a few millions, which she 
is Bud to owe certain of our citizens. And thus, at a day 
when it is deemed inhuman even to imprison an insolvent, 
Mr. Polk recommends that Mexican bonds shall be steep- 
ed in hnman gore, and tliat we shall proceed to collect 
onr debts by murdering the debtors. And all this to 
indemnify our " much-injured citizens." But how will 
Mr. Polk indemnify the vast multitude of women and 
children whom his policy has made widows and orphans ? 
What tariff will be establish for broken hearts and blasted 
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hopes ? What indemmty would he dfum from Mexico 
for all the crimes and blaephemiei, for all the horrors of 
the hospital and the battle-field, for all the desc^tioa and 
misery id this Kfe, and in that which is to oome, engen- 
dered by the war ? 

In justice to Mr. Polk, we acquit ^im of the horrible 
atrocity of wishing to continae the slaughter of the Mexi- 
cans for compensation for the cost of killing them, and of 
the consummate folly of expending a hundred millioas of 
dollars in collecting three or four of alleged debL Poll- 
ticiana often tlunk it wise to cmcesl their real motives by 
assigning false ones. The war was to be continued, not 
to obtain a reimbursenent of its expenses, not U> collect ft 
paltry debt, but solely for conquest. We have already 
seen that it was the President's determination to annex 
California to the Union. Let us now listen to a few <rf 
tbe frank avowals of the partisans of the war in Congress. 

Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, declared that, "The an- 
nexadon of Cdifornia to the United' States, was the great 
measure of the age."* 

Mr. Bbdikoer, of Vir^ia — " Was this to be a war of 
conquest ? He answered, yes ; trusting in Heaven, and 
OB the valor of their arms, this ihould he a war of ooh- 

Mr. Sbtibb, of Arkansas, spe^ng of the territories to 
be acquired from Mexico, observed, "He supposed no 
Senator would think that they ought to be less than Kew 
Mexico and Upper California. He did not suppose that 
a treaty of paace with less than this would ever pass that 
body. "J 

Mr, Giles, of Maryland — " I talte it for granted, that 
we shall gun territory, and must gain territory, before we 

• Coag. Olobe, lOth Deo., 1S46, p. 2S. 
t Cong. Gloho, 6th Jan., 1847, p. 128. 
t Cang. Olobe, Sd Feb.. 1B«7, p. 80S. 
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shot the gates of tlie temple of Janus. We must have it. 
Every consideration of naljonal policy calls upon us to ee- 
cure it. We must march right out from ocean to ocean. 
We must fulfil what the Amerii^n poet has said of ob, 
from me end of this confederacy to the other, 
' The bFosd Psoiflc ohafea our strand, 
Ve hear th« wide Atlantic roar.' 
We must march from Texas straight to l3ie Pacific 
ocean, and be bounded only by its roaring wave. We 
most admit no other gOTeroment to any parlatiixi of this 
great territory. It is the destiny of the white race, it ia 
the destiny of the Anglo-Saxon race ; and, if they fail to 
perfonn it, they will not come up to that high position 
which Providence, in his mighty government has assigned 
them."* 

In January, 1&47, a resolution was offered in the Hoose 
of Representatives, declaring that the war " ia not waged 
with a view to conquest ;" but the House was too candid 
to endorse the words of the President, and rejected the 
resolution. In the same Sesuon, it also rejected, by a 
vot« of 126 to 76, the following amendment* prp posed to 
the supply Kll, via. ; " Provided farther, that ^ese appro- 
priations are made with no view of sancti<Hiing any prose* 
cuUon of the existing war with Mexico for the acquindon 
of territory to form new States to be added to the Umon, 
or for the dismemberment of Mexico." 

These disclaimers of all intention of maUng conquests 
came from the Whigs, who were unmedsnred in their de- 
nunciations of Mr. Polk's obvious policy. 

In his next raess^e of December, 1847, that gentleman 
adrdtly revenged himself upon his opponents, by remind- 
ing Congress, that only sixteen members bad voted against 
the war ; and that Congress, including, of course, the Whig 
memben with the exception of the sixteen, " could not 
• Cong. Globe, Ulh Fob,, 1817, p. 887. 
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Aam nuanl, when in May, 1846, they appropriated ten 
millions of dollars, and authorised the President to «n- 
ploy the nulitary and naval forces of the United States, 
and to accept the servicea of wiftt thoubasd volunteers - 
to eoaUe him to prosecute the war ; and when at thor 
last Session, and afier our army had invaded Mexico, 
they made additional appn^riattona, aod aatbtMiaed the 
raising of additional troops for the same purpose— that 
no indemnity was to be obtaoned from Meneo at the con- 
dusioD of the war." It was impooaiUe tar the Whigs to 
dude the force of this sarcasm.' If the war " was not 
waged with a view to conqoest," with what view did thei/ 
vote for an army of ifty thousand men ? 

Puerile as is the disliaclion made by Ur. Po& b etw e en 
ttmqueit and lerrilorial indemnity, it appean from his owb 
shoinng, that it is a dislinctian without a d^Eerenee ; » 
»eie quibble on words. The President, infonmng Ctni- 
^ress what territories he had clumed di Mexico as ewidi- 
tioiis of peace, remarks, " as the territory to be aiei|«n)l 
by the boundary proposed, might be estimated to be of 
greater wUue than ajair e^italenl for our just dema n ds, 
oar Comnussioiier was'anthoiued lo stipulate for the pay- 
ment of such additional pecuniaty eonuderatioti as was 
deemed reasonable." Here we see that Hr. Polk meant 
to take more territory, than he even pretends we ore oati- 
tied Co for indemnificadon. And how cUd he mean to ac- 
qoire it? By conquest ? Oh no, but by a foreed sale, 
negotiated by a Commissioner at the head of a riotoTious 
army, ready to enter the city of Mexico ; and for this sur- 
phis territory he would pay snoh a price as he deemed 
reaB(»iable, and, if the Mexicans refused to make the barr 
gain on his terms, they refused at the peril of Uieir fives, 
and the loss of their capital ; their blood was to flow, 
tiU th^ aeoepted, for territory to y^aek we had no jfut 
claims, the price we night p)ease to pay. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

■muT OP TEKRITOBT RBOCIRBD FROM MBZIOO. 

Wx have already admitted that Ur. Polk's frequent and 
earnest assevemtjons of fais desire for peace trere siacere, 
because in his mind the term peace iocluded the acquisi- 
tion of all the territory he wanted. The peace he desired, 
-was not a just, and therefore an honorable one, but a bold, 
lapacious spoUaticm. If we use strong t«rms, it is because 
they are warranted by strong facts. After we had obt^- 
ed milit&ry occapation of the country on the Rio Grande 
and all the aea-ports oa the Atlantic and Pacific ; after 
the Mexican armies had been routed in three general en- 
gagements ; after the efforts of the Mexicans had failed 
to protect their capital, and General Scott was ready to 
enl«r its gal«a, peace was again offered- Mexico. In the 
time, place, and terms of this offer, we can see no indica- 
tion of generoaity, no desire for justice, no feeling tiS 
honor. Mexico, utterly prostrated, could obviously make 
no BUccessfnl reustance, and it was certainly within the 
power tA the United States to take military possesion not 
merely of the capital, but of every city and strong place 
in the republic. Such, however, was not the desire or 
the interest of the Administration, or of the country. To 
hold the entire of Mexico by force of arms, would occasion 
an expenditure of treasure and an imposition of taxes 
vhich would soon hurl Mr. Polk and his partisans from 
oflb». Nor would a continuance of the war give us that 
qtdt-claini to the opvistei} terntoriea which wm required. 
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to enable ns to convert them with facility into skvehold- 
ing States with a represcntatioD in Congress. The ot^t 
of the tear could be moat advantageously obtained by n 
treaty of peace, giving us undispated possession of New 
Henco and California. Hence the^dedre for peace ; and 
the prostrate condition of Mexico induced the hope that 
she would be compelled to make the cesuon we de- 
manded. And what was that cesdon? Why, all &« 
territory between the Nueces and the Bio Onnde, toge- 
ther with the whole of New Mexico, and all Califonua, 
both Upper and Lower 1 An inspectirat of the map of 
Mexico will show that these demands, txdtaivt of Texas 
proper, are esdmated at upwards of dght hundred thou- 
sand square miles, while the whole area of the Republic 
is supposed to contain one million ux hundred thousand, 
^us did Mr. Polk seek for a "just and honorable peace" 
in the seizure of one half of Mexico !* 

Such was the territorial indemnity we attempted to 
extort from a vanquished and almost unresisting enemy. 
Napoleon, in the career of conquest, never indulged in 
wilder rapacity. Kexico, humbled and disabled, offered 
to cede all Texas proper, beyond the Nueces, and all of 
New Mexico and Cabfomia North of the 37th degree of 
latitude ; an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 
dze of New York I It is true, that in the Mexican prejet 
of a treaty containing this proposed cesuon, there was a 
stipulation for compensation for injuries done by the Ame- 
rican troops, a mere matter of discusuon, but not repre- 
sented as a nn« qua non. The nq^tiation was broken 
off not on account of that or other exceptionable proposals, 
but because Mexico refused to cede the whole of New 



* These raUniates are taken from en official 
areu of the different proTinoes, pnblUhed by the 
OoTammftnt, and attached to Dutotnell's map of Heuoo. 
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Mexico and California. Mr. Polk, in his Message to Con- 
gress, dfictared, " the boundary of the Rio Grande, and 
the cesMon of the States of New Mexico and Upper Cali- 
fornia conetitutfid an cltimatou which our CommisMoner 
was nnd« no circumstances to yield." It may seem 
vtrange that Mr. Polk refused to accept the profTered ces- 
riOD. The solution is easy, and will be ^ren in the Bub- 
aequent chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

ItOnVB FOR ACftinRINO rKRMTOBY. — THB WILMOT PROVISO. 

Ttnt possesMons of the United Stat«B extended from the 
Adantie to the Pacific, and from the 49th to the 80th 
d^ree of latitude. Independent of the thirty States, 
comprising the Federal Union, the natioiial territcmes em- 
braced 1,838,396 square miles — an area equal to about 
h&lf of all KoTope. The American RepnUic, anterior to 
the Mexican war, possessed one of the largest regions in 
the world under one Government, and at the same time 
one of the moet thinly inhabited. It will not, therefore, 
be pretended, that additional territoiy was required for 
the conveuience at our population. It is said a port was 
wanted on the Pacific. The portion of California north 
of the 37trh d^ree of latitude, which Mexico offered to 
cede, contains the harbor of St. Francisco, the best and 
most capacJouB cm the Pacific. Ur. Polk had ofBcially 
declared, that owr title to the whole of Oregon was " clear 
and unquestionable ;" yet, with the ccmsent of southern 
8enat(»s, he nirrendered to Great Britain no less than S'^ 
40' of what he insisted was territ«»y belonging la the 
United States. Why give away nmtbem tenit^ny which 
is oatB, aad lavish blood and treasure for the conqneet of 
southern territory to which we have no title ? It was 
known, that from natural and other causes, slavery would 
he for ever excluded from the territory yielded to Oreat 
Britain, hut would find in California and New Uexico a 
geoiBl s(h1 and clisate ; and l^t these States, witoi anb- 
16 
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divided imd annexed, would give to the slaTeholding inte- 
rest B predomimttiDg and resistless infiuence in tbe Federal 
Government. 

Were other proofs wanting of the real object of the 
war, it might be found in the avowals of the southern 
press : " We trust," said the Charleston Patriot, " that 
our southern represeotativea will remember that this is ft 
fiODTHKRN WAR." Said the CharUiKm Courier: "Every 
battle fought in Mexico, and every dollar spent there, but 
insures tbe acqutsitioa of territory which must teiden tht 
field of southern eaterprixe and power far. the future. 
Aod tbe final result will be to adjust tbe whole balance 
of power in tbe Confederacy, so as to give rs the control 
over the operations of tbe Oovemmenl in all time to 
come." 

Tbe Federal Union, a Georgia paper in tbe interest of 
tbe administration, remarked, " The Whigs of tbe North 
oppose tbe war, because its le^timate effect is, as they 
contend, the extension of southern terntoiy, and of south- 
em slavery. It is true, this is a wai' in which the South 
is more immediately interested. Its vast expenditures 
must be made within her limits. During its con^uance, 
New York, the great emporium of commerce, must be 
shorn in part of her greatneas. Exchange, usually in her 
fiivor, must now he reversed, and in favor of New Orleans, 
where the supphes are furnished for the army. Let tiie 
South now be true to herself, and the days of her vassal- 
age are gone, and gone for ever." 

Said the Afolnle Serald : " The natnnd tendency of the 
Blavea under our humane policy ia to increase. The effect 
follows that, if we have no outlet for them, no sml to pnt 
them on, they will be huddled within tbe extreme south- 
em limits of tbe Union." After showing that insubordi- 
n^on, aiid lots of profit, would result from a too erowd«d 
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■lave population, the editor proceeds, "These evils may 
he avdded by taltiog new territory in the direction of 
Mexico. The profitable existence of slavery is by no 
means incompatible with a more temperate region, but it 
is incompatible with a very dense population. We need 
plenty of soil to render it profitable," 

As the war was waged only for territory, Mr. Polk was 
anxious to secure its object as speedily as possible ; and, 
thinking it probable that money judiciously distributed in 
Mexico might hasten the cession of California, recom- 
mended to Cong^«ss, August 8th, 1846, an appropriation 
of two millions of dollars, to be placed at his disposal, for 
the purpose of facilitating a peace. The very proposal 
utterly destroyed the pretext upon which he first justified 
the war, that it was one of defence. " Millions for de- 
fence, not a cent for tribute," was tmce the proud rally- 
ing cry of the Republic. Now he proposed two millions 
to buy a peace. Had it not been known that the moa^ 
was to be employed in gaining territory, the very proposi- 
tion would have excited universal abhorrence and indigna- 
tioD. A lull granting the de^red sum was introduced 
into tbe-Lower House, but to the extreme mortification 
and alarm of the administration, and the pro-slavery party, 
was passed with a proviso offered by Mr. Wilmot, exclud-, 
ing slavery from all territory that might be ceded by' 
Mexico. The bill was reported to the Senate on the last 
day of the Sesuen, and, for want of time, no question was 
taken upon it. At the ensuing Session, Mr. Polk asked 
for three millions for the same purpose, and a law was 
passed appropriating this sum " to enable the Presideiit 
to conclude a treaty of peace, limiti and boandariee, with 
the Bepublic of Mexico, to be used by him in the event 
that said treaty, when signed by the authorized agenlt of 
the two Oovemments, ^d duly ratified by JVcxico, shall 
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tall for the same, or any part tbereof." It will be ob- 
served that the law contemplated not merely a treaty of 
peace, but of limiU mid boundaries, in other words, a 
treaty ceding California and New Mexico. The eonditioa 
of the appropriation is une^iampled in the history of diplo- 
macy. The money is to be paid not when the treaty ia 
eonsommated, but as eoon as Mexico consents to the terms 
Mr. Polk may demand. Mr. Tyler found that a contract 
entered into by the authorized i^^entsof two Governments, 
did not oonBiitale a ti«aty without the ratification of the 
Senate ; but, in this most extraordinary taw, snch a ratifi- 
cation ia wholly disregarded. As Hoon as Mexico Inads 
berself to cede territory, the money is to be pud, never to 
be returned, whether the Senate reject or confirm the bar- 
gain. Never before, probably, did a civ^zed nation etipa- 
lale to perform in advance, a conditicm required by an 
jmratified and therefore unobligatory treaty. Viewin|; 
the appropriation in the least oflfendve light, it is an offer 
to pay the con^deralion money of a purchase in advance, 
whether the title-deed may prove valid or not, with per- 
mission to retain the money, although the deed should be 
refused. There must have been some weighty reason for 
this procednre. The credit <rf the United States was not 
BO low, that it was necessary to pay in advance. Louisi- 
ana and Florida had been purchased by treaty ; but the 
eoDsideratJon money in nather case had been paid before 
the treaties were ratified. The departure in the present 
case from the ordinary course of negotiation was caused 
by the botnbg desire to acqiure additional slave terri- 
tory. 

The war was eipenuve, and might prove hazardous to 
the popularity of the adnunistration. Mr. Polk had do 
wish to kill Mencans, provided they would surrender their 
lands. It was hoped our invasion, and the fearful ansy 
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of fifty thousand men, would have instantly frighUned thfl 
enemy into the desired cession of her temtorieH ; but, in 
the language of the sdministradon presses, Mexico was 
" mulish," was " ohstinate." It was thought a large sum 
ot money, judiciously diBtriba(«d, might be more snccesa- 
ful than intimidation bad proved. The Mexican leaders 
were supposed to be mercenary ; the army waa known to 
be necessitous. Three millions distributed among the 
officers and soldiers, either secretly as bribes, or openly 
under color of an instalment in advance for the purchase 
of territory, might induce the Mexican Congress through 
military coercion, to consent to the dismemberment of 
the Repnbhc. This payment in advance of so large 
a sum, might be useful, also, in compelling the American 
Senate to ratify the treaty. If they declined, the money 
paid would be lost, and the responsibility of sacrificing the 
people's money would rest upon the Senators, who should 
dare to vote ag^nst the treaty. The attempt to re-annex 
die Wilmoc proviso to Uiis l»ll, and the long debate it 
occauoned, rent asunder the transparent veil with which 
the pro-slavery party had attempted to conceal the true 
object of the war, and provoked the southern members 
into unusual frankness. 

The northern Democrata bad long justified the character 
given to them, of being " the natural allies" of the slave- 
holders. Anti-slavery sentiments had recently made rapid 
prc^^s at the north, and the tone of the elections in 
various States, warned them that their devotion to slavery, 
waa undermining their own power. The grant of three 
millions, afforded them an opportunity of strengthening 
their waning popularity at home, without, as they con- 
tended, dissolving an alliance, from which they had 
derived so many pecuniary and political advantages. As 
Democrats, they were bound to support tie war, and 



I,, GoLiglc 



186 REVIEW OF THE MEXICAN WAR. 

to give the Preudent tbe appropriation he had aslted for. 
But to this appropriation, they attached the Wilmot pro- 
viso. This now famous proviso was in these t«rms : "Pro- 
vided always, that there shall be neither slavery nor invo- 
luntary servitude, in any Urritory on the continent of 
America, wlach shall hereafter be acquired by or tmnexed 
to the United States by virtue of this appropriation, or in 
any other manner wfaatioever, esoept for crimes where<rf 
the party shall have been duly convicted." To this was 
added a proviaon for the retom of fugitive slaves found 
in Such l«rritary. In tiiis attempt to prevent the ezten- 
Mon of slavery, the northern Democrats endeavored to 
shelter themselves from the reproaches of their southern 
friends hy calling thrir proposal ." the Thomas JefFeraon 
proviso,"* its language being copied from the ordinance 
for the Oovemmcnt of the North-Weetem territory, orig- 
inally drafted by Mr. Jefferson, in J784.f The northern 
Wliign gave the proviso their cordial support. It may, how- 
ever, be asked with what propriety they could vote for an 
appropriation even with the proviso, which tbey themselves 
contended, was to be used for the purposes of bribery and 
corruption. To this question tbey gave a far more satisfac- 
tory answer, than they ever returned to tJie question why 
th(^ voted for a war which they denounced as iniquitous. 
Mr. Stewart of Pennsylvania, thus ably vindicated the policy 
and duty of voting for the appropriation with the provito : 
" As a friend of peace, present and prospective, I am in 
favor of this proviso. The object of this war being the 
acquisition of southern territory, as long as there is & hope 
of accomplishing this object, there will be no peace. Put 
an end to this hope ; and you at once put an end to the 
w«r, by defeating its object. The moment the President 
finds this proviso accompanying thi3 grant of money, he 
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will be for making peace, and bo will all the South. They 
wMt no reslrieted territory. If the restriotioo U imposed, 
and tbe territory acquired b to ]xfree, from that moment 
the President would pay Mexico to keep her territory, 
rather than bring it in on ancb conditions. I am for the 
proviso, therefore, because it will bring ub pkacb. Im- 
pose this restriction, and Mr. Polk will say he wants no 
territory, tbe South will say they want lume ; we say, 
^eed, we want none. Then, if Mexico is to lose no 
territory, she will be for peace ; and, if we are to acquire 
none, what are we fighting for ? Then impose this 
restriction, and the war will be promptly ended to the 
great benefit and joy of both Republics." 

The avowals of southern members, the messages of 
southern Governors, the action of sontbera Legislatures, 
and the language held by slaveholders assembled in 
, popular meetings, all bear witness to the wisdom, foresight, 
and truth, of Mr. Stewart's remarks. 

The alarm and irritation of the south caused by the 
introduction of the proviso, was greatly augmented by 
the circumstance of its originating with the northern 
democracy ; with that party which had heretofore cheer- 
fully sacrificed the right of petition, and- the freedom of 
debate, and had consented to tbe annexation of Texas, 
through subserviency to southern interests. The slave- 
holders felt that they wwe now in their atmost need 
deserted by the friends, who had hitherto professed devo- 
tion to their cause* In their exasperation- they, for the 

* In 1843, Mr. Baclittn^. Sen&Uir from PennaylTaniB. opposed 
the ratification of the treaty with Great Britain settling the 
North-Eaat bonndarj, because it did not provide compensiition 
for certain slaves liberated in the West Indies. He remarked : 
" All Christendom is leagaed against the South, upon the qnea- 
tioB of domeatic slaTeir. They haie no other allies to snstain 
their constitutional nghta, except the democeacv of thk 
NoHTH. In m^ own State, we inscribe npon our part; baunera 
iostUily to abdition. It is there one of the oardioal principles 
of the deinoctatio partj." 
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first time, avowed the real object of the war to be, the 
oonqnest of territory for the extension of sbveiy. 

Mr. Sbbdon, of ViT^nia, declared the proviso a " grow 
and oSenaive proposition, outraging the vhole scope and 
spirit of the Coostitution. The Bouth never vonld, nevw 
could pTDteeuU eongatitt which were to be made tUe in- 
etraments of direct attack upon hu- hiBtittttions. She 
never would acquiesce in the acquisition of t«nitory fnnn 
which her sons, teitk thtir property, were to be wholly 
excluded. In contrast with the effects of that law (the 
proviso), the question of the prosecution of the war, erf the 
acquisition of the most extensive territories, shrinks into 
ineigmficance. It is to involve the momentouM iwv4 of the 
Union of these Statn." 

Mr. Basoah, of Alabama, was exceedingly frank : 
" Say to the South that they are only fighting to make 
FRBB TGBRrroRT, that it is ordy for this that the hrave 
men of Carolina, Oeor^a, and Alabama, are periling thnr 
lives; and they will demand the settlement of this ques- 
tion noa, preliminary to any farther proseeutiim of the war." 

Said Mr, Leake, <rf Virginia ; " If the present attempt 
to impose limitation with respect to the kztknsion of 
8LAVXBT should be persisted in, and should prevail, the 
South must stand In self-defence ; for they could not and 
would not submit to it." 

Mr. TiBBATTfi, of Kentucky, was equally frank with Mr. 
Bargan : " If the people of the South are to be told that 
in acquiring territory, for which their blood is to he spilled 
and their treasures expended, they are realiang benefits 
for others in which they are to have no share, and that 
they are, in effect, to be excluded from territory which 
their own blood and treasure have helped to win, then I 
am against keepif^ one foot of Mexican territory — I am 
opposed to carrying on this iwr tm surh fermt." 
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Mr. Cju.Hocnf, in great ezdtement, exclaimed : " I am 
a Sonlhem mao and a slaveholder, a Idnd and merdfnl 
one I tniat, and none the worse for being a Blaveholder. 
I Bay for ooe I would rather meet any eztremity apon 
earth than give up one inch of our equality— one inch oi 
what beloi^ to us as members of this great Republic. 
What ! acknowledge our inferiwity ! The Bmrender of 
life is nothing to sinking down into acknowledged infer- 
brity." 

Yet tins kind and merciful slaveholder had devoted the 
energies of bis life to keeping in acknowledged inferiority, 
^noranoe, and degradaUon, million! of his fellow-men and 
fdlow-ooantrymen, and was at this very moment opposing 
an effort to prevent inunense regions being peopled with 
beasts of burden in human form. 

Mr. Baobt, of Alabama, averred, "If the time should 
come when this priadple was to be acted npon, that no 
more territory was to he acquired lest Sottihtm itutitu- 
tUmt should exist m such territory, he would say, Awat 
STRS TBB Union." This gea^man, the more effectually 
to aeenre the object of the wu-, introduced into the Senate 
% rescdnlion declaring that, " If territory is hereafter ae- 
qmred by the United Stales, either by treaty or owxinest, 
it shall not be competent tar the treaty-making power or 
Congress Ik exclude blavert frmn such territory, either 
by treaty, stipulation, or by act of Congress." 

Mr. BuTLBB, of SonUi Carolina, " Would, before God, 
warn gentlemen, if the South was to be regarded and 
treated with inequality, they would tear up the inatru* 
ment (the Conatitntiott) to which they had subscribed in 
good faitlj." 

Mr. SAcmuN, of Texas, dseland •' Should tlM pror 
posed amendment be adopted, aU AopM cf aequirmg Ur* 
ritory ID that fttarter art gomfor nw. Tba Sonth would 
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never conHnt, under snch a state of thingi, to add any 
territory to what we now possess." ' 

Mr. Thohpsor, of Mis«sdppi, denouncing tlie proriao, 
sffinned that its passage would be the DiasoLimoir or 
THE Union. 

Mr. Manouh, of ITorth Carolina : " There are now 
three millions of slaves penned up in the slave Stat«B, and 
they are an increaang population, increasing faster than 
the whites. And are the »laves to he aiwayt emjated 10 
their priton Stales?" 

Thus we find from their own avowals that the acqnisi* 
tioD of SLAVE TERRTTOBT WBS the Mtw ^uff MM on which 
the sUveholders would continue the war; and that for 
such acquisition they were ready, if necessary, to dissolve 
the Union. Hence, the honor of the nation, the griev- 
ances of the claimants, the shedding of American blood 
upon American scnl, were hollow, and false pretexts for the 
war, its true and sole object being the extenuon of hnmafi 
bondage. 

To the confessions of the slaveholdera -may be added 
the fallowing decinve testimony of General Cass, then a 
member of the Senate, (pven m a private letter of 19th 
February, J847, but which found its way into the newa- 
papen : " The 'l^ilmot Proviso will not pass the Seoata. 
It would be death to the war — death to all hope* of get- 
ting an acre of territory — death to the AdminiBtratJOD, 
and death to the Democratic party." 

The reference made by the slaveholdeia to the Missouri 
compromise, and their alleged willingness to apply that 
compromise to the conquered territories, utterly stultified 
thdr argument against the constitutionality of the Proviso. 
If Congress had a right to exclude Slavery from t«rritoTy 
purchased of Trance, and ctmquered from Mexico, north 
of se" SO, they had stirely an equal right to exclude it 
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from every part o! New Mexico and California. By the 
Constitution, Congress is constituted the Legislature of 
die territories, and of course possesses the same power 
over slavery in them, that a State legislature does within 
its own jurisdiction. 

The bill appropriating three millions of doUars was, 
after a severe stru^le, carried in the House of Represent- 
atives, with the Proviso, by 115 to 106. In the Senate, 
the Proviso was stricken out 31 to 21. The whole in- 
fluence of the Government, and all the appliances of party 
discipline, were now put in requisition to induce the House 
to concur with the_Sena(ei and the Proviso was fiaally 
rejected, lOS to 97. It will he observed that the total 
vote on the adoption of the Proviso was 221, and on its 
rejection 199. Of course no less than 22 members foand 
it convenient lo be absent at this important crisis, and 
BIZ who had supported the Proviso found motives for 
changing thdr votes. 

The Proviso had indeed been rejected for the present, 
but it might be renewed at the next eessicm ; and, even 
should it ful in the Senate, yet a treaty, ceding an im- 
mense territoiy to be consecrated to slavery, might not 
command In that body the vote of two-thirds necessaTy 
to its ratification. The very possibility of thus losing the 
prize for which the war was commenced, exasperated and 
alarmed tbe South, and vigorous efforts were made to 
indftce the North to abandon the position it had tiAen tn 
behalf of human liberty, by the usual threats of dissolv- 
ing the Union, and by appeals to the interests of selfish 
politicians. Many of the governors of the slaveholding 
States brought the subject before their respective Le^- 
latures. The Governor of Virginia, in his Message, re- 
marked that it was " unquestionably true that, if our 
slaves were reatrieied to our pntmt ImiU. they would 
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g>rea% diminisli in vaiue, and thns eerioual; impMr iba 
fortunes of tbeir owners. The South never can ooneent 
to be confined to preacribed Umits. She wants and muat ' 
have space, if consistent with honor and propriety." 

The Governor of South Carolina objected to the re- 
strictJOD as tending to diminish the political influence of 
the South, in the Fedeml Qovemmeat, and insisted on 
strenuous resistance. The Legislature of Virginia, setting 
at defiance the power of Congress, " Resolved unam- 
mously, that under no circumstances will this body 
rec<^nize, as binding, any enactment of the Federal Oor- 
emment which has for its object the prohibition of slavery, 
in any territory, to be acquired either by conquest or 
treaty." The Legislature of Georgia resolved, " That any 
territory acquired by the arms of the United States, or 
by treaty with a fordgn power, become| the common 
property of the several States composing this confede- 
racy ; and whilst it so continues, it is the right of eacb 
citizen of each and every State, to reside with his pro- 
perty of every description, within snch territory." 

The Legislature of Alabama '■ Resolved, That under 
no urcnmstances will Uiis body recognize as Unding, aaj 
enactment of the Federal Government which has for its 
object the prohiMtion of slavery in any territory, to be 
acquired nther by conquest or treaty, touth of the tine of 
tke Mieeouri eompromite." ■ 

A public meeting in Richmond, Vir^^ma, declared not 
only the right of slaveholders to carry th«r slaves into 
all territories hereafter to be acquired aouth of 36° 80', 
" but also- that we will, by all peaceable means, and 
tills fiuling, by abus, if necessary, susttun such of onr 
follow-ntiiMts as may elect to settle within snoh ter- 
riUny hereafter afiquind, in the maintenance of their 
ri^Uu tins to settle, and take with them th^ slatu." 
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A'meeting in Oliaiieston, S. C, declared it would be dis- 
bonorable and debasing to Bubmit to the prohibition ot 
slavery, " beytmd whai m alrtady yieldtd (y the Jfiuourt 
eompromite." 

But it was not enough to threaten the North with s 
dissolution of the union, and with civil war. Xheae are 
evils which, when they occur, will not fall exclusively 
upon the people of the free States. It wsa thought ad- 
visable to threaten the poUtieiaitB of the North with tike 
loss of political power snd emohuneDt — a menace far niore 
influential than imy other. A Presidential eleoUon was 
approaching, and northern asfaramta were warned that no 
opponent to the exteouon of slavery should receive the 
votes of the South. A umilar warning had seoured tlie 
anitexation of Texas, and the election of Mr. Polk. 

The Legislature of Oeor^ " Resolved, that the i^<^le 
of Qeoi^, at the ensuing Preddentitd election, should 
not and will not support any man for the Presidency or 
Tice-Preadency, who fawn the principle of the WUinot 
provito." The determination thus officially announcedt 
was reiterated by various meetings and on various occa- 
uons, and had a sensible and immediate effect in cooHog 
the zeal of northern politicians in behalf of the proviso. 
Oeneial Taylor was a cotton planter, and the owner of 
nnmerooa davee ; and the popularity he had acquired by 
his victoiies, pointed bim out as a most available souibem 
candidate. He was accordingly early nominated, and his 
interests were so thoroughly identified witlt slavery, that 
it was deemed uonecessary to demand from him any 
pledge of opposidon to the Wilmot proviso. Said the 
JiieKmolut Whig: — "Why ask pledges of him on the 
subject of slavery, when the fact that his whole eatats 
a of land and negroes, and that when they go, he 
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nuit Re ft beggar, fa the very rtrongcst pledge ha OonU 
p03«bly ^TB V 

The fruiknem and determiBation of the soathem Whigs 
left to their northern brethera the ahemBtive of umda^ 
-with them in rusing General Taylor to the Presidency, 
9r of reagning to their pcAtJcal oppooentB the faTors i^ 
bffldal patron^e. They ado|Med the former, sod Gene- 
ral Tsky]ot recnved the nominatioin of the party. 

The northern Democtats clumed a candidate selected 
from among themselTes. !%« ohum was allowed by their 
Bonthem Invtbren, «n condition of a satisfactory pledge 
Kgainst the Wilmoi prOvito. Four prominent northern 
Democrats entered ibe lists, to bid against each other for 
fite Totes of the ahveholders. General Cass's bid waa 
accepted, and he was duly nominated, having declared 
the jToriso unconstttutbnal. 

Notwithstanding the hostility of the South to the pro- 
viso, they anticipated the possibilct]' of bcAig compelled 
lo yield to the North, so far as to renew the Missouri 
compromise, and to consent to the exclusion of stsrery 
ttorth of 36° 30' — and here we find a solution of Hr. 
Polk's rejection of the cession proposed by Mexico. 
Oreat and valuable as was that cession, it was cbieSy 
wor^ of the ccHapromise line, leaving space for scarcely 
'more than two ikne States. The territory offered was 
^ot far enough south to secure the object of the war, and 
^Kwttfifiea were to be continued for conquests, tthw the 
0ttsoun nDe. 

Id August, 184?, negotiations were opened for peace, 
'and Ifr. Trial waa appcnnEed by the PreMdent to c<M]duct 
^em on fhe put of the United States. The Hesioaa 
^EfbiMi^tdtJnBrB were instructed to procure a stipotation, 
vy 4SiKh '' "Kb United States shall engage not U> permit 
slavery in that part of (be teiritoiy which they may ac- 
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quire by treaty." It is to be presumed that Mr. Trist 
was well acquunted with the vieirs of the Cabinet at 
Washington, on this subject. In an official despatch to 
the Secretary of State, of 4th September, 1847, he thus 
describes his conference with tiie UeiiiMii Commis^oners, 
on this point of iheir instnicUons : — " In the course of 
thcar remarks on this subject (excliuitm of slavery), I 
was told that, if it were proposed to the people of the 
United States to part with a portion of thdr territory, in 
ordet that the itrQUiarnoK shouM be Uierein established, 
the proposal could not eZcite stronger fecliogs of abhor- 
rence than those awakened in Mexico, by the prospect of 
the introduction of slarery m any territory parted with by 
her. 

" I concluded by assuring them that the bare mmlwn of 
the subject in any treaty to wWch the United States was 
a parly, was an absolute impossibility : that no President 
rf the United States would dare to present any such 
treaty to the Senate ; and that, if it were in their power to 
offer me the whole territory described in our project, in- 
creased ten-fold in value, and in addition to that, covered 
afoot thick all over teitk pure gold, upon the siholb con- 
DiTiOK THAT BLAVERT BHOTTLD BK axcLODED thereffom, I 
cenld not entertain the offer for a moment, nor Hunk even 
of cnamumcatang it to Wuhicgton." 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

VRWoarHT kxpkduktb fob TAciuTATtRO costfinam. 

General Sakta Anna had been one of the ablest and 
moat popular of the Mexican chieftains. A political 
revolntion had deprived him of power, and driven hiu 
into exile— and he had taken refuge in Havana. Shortly 
before the commencement of hoetilitiea, an officer of the 
United States navy ivas despatched to that ci^. The 
object of his misuon has not been ofGcially disclosed ; but 
it WAS asserted in the newspapers, and generally believed, 
that it was to confer vritJi the Mexican General. An 
Ameiican squadron, in imtieipaliim of the war, had for 
some time been stadoned off Vera Cmz, and the vtry da/jf 
wor KMM declared, " private aod confidential"* orders were 
sent to the commutder not to obstruct the return of 
Santa Anna to Mexico. The distinguished exile, it was 
well-known, had wrongs to resent ; and it was no doubt 
taken for granted, and perhaps expressly stipulated, thai; 
being indebted to Mr. Polk for the opportunity of wreak- 
ing his vengeance, he would foment an insurrection, kindle 
the flames of dvil war, recover his former power, and 
eierdse it in concluding a peace with the United States, 

• ■■ United Btetei Navy Departnunt, 
Mai I3<*, 18<S. 
" OMMMdmt.— If Santa Anna andeavors to enlar tb* UaiieaB 
ports, jon will allow him to pass frsely. 

" Bespeomillv voura, 

^QEOBOIS BASCSOTT." 
" Commodore Davib Coirmn, 
Conmandlng Bom* Sqaadroa." 
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by the cession of CaliforniB. He did return through 
favor of Mr. Polk's order,* and, as was ecpected, effected 
a revolttdon, and assumed the reins of Qovemmcnt ; and, 
hj bis wonderful ener^ and perseverance in bebatf of 
bis country, rebuked the artifice of the American Pren- 
dent. 

To [ud in fomenting the civil dissenuons wUch, it was 
hoped, Voidd result from Santa Anna's sudden appear- 
ance in Mexico, General Taylor, was required to distribute 
a proclamation prepared for him at Washington. In this 
strange document, the QeneisI is made to tell the 
Mexicans, " Tour Government is in the hands of tyrants 
and usurpers. They have abolished your State Oovem- 
ments ; they have overthrown your Federal ConatituUon ; 
tbey have deprived you of *tbe right of snSrage, destroyed 
the liberty of the press, despdied you of your arms, and 
reduced you to a state of absolute dependence upon the 
power of a military dictator. We come to obtain indem- 
mty for the paet, and security for the future. We come to 
overthrme the tyrants who have de»lToyed yow libertUt, but 
lee eome to make no tear upon the people of Mexico, nor 
upon any form of free Government they may choose for . 
themselves. It is our wish to see you libemled from 
despots, to drive back the lavage Camanehei, to prevent 
the renewal of their' assaults, and to compel them to rtetore 
to you from atptivily your long-loti wieet and children /" 
Not satined with forcing General Tajlor to distribute this 
mendacious proclamation as his own act, he was expressly 
instructed (9th July, 1646), to pursue a course of decdt 
and fraud. He was directed by the Secretaiy of War, 
" to take occa^ons to send ofBcersto the head -quarters of 
tJie enemy for the military purposes real or oetenubU 
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vhich are of ordbuy oceurrenee between MViies, aod in 
which opportunity may be taken to ipeak of the ww 
itself u only carried oa to obtain jnstioe, aad that we bad 
mnch tather procure that by negoUation. than by ^bt- 
iBg." Hue, we may observe, ia an awkward adnuasioo, 
that the war is not a defea»ive but an aggressive one. 
Again : " A discreet officer who uoderetandB Spanish, and 
who can be eraployed tn the intercourse so usual between 
armies, can be your etmjielential agmt cm such occauons, 
and can mask bia real under his oaUnmbU o^ffct <f 
a military inlertriea. You will readily comprehend 
that in a country so divided into races, classes, and 
parties as Mexico is, and with so many kwat divisions 
among individuals, there most be great room for operating 
on the minds and feelings of large portJona of the iohabtt- 
ants, and inducing them to wuk sueeeu to our inwuunt, 
which has no denre to injure th^ country, and which, in 
overthrowing their oppressors, may benefit themselvea. 
Between the Spaniards, who monopolize the wealth and 
power of the country, and the mixed Indian race who 
bear its burdens, there mnst be jealousy and animosity. 
The same feelings must exist between the tkt lower aod 
higher wdert of the dergy, Ae latter (rf whom have the 
dignides and revenues, while the former have poverty and 
labor. In all this field of din^n, in all these elements 
of sodal, political, personal and local discord, there must 
be openings to reach the interests, passions, or principles, 
of tomt of the parties, and therel^ conciliate their good 
wiU, and make them co-operators with us in bringing about 
an honorable and a speedy peace. The management of 
these ddieate mmiementt, are confided to your discretion." 

l^ere is do svidmce that Geneml Taylor ever engaged 
in these " delicate moremoils." He bravely fo«^ht th« 
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Mexicans ; bnt there k do reason to bdievs that he erer 
condescended to corrupt them. 

It was very true that Mr. Polk would mther aeqnii* 
tanitoiy by ■egottstioB than by fighting; and henoe 
it waa his um to disqualify the Mexicans from fighting, by 
promoting Ueaaon and rebellion ; and benee Taylor waa 
instructed to encourage tbe deparlmenii to declare tbem< 
adyea independent <rf liie central Goremmeat. Henoe 
also Commodore Sloat was instructed (June Bth, 1846), 
" to encoorage the people of that region (Califonria), to 
entor into relations of amity with our oountry." Henoe, 
fienenl Kearney, four daya a£lcr entenag Santa F^ 
infomed tlie inhabitants by proclamation (2Sd Augusti 
]646), that it was the " wish and intention of the Urdted 
fitataa, to pnoride for Mew Mexieo a free Ooverament, 
with the least possible dday, maiilu' to those m the Uiuted 
Slates." Ik mweover required those who Jiad in loyalty 
to their country ". Idt their homes, and taben arm* 
against the troops of the United States, t« return forth- 
with to ^ktem, or else they, will be considered as enemies 
$uA TKAnoaa, subjecting tbeir persons to punishment, and 
their property ts seiinre.and confiscation." Bat these 
Mexicana who were to be puaisbed as traitors for resbting 
the invaders of tbeir soil, owed the same allegianee to 
their Government, as the Qeneral did to his. To remove 
this difficulty, the Brigadier assumed the prerogative once 
exercised by the Papal See. "The undersigned," con- 
tinned the proclamation, " hereby absoltbs all persona 
residing witlun the boundary of New Mexico, from aU 
further allegiance to the Republic of Mexico, and hereby 
oLAiHs them as citizens of the United States." 

The absolutioB and tJie claim were of equal validity. 
The General had been instructed to establish a tempo- 
rary dril Government, " theran abolishing all ariitrary iw- 
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ttrictioM" and well knowing the ultimate purpose for wbieh 
faia conquest waa made, he ordained that the right of 
suffrage in Kew Mexico, should be exercised by " every 
free male,'' thus preparing the inhabituita for the arbitca- 
Tj Testiieliona of the peculiar inatitulion to be hereafter 
introduced. From Santa F6, this gentleman proceeded 
to California, and there again assumed the powen of the 
Boman Pontiff uid the American GoDgress. Addresdng 
the CalifOTnians in a proclamation of 1st March, 1847, he 
declares : " The underugned, by these presents, abboltxb 
bU the inhalntants of California, of any further alle^ance 
to the Bepnblic of Mexico, and regards them as crrizEira 
OP THE Untted Statbb." Not content witL wielding the 
attributes of ecclesiastical and civil sovereignty, he 
assumes those of a'prophet : " The stars and stripes now 
float over California ; and, as long as the sun shall shed 
his light, diey will continue to wave over ber, and over 
tiie natives of the country, and over those who aliaU seek 
a donicile in her bosom ; and under the protection of this 
flag, ^riculture must advance, and the arts and sdencee' 
will flonrish like seed in a fertile soil. Americans and 
Califomiaos, frwn hencefortli om r 
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CHAPTER,, XXTII, 

OOIII»U<Tr or AMKRtCAM OrFIOBBS IN HIZIOO. 

Wab, being always w^;ed for the immedute pnrpOM of 
inflicting miaeiy and death, neoessarily calls into action 
the malignant paasiona of onr nature, it is impossible 
that those ,who are coatririiig the rnin and death of theff 
Miemies, should exercise towards tiutu that love, and iand- 
Dess, and for^veness enjoined by Chmtianity. Hence tbe 
jirofeswon cX anas has a strong tendency to blunt the sen- 
■ibilitJeB of the sc^er, and to render him caOous to the 
Bofferings (tf his victim. Military ^ory, which is the prize 
that stimulates the ambition of the soldier, founded, as it 
is upon his brnTery, skill, and success in destroying his 
enemy, and totally disconnected from aQ reference to the 
juiUre of tbe cause in which his yictories are achieved— 
has necessarily an unhappy influence in perverting the 
noral sense. In these qu^ties which twine the laurel 
around the brows of the warrior, there is no one element 
(Amoral goodness ; nothing which has not been often ex- 
hibited by> the most depraved of mankind. It has been 
well said, that when the soldier has vigorously assaulted 
the enemy, when though repulsed be retnma to the c<ni- 
fliot, when being wounded he continues to brandish his 
sword till his grasp relaxes in death, and he &lls on the 
fleld "covered with glory," he has attained to the moral 
rank of a bull-dog. Hence the thirst for military fame, 
by diverting the mind from the contemplation and pursuit 
<A objects really virtuous, renders the soldier peculiarly 
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«zposed to the alluremente of vice. His ordinary life, 
moreover, is on various account* uoiavorable to the culti- 
vation of those benevolent and virtuous affections which 
adorn and bless society. Banished from the softening 
and hnmani^g inflaences of domeitjc asB04uations, exiled 
from wife and children, vnthout other occupations than 
the monotonous routine of Uia camp or the batnek, and 
with uo companions but such as are subjected to similar 
privations, b(^ his mind and fais heart are left wiAoat 
wholesome aliment It b true that the army has had its 
saints ; some good men have passed through its furnace 
without the smell of fire on their garments, but the at- 
tention excited by their wonderful delireraoce attests the 
greatnesa of the peril they escaped. 

The officers of an army are, with few exception*, far va- 
fmor in edncatiiMi and i«finement to the privates, and ars 
therefore rarely guilty of that vulgar nxtliveless ferointy 
which too often marks the conduct of the common kA- 
dier. Nevertheless, it would be unreasonable to expect, 
Hiat their education and refinement should generally shield 
their hearts &om the indnratiag influence of th«r pro- 
feantm. 

The foreg<»i)g remarks are, it is behered, founded on 
the acknowledged principles of human nature ; they tu« 
most abundantly verified by all military ^liatory ; and the 
wmduct to which we will now call the attention of tb« 
veader, proves that they are applicable to American, aa 
veil as to other armies. 

During the horrible bombardment of Vera Cmt, and 
after a day of indiscriminate slaughter of men, women, 
tlid <Mdra>, the French, Spanish, and Ei^llsh Consuls in 
the dty, addressed on the evening of the 24th March, 
1847, a joint note to General 8cott asking a suapensitm 
af hMtttties fin- a time "miflSoieiit to enable th«dr reapeo- 



t, Google 



KETUW or THS MEXICAN WAS. 903 

tiro ownpatriots to leare the pbM with their wodkb mi4 
children, aa well as the Mexican women and children." 
How hr the emergency of tb» case justified this applica- 
tion, may be learned from the report of the chief of th« 
artillery, made the same evening to the General — "We 
have been restrained from tiie want ttf shells fr<»n tbrow- 
kg mwe than ow «wry Jlnt nunvttt during the day ;" be 
adds that a fuU tuppiy would be sent to the battoies that 
night for the ensuing day. The next day the 26th, Gene- 
ral Scott sent to the ccxisuls a peremptory refusal of 
tLeir request — the neutrals might have left the plao6 
previous to the bombardment; and as to the Meiicaa 
women and children, his summixks to the city bad beM 
disregarded, and now no truce would he allowed apart 
from surrender. Some excuse for this stem denial rf 
mercy to foreigners, and to innocent women and cbildro), 
might have been found if the capture of the city would 
have been haaarded by the intermission for a few hours of 
the fiery deluge which was overwhelming it. But Scott 
well knew that he had it in his power to reduce the whole 
city to one mass of mine. So also, had a reinforcement 
of Mexicans been approocbmg, a motive would have exist- 
ed for compelling a surrender before their arrival ; bnt 
the bdeagnered dty had no hf^tes of reli^, and the pos^ 
tion and force of the American army precluded the poso- 
tnlity of succor. Scott's army, nKveover, were so safely 
ensconced in their enb«nchments, that he bad no leasOD 
to fear, that the boon that was asked would prove inju- 
rious to the assailants ; since in his operalions against the 
castle and dty, his total loss, out of 10,000 men, did not 
exceed sixty-five killed and wounded. Before replying 
to the Consuls, he wrote to the Secretary of War the same 
day, "ALL TBI BATTBRixe ARZ IN Awnn ACTtvnT thia 
morning. The efiect is no doubt very great, and I think 
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the atj csnnot hold out beyond to-day." Hence, by Iub 
oiro coofessioa, and by the &ct that the tatj did aurren- 
der on the 2Sth, the Blaugbter of women and children oc- 
ca^oed bj the awful activity of lus batteries during the 
whole of the SSth, there bang then a "full supply" d 
shells, was utteriy unneceaeaty. To the horrors of tUa 
bombardment we may advert hereafter, and at present 
only offer the following as a commentary on General 
Scott's refusal : " I heard a great many heart-rending 
tales which were told by the survivors with breaking 
hearts; but I have nather the mohnation nor the time 
to repeat them. One, however, I will name. A Frmeh 
fiunily were quietly seated in' their parlor the erening 
(night of the S6tb), previous to the hoisting the white fli^, 
when a shell from one v£ our mortars penetrated the 
building, and exploded in the room, kilUng the hotbib 
AND POint oHiLDBEir, and wounding the residue."* 

Truly, indeed, swl Sir Harry Smith, in a speech at a 
late mtUtory dinner in London, "It must be confessed, 
gentlemen, that ours ia a damnable profession." 

The refusal of Qeneral Taylor to secede to the request 
of the Mexican Ueneral for an armistice, before he knew 
tliat dther Qovemment bad recognized the war he had 
commenced, has been already mentioned. Dnriilg the 
attack on Monterey, the Governor sent a flag of truce to 
the General, stating that " thousands of victims who, from 
indigence and want, find themselves now in the theatre of 
war, and who would be uselessly sacrificed, claim the rights 
which, in all times and in all countries, humanity extends." 
He asked that orders might be given that families might 
be respected, or else that a reasonable time might be 
granted them to leave the city. The General refused to 
permit aay to leave the city ; and, however much we may 

* Lettar pnbliahod in the Alton jyUgraph. 
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lament Iiu deciaon, it mnEt be ockiKtwledged, that owiii^ 
to the drcuinstances in which he was placed, his refusal is 
Bot open to the same animadTernona as that of Soott. 

It is an impulse of our nature to regard Kenes of anf- 
feiing and of cruelty with averuon ; but war, by the im- 
portance it attaches to victory, renders Euch scenes sources 
of pleasure, when th«r subjects »m eneniies. General 
Lane, in his despatch (22d October, 1847), tbns describes 
his night attack upon AlUxco: "I ordered the artillery 
to be posted on a hill near the town, and orerlookiDg it, 
and open its fire. Now ensued one of the inott btautifui 
tiffhts amceivaMe. Every gan was served with the utmost 
rapidity, and the crash of d>e walls and the roo& of the 
houses when struck hy our shot uid shells, was nungled 
with the roar of our artillery. Th$ hriffkt liffkt of tA« 
taoon enabled ub to direct our shots to the most thickly 
populated part of the town." 

This beantiful scene, so gratifying to the tast« of Gene- 
ral Lane, was most horrible to the inhnbitante of this little 
town. The morning sun beheld, amid the ruined dwel- 
lings and encumbered streets, Ivio Kundrtd and nineteen 
mangled corpses, while three hundred of its men, women, 
and children, were suffering from wounds. " After 
searching the next morning," s&ji the General, with won- 
derful coolness, 'Vfor anns and ammunition, and dispoung 
of what was found, I commenced my return." As he 
makes no other allusion to the result of bis search, we in- 
fer he had no reason to be proud of the trophies acquired 
by Uiis beautiful moonlight massacre. 

Several of the general orders, issued by American offi- 
cers in Mexico, are palpably unjust, and eshilut a painful 
disregard for human life. Of this nature is the following 
given by Colonel Gates at Tampico,' Nov. 28, 1847 : " As 
the guerilleroa or armed enemies arc employed by orders 
18 
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- to rob all persona who may be engnged in tbe lawful pur- 
pose of trading with the inhabiumta of this town, instruc- 
tdons have been given to all officen of the United States 
army or navy within this departmoit, to take or kill every 
person of that character found so employed against th« 
peace of Uie community." Tampco was occupied by a 
detachment of the invading army. For Mexicans to sup- 
ply the place, while so occupied, with jmiTisiaiis and 
the necessaries of life, woold indeed be doing what Mr. 
Folk charged upon the Whigs, "giving aid and ocanfort to 
the enemy." The guerillas, or anned militm, had there- 
fore a perfect right by the laws of war to seize and ooor 
fiscate all supplies on their way to the enemy. It was 
doiiig no more titan was constaotty done by the Ameri- 
cans in the Bevolutdon, when tb^ cities were occuiHed by 
the invader. These " armed enemies" might indeed be 
lulled in battle ; but Colonel Qittes'a order has no refer- 
ence to figkUng. In Uie plenitude of his power, he gives 
every naval and military o£ieer the option of capturing or 
slaying any armed Mexicui who may be found attempting; 
to intercept anpphes for Tamfuco. 

Unhappily the conduct of Colonel Qates was sanctioned 
by high authority. The Commander-in-Chief, seated in 
the conquered Capital of tbe Republic, issued an order on 
the 12lh December, 1847, which adds^o honor to bia 
character as a man or a soldier. The baggage truns of 
the army had often been attacked by guerillas, in the long 
route between Vera Cruz and the dty of Mexico, aad 
the General now attempted to keep open his communica- 
tion with Vera Cruz, from which place alone be could 
receive ammniution, &c., by a system of severity towards 
those wbo had scarcely any other method left of annoying 
the invadara. The preamble to his order betrays not only 
his object, but bis consciousness that some apology was 
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needed for bis euiguinary decree. " The highways used, 
or about to be used b; the American troops, being still 
infested in many parts by those atrocious bands called 
gnerillaa and rancheroB who, under iiutruetion* from the 
latt Mesdean authorilie*, continue to violate every rule of 
war&re obserYod by civilized nations, it has become neces- 
sary to announce to all, the views and instmotiona of 
General Head Quarters on the subject." We are then 
informed, " No quarter will be given to known murderera 
or robbera, wbellier guerillas or noeheros, and whether 
serving under Mexican comnuseions or not" Offenders of 
tins cbatactw "accidentally faUii^ into the hands of Ame> 
rican troops, will bo mometttarUj/ held as prisottera, that 
ie. not put to death without due solemnity." TUa due 
■olenuuty is to be the sentence of three or more offieeis 
who are to sentence to death or laches, on proof that the 
prisoner bdooged to any gang of murderers or robbers, 
ot bad murdered or robbed any one belonging to or fol- 
lowing the American army. By murder, is here obviously 
meuit, IdlUng say of the guard accompanying a baggage 
trwi, a3ii by robbery, carrying away any property belong- 
to the enemies of Mexico. 

The rigor displayed in these orders by " General Head 
Quarters" was far surpassed by one of his subalterns. 
Colonel Hughes, civil and military Oovemor of Jalapa, on 
the lOth December, 1847, issued the following order, vis; 
" All persons, who may in any way atlanpt to prevent 
supplies from reachii^ this port, will be sent to a military 
Commieuon for trial, and if convicted of that offtnee, will 
be SHOT." Here we find a oaiHtal offence which xa not 
alleged to be either robbery or murder. Any Mexicui, 
priest or layman, who by peraoauon or force, or in any 
. other way, attempts to prevent his countrymen from com- 
autting the ciime <J goiaahing supplies to 1^ enemy, la (o 
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be SHOT— to be put to desth in cool blood by AmeiicaB 
sol<iiets, at t^e command of tm AmericaD officer ! We 
greatly doubt whether the hbtory of modem warfore re- 
cords an order so utterly at variance with the plainest dic- 
tates of patriotism, justice, and humanity. 

We now tnm to another melancholy but fofdble illus- 
tratkm of the remarfcB in the commencement of this chap- 
ter. A larg« number of Irish emignnis to the United 
8tat«s bore arms in the invading army. These men were, 
of eooTse, mere mercenaries. They fought, as others of 
their countrymen have labor«d on our canals and rail- 
roads, for money. They knew and cared nothing about 
ttte clainta of " our much-injured citizens," nor did tb^ 
b<oable themselves about " our western boundary." Oa 
reaching Mexico, they discovered that they hod been hired 
by heretics to slaughter brethren of their own church. 
The Uezicans, moreover, published appeals addressed 
direetJy to thrir consciences, in which was set forth, in 
strong language, the sin they were committing in fighting 
-agunst men who bad never injured them, and who were 
united with them in a common faith ; and liberal oSera 
were made of land and money, if they would abandiMi the 
American standard. A portion of the emigrants accepted 
the invitation ; and it is reasonable to suppose that they 
were influenced both by religious and by pecuniary mo- 
tives. Upwards of fifty of tiiese men were token prisoners 
in battle. They had anquesti<»ably committed a crime ia 
violating their pledged faith, and by the ordinary rules of 
war, wore juaUy Uable to punishment. A few of these 
men escaped death on account of seme technical objec- 
tions, and a few others on account of some nnspedfied 
mitigating circumstances ; but a general order of the 22d 
of September, 184?, contained the appalling announo«- 
meat : " After avery effort of the G«neral^-CIuef to save. 
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l^ judicious discrimination, as maay of these miserable con- 
victs as possible, pifti of them have paid for their trea- 
chery hy an ignominious death upon the gallows." 

We have here a most extraordinary oonfessioD. The 
Commander of a victorious army acbiowledges his inaUlity 
to rescue from death one of these fifty men. Instances 
have occtiired of whole re^menta gcang over to the enemy 
on the field of battle. In such a case wonld General Scott 
feel himself comtrained to bong a thousand men, if ag^n in 
his power ? Was be ignotant, that where brge numbers 
had rendered themselves amenable to punishment, where 
policy demanded an example, and where humanity forbade 
a general slaughter, others had resorted to decimatioD and 
the lot ? The death of five or ten of these men, and the 
corporal punishment of the rest, would have answered the 
Btemest demands of military policy. It seems that the 
ezecnlioD of thirty out of the fifty was intrusted to a 
Colonel Harney. According to the newspapers, be had 
tLem brought out with halters around their necks, and 
arranged them under one common gibbet in sight of 
the Mexican fortress of Chepultepec, which the American 
troops were about to storm. He then told them that they 
^ould Uve till they saw the Americui Bag r^sed upoD 
the battlements. The fortress was carried, the flag at 
last appeared, and the doomed men expired. This act of 
Harney's has been characterized by a fi^'eign writer, as " a 
refinement of cruelty, and a fiendish prolongation at once 
of the ecstaaes of revenge and the agonies of despur." 

Desertion is a crime which, in miUtaiy ethics, it is law- 
ful for each party to encour^e and reward in the other, 
but to denounce as atrocious, and to punish with death, 
when committed against itself. Oeneral Scott, in his 
ordera, spoke of the Irish deserters as " deluded wretchea 
— nuserable convicts." Says, the correspondent, of the 
18" 
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iPiw Orhani Pieayum, "The clergy of Sail Angel 
pleaded bard to save the lives of these men, but in vaiit. 
Oener^ Twiggs told tbem that to Ampudia, Arista, sod 
Banta Anna did these men owe their deaths, for the^ 
stooped to the low busiQess of soHcitiDg deswtioa frcnn 
onr ranks, aod had succeeded in sedudng itom datj and 
sllegianee the poor wretches who iiad to pay bo deariy 
for their crimes." This was in September. On the 13Ui 
of the next month, we have an offidal despatch to Oenenil 
Scott, from Colonel Childs, dated at Puebia, in which he 
says, " 1 should be unjust to myself, and the Spt Coh> 
PANT under Captain Pedro Aria, if I did not call thf 
attention of the Oenaral-in- Chief to their invaluable aer- 
vices. From them I received the most accurate informa- 
lion of the movements of the enemy, uid the designs of 
Uie citizens ; through them I was enaUed to appieheod 
•eveml officers and citizens in -their nightly meedngs, to 
consammat« their plans for raising the populace. The 
Spy Company ^u^iJ (/ailantly, and are now so compro- 
nised, that they must leave the country when our anay 
relires." Says the Ifea Orkaat Pieat/une, " The Mexi- 
can Spy Company b described as a rougb-looldng set of 
men. They fight with ropes abont their net^, as the 
saying is, and therefore they fight gallantly. We under- 
stand that we have altogether about 450 of this descrip- 
tion of men in our pay." Thus it appears, we had in onr 
army a corps of Mexican soaundrels-~and, as tbe news- 
papers state, organized and taken into pay by order (^ 
General Scott himself. These men joined the invaders of 
their native land — betrayed thdr fellow-citizens into the 
hands of a foreign enemy — went with that enemy into the 
battle, and gallantly uded them in slaughteiit^ th«r 
nmghboTs and countrymen, and all this for pay ! " They 
fight with ropes about thar necks." Should any of them 
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be befoftftor Buspended by those ropes, may they not 
be told that they owe their death to the Qeneral, wbo 
" stooped to the low buunesa of seducing them from doty 
and allegiance V Fifty Irish deserters are bulged as 
nnsnsble convicts; but a gang of 450 Mexican spies, 
traitors, and murderers, are recommended by an Americsn 
Ccdonel to the attention d the Commander-in-Chief, for 
tiieir " iDvaliiable services." Bnch are the honor and mo- 
nbty of war. 

In May, 1848, during the armistice, and while negoti- 
ations, for peace were pending, a party of American 
officers and soldiers, ten in number, were arrested for 
the crime of burglary and mui'der, committed in the city 
of Mexico. It was probably owing to the peculiarly dis- 
graceful character of the outrage, and its perpetration 
during a suspension of hostilities, that it was deemed ex- 
pedient to institute a judicial inquiry. Four hentenants, 
two corporals, and one private were tried and convicted 
by a court-martial, and sentenced to be bung. A fifth 
officer " belonging to one of the old infantry regiments," 
is said to have been implicated in the a£^, but he eluded 
arrest On the concluuon of the peace, all the culprits 
were pardoned by the commanding officerj and set at 
liberty. It is not surprising that so large aa assembly of 
men as an army, should include some thieves and murder- 
ere. This case b important only because, with multitudes 
of others, it tends to dispel the popular illuuon, that there 
is some mysterious undefined connection between gallantry 
and honor, and that a brave soldier must be both honest 
and merciful. One of these four officers was, it seems, a 
graduate of the West Point military academy ; and of 
another, a newspaper says, " It is a fact worthy of notice, 
that lieutenant Hare was one of the most valiant spirits 
of the army, during ' the battles of the valley,' and that 
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on acconnt of his nnconqaerable conr^^, he wu selected 
by the commandiog officer to command one of the ' forlorn 
hopes,' at the stonuing (^ the Castle of Chapultepec. 
He was allowed to select fifteen men to accompany hun. 
and out of these fifteen, only five escaped the deadly fire 
of the enemy ; and the Lieutenant eondncted himself 
throughout with the utmost oodness and high-toned 
courage." And yet his brother-officers who composed the 
court-martial, adjudged him to be a thief and a mnr- 
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CHAPTER SXTIII. . 

IHIt AMKRtCAK ARUY IX UEXICO. 

Thx remaib alrendy made respecting the general im- 
moral tendency of the tnilitary profession, are of oonrse 
more peculiarly applicable to the rank and file of an 
army. A prudent, intelligent; industrious, pious recruit 
is a prodigy. The great mass of all armies, it is well 
known, b collected from the ignorant, reckless, and 
vicious. When such men are brought into close contact 
with each other, and at the same time removed from the 
restraining Influences of domestic life and social observa- 
tion, their vicious propensiUea are of course strengthened 
by mutual example and countenance. Discipline may 
prevent the commission of some gross crimes, but can in 
no degree improve, or even goard the moral character. 

If it be, indeed, true, that the profession of a soldier is 
peculiarly hazardous to his well-being, expowng htm and 
those within his influence, to crime in this world, and to 
misery in the next, we discover a new item of the awful 
respondbility which rests upon those who involre their 
country in war. In onr contest with Mexico, 80,000 or 
more Americans, and probably three times as many Mexi' 
cans, have been exposed to the moral and physical injn- 
ries of military service. Could we follow the survivors 
on th&T return to thrar homes, what a mass of wretched- 
ness should we discover, caused by the habits they had 
acquired, and the moral contanunation of their example. 
All experience bears witness to the fidelity of the pietura 
dnwn long unc«> of the dischai^^ed reendt, who 
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" His tbrM ye&ni of herosliip eipired. 

RetuTDa iDdignant to the Blighted ploagh. 
He bates the Gelil in irhich no fife or drum 
Attends him ; — driree his cattle to a march. 
And sighs for the Bma.rl ootntades he hu left. 
'Twere well, if hig external change were all ; 
But irith Me cluma; port, the wreteh has loat 
Hia ignorsnoc and harmless mauDers too. 
To owear, to game, to diink, to show at hem* 
B7 leirdneas, idlenew, aod Babbath'breaeh, 
The great proflciencj he has made abroad : 
To aatoniih and to grieve tua gating friends j 
T} hreal some maiden'e and hie mother's heart— 
To be a peat, where he wm QHefUI once. 
Are hig sole aim, and all his glory now." 

There it little reasoa for believing tbat American 
soldiers are mora or less addicted than others to vice 
uid outrage. The conduct of the soldier is governed 
more hj discipline than hj national character. A large 
portion of the American force in Me^co consisted of a 
class improperly called vtdmHeen, since, where there is no 
conscription, every enlistment is voluntary. These volun- 
teers, being enlisted for a short period, and being permit- 
ted to choose their officers, their discipline was probably 
ksB perfect than ibttt of the regular army ; and hence it 
is, that the journals of the day have teemed with accounts 
of their atrooitiea. 

- Of the 50,000 vdunteera called into service, none per- 
haps have afforded a more instructive commentary on 
nulitary patiioUsm and mor&Bty than the Masbachubkttb 
BcaimitT. TlwM men belonged to a State surpassed by 
ilOBe iot tke intelligenee, indnstry, and orderly depoii- 
mest of ita etiizflas. Tlu^ liad, moreover, respond^ to 
t^ official aAuranee of the Odventor of tlie State, that tt 
was the dielMe «f patiiMim aaA hnnwnity to tare Mood 
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and money by rolonteeriDg to shoot Mexicans.* Fttsstag 
by, therefore, the conduct of voluoteers from other StateB, 
we shall confine our notice to these reputed descendonU 
of tht) Puritans.f Although nothing has been heard of 
thdr martial achievements, a few extracts from the jour- 
nals of the day will prove that they have attracted a 
large share (^ the public attention. 

" For some days past, a strife hits existed between s 
portjon of the officers of the Massachubstis Bbqiment 
on the one side, and nearly all the privates on the other. 
That eternal disturber of order, John Barleycorn, ' stirred 
up the muss.' The officers alleged that the privates 
drank to intoxication, became disorderly and unfit for 
duty ; and to put a stop to the evil, they advised clo^ng 
the coffee-houses. The privates, on the other hand, say 
they drank to no greater excess than did the officers in 
quesUon. The war thus commenced waged fiercely with 
various success. At one time, we thought the men de- 
feated, from the number of prisoners we saw marched 
off; but they managed to escape, and in turn swung up 
the leader of their enemies as high as Haman — i. t., his 
effigy. The guards were dismissed from the poetem, tha 
defences put up to keep out the Mexicans levelled to the 
earth. Mid the deuce played generally." — S^lamortu Flag. 

"MaJM- Abbott, by sundry actA, has made himieU 

■ * " ■WTidWvor," sajB tii« ProolMnation calling for volunteers, 
" maj be the diSerentie of op InioD -aa U) the origin or Deoeasltj 
- of the w>r, the coDstitatioDttl authorities of the country have 
declared that war with a foreign eoantr; does eiiat. It is alike 
the diccate of pathiotuk and huhakiti, that ever; maans 
ioDorable to ouraelyea and jngt to onr Bnoraj should he emploj- 
ed to brinif said war to a speedy and Bncoeaaful ternuBalion, 
and thus abhreviate its CBlanniut aid sam lAtiacnJf'eo/latvian li/s 
md Hi tetating nf pvHic treasures. " The best eonioent we 
canniakoon theiogw and moroiayof this gnbernatorlal rflcftiiB 
is to exhibit the charaoter of the men who obayed liw diktis. »} 
jiatrioliim and hTimamt^, as ofBcially explained 

t The author dcema it Just to sa;, that he baa heai^ '* anarl- 
•d that m&fiy of these vdliinteer« were foreinfrieTS. 
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odious among the AmericanB in this place. Tlie]' lioot 
him whenever he pasaes them, and last night tbe^ went 
BO far fis to hang him in effigy. He had three privates 
wliipped last mght.'' — Letter from Metamoras, N. 0. Bee. 

" Escaped. — The MAssACHUBKTra Volunteer, who 
some week or two since stabbed to death with a bayonet 
the partner of Mr. Sincldr of oar city, because he refused 
to ^ve him what he had not — a glass of intoxicating fliud 
— escaped from the guard-house a few nights since. It 
is thought the sentinels on duty permitted him to escape." 
— Metamorat Flag. 

Another^ paper mentions that three MAssioHnsBTTS 
YoLUNTBEne had deserted, and a fourth had been march- 
ed Uirough the streets of Metamoras encased in a whis^ 
cask with the word " drunkard" written on it 

The New Orleans Delta announces the arrival at that 
dty of " a select lot of murderers, thieves, and villuns of 
every dye," sent home by order of General Taylor, includ- 
ing " three MAasACHUSBTTS Voluntbkbs." 

"Another Manly Act. — On Wednesday evening last, 
after lughtfall, several Massachusetts Tolcntebrs enter- 
ed Uie dwelling of a Mexican near the Upper Plaza, and 
demanded whisky. A female who officiated remarked 
that she kept nothing but beer. Aft«r some remonstnnee, 
one of the gentlemen drew a bayonet, which he wore in 
his belt, and stabbed the woman to the heart." — JVefo- 
morat Flag. 

It appears from the report, of the Secretary of War,* 
that the deserters from this regiment, up to Slat Dec-t 
1847, numbered 105. 

" Hwul Qoartsra, Vera Cmi, 16th OotobeF, ISW. 

" The following named men (tixttf-Jivt in nninber) of 

1st Regiment Massadhitbetts Infantry, being incorrigibly 

• Ss. Doc, lit BCH., 80th Cong., No. 62, p. 72. 
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mutinous and insubordinate, will of conise prove cowardt 
in the hour of danger, and they cannot of coorae be per- 
mitted to march with the column of the army, Hey an 
disarmed and detached from the Regiment, and irill re- 
port to Brevet Major Bachus, for such duty in the Caatls 
of San Juan De UUoa, as may be performed by soldieis 
who are found unworthy to cany arma, and are a dia- 
grace and a nuieanoe to the anny. 

" By order of Brig. Gen. Cdbhiiio." 

The following notices of theoe men, on thor return, are 
taken from the periodicals of the day. A Boston paper 
says : " More than ont-third of these, though ntvtr tn a 
hattU, were dead or misung before their return." The 
Editor of the Bu&lo Convmereial Advertuer, through 
which city they passed, says : " We spent some hours in 
conversation with these poor fellows, endeavning to un- 
derstand -the meaning of such overwhelmii^ squalor, 
want, and misery ; for we do not exaggerate when we 
say, that we never'beheld ite parallel except at the Irish 
emigrant sheds in Canada last summer. The condition of 
these poor creatures was outrageoiisly offanuve to every 
human sense, as w>ir phyucal as moral." Another editor, 
after th^r arnval in Boston, remarked : " A more pilaaUe 
set of human beings we scarcely ever saw — with nnshavai 
beards, unshorn hair, ragged and dirty clothes of aU 
■hapes, fashions, colors, and conditions, pale and sunken 
faces, and a careless, unambitious sannler. They were 
truly objects of pity." A Boston editor, after viudng 
their quarters, exclaiois: "We must confess that the 
condition of the men touch ua with astonishment ; it waa 
wretched beyond condition. Rags and dirt ware to be 
seen in abnndance. Scarcely a man had a whole ^ of 
pantaloons on, and none a second shirt, \nthoot ai^ 
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rit^bee to the soldiers, we must candidly confess, they u* 
tSit fit to lie seen in tie streets of Boston." 

To form a comprehenave view of the evils of war, and 
S( the tremendous responsibflity of those who commence 
% we must conader its varions and complicated assaults 
^ipon buttian happiness and virtue. The miseries we have 
faflicfed »p6n Meiaco will fonn the subject of a future 
chapter. We will now advert to the retribnUve justice 
thus far meted 6ut to the Immediate agents by whom 
those miseries bave been inflicted. 

' The groaiiB of tbe donqnerora themselves are usually 
'drowned in the shonte of victory, and the glare of tin 
BhimiiftQoii fnb to reveal tbe honon <it tbe battle-field, 
or the more prolonged agonies of the hospital. E^hfy 
thousand American soldiers, abandoning the comforts of 
bome and the pursilits of ordinary life, have been snb- 
-jected to all the privations, sufferings, and evil inflnencea 
.(^ military service in a fordgn land. When we recdlect 
&eir long marcbes, some of tbem of a thousand miles 
under a btirmng sun, and not onfrequently exposed to tbe 
deadly vomito, we may no^ily believe tbat many lives 
lUiTe been lost tbrou^ disease and casualties as well aa 
■in batde. Owing to the imbecility ud igncffance of tbe 
IfezicanB, the American lott m the JUld has been aalon* 
fahiDgly small, not exceeding 6000 in killed anA. wounded 
• in twenty-eight battles, as appears from offiual reports. 
^Stit who can count the number who have died in military 
' lioflpitalB, and of others who, worn down by disease and 
'. vice, have found a premature grave in tb^ own country ? 
^ fVoin very partial reports from some of our military boa- 
^ jdlds In Mexico, it appears that the deaths exceed those 
■ ih«t ocdufred on the field of battk. 
- - 'A Sew Orleans paper, noticing the return of the Tea* 
"M rtft ft^pnsttt to that mty, remarks : " Just one year 
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^o there passed throi^h our streets as noble mnd splen- 
did a body of men as ever went forth tn battle. Thef 
were about nine hnodred strong. On FHday last, the 
whole of this gallant regiment arrived in our city. It 
numbers yast three hundred and fifty — about one-third 
the force with which it left ; and this loss it has sustained 
lb a twelve months' campaign ! It has lost on an aTei^[« 
fifty men a-month." 

Of the 8ec«Hid R^nknent of MisstSBippi Itifles, one hun- 
dred and sizty-Beven died of disease. Said Hr. HndsoB 
in Congress : " Our late associate. Colonel B^er, dechu«d 
in his speech on -this floor, that erf his regiment about one 
hundred had left their bones in the Valley of the Bio 
Gtande, and that about two hundred more, worn down 
by hardships, and emaciated by disease, bad beoi die- 
miased to perish by the way, or to find tJieir graves with 
their friends at home ; that all this mortaHty had talien 
place in about mr months, and tliat this foment had 
never seen the foe. He also informed us, that what ma 
bue of his r^ment was generally tme of other re^mcAite 
v& Toliint«eTe. We are informed by ll>e answer of tho 
Adjutant-General to a resolution of this House, that in a 
period of from axty to ninety days after the T<dunteoa 
had JMued the army in the field, thcte nambers were re< 
duced by disease six handred and thitty-seren, and by 
discharges, in consequence of sickness and disalnli^, be- 
twe«i fwo <a»d ikrte fftmumtd. This estimate d(Ms vot 
include die dek wiuch remain with iSaa atmy.'** 

" I call the attention of this body and of the eotmtiy to 
the immense sacrifice of human hfe now making to cany 
on this war. The facial doemaents beEwe ns show that 
twenty-three thounnd nine hundr«d Wtd nitaaUr-eigfat 
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officers and men entered the service during the firet 
Mght months of this war ; that fifteen liousand four hun- 
dt«d and eighty-six remiuned in service at the close of 
that time; that three hundred and thirty-one had de- 
serted ; that two thousand two hundred and two had 
been discharged, leaving fivb THOCSANn hibb bdndrkd 
ABD KiNBTBEB unaccounted for."* 

The Rev. Mr. McCwty, a chaplwn in the army, wrote 
from the dty of Mexico : " I have now in the regular 
army eleven hospitals to viwt, with one in the Quarter- 
master's department, wluch requires a great deal of my 
time. The number on the wck report in this dty exceeds 
three tluMtartd men !" " We all know," smd Mr. R. John- 
son in the Senate, " that at the commencement of the last 
Sesaon of Congress, there were actually buried on the 
banks of the Bio Grande, of those who had died of 
disease, twenty-five hundred men."t Col. Childs, in lus 
rffidal report, 13th Oct., 1847, stotes that on taking com- 
mand of Puebla, the hospitals were "filled ^th 1,800 
sick." A New Orleans paper, notidng the return of the 
8d and 4th Tennessee raiments, says that they lost 300 
by death, although neither re^^ent had been in action. 
The same paper declares, that of 410 men compoeing the 
Oeorg^ battalion, 220 died in Mexico- 

We coul^ fill sheets with extracts from the public jour- 
nals, giving mournful details of the ravages of disease in 
our Mexican army. Let tlie following, from a southern 
paper, and an advocate for the war, sufBce. " At Perote 
there were 3,000 American graves, all victims of disease, 
and at the dty of Mexico the deaths were most of the 
time 1,000 ft-moolh. The first regimtat that went out 
trrna Misnaaippi buried ISS men on the banks of ths Bio 
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SnuKl« before it went into battle, and finally brought back 
less tban half of its number. Two laments from Penn- 
aylvaoia went out 1,800 strong, and came home with 
about SCO. Two regiments from Tennessee without be- 
ing in any battle, lost 300 men. Capt. Haylor, of Penn- 
syWaoia, took down a company of 104 men, and brought 
back 17. He Vent into the battle of Contreras with 33, 
and came out <A it with 19. But the moat frightfol in- 
stance of mortality was in the Georgia battalion. It went 
to Mexico 410 strong ; about 230 aclnaUy died ; a large 
number were i^hatged with mined constitutions, many 
of them donbUess gone long since to th^ graves, and 
Ihus the battalion was reduced to 34 men fit for duty ! 
On one parade when a certun company, once mustering 
more than 100 men, was called, the call was answered by 
a single private, its only living representauve. From oEB- 
cers of many other regiments we have received detdls 
very umilar to the above, which may be taken as a pretty 
fiiir average of the losses in the volunteer rei^ments — the 
r^tilars did not sufier to the same extent." 

Ur. Clav in a public speech, estimated the loss of our 
countrymen in tbe first eighteen months of the war as 
equal to ime half the whole loss sustuned in our seven 
yean' revolutionary stru^le I 

Mr. Calhoun declared oa the floor of Congress that 
the mortality of our troops could not be leaa than twenty 
per cent. 

If then we estimate the total mortality of our troops 
including those slain and such as afterwards died of their 
wounds, and those who have expired in Uenco and at 
home of diseases contracted in camp, at twebtt thou- 
sand, we shall be in little danger of exaggerating the 
amount. If we next turn our regards to the wives and 
children and relatives of these twenty thonsand, we find 
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B still ezpandhig iqnltitnde vpcn whom tha war ha» 
brought lamentation and woe. 

Once more follow in imagiiiatioa the BurriTors, oa thttr 
return home. Mark the genninatjng seeds of moral and 
physical disease implanted hy war in their constitutioiu^ 
and about to bear Utt«r and. deadly fruits. 

In that approaching day when the Judge of quick and 
dead shall mslie inquisition for blood, thcae who have kin- 
dled the flames of war, will be colled to justify the num- 
berleea and immeasurable evila both apiritnal and tempo- 
ral they have inflicted upon their fellow-men, upon their 
enemies as w^ as upon their own eountiymem. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

flOmUHQH INFUOTBD OK KBUOO BT 19X WiM, 

Thb extreme feebleness of Menco, tuisiiig &om the igno< 
ranee and superstilion of her inhabitants, w&s aggravated 
by the Tut extent of her territoiies. This gnai extent, ' 
by rendeiiag it difficult to coUeet a formidable force at 
any extreme ptxat, rendered her whde frontier accessible 
to the invader. In about four months after the com- 
mencement of hostilities northern Mexico, from Tampico 
on the Atlantic to St Diego on the Pacific, was a con- 
quered country. 

The amallness of the forces by which the various con- 
quests were effected, attests the bdplessness of the Meii- 
eooB, aad the vigor of their enenues. In a little more 
than twdve months, the American standard waved over 
ths &mous castle of Vera Crus, and the capital of the 
Hepublio was garrisoaed by American troops. From 
that capita a corps <rf one thousand men could probably 
have traversed the BepnUie in every direction, tbrongh a 
hostile, but almost unresisting population. After the cap- 
tare of Thornton's party, which General Taylor announced 
as the commeacement of hostilities, not a battle, not a 
sldrmish occarred in which the Mexicans were not de- 
feated, no matter how vsst their superiority in numbers. 
The ancient promise, " ten shall chase a thousand," seem- 
ed to be verified in the marvellous success of the Ameri- 
can arms.* In ordinary cases, on invading atrny ii neoes- 

' In the iMttle of Brailto, the Amariean force under Cel. 
Doniphaa wis lew Chsa fire haadred ; that of the caemj', UOD 
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sarily confined to a narrow tmck, and is restrained b^ fear 
<^ the enemj' from dividing itseH into detachments. But 
the unhappy Mexicans found the invaders spreading them- 
selves over the country in every direction, and small par- 
ties taking possession of populous towns. We may easilj 
imagine the innumerable and horrible insults and excesses 
endured by the Mexicans, from a victoriouB and scornful 
enemy, consdous alike of his power and hU impunity, and 
far removed from the reatrdnt, however feeble, of pubhc 
opinion. 

Unawai^ of the ynat superiority of their enemy in all 
the dread machinery of war, the Mexicans unhappily ha- 
zarded the bombardment of Vera Cruz. Three thousand 
sheik, each weighing ninety pounds were, it is said, thrown 
into that devoted dty, be»des about the snme nuraher of 
round abot. For more than three days did this honible 
tempest beat upon Ten Cruz. "The darkness of the 
night was illuminated with the bladng shells circling 
through the air. The roar of artillery, and the heavy fall 
of descending shot, were heard through the streets <^ the 



woauded; tbfl Mcx 
killed and wounded. 

The reaalt of the battle of fiMsramento is thus deaoribed in an 
i^cial report ; " The firat shadoirs east bv the moon, ronud the 
American army eamped upon the battle-Beld. after haTing in a 
coDtMt of four hoara annihilated a force lix times their Damber. 
wid driveD the aitnij from four poaitiong of great natural 
strength, fortifisd b^ thirty-six forta and redoubts, having 
taken four times their strei^h in artillerj, the whole trans- 
portaUon, food, and ammunition of the Meiioaiu, and performed 
a maroh of twent; mile« without water." Col. Doniphan tells 
us,." The field was literally covered with the dead ana wounded 
from oar artillery, sad [he unerring lire of our riflemen. Nigbt 
pat a stop U) the earnage." The Afeiicamt had nineteen pieces 
of cannon, and were sheltered by forls and redoubts, while the 
Anerioans advanced to the attack on an open plain. The vic- 
tors, in a fight of fbur hours, had one uian killed, and eight 
wminded. Triumphs over nicA enemies, afford little canse ibr 
niUtai'7 foide. 
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besieged cily. The nrnfa of buadiogs were on fire, tb» ■ 
doinea of churches reverberated with fearful explo- 
sioiis." 

This splendid scene, and the consequences Bccompaoy- 
ing it, muet have been viewed with high satiafactioD, hj 
" The foe to sU happioeBa hamut." 

An ofScer of the navy, in an account written a few days 
after, says : " The bomhardment lasted three days and a 
half. The raty was greatJy injured, the shells and ronnd 
shot etrildng all over the town. One part near a amaU 
battery was utterly destroyed ; and from the stench in tbe 
neigbborhood, it is to be fesr«d that the bodies <rf rerj 
many poor women and children, are buried in the ruins. 
I was in the GoTemor'B palace, a very fine bnilding, 
occupying one side of the Plan, and was looking into a 
very handsome room vhae tt was evident a shell bad 
atmok, when a MexicAn gentleman came up and offered to 
show me over the house. I followed him, and directly wa 
came to wfaat had evidently been a superb room, but tiien 
almost entirely torn to pieces. He pointed to a place 
beade the door which was blown oat — " there," said he, 
" sat a lady and her two children, they were killed by the 
shell which has wrought the injury you see." 

Another of&ccr says, that durmg the bombardment, 
"many of our officers at night crawled up close to the 
walls to hear, and repres^ted the screeching, crying, and 
lament of the women and children, and wounded, as 
being dreadfid." 

A victor, immediately after the surrender, tells us : " A 
shell struck the Charity Hospital where the uck inmatea 
were lying, and killed twenty-three." Saya Mr. Kendall, 
an eye-witness : " The city, or at least the northern part 
of it, has been torn all to piecps — the deatruotioc p 
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dreidfol. It is imposmble b> g^ at the toss of the Uexi- 
cans by the bombardment; yet it is cert^o that women, 
children, and tiaa-comiatanti, have suffered the most. 
The National Palace aa the Plaza, had five shells burst 
vitbin it ; one of which, killed a woman and two children 
lying agle<ep in the kitchen." 

"I rode to the town," says another writer, " to see 
what effect oar shells had on it. I was prepared to see 
naoh destrnotion, but was perfectly amazed. 1!^% town 
is on its son th -westerly side almost destroyed. The 
dtixens of Yen Cruz say, the bombs did tbe most 
iajnry. They would foil on the houses, their w«gbt 
carrying them from roof to cellar, and then bnret, opening 
the houses from top to bottom, and killing all within." 

Mr. Hine, thus describes his visit, the day of the snr- 
ivoAet. " ScATcely a hnnse did I pass, that did not show 
■ome great rent made by the bursting oi our bomb-shella. 
During my peregrinations, I came to a Ictfty and noble 
mansion in which a terrible bomb had exploded, and laid 
the whole front of the house in ruins. While I waa exam- 
ining the awfnl havoc created, a beautiful ^1 fX some 
seventeen came to the door, and invited me into the 
house. She p<anted to ttie funuture of the manuon ton 
into fn^ments, and the piles of rubbish lying around, and 
informed me, while her beautiful eyes filled with tears, 
that the bomb had destroyed her father, mothfer, fyrothar, 
und two tittle tuteri, and that she was now left in the 
world alone ! 

"During the afternoon, I visited the hospital. Here 
1^ upop truckle-beds, the mangled creatures who had 
been woundM dnring the bombardment. In one comer 
was a poor deocepfd, bed-ridden woman, her head white 
wili the sorrows of seventy years. One of her witltered 
arms had been blown off by a fragment of a shell. Id 
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■nother place might be seen mangled craatarea of botii 
aezea, Isnised and disfigured by the falling of (he htwaes, 
and the bm^ting of sheUs. . On the stone floor lay a httk 
child in a complete Btate of nudity, with one of iu poor 
1^ cut off just above the knee 1 Not eron thisabodc of 
vretehedneaa had been exempted foom the aeeoned 
aoourge at war. A borab had daaeended tiuroogh the 
root, and, after Ituuling on thk floor, exploded, i 
aome twenty abeady manglwd wietehai, to the " ' 
knows no waking.' " 

The following it an extract Sna a Mackan 
written amid the ridna of the oLj. " The laiiwj. k 
aeeordasee with hia ohaneter. aeleoted a barbatOM mode 
of aisaBanatiDg the uno^nding and defenoekoa cltimi^ 
by a bombardment c( tbe dty in the meet hor^le man- 
ner, throwing into it four Ihonaand one hundred bonbs. 
and an innomeraUe number of heUa of the la^;est nae ; 
directhig his shoti to the powder magaaine, to the quarter 
ci hospitals ot charity, to Ute hoepitala iot the wounded, 
and to the p<anta he set on fire, where it waa belieTed the 
public authorities would assemble with peraons to put it 
out; to the bakw'a hooaea dea^pated by tiwir ohimaeya, ' 
and during the lught raining over tbe entire dty, bombs, 
wboae height was perfectly graduated with tlie time of 
explouon, that they m^;ht ignite in falHng, and Ihna cause 
the mmtimtim of daalraetioD. I£s first vistana were 
women and children, followed by whole Eamiliea, perisUng 
from the effeote of the exploeions, or tmder the rains (£ 
iheir dwellings. 

"At the MBoni day of the bombardment, we were' 
without bread or meat, reduced to a ration of beans, eaten 
at midnight beneath a shower of fire. By this time, all 
the buildings from La Mercede to the Paeraguia, were 
reduced to ashes, and the impassable streets filled with 
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niiiiB and prc^eclileA The third day tbe enemy altematelf 
Mattered their shot, and now every spot was a place of 
danger. The principal bakehouses no longer existed — 
no provisiMis were to be had." 

The details we have g^ven of tlus bombardment, afibid 
US Bome inlimationa of the sufferings occasioned by the 
aasanha upon the uties of Monterey and Mexico.* W« 
«nter into no particulars of the battles fought in Mexico. 
Ereiy battle-field is necessarily one of horrors ; but, aa 
the sufferers are those who came there to inflict upon 
others the very fate of which they are themsdvea the 
TictiBs, they claim and eicit« less of our sympathy than 
tlie mothers and their mangled infants of Vera Crus, 
whose shrieks <^ agony swelled the triumphal shout 
wUch greeted the American General. 

In all our conflicts in Mexico, .tlie slaughter of the 
enemy has been tremendously i^giavated, by their natural 
and military imbecility. Mr. Thompson, our former 
Minister, in his work on Mexico, remarks : "I do not 
think that the Mexican men have much more strength 
titan our women. They are generally of diminutire 
stature, and wholly unaccustomed to labor or exercise of 
any sort. What must be the murderou* inequality be- 
tween a corps of American cavuliy, and an equal nnmbw 
of Mexicans 1" He regards the supeiiority of Ameticans 
to Uexicsjis as " five to one at least in individual combats, 
and more than twice that in battle." Hence it is, that 
the Mexican ises in battle baa been prodigious. It is 

* A letter from a Meiicsu pabllBhed in the newspaperi, sstb : 
" In some oHes whole blocks were destroyed, and a great number 
of mea,i(wi»en,amJ iJalilren,lilleA uid wounded. Tbe piotare 
WW awful. One deafeaiDg roar filled our eorB— one cloud of 
■moke met our eyes, now and then filled with flame ; and amid 
It all, we ODiild bear the Bbrielu of tbe wounded and djing. 
Altogether, we cannot count our killed, wounded, ind miwiiig, 
at leu than fbnr tbooMnd, amotas wboiD are manj woman ai^ 
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kopoasibk to asc«rtein the amount of that loas with any 
precision, but there is little hazard in asserting that the 
action of CongresB in May, 1646, -baa consigned Ji/ly 
lAautartd Mtxicatu to a premature grave, and ten times 
tiiat number to poverty aod wretchedness. 

In the vast number of falsehoods of which this war has 
been BO prolific, may be included the genenl unqualified 
eulc^ums passed by its advocates upon the Anmouufy of 
the American soldiery. We are not aware of any peculiar 
tnit in our national character, that would render our sol- 
diers remaricabk for meekness and forbeanmce, <x that 
would necessarily counteract that arrogance and selfishiieee 
which are the natural fnuts of a. bloody trade, and of mili- 
tary saperiority. But national vanity is ever ready to 
believe a flattering lie, and demagogues equally ready to 
o^r incense to every popular delusion. It is our object 
lo ieiithe truth, and by so doing, to exhibit the odious and 
execrable chancier of war. American soldiers are like 
oUier soldiers, just what war, and discipline or the want 
of it, may make them. Human nature b the same in 
every land, and its evil propensities are equally developed 
tmder siinilar circumstances. It would have been an 
anomaly in the history of mankind, if scJdiera, flushed 
with victory and scattered over a conquered country, and 
holding the vanquished m utter contempt, had not been 
gmhy of great atrocities. It would be but cumbering 
our pagefl to detail the various instances of crusty and 
oppression perpetrated by our troops, which have found 
thor way into the public prints. A few spedmene, selected 
&om journals supporting the war, and therefore not dis- 
posed to throw unjust odium on the American army, will 
sufBce to prove that our assertions on this point are not 
nnsnpported by facts : 

" Soma VitUt, Attgtat 20. — A ranger is miawd, search 
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b nude for him hj his comrades, hU body is periiaps 
Coand, perhaps not. The nearest Mexicans to the Ticinity 
of his disappearance are required to account for him. 
They will not, or cannot The bowie knife is called ft*, 
and deliberately every male Mexican in that raneho is 
■peedily done for, guilty or not guilty. But this is not 
enough to make an ofbet for the life of a Texan. AoodtM: 
nuHsho recavea the fearful vidt, and i^n blood flows." 

" Oamargo, January 8, 1847. — Aasaamnationa, note, 
robberies, A«., are »o frequent that they do not excite 
muoh attentioD. mne-tcatbs of die Ameiicaiu here tlunk 
it ft meritoiions act to IdU or rob a HexicMi." 

/ft Camp, Walnut Springa {ntar Mmteny), April 30. 
1847.—" Yon have published accounts of the disgraceful 
outrage perpetrated before the battle of finena Tista, and 
vill be no less shocked to learn that an equally sickening 
Bcene of outr^eous barbarity has been perpetrated in 
this region by persons calling themselves Americans. It 
appears that near a Lttle town called Guadalonpe, an 
American was shot two or three weeks ago ; and his com* 
iwmons and fiiends determined to revenge his death. Ac- 
cordingly a party of a dozen or twenty men Tinted the 
place and deUberately murdered twenty-four Mezicans.*' 

The correspondent of the LomtvilU BepiMkan writ- 
ing from Aqua Nwva, after mentioning that the body of 
a murdered Arkansas volunteer had been fonnd, says^ 
"He Arkansas men vowed vengeance deep and sure. 
Yest«^y morning a number of them, some tUrty persmiB, 
went to the Ibot of the mountain two miles off, lo an arr^^ 
which it washed in the udes of the mountain, to which the 
' pisano^ of Aqua Nneva had fled npon our approach, and 
soon oommenced an indiscriminate and bloody massacre of 
the poor creatures who had thus fled to the mountains and 
leourity. A number of onr regiment being 
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oat (rf camp, I propoMd to Ocdonel Bissell to mount our 
horses and ride to the aceoe of oama^, where I knew 
. from ibe dark iDlimatioiu of the night before, that bkiod 
was running freely. We bad turned out as rapidly as 
pooMble, but Offing to the thick cbapparels, the wwk of 
death was over before we reached the horrible scene, and 
&e perpetiatws were returning to the camp glutted with 
imeage. God knowa how muiy of the unarmed peauntiy 
have been sa^ficed to atcme for the blood of poor Col* 
qoh. The Aikanaat regiment say not lees than tfair^ 
have been killed." 

Hus anonymous aecosnt ot the Ma s sacr e is snsbmed hy 
the following order of General Taykn: : — " The Command- 
ing Oennal regrets* most deeply that eircumstanoea a^om 
impose upon hhn the duty of iaaning orders upon the 
subject of marauding and maltreating Uie Uencans. Snoh 
deeds as have recently been perpetrated by a porUon of 
the Arkansas cavalry cast indelible disgrace upon our 
anas, and the reputation <rf oiu' country. The General 
had hoped that he might be able, in a short time, to re- 
nane offensive operations ; but if orders, ^scipline, and 
aU the dictates of humanity are set at defiance, it is vain 
to expect anything but disaster and defeat. The men 
who cowardly put to dta^ vnopmdir^ Xweaitt are not 
those who will sustam tlw honor of our arms in the day 

If the Qeneral meant to intimate that cruelty and 
bravery are incompatible, be is contiadicted by the unani- 
mous testimony tA a\i military history. 

The correspondent tA die CharUtbm Mtremy, writing 
from Monterey after its capture, says, "As at Metanjoraj, 
murder, robbery, and rape, were committed in the broad 
^;ht of day ; wid, as if deHrous to signalize themselves at 
Monterey by some new act of atrocity tkey baraed many 
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of the diatched huts or the poor peasants. It is tbouj^t 
that more than one hundred of Ae inhabitants were mur- 
dered in cold blood." 

It b not to be supposed that where human life is thus 
BtroctouBly sacrificed with impunity, the decencies of so- 
(dety and the rights of property will be respected. A 
correspondent of the JTrar Orleani Fieat/une writes from 
Cemlvo; "On ttniving at Mier, we learned that the 
seccMid regiment of' Indiana Troops had committed, the 
day before, outrages against the cttiietis of the most dis- 
graceful character, stealing, or rather robUng, insulting 
the women, bre^dng into houses, and other feats of similar 
character. Recently the people here have received treat- 
ment from men stationed here, that negrv«» in a state of 
insurrection would hardly be guilty of. The women have 
been repeatedly vidated (^most an every day afiair), 
houses broken open, and iostdta of every bind have beev 
offered to those whom we were bound to protect." 

The correspondent of the St. Lavii Sepuhliean, writing 
fnxn Santa F6, Ai^;. 12, 1846, says, "I regret to say, 
nearly the whole territory has been subject to violence, 
oatrage, oitd oppressimi, by the voliateer soldiery t^unat 
all alike without distinction." 

When we reflect how exlenavely Mexico has beea 
traversed by oar tnx^s, we cannot doubt that a prodigious 
amount of property has been most wantonly destroyed. 
We are bM by cxie of the letters descrilMBg a Mexican 
defeat, " Captain Morier followed up tua advantage with 
decision, pursued the enemy, and devastated the valley of 
the Moro, burning everything in his path. The people, 
terrified, fled to the mountains where death in the shape 
of starvation awaits them." " Between Metamores and 
Hont«rey," says another, " nearly all the ranchos and 
towns are destroyed." 
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General Scott, wben about marchiog from JaUpa, 
upon Uezico, issued ao order which is a singular illus- 
ttatioD of military morality. He telta his army that it 
can no longer receive supplies from Vera Cruz, but mist 
trust for them to the resources of the country— that the 
people must be pud for provisions, or " they will with- 
hold, conceal, or destroy them. The people moreover 
must be conciliated, sootbed and well-treated by every 
officer and man of this army, and by its fbllowera." This 
preamble is succeeded by a declaration almost avowedly 
prompted by the fact, that supplies could no longer be 
brought from Vera Crui : " Whoever maltreats uno^nd- 
tng Mexicans, takes without pay, or wantonly destroys 
their property, of any kind whatsoever, will prolong this 
war, vraste the means present and future of subsisting our 
men and animals, as they successively advance into the 
mterior, or return to our water depot (Vera Cruz); and 
no army can possibly drag after it to any considerable 
distance, no matter what the seaaon of the year, die 
heavy articles of breadstuff, meat, and forage. Those, 
thereon, who rob, plunder, or destn^ the houses, fences, 
cattle, poultry, grun, fields, gardens or property of any 
hind along the line of our operations, are plmnty the ene- 
mies of this army. The Qeneral-in- Chief would infinitely 
pcder that the few who commit such outrages would de- 
sert at once and fight against us. Then it would be easy 
to shoot them down, or capture and hwag tbem." 

Military discipline eoaSnea to the commanding officer 
tlie pren^ative of plundering the enemy, and he would 
DO doubt wish to protect it from encroachment at all times. 
On the present occasion the General thought proper to 
dinuade the army from indulging their larcenous propen- 
ntiee, not from motives of justice and humanity, but lis 
iiffieultji nf promring mpplut ! 
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Thia Bame General, in an order issued at Vera Crui, 1st 
April, 1647, declared that " many undoubted atrocitieB 
have been committed m tbis neighborbood by a few worth- 
leas w^diers, both n^pilars sod voluoteera." The army 
was about marcbing inlo the interior, and to conciliate the 
inbaUtaDts, and remove the unfavorable impressicns made 
1^ these " atixtcities," he issued a proclamatkm promising 
protecluHi to Ihe Mexicaiis, aiuLtel&iig tiiaa, that for oat- 
rages committed ap«N] them, several Americana had already 
been pnmshed by fine and imprisounent, and erne " hac 
been hung by the neck." "Is not this," said he, "a 
proof ti good laith and energetic discipline V The Oene- 
ml did not tell the Mexicans how very cheap a sacrifioo 
he bad ofiered to propitiate them. The one " hung by 
the neck," was a bkoro, and hence no nulitary populari^ 
was lost by lus eiecntion, and b^og a Jr4e negro, no pro- 
perly was destroyed. We have no evidence that dnring 
(he whole war, a angle $oldUr was punished with death 
for any outrage committed on HezicaDS, however atro- 
wms. 

Qenerd Taylor, in a despatch to the War Department, 
16th June, 1847, remarks, "I deeply regret to repeat 
that many of tho twelve months' volooteMB, in their route 
hence of the lower lUo Otande, have committed estenava 
depredations and outragei npim the peaeeabla iahahitaDta, 
There i* tearedy ajbrmofertme that hoM not htm ryjorted 
tomeae eommitttd b>/ them." 

A great number of Mexican towns were captured and 
held by our forces. We may jndge, from a single exam- 
ple, what kind of municipal government has most probably 
been exercised by our officers. Twelve months afbsr the 
capture (A Monterey, its sotual cMidition waa thus describ- 
ed by Colonel T^hbats, in an official proclamation : " Hie 
imdeisigned, by virtue of an order of the conrnanding 
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General, has aasnined tbe office of military and ciril Got- 
&naor of Uonterey. Finding the command assigned to 
him, Tirtiiallj without law or order, and infested with rob- 
l>ers, murderers, gamblers, vagrants, and other evil dis- 
posed persons, the worst of crimioals g<ung free, unscathed 
of juaCice, and rapine and even murder slallung abroad in 
open day without fear of punishment, inasmucli that the 
peaceable inhabitanta thereof have no protection either of 
person or property," &c. 

The following official deolartriion is of a character that 
forbids us to doubt, that thx oppresdon of the Mexicana 
has been most a^^^aTated. Oeneral Kearney, writing to 
the War Department, Ifith March, 1847, in reference to 
some insurrectionary movements, says : " The CaUfomi- 
ans are now qniet, and I shall endeavor to keep them so 
by mild and genUe treatment. Had they recdved snch 
^eabnent from the time onr flag was hoisted in July last, 
I believe there would have been but little or no resistance 
on thdr part Thtt/ hate hetn aoil crueHy md $iuinu- 
fiiilif aimatd by oar own people, by volunteers (Ameri- 
can emigrants') residing in this part of die country, and 
on the Sacramento. Bad thty not taitttd, ihey wouU 
Aaw6Mn«>Meor(Ay^(A«natn«o^tn«n."* 

To the iadividaal sufferings arising from military vio- 
lence, has been added that general sufficing in which 
the whole Mexican population baa participated, necessarily 

* We do not know the putJaalMrt here referred to ; bnt the M- 

lowiug item from the news of the da; giTca ug some intimation of 
the 8pirit.iiuaifi»ted h; the conqnerorg. " Lieuts. Bea), Tal- 
bot and othere, left Ban Diego Febrnar; 25th, bringing impor- 
tant intelligence. At Taos, the Court had condemned a large 
number of the insurgents. Eleven bod been hung, and many 
whipped. Six ver» h<ug the d» Lieut, Talbot puiied thronak 
Taos. These executions created great e-"''-"— ' - — "~ '^- 
Uexicans, and elbfta were making b — ^ 
and ratee volnnteera for a rebellion." 
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resulting from the anaibilation of their commerce. Ever; 
seaport of the Republic, whether on the Atlantic or Pa- 
dSc, has been occupied hy American forces. Hence, the 
Uexicans have been denied the privilege of exchanging 
th^ surplus productions for the necessaries and conveni- 
ences they had been accustomed to receive from foreign 
countries. Not a Mexican vessel floated on the ocean ; of 
course, all imports and exports were in the hands of for- 
eigners, and subjected to snch duties as the invaders 
thought proper to impose. Those duties, moreover, in- 
stead of being appropriated as heretofore to the common 
good, were seised by the conqueror for his own use. Nor 
was his ntpadty to he thus satiated. The ordinary mom- 
cipal taxes became his spoil. Thus, for example, a Qip- 
tain commanding in the dty of Uetamoras, issued his 
rescript requirii^ " the owners of all stores, groceries, bil- 
liard-tables, hotels, eating-houses, brick-ysrds, gambling- 
houses, cock-pits, and manufactories of Lquors," to pay at 
Au o^ce, each month the taxes on their respective esta- 
blishments. The Commander-in-Chief thought proper 
personally to direct and control the squeezing process. 
On the 16th December, 1S4T, General Scott issued an 
order beginning with the portentous announcement: 
" This army is about to spread itself over and occupy the 
B«public <^ Mexico, until the latter shall sue for peace' 
in terms aeceptaUt Ut tkt OoBemmeat <^ thi Unittd State*." 
He then proceeds to decree that, " On the occupation of 
the principal point or points in any Slate, the payment to 
the Federal Government of this Bepublic of aiX taxes or 
dues of whatever name or kind, heretofore, say in the 
year 1844, payable or collected by that Government, is 
absolutely probitated, as all such taxes or dues will be 
demanded of the proper civil authorities for the support 
of the army of ocoopatjoa" Thus were duties on imports 
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and exports, munidpal, and all other taxes anthorircd bj 
Mexico in time <rf peace and prosperity, to be extorted by 
a foreign anny from the miserable impoverished people. 
One would have supposed that such exactions m^ht have 
satisfied the Americans. But no — Mr. Folk hod, from ibe 
moment he commenced the war, been nghing for piaoi. 
General Scott had, indeed, conquered Mexico, but he had 
not conqnered a peace ; and an organized system of plnn- 
der was to effect what bts troops and bombs had Med to 
accomplish. Hence, a second order was issued on the 
Slst December, 1847, from Head Quarters, impoeing on 
severai of the Mexican States a con^bntion amonnting 
to A HiLUOit OF douahs. Hie following is an extract 
from this order : " On the fmlure of any State to pay its 
assessment, its functionaries, as above, will be ititect and 
impruoiud, and their property teized, regittered, reported, 
and eoiicerted to the ute of the occupation, in strict accord- 
ance to the general regolations of this army. No re^gna- 
tion or abdication of office, by any of the said Mexican 
functionaries, shall excose any of them from the above 
penalties. If the foregoing measures should fiul to en- 
force the regular payment as above from any State, the 
commanding officer of the United Slates forces within the 
same, will immediately proceed to collect in money or 
^d from the wealthier inhtMtanti (other than neutral 
friends) tritAm Ms reach, the amount of the TusesDment 
due from the State."* 

This was the same General who, in his proclamation 
addressed "to the Mexican nation," from Jalapa, May 
11th, 1847, assured them, that " The army of the United 
States respects, and will always respect, private pro- 
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•pMj." Ho who directed offictn of the Uiuted Staiaa 
forces, when assessments on Mexiean States are not paid, 
to proceed to collect them from the weaUhier inhabitants, 
IB the same Commander-in-Chief who, in his order of the 
preceding April, wished that such of bis soldiers as stole 
ponltry, grwn, &c., from the Ueiicons, wonld desect at 
onoe, as then it would be easy to shoot them down, or to 
capture and hang them. Among other dericea for ez- 
torting money, in connexion with the promiBed r^ene- 
istion of the Mexicans, was the official allowance of thrkk 
OAHnra-KOiiBBB in the Capital, in otuisideratkn of tbe 
annual snm i^ f^Atem thottttmd doilar§, payable b 
monthly instalments.* 

We can understand why Hr. Polk and his southern par- 
tisans deemed it expedient to acquire Mexican territory at 
any cost of blood, treasure, and happiness ; but surely 
we may ask of northern Democrats and northern Whigs, 
why have you broi^ht pill^e, dMolation, and death 
upon the people of Mexico? What o&nce had they 
eommitted which, in tbe sight of Ood, can jostify snoh 
horrible retribution at t/wtr hands ? Why hare you, who 
have no interest in the extension of human bondage, 
fon^t the battles, not ri freedom, but of tloMriff 
When summoned, as you will shortly will be, before that 
dread tribunal, which, in another worid, takes cc^nii- 
ance of every act committed in this, on what plea do j<m 
• expeot to vindicate that stupendous mass of human misery 
and human wickedness which your agency has helped to 



wsjs eilorted from the MeiiouiH. The vatne of proparty ds- 
ttr^Ml In the eity at Heiieo, hM bsen MtlmMal at Jbnr mil- 
^-. . , - ifcy 
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Mr. Boot, of Obio, one of the " immDrtal fourteen," in 
a Bpeech delivered af^ the triumph of our anna, and the 
scquiaition of the " indemoity " demanded by Mr. Po]k, 
thoB expressed himself on the floor of Copgress : — " But 
where shall the widow look for indemnity ? Where Bhall 
the mother, made childless by this war, look for her in- 
demnity ? Where shall the orphan children, whose fa- 
thers have (alien in battJe, at by disease in that distant 
land, look for th^ indemnity ? Can any of these new 
acquisitiona, under tbis treaty, indemnify them ? It doee 
aeem to me, tir, that in all this bloody bnsnieaB, the meo- 
who have been moat active in it, have regarded this war 
tmly in relation to the effect it is likely to hare on fv-tmrt 
tUelioiu, and they have not once thought bow it will be 
regarded by the Judge of all. And when I tiiiak of 
these things, I thank my God, humbly thank him, that 
He gave me the nerve and the firmness to stand up here 
in my place, and say " no " first, and " no " last, and " no" 
at all times, on every measure designed for the proaeon- 
tion of this acourved war. And, sir, I rejrace that, when 
I approach tjie last agony of earth, whatever other guilt 
may press me, none of the victims of this war earn nwet 
me and B^, — 

■Let vj flkte dt heavy on thy loiil to-morrow."* 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

oon or Taa war to thb united states. 

Om of the professeti objecU oi the war, after the pre- 
tence of repelUng invonon had been abandooed, was the 
indemiiification of "our much-injnred citizena," that is, 
the collection of a few millions of alleged det>t. Our fleet 
and annj were employed to collect this debt, and accord- 
ing to Mr. Polk, the coela of collection were to be added 
to the Bum due. We not only gave judgment in our own 
caose, but taxed our own costs. Those costs, as nearly as 
can be ascertained, will, when finally settled, exceed on 
HttMnKKD WLUONS OF DOLLARS. In ciril life, the very 
attempt to compel a debtor to pay a Inll of costs twen^ 
times the amoont of the debt claimed, would be deemed 
scandalous extortion. How far the determination of a 
powerful government, to extort such a bill from a feeble, 
eshaosted State by slaughter and devastation, is divested 
of criminality on account of its national character, is a 
question embarrassing only to tJiose who hare persuaded 
themselves that statesmen and politicians are under the 
jurisdictioii of a peculiar and relaxed morality. The idea 
that reparation is due to Mexico fur a ruthless invasion, 
&t devastation of her dtiea, the plunder of her provinces, 
the slaughter of thousands and tens of thousands of her 
people, has been advanced, only to be denounced as nr- 
patriotie, if not treatonable. 

We baye levied upon Meiican territory, for the hnndred 
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millions we hsTe spent id sU«mpdiig to coDeot a paltry 
debt, vhich, after all, we have reinitl«d by the traUj of 
peace. Mr. Polk declared his determinatioD to prosMnta 
tlie war ^1 " foil iodemmtf " had been otKuned ; but he 
futed to tell UB by vhat moral arithmetic he ascertunett 
what number of square miles of olaTe t«rritoi7 will afford 
a "fitll indemnity " for the misery, falwhood, awl orims 
engendered by his war. 

Uany a euccesafnt plaintiff has found, to his mortifi- 
cation, that he has impoveiiahed his adrenary without 
enridiing himself, and that the fruits of his viotoiy have 
been pocketed by the agents he employed. A similar 
discovery may be in reserve for the American people. 
The qaestion what Ihey have guned by Uie war, will, in 
time foree itself npon th«r attenlioa. To tliis ioquity, no 
other answer can be returned than olort xm naaiiOKT* 

Before we proceed to investigate the true value c^ thesa 
^fpia of victory, let na dwell a moment on thur peonniaij 



The direct ezpenditarcs In waging this wir, ttom 
the depsitun of Taylor from Cerpiu ChiisU, to 
tb* aicbaoge of Um rstiBostions of the tresty of 
pMuea, eaonot, at the moat moderate eatimate, 
VieasthaD - . ' i. . . fflOOjaOOfiOH 

The money to be paid Mexico, for ceding the r»- ' 
quired teT-ritoriea, and thoa laving oa the coat 
of protracted hoatilitiea, ia - < - • 10,000,000 

The ocet of the srm; trata tiie oonelosicQ of the 
vsr, to ita disbandment, including iU trans- 
portation home, aa; ■ - ' 2,000,000 

The extra p»y ibr three months to all loldlen 
who hid been engaged Id the war, allowed t? 
sot of Congresa, eatim^ed at - • - - 

Every soldier, or hla heir, is entitled to UP acres 

of land, or in lieu thereof, at bin option, 8100. 

gnpposing only 76,000 claima to be preaented, 

•ad to he paid in land, the vuloe'ef the 
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laud, *t the priM fl»»d by CoDgrMS would be 
(16,000,000. But to »oid the Bunblinee of 
•saggaration, ve will Bupposa these oltumi eom- 
motod at «100 each, making - - - 7,500,000 

The award ngder the treatj of 18S9, dne by Un- 
ieo, and •aanmad by treat; of peace, witli 

tntereat, ifiOOJIOO 

nw GonnnMBt baa alao aaavmed. by treaty, the 
pajment of soeh naliquidated elunu againat 
Heiioo aa ua; be (band vaiid, not exceeding 
$8,260,000, ont<if96,465,462deniaDiled. Should 
' none bnt vtOid cl^mt be allowed, the nun to b* 
p^d may ainonnt to . . . . • GOOJWO 

UaUng the total ooat, in money, of new terri- 
tory, 9180,000,000 

- The abore- eitimata, it is beKeved^ is very moderate, 
and maoh below the eitimBtes osually made. Bat let it 
be recollected, that it is an eslimat« t»ly of the diitet 
expenditures of the Federal Oovenunent, for the aoqm- 
nlioii of the coveted territories. 

For nearly two years, at least 140,000 men, assoldien, 
teamsteis, artificers, Jec, have been diverted from pro- 
ductive industiy, and engaged in occupations, adding 
nothing to the real wealth of the coiMtry, or the comfwt, 
Lappiness, and morality of its ciUzens. The time uid 
labor of Hiese msn havo therefore been literally wasted, 
and consequently what they would have added to the 
common stock in time cd peace, is to be included in the 
cost of the war. Many of these individuak have, more- 
over, been brought to an untimely grave, and probably a 
still greater number disquaUfied for future usefulness by 
vice and disease. The operatitms of commerce have, 
moreover, be«i deranged, and enterpme paralyzed by a 
monMary prsssure, occauoned by a drain of specie from 
our great dtias, to be expended in Mexico — and wide- 
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spread bankniptcy only prevented, by Em Tiiiunial and 
aocidentai demand for our bread -stu^ in Europe. 
When all' these facts are taken into consideiatjoii, and 
when ve recollect tb&t interest is to be paid during many 
future years, on the money borrowed, and that large 
dnifis are yet to be made cm the treasury for pensions 
and for indemnities for private losses and injuries, it will 
not be thought extravagant to assume, that the indirtet 
cost of the war will be little, if any leas than the sum 
actually expended for its prosecution. 

Dr. FranUin, long since remarked, that nothing wu 
ever acquired by war that might not have been obtflined 
at a less cost by purchase. For the territory of Looid- 
ana, even more extensive and greatly more valuable than 
that we have wrested from Mexico, we paid tlfi,000,000. 
For Texas we offered t5,000,000, and at a previous day 
we had offered only tl,000,000 for Texas, with a portitn 
of California. ^ 

Mr. Polk would have shrank from offering fifty millions 
for the very land which he has now bought at such a vast 
amount of blood and treasore. It is impossible to reust 
the conviction that, by honest negotiation, we might have 
become the masters of these territories without crimen 
without human bntehery, and at a far less cost in money 
than the sum we have paid. 

The mighty sun we have exchanged for glory and ter- 
ritory, baa added not one cent, to the productive cajHtal 
of the country, nor brought one new comfort or conveni- 
ence within reach of its population. 

For an useful practical purposes, tlus amount of the 
nation's cafutol has been amuhilated. But it is easy to 
imagine how such a sum might have been expended in 
modes resulting in a prodigious augmentation of the re- 
•onroes of the nation, and the virtue and enjoyments qf 
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the people. Sacb a san might hwre spread a net-woi^ 
of railroads and telegraphic wires over the country, mut- 
ing in bonds of interest and intercourse the remotest in- 
habitants (^ our vast empire. It would have opened 
through Oregon a channel by which the commerce of 
India and China would in a few days hare reached every 
portion of our Confederacy. Or it might have given 
secmity and facili^ to our magoifioent inland navigation, 
and formed aafe and capacious harbors on our medito'- 
raneui seas. Or it might have carried staence and osaful 
Imowledge to the inmates of eveiy dwelhng in our Be- 
pnblio ; and in various ways have berai. made ooodnate 
to the diffutdoD of virtne and reli^cn. The mere isteraat 
of this «um is vastiy greater than is umually conbibuted 
by Christendom to evangelize the world. The disposal 
of this treasure was a talent which, m the provideace of 
Ood, was entmstad tA ovt ndOTs : whether the use th^ 
have made of it proves them to have been good «id faitk- 
fnl servButa will be declared on titat day in wbieh tliey 
dull give on acconnt of their stewardship. 

We should, however, take a moat erroneoiu and limited 
view of the cost of this war to the Umted Slates, won 
we to confine our eslimateB to the millions which h«va 
been «ipended m its prosecuticH], or to tlie personal scd^ 
feriogs it has occamoned. Before we can sum up the 
total cost, we must add to &e blood, the groans, the 
treasure, we have bartered for victory and coi^uest, tha 
poUtieal and moral evils tlia wv has beqneatlied to the 
nation — evils as extensive as the bounds of the Bepublic, 
and whon e&ota npoa tha bappinesa of iadividnals «iU 
continne to be Salt wbiB lime sball be bo more. 
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CHAPTER XXXI 



Au, wnr is necessarily an&Tonible in its l«ndeacies to the 
Kberties and prosperity of a State, even when waged for 
the defence or recovery of freedom. The burthem it 
hnposes, Uie arbitrary authority it confers, and the dis- 
poutiona it fosters, are all adyerse to popular rights. 
Thtte tendencies are, of conive, controlled and modified 
by circumstances. The late war, having been carried on 
wholly without the limits of our own countiy, did not 
"inflict upon our citizens those violations of right and those 
oppresnve exactions which are ever experienced on the 
theatre of hostilities. It has nevertheless shown itself a 
dangerous foe to constitutional liberty. 

We have seen in the preceding pages that most pro- 
vident and ample preparations were made for the com- 
mencement of the war on the BJo Grande, and for the 
Beimre of California, not only without the sanction, but 
even without the knowledge of Congress. It is utterly 
impossible that Congress wonld have issued, or the peo- 
ple have tolerated, a declaration of war agmnst Mexico, 
either to compel her to pay our allied claims, or to 
withdraw her troops and magistrates from her villages on 
the Rio Grande. Hence, it was deemed necessary first to 
provoke a collision, and th«n to appeal to Congress to 
defend the country from mva^n ! The war, therrfore, 
altbougfa recognized and prosecuted by Congress after its 
commencement, was in fact and in truth begun in conite- 
12" 
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qtwnoe of ordeia issoed by the Pr«ndent on hb own le- 
sponBibility, and not in pursuance of any constitutiona] or 
legal authority. He had, indeed, as Commander-in-Chief, 
a right to direct the movements of the troops, but not in 
spch a manner as necessarily and dengnedly to involve 
the country in war. Most truly, therefore, did the House 
of RepreaenlatiTes declare that the war had been uncon- 
stitutionally b^ua by the Preaident. 

Tet has this usurpation of power, leading to the sacri- 
fice of thousands of lives and millions of treasure, been 
unvisited with punishment. The offence has found an 
apology in the triumphs to which it has led ; and thus a 
sanction has been given to a precedent, that invests the 
Preudent of the Republic with the royal pren^tive of 
bringing upon the nation the calanuties of war. 

Nor is this the Mily instance, in which the President in 
bis own person has exercised powers belonging only to the 
legislative branch of the Government Although not per- 
mitted by the Constitution to appoint of his own will and 
pleasure, a ungle officer, or to take from the treasnry a 
Hngle cent, he eslabliahed a system of tari^ and internal 
taxation in Uenco, app<nnting a horde of collectors, and 
accumulating at his own disposal, all the revenue that 
could be extorted at the point of the bayonet, from the 
miserable and impoverished Mexicans ; and all this with* 
ont the slightest warrant from Congress.* 

■ " I am nnder ■ deep cODTJction, tlut the Pretident Iu« no 
right whetever, to ImpiMe taxes internal aDil external on the 
people of Mexico. It U an act withoat the anthoritj of the 

ConiitltatioD or laws, and emmentlj dangerous to the sonntrj. 
If the President can exercise, in Mexico, a power eipreaal}' girea 
to Congrese, which he cannot eierciee in the Dnited States, I 
would Bek where ia the limit le his power in Mexico .' Has he 
also the power of making apprgpriations of mone; collected in 
Mexico, withoat the aanction of Congress .' Tiii it lai ab-eadf 
iim*. Hm he the power b> apply the money to whaterer pnr- 
posei he may think proper, and, amons others, in raise a mili- 
{u7 foroa in Hezioo, without Uie sauotion of Congrns -> 71u 
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He luu also, by bis sovereign will and pleunre, eateb- 
lished civil Qovemmeata in New Mexico and California, 
appointed Qovemors, organized coorta of justice, comniii- 
aioned magistrates, Sec, without even consulting Congress, 
and with no law whatever, autborizii^ the exercise of these 
high pren^atives, or providing for the sakries of the nu- 
merous civil ofScera he has seen fit to ftppcant. It ap- 
pears from the Report of the Secretary c^ War, Deo. 4, 
1847, that the duties collected in California, "have been 
Implied towards the support of the civil Government." 
Thus has the President, of bia own will and pleasure, not 
Mily appcanted officers, but paid them salaries at bis dis- 
oretion. Thus have a people, jealous of their liberties per- 
mitted, in the delirium of victory and conquest, their chief 
magistrate to assume over vast regions the most unlimited 
and despotic authority, grasping at once the sword and 
the purse. Henceforth it is to be part of our theory of 
Oovemment, that during war, the President of the Umted 
Slates is rdeased from all constitutional restrictions, so far 
a* be acts without the limits of the country, and that he is 
wholfy beyond the control of Oongress. The immenis 
power and patronage thus conferred on the President by 
a state of war, may hereafter proTe a strong inducement 
with that officer to {dui^ his country into hostilitjes, and 
to postpone the return of peace. 

The course pursued by Congress has apparently beea 
directed by the principle, that when the country has once 

tis^ it has alTtady dime." — SptechofMr. C^kimnia Smatt,.3tanA, 
1648. 

"Is the cstablishmeDt of • code of mutonu in Mexico, kn Mt 
of war, Of derived fWim war, or an at of Itgitlnt^mtT Why, 
clearly it is the latter. I nont to hnov how the Presidenl of 
the United States can overturn the revenne law of Mexico, and 
Mlabliah a new one in its ilead. anj more ihan he oan overtom 
the law of (be deaoenl of property, (he law of inheritanoe, ths 
erlminal node, or bdt o(her porUon of Meiioan Uw !"—M'. 
WtbOfT'i f^Hcl in Sntatt, XhrA, 1818. 
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been inrohed in irar, no matter by what means, w for 
what objects, it is the duty rf the representatives of the 
people to afford to the President every faciUty he de- 
mands for its prosecution, faowerer wicked or injotions 
it may be. 

Not only has the pnUic mhtd become accustomed to 
executive osurpation, but it has lost, in its admiration of 
mililary success, that jealousy of military power, which is 
a most powerful saf^uard of repubhcan hberty. We 
have been utterly heedless of the melancholy example ex- 
hibited by Mexico herself, of the dbastroos influence t^a 
thirst for martial renown. The astomsbin^ fociKty with 
which that countty was overrun and prostrated by oar 
troops, cannot be accounted fw solely by the pantlyang 
effect of the Mexican church on the progress of science 
and dvilization. Ever ^ce her independence, Mexico 
has fostered a military spirit ; but it was a spirit that con- 
sumed her very vitals. The resources of the State were 
squandered on the army, and the army through its gene- 
rah governed the Stale. The blessings of peace were 
despised, and the ci^2^fis, instead ot comluiung for tbb 
common'welfare, were divided into partisans of rival Oen- 
erals. Revolution succeeded revolution in rapid ancces- 
noD, one cbiefttun supplantii^ another. A dvihan wMI 
■oarcely ever placed at the head of the State, the reins i^ 
government being almost invariably committed to lAnds 
that grasped the sword. The history of the Repnblc of 
Mexico has been a history of military insurrections and 
usurpations. Even when invaded by a foreign enemy, 
military factions and rival chiefs paralyzed the strength 
of the natjon, and rendered her an easy prey. All the 
records of the past bear witness to the fact, that popular 
Oeneiak have bcMi the chief deatroyere of Republica. 
Tet the American people, deaf to the warnings of hift- 
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lory, hftve apparently become infataated with militaiy 
gloiy, and have recently given, varioua indications of their 
preference for men who have served their country in the 
field, over such as have merely labored to advance her 
prosperity and happiness, by cultivating the arts of peace. 
The arbitrary s^nrit engendered by war, and the idea 
which it fosters, that all rights and mtereats must yield to 
the pnblio safety, are both necessarily hostile in tb«r ten- 
dency, to the free expression of ofiinion adverse to ita 
prosecutioa It is not eurpiisng that the antbon of the 
Mexican war — a war so opea to animadversion, and waged 
for purposes so sectional and odions— should wish to dis- 
cour^^e all investigation into its tme oharaoUr ; and all 
efforts to thwul; the sccomplishment of ita object Ko 
law could silence the press, nor arrest debate in Congress, 
DOT discusuon among the people. But the hope seems to 
have been indulged, that publie opinion might be so di- 
rected, as to produce what legislation could not effsot. 
On the popularity of the war might depend not merely 
its successful proseculion, sad the consequent acquisitioa 
o{ the coveted territories, but the predominance of tha 
democratic party, and the continued possesrion of power 
and eQolumMits by the present incombenta of office. 
Hence Mr. Polk, in his first Message after the commence- 
ment of hoetililjes, attempted to intimidate his opponents 
by inunuating that they were treacherous to the cause <rf 
Aeu- country. "The war," said he, "baa been repre- 
sented as unjust and uimecessary, and aa one of a^res- 
non on our part upon a weak and injured enemy. Suoh 
erroneous views, though entertained by but fete, have 
been widely and extensively circulated, not only at home, 
but have been spread throughout Mexico, and the whola 
world. A more effectual means could not have been de- 
viB«d to encouraga the eoamy, and protnct tba mr, thai} 
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to advocate and adhere to th^ cause, and thos give them 
'aid and cfmtfart.' It is a source of national pride and 
exultation, that the great body of the people have thrown 
no such obstacles in the way of the Government in prose- 
cuting the war successfully, but have have shown them- 
selves to he enunently patriotic, and ready to vindicate 
their country's honor and interesta at any sacrifice." 

Here we have a most arrogant impeachment, by the 
first ma^trate of the Umon, of the patriotism c^ such of 
his fellow-citiMns, including no small portion of the Tery 
Congress he was addressing, who in the exercise of the 
Tery rights guaranteed to them by the Constitution of 
th«r country, ventured to express the opinion, that the 
war in wUch he had involved the nation, was unjust, nn- 
neceaeuy, and s^ressive. Mr. Polk did not deem it pro- 
dent to denounce in plain terms, the opponents to \Ss 
measures as TRArroKS to thrir country, and meriting an 
ignominious death, but preferred doing it by implicatwn ; 
and hence applied to all such as pronounced his war na- 
just, unnecessary, and aggresuve, the technical terms, 
"pving aid and comfort" to enemies, used by the Con- 
stitution of the United States ^Art. III. Sect. I), in de- 
fining the crime of treason. If this gentleman did indeed 
believe, that a conscientious opposition to an existing war, 
is inconsistent with patriotbm, and equivalent to the crime 
of giving aid and comfort to the enemy, he is ignorant not 
merely of the first principles of ethics, but of the course 
pursued by some of the most illustrious statesmen and 
patriots who have adorned the pages of mpdem "history. 

What Bud Lord Chatham, the celebrated Prime Minis- 
Usr of England, who had led his nation to victory and 
power, and whose memory is embalmed in the grateful 
remembrance of his countrymen ? This great man during 
^ American war, declared In Pffrliament, " If I were an 
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AmtnKMD, as I un an EngHaltBUD, whfle % fotiiga tooop 
was landed in my coontrr, I irould never lay down n^ 
anns — never — never — never." Fox even refused to con- 
car in. a vote of thanks to officers for tfae victories they 
had achieved, in what he believed, to be an unjust war. 
Numerous distinguished members of the British Parlia- 
ment were active and perseveriag in their oppoation 
to the war. ^ ag»n, the war waged by OrMt Britain 
against the French Republic, was fredy denounced aa 
unjust and nimecessary, by statflsnieu high in the eonfidenca 
of tJte nation. The recent war agiunst China, frequently 
called the Opium War, was ^temly denounced by a large 
portion of the Sritish public as most iniquitous. At a 
public meeting in London, at which a Bridth peer, the 
Earl of Stanhope, presided, it was resolved : " That tUi 
meeting deeply laments that the moral and religious 
feelii^ of the country should be outraged, the character 
of Christiaotty disgraced in the eyes of the wwld, and thia 
Idogdom involved in war with upwards of Uiree hundred 
and fifty millions of people, in ccmsequenoe of Biitisti 
subjects introducing opium into Obioa, m direct and 
known violadon of the laws of that £mpire." The 
meeting ccmcurred in a petition to Parhament, for an 
immediate peace, and ordered that thfir proceedings 
■hould be translated into the Ohinese language, and Jin- 
taardtd la At Umptror of Ohina. Yet no Minister of the 
Crown, no member of Parhament, ventured to denounoe 
this Constitutional expresuonof opinion astreasonHble. 
In onr own country we have seen men of Uie purest 
character, the most imquestionable patriotism, opposing 
die war -of 1812 with Great Britain, as unnecessaiy, 
impolitic, and unjust. No Oonstitutioaal monarch in 
Europe would venture to impeach the patriotism and 
loyalty of those, who, in a mode sanctioned by the funtb- 
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mental Iftwa of the £mi»re, opposed the meosnTee <A hii 



The BjEit«m of denunciation commenced in the Message, 
was Eealously and rudely pureued by the offidal jounuL 
The following article appeared in the Woihinfftm Uniom, 
toon after the date of the Mess^. 

" A War-heoibtse. Timilt Pbopobitiok.— It has been 
eng^ested, that the cause of the comitiy may be promoted 
by the opening of a ifar-r^jister in every dty, town, and 
Tillage, for the purpose of presemng an authentic record 
ctf tlie ToRTiiu which may be displayed by iodividuaU, 
during the cogtinaance of the present war. In this 
ngister, it is proposed to record the names of such per- 
sons as make themselves zealous in pleading the cause of 
the enemy, and oppose the war mto which the peoplg and 
the Oovemment of the United States have been forced by 
Mexican aggression, insult, and robbery. Besides the 
noMM of theindividuabwhopronoonceagaiDstthejustica 
of our cause, such tmtimentt as are particularly odious, 
should be placed on the register. Where an individual 
expresses sympathy for the enemy, or wishes the death 
of the Preudentt or the downfall of the National Admin- 
istration as a pumshment for having engaged in the war, 
the sentiments of the Tort should be registered in bis 
' own language as nearly as poeabte. All etatementa 
intended for entry on the record, should be verified by the 
name of the witness or contributor." 

The wickedness of this article, is not concealed by the 
absurdity of its pretended proposition. Its evident 
design was to intimidate the opponents of the war, by 
exciting against them demonstrations of popular violence. 
It is a call fmn the Government organ upon tiie dema- 
gogues of the day, to stifle by brute force, all open 
doinnciation of the war. Confiding in the countenanoa 
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and potrtmage of the eiecuUr« and bis partisans, tlie 
editor of this paper .assumied a dictatorship orer the pro* 
ceedings of Congress, rebukiiig either Hoose with mlgftr 
insolence whenever it declined an immediate compliance 
with the wishes of the President. Such members as 
voted against granting further supplies, were stigmatised 
as Mexican Whig*. At Inst, a vote of the Senate dis- 
pleasing to the Adminiab^on, was announced as 
"ANOTHBB Hbxicau tiotort." Hapfuly the purpose 
intended was not effected. Indignation, and notmtimida- 
tion, was the result ; and the President's editor was, by a 
formal resolution, " for having uttered a public Ubel on 
the SenaU," excluded from the privil^e of Admission to 
the floor of the Senate, a coartesj that hod hitherto been 
shown him. The course pursued by this journal merits 
attention only from its being the acknowledged organ of 
the executive, and from its obvious accordance with the 
spirit and design of Mr. Polk's official denunciation of the 
opptmenU to the wit. Many of the officers of the anny, 
fbUowing the hints given by the Preudent and his oi^;aD, 
professed to be exceedingly scandalized by the objections 
made to the war. Oeueral Twiggs, in particular, was so 
regardless of decency as to give, at a puBUc dinner in 
Mexico, the toast, " Honor to the citizen-soldier who steps 
forward to battle for his country. Shame to the knaves 
at home, who give aid and comfort to our memies." A 
Colonel Wynkoop, wrote from Mexico : " We here can see 
no difference between the men, who, in 1716, succored the 
British, and those, who, in 1847 give arguments and sym- 
pathy to the Mericans." Another Colonel of the namo 
of Moigan, declared in a public speech : " All who will 
advocate the withholding of suppUes, or withdrawing our 
armies, disguise their sentimenta however th^ may, under 
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whatever srtfiil plea they choose, are nurrORs at 

BBABT."* 

These varions attempts to suppress the freedom of 
debate and discussion, only rei[emte the leason nniver- 
sally taught b^hislory, that war, in its spirit is hoetJle to 
dvil liberty. Had the war been a popular one, had tbe 
mosses been maddened by defeat, hod they been thirsUng 
for the blood of their enemies ; tbe efforts of the Prea- 
dent and bis partisans to direct th^ fory apon a feeble 
minority wbora they were taught to regard as traitors, 
wonld not bare been fraitleas, and the American, lik« tlie 
French Republic, vonld have had her annals disgraced by 
a Beiffn of Terror. 

Bui happily the assertion of tbe President, that die 
war was regarded as unjust and unnecessary, and as one 
of Aggression " by hit fetn," waa of eqnal veracity with 
many other of bis declarations. Thb assertion was made 
in his Message of December, 1846, at which time his 
parly bad a very lat^ majority in the House of Repre- 
Eentatives. The next December, a new House of Bepre- 
• Kentatjses, elected in the interim, assembled ; and this 
new House, " fresh from tbe people," Resolred : " that 
the war wa% unnecessarily and unconstitutionally b^un 
by tbe President of tbe United States." 

But although we have successfully maintained the 
liberty of speech and of the press, tbe sanction given by 
tbe war to executive usurpations ; and the thlnt for con- 
quest and glory, which it has stimulated, are destined to 
exert a durable and disastrous influence on the Republic. 
There are also other political evils resulting from the war, 
which merit consideration. Tbe nation, which at tbe 
commencement of hostilities was free from debt, is now 
burtheneil with a load of pecuniary obligations. To 

* We quote these militkr; ebnlUtioiM, from the N«wa|Mipen 
of the d»j. 
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lelieve onraelvea of this load, it will be neceasaiy for 
many years, to impose heary duties upon imports; and 
these duties are in fkct, taxes upon the necessaries aiid 
comforts-of life ; not the less real for being indirect and 
nnperceived by the consumera. Our national vanity is 
flattered by the fact, that the certificates of our debt are 
noir selling in Europe. It seems not to be recollected 
that our debt la thus transferred to foreigners, who, instead 
of our own ddzens, are hereafter to receire from the 
natitmal treasury, botli principle and interest. Great 
Britain could not support, for a ungle year, the payment 
even of the interest of her debt, did it not find its way 
into the pockets of her own subjects, whence it is again 
returned in taxes to the Oovemment. Just in proporUoo 
as our debt is due abroad, the more onerous ia it to 
ourselves. 

When we reflect on the vast extent given to our 
Empire by the recent conquests — the peculiar character 
of the conquered people who are to be invested with the 
privil^es of American citizens — the bitter sectional feel- 
ings already engendered by the questioo respectiog the 
extension of slavery over these regions — tbe diversity of 
interests that will exist between the Atlantic and Pacific 
States, and the perpetual struggle for inaetery which roust 
prevail between a powerful yeomanry, dependii^ on their 
own industry, and a landed aristocracy eupport^d by some 
millions of serfs, surely we have cause to apprehend 
much irritation, civil dissenuons, and the ultimate disruption 
<rf the Union. 

We presume not to lift the Teil that coneeak the future ; 
^ut if the declaration, that "Wherewithal a man snnetb, 
1^ the aanM also shall he be punished," be applicable to 
nations as well as to individuals, we cannot doubt that the 
eonquests which now swell onr nationid pride iriJl prove 
Boonrges to humble it. 
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CHAPTER XX2II. 

MORAL mis OF THB wxa. 

Tbi maEgnant as well as the benevolent afieelxms oi oor 
natnre are Btrengthened by exercise. A volunteer, de- 
scriUng in a letter bis sensations wi first going into battlOi 
mentions that on discharging his musket, he was harassed 
with the fear that he might possibly kill somebody ; but 
that after a while he became as eager ae others in tbe 
work of death. 

From the commencement of hostilities, the pabUc was 
almost daily served by the newspapers with details <^ 
batties, and bombardments, and mangled corpses, and all 
the varieties of human gofering caused by war : 

" Bo;s and girls. 
And women, thmt would groan to «e« ■ ohild 
Pnll off an uueot'a 1^>, all read of war — 
The best amnaement of oar morning meal t 
And all are learned, fluent, atMolats, 
And technical, in Tietories and defeats. 
And all the dainty terms for fratrioide; 
Terms which ire tnindic gmoothly o'er our tongUM, 
Like mere abstractions— -^mptj aoonds, to whleh 
We give no feeling and attach no form. 
As if the soldier died withont a wouiid — 
As if the fibres of this godlike frame 
Vere gored without a pang — as if the irretdt 
Who fell in battle, doing bloody deedi, 
Psss'd off to Heaven, tranalsted, and not kUls^- 
As though he had no wifto to pine for Um, 
So Oad to Jndc*." 
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^is constant fsmtliaiity wilii human suffering, auteai of 
awakening aympatby, has roused into action the vilest 
passions of our nature. We have been taught to ring our 
bells, and illuminate our windows, and let off fireworks, as 
manifeatations of our joy, when we have heftrd of great 
min, and devastation, and misery, and death, inflicted by 
our troops upon a people who never injured us, who 
never fired a ihot on our soil, and who were utterly in- 
capable of acting mi the offensive gainst us.* Nor wbs 
our exultation at the flow of Mexican blood repressed by 
the recollection that American blood flowed with it. Our 
n^fabors, and friends, and countrymen, by thousands, 
f^ in battle, or wasted in the noisome hospital — but their 
■nfferiogs exdted almost as little thought and compassion 
BS those of the Mexicans. The naljoa had gained glory, 

* Says an able writer ; " American gentlemen, hnabanilB and 
Ibthera, send an arm^ to collect n debt nora some Mexican clii«f- 









jentlemen gaide these gans, and bindle these 
fires of hetl. Mothers and daughters S; Bhrleking through the 
RtreetB, and their manoted limbs are buried beneath the rnins 
of their dwellinea. These ahella eiplude in infant nuneriea, 
bj the bedside of langnfahing disease, in parlors of refinement 
and pitty. Lndies hsTe limb torn from limb by the balls which 
American gentlemen fire. A large party of ladies, in the terror 
of that awfal bombardment, fly to the cellar of one of the most 
costly stone mnnsidns, hoping there to find refnge from these 
sngioea of destmction vnlch have demolished many of their 
dtretlings, and by a bloody death bereaved tbem of many of their 
dearest n-iends. Thethnnders of the bombardment, the crash 
of the exploaione of bomb-ahella, the shrieks of the dying, pierce 
the darkness of the cellar, and excite to a freni; of terror tlie 
trembling females there. A ebell falls upon the roof of the 
house, descends into the cellar, bnd explodes ; and the timbs of 
these mothers and maidens, mangled and gory, are driven into 
the walla. And this is ionoraile warfare— this is Cirislian. war- 
fare — and the result of such soenea is the subject for civic re- 
joioing, bonfires, and illuminations i And respectable men, hu- 
mane men, men who sit at the table of Jesna Christ as his dis- 
dplea, who publish papers to gnide the world to Christian f^I- 
iuSB and practices, oonaider t^s a very snilaUe way of oollect- 
ingdebta?' . 
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and would gain land ; and poliliuans seemed anzioua to 
gain popularity by riTalling each other in esuldng shouts. 
Aiaa, in very many iostances those shouts proceeded 
from the same lips which denounced the war as uncon- 
idtudonal, unjust, and a national crime 1 

The stru^lea between the convictions of conscience 
and the aspiratioaB for popular favor, led others beudea 
the Whigs into strange and almost ludierous contradic- 
tions. 

We have heard much of late yeats, from a certain daaa 
of philanthropists, of the inviolability of human life ; and 
societies have been organized for ths abolition of capital 
puoishment. Life was a boon granted by the Deity, 
which could rightfully be taken only by the Giver. All 
this was very well, as applied to American felons; but to 
extend it to Mexican men, women, and children, guiltleaa 
of crime, was, of course, to give " aid and comfort" to 
the enemy. Hence was seen, in one of our lai^est cities, 
the singular spectacle of a pre^dent of an anti-ca[»tal' 
punishment society pre^diog over a large and fero^ioua 
war meeUog. The president of another similar so<»etj, a 
prominent politician, accepted and discharged the vety 
GOnustent duty of presenting a complimentary sword to a 
popular general. 

That portion of the publie press which supported the 
war has, in many instances, been instrumental in difiirang 
throughout the community most imjnous and ferocious 
sentiments. It was, of course, the policy of the dominant 
party to excite the pas^ona of the people against Mexico, 
to encourE^ admiration for military prowess, and to re- 
press all compassion for those we were slaughtering aod 
plundering. Heaue, many of the war journals apparently 
labored to pervert the moral sense of the community, and 
to insult and ridicule those religions feelings which were 
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natonllf shocked bj the chaneter and erentt of tho 

A few quotations will itlnstrate these remu-ks. Mr. 
Polk, as we have aeea, while devastating Mexico, was at 
all times nghing for peace. His presses teemed whh the 
most hratal plans for " conquering peace." 

" We must now," siud one of them, " destroy the ci^ 
of Mexico, level it with the earth on which it stands, serve 
Puebls, Perote, Jalapa, Saldllo, and Monterey in the 
same way, and then morease oar denuuids till we iataat on 
the peipetual possession of the Castle of Juan d'Ulaa, as 
a key to the commerce of the Oulf of Mexico. This 
course would save hundreds of lives. Occupy all the 
seaports on the Quif and the Pacific for rerenoe for the 
payment of the expenses ot the war. Such a course 
would compel the Mexicans to sue for peace." 

htid another : " tJnless we distress the Mexicans, cany 
destruction and loss of life to every fireside, and vaaka 
them feel a rod c^ iron, they will not respect us." Mr. 
Polk's own organ, the (^dal Union, declared : " Our 
work of subjugation and conquest must go on Tai»dly 
and with augmented force, and, as far as posnble,'at the 
expense of Mexico herself. ' Henceforth, we must seek 
PEAOB, and compel it by inflicting on our enemies all the 
evils of war." 

These barbarons sentiments, which were rife through 
the land, were a^ravated in atrocity by the lying pretext 
on which they were nrged. We, an invading foe, were 
to murder by wholesale, and level cities to the earth, to 
procure a peace that was ours the moment we ceased to 
assail the Meiictuis. Did we choose to recal our armies, 
we well knew our enemy had no means of revenging the 
wrong we had done her. Mexico was fighting solely in 
self-defence, and the only peace we deured, the only 
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peace we were read; to cooqner, wss the oetsion of the 
territory for which w« had oommenced the war. 

Not only were the general precepts of justice and 
bumaiiity thai set at defiance, but pains seemed to be 
taken to attract public admiration forsncb acts of ferodty 
and impiety as were calculated to nourish the war spirit. 
A silly ehild of eleven years was stud to have written a 
letter to one of the Oenerala, asking to be employed 
against the Mexicans, and boasting that he had money 
enough to buy a pair of putoti and a dagger ; and the 
epistle of this little boy was paraded in the papers, headed 
"THE aioBT KIND or apmiT." Anecdotes of officers, 
which, if true, could not fiul to disgust all who reverence 
the awful realitJes of ChriatJaoity, have been loudly 
trumpeted as inataoces of American patrio^m and hero- 
ism. Thus we have had an account of a caplun mortally 
wounded, and just eignring. " The whole of his lower 
jaw, with a part of his tongue and palate, b shot away by 
a grape shot ; he communicated his thoughts by writing 
on a slate. He does not desire to lire. He concluded 
on answer to some inquiries concerning the battle trf the 
Otb. by writing ' vx gave the Mexiaau hell!'" These 
words so peculiarly horrible, as uttered by a dying man, 
became with a certam class a slang phrase, and to pra 
the Mexicans hell, seemed to be the glorione privilege, as 
well as duty, of American Christians. A Mississippi 
paper adopted it, with a blasphemous addition : — " By 
some mistake a piece of poetry headed ' Song of the 
Sword,'* appears on our firet page. It seems that in our 
absence, when, it may be, the boys were out of copy, this 
song was selected to 611 up a place. We never saw it 
till it was too late to make the coneotion. It does iu>t 

having no ■JlnaioD to tliU 
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express onr aentnaents. It b Whiggi^ and rery bad 
poetry withal. We go for ginng the Heiicaiu hill, 
vhether ChriBt be our guide or not." 

Under the cap^on, " nobue uploit," we are told of a 
soldier loortally wounded, remonstraliag gainst being 
carried off the field, exclaiming, " be was a dead man, and 
damned if be did not want to kill some of tiiem." 

Some comment having been eioit«d by certain profane 
expresetoos, untruly we hope, allied to have escaped 
from General Taylor, in the heat of battle, a New Or- 
leans paper rephed : " It is a paltry afiebtation in any odo 
who knotra the Qeneral, to pn^eod to be shocked at 
what was related of Mm at Bueoa Vista. It is a mere 
ifham fot the benefit of puiitanioal aonls, who do their 
damning after a more ecoQooucal formulary, than is 
generally used in the field. The words came out of 
General Taylor's month, and were no doubt as acceptable 
to heaven as the roaring of the cannon which belched 
fort^ death, and strewed the earth with slaughter." 

The few instances we have cited (and they might be 
multiplied indefiaitely), indicate the baneful inflomces to 
which puUic opinion has been exposed, through th« 
efforts to create and maintan a war spirit in the com- 
munity. 

The Church has, in some few oases, united in this un- 
holy work, oi coiTupdng public opinion. The pulfut has 
occasiooalty uttered its benedicttons on the Meiican iu- 
vauon; and nunisters of Christ, \ij jcioing in miUtaiy 
foneal pageants, have girtm tlie sanction of the raligiMi 
tb^ profeMod, to the cause in which the deceased pen*h' 
ad. On mat ot these occasions twmow have been d*- 
^end, braathii^ little of ti» sjaritof th« Priaceflf Enace. 
Hen who had lost tlMtt lives iu tfca act <^ VCilu)ri«n^ 
carrying fire and sword into a foreign country, have been 
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beld forth to the admiration of their caantryineii, as 
having ftillen in the dtKharge of duty. But these reve- 
rend patriots omitted to instruct their audience, that the 
Heucans who fell in thp act of defending their wives and 
children, were no less obedient to the cummands of duty 
than the American volunteer ; nor did they avul them- 
selves of the opportunity to draw the obviouB inference 
that, as both Americane and Mexicans were but discharg- 
ing th^r duty in killing each other ; mutnal slaughter is 
' an acceptable sacrifice to the common Father oi all, and 
in accordance with the precepts of the Divine Redeemer. 
Some of the clergy very consistently reduced to practice 
the doctrines they taught. Thus we had the announce- 
ment in a St. Louis paper, of " a baptist preachxk 
KILLED iH BA1TLK," with an enlogy on his patriotism. The 
Ntw OrleoM Pieayrme thus noticed another officer of the 
Church militant : — " A company of about ninefy men 
arrived here yesterday from the parishes, under the com- 
mand of the Rev. Richard A. Stewart, as capttun. Cap- 
tiun Stewart is a worthy clergyman, of the Methodist 
persuasion, who allows nothing to prevent his discharge 
of that duty every citizen owes his country in the hour c£ 
peril ! " The Reverend Captain, it seems, so exerted 
himself in the hour of his country's peril, as to acquire at 
least that .honor which cometh from man ; for on his 
return from the wars, we again find him noticed in th« 
Pioayunt of February, 1848. In an account of a l^ylor 
meedng in New Orleans, it is said, "Mr. Stewart, of liter- 
ville submitted a resolnticn, nominating OenemI Zachaty 
Taylor as a candidate for the Presidency of the Uoited 
States. A member of the Convention rose to second tba 
resolution, and siud, 'that as tbe mover might not ba 
known to all the Gonventioi], he would annousoe him t* 
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tfacRi as the Severend Colonel Stewart, of Iberrille, th« 
fighting cUrgymanr (immense applause.) " 

It b howerer due to justice to ackoowledge, and to ac- 
knowledge with gnititade, that the sacred office has rarely 
been desecrated hj a vindication of the Mexican war ; and 
^t in nonierous instances eccle»astical bodies and indi- 
vidual pastors have, with Christian boldness and fidelity, 
exposed and denounced its wickedness. Kor was oppo- 
udon to the war confined to the clerical profession. The 
whole nligitm* community, especially at the North, were, 
with few exceptions, nnanimous in reprobating it ; and 
indeed, had it not been for the aeta and efforts of poli- 
ticians, o( men striving to keep the offices they had, and 
others striving to gun the offices they wanted, the great 
mass ot the people would hare regarded the war with 
abhorrence. 

The moral sense of the nation was, moreover, impaired 
by the senlimeiit indnatriously cultivated by the politidans 
ot both parties — " Our conntry, right or wrong." Thia 
sentiment was of coarse intended to vindicate each party, 
for the support it gave to the war, by inunuating that 
devotion to country is more imperative than moral obli- 

Tbe war ha* also had a moat unhappy influence in' 
bmiliariitng the public ear to fnUehood, and under ctr- 
cnmslances tending to divest the mn of much dl its vile- 
nesa. Falsehood was dignified, both by the magnitude 
and importance of the objects it wns mtended to promot«, 
and by the elevated position of those who condescended 
to use it as an instrument. 

It was one of the lamentations of the Prophet, that 
" truth has fallen in the streets ;" and in our days, the 
Uwdcan war has caused her to be trampled in the dtut, 
not only in the streets of Washington, bnt in every h%h- 
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\ny tUroughout the republic. The Uessage of Mr. Ft^k 
(Dec. 1846), in vindication of tlie war, has been t«niied 
"a pyramid of mendacity". It would occupy too much 
' space to examine in detail the various materials c^ this 
vast structure, we will merely give a few specimens which 
the attenUve reader of the preceding pages will be quali- 
fied to analyze for himeelf. 

" The existing war with Mexico was neither detired nor 
provoked by tbe United States ; on the contraiy, all htm- 
orcAle m€<mi mere reaorUd to to avert it. Alter years C^ 
endurance of aggravated wrongs on our part, Mexico, in 
violation of solemn treaty stipolations commeitead hosUli- 
tjes.aod thusbyherownact/orceithe war uponus. Long 
before the advtuce of our army to the left bank of the 
Bio Grande, we had ample cause of war agunst Mexico ; 
and, hod the United States resorted to this extremity, m 
might have appealed to the whole i^vilised world for tbe 
justice of our cause." "The wrongt which we have std' 
fiered from Mexico almost ever since she became an indepen- 
dent power, and the patient «tuJKntnc»>witli which we have 
borne (hem, ore tmf&out a poraZM m &e hi»toryt£ia.aAera 
dvilised nations." "The annexation d Texas to dia 
United Slates constituted no just cause of ofi^tee to 
Mexico." "Whilst occupying his (General Taykn-'s) 
position on the east bonk of the Rio Grande within th$ 
limit* of Texas, then recently admitted as one of the State* 
of our Union, tbe Commanding- General of the Hexicsn 
forces, who, in pareuonce of tbe orders of his Government, 
bad coUecl^ a large army on the opposite shore of ths 
Bio Grande, crossed tbe river, invaded ow temlory, and 
oammraced boatiUties by attadaag our forea." " Every 
luuorable effort hat been used by me to avoid the war 
that followed ; but all have proved vain. Al 
to preseiTe peace have been met by iiisnlt and t 
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on the part of Mexico." " This mr bM not bees mgad 
with a view to conquest," tbc, Ac 

With a reckleaa consistency mrely paraUeled, he u- 
DouBced to Congress on the 6th of July, 1848, that " the 
war in which our countiy was BiLuouHTLr inrolTsd in 
the nxcsssABT Tindicaticm of the national rights and hooto', 
has been terminated." 

The fictjons of Mr. Polk were ratented by his party 
with all the gravity of uncere beUef. The Whigs in Goo- 
greas, wiUi a few honorable exceptions, pursued a different 
policy. They fearieasly confessed that the war for 
which they voted was unnecessary and unjust, a war of 
sggresuon and not of defence ; and that the assertion in 
behalf of which they enrolled thur names in an enduring 
reoord, that the war existed " by the act of Mexico" waa 
r ALsa. To excuse their conduct, they also had tAetr fiction. 
They voted to raise fifty thousand men, for the purpose <f 
rescuing Qeneral Taylor and his httle aimy from capture 
by the Mexicans I 

The fdsehoods respecting the Mexican war, cfuned in 
Washington, became a circulating medium throughout tbo 
country. They were found m almoet every official d» 
Bpatch ; they were uttered through the press ; they wera 
passed as genuine by Governors in their meisi^es, nod by 
Legislatures in thdr resolves. Who shall estimate the 
injury done to the morality of the natjon by this wide- 
spread contempt for truth? The example of men etm- 
spiououB for talents, influence, and station, must be ope- 
rative for good or for evil. " When the righteous are in 
authority the people rejwee ; but when the wicked bear 
rule, the people mourn." It has been well sud that truth 
and the confidence it inspires, is the basis of human society, 
and that enx)r is the source of erery iniquity. How de- 
plorable, then, that the love of truth and abhonenoe of 
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AlhAood Bhodld b« woltened by tbe autlmritf and exam- 
ple of those in high places ! But with this subject are 
connected conaderatkxiB more momentouB than any that 
belong to tbi« transitory scene ; — we are all soon to eater 
upon an endleea ezistence in a wofld in which soitow and 
fidt^ood are alike unknown, or in a place from wlucb joj 
and truth are for ever banished. 

Bmely, among the awful respcm^bilities resting upon 
the authors and Bnpport«(s of the Uencwi war, will be 
inolnded the ctHmplicm of public opinioo and the depia- 
TClion erf pnbUo morala to wlucb it baa given iArOi. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 



Hatino taken a retrospeot of the pecuniary, political, 
and moral sacrifices made hj the American people, in the 
ynr they have waged agunat Mexico, let ns next inquire 
what equivBleats they have received. It is difficult to ima- 
gine any wliich are not included in the Tekbitokz and the 
Olokt the; hftve acquired. The value of theae acquid- 
tieas, we proceed to examine. 

It appears from a document l«d before Congress from 
the War Department and Land Office, that the alleged 
limibi of Texas embrace 326,520 square miles ; and 
those rf New Mexico and Califbmia, as ceded by treaty, 
£20,078 more, njakti^ a grand total (^ 8fil,6BO square 
ndles. It is only by o^npariaon that we can form an 
adequate idea of the extent of this prodigious area. The 
state of New York coutains less than 50,000 square 
milee ; of course the additim made to our possessions is 
equal to seveuleen times the extent of the Empirt Stale. 
It is four times the eise of France, and fire times that of 
I^Min.* 

Texas, it is trtie, ynm acquired l^ other means than open 
war. Bnt no less (ban 125,530 sqaare milee, iBohided with- 
in bar asBoaed boimdaries, rightfully brionged to Mexico, 
and on* title to them is founded, not oa her cltum, but on 
coaquest, confirmed by the treaty of peace. Addbg this 
tsRitwy ta Uiat of New Hexioo and CaHforaia, we. have 
* See Americsn Almanse fbi 1S12, p. 270. 
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661,591 square milea, about one haJf d all that was left 
to Mexico, after the revolt of Texas, as the BjxnlB of war. 
Such was "the magnniiimouB forbearance exhilHted to- 
wards Mexico," of which Mr. Folic thought proper to 
boast in his Message to the Senate commimicatiiig the 
treaty which ceded to us this vast plunder. 

How far thia forbearance was m^nanimous depends, 
of course, on the motives which prompted it. We have 
already seen that the insurgents of Texas, after some hesi- 
talion, forbore to include California within its boundariea. 
The reason assigned for this forbearance had no reference 
to right and justice ; it was simply, that they had already 
taken as much as they wanted, and that more at present 
would be inconvenient. It is diEBcult to see wherein oar 
forbearance was more magnanimous than that of oar 
Texan brethren. We have taken precisely what we went 
to war to acquire ; and a territory from which thirteen 
large slave States could be carved, was sufficient to gjre 
the slave power an entire control of the Federal Goyem- 
ment. Mexico, moreover, is so enfeebled and despiMled, 
that all that is left may be absorbed by tiie mighty Ba- 
public, at any moment it may be deemed expedient to 
take possesion. 

But as Mexico was proetrated, and we might have an* 
nexed the whole Republic to our territory, waa it not 
magnanimous to pay her for what we did take ? It ia 
tme Mexico was prostrate, but she was not submisaTe. 
She could not redst our anna, but she could not be occu- 
pied and governed as American tenitory except by mili- 
tary force. The war was bacoming unpopular, and the Ad- 
ministration was tottering, the popular bnnoh of the 
National L^islatnre having declared against it It was 
doubtful whether Congress would furnish snppHes for 
new cmtqueata. But, in any event, aotldng more coold be 
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hoped from tlie farther protecntion of the irar than what 
had been already effected — the military occupation of 
Mexico. Such an occupation for a single year would coBt 
double or treble the sum we pmd the Mexicans. It waa 
obrHMuly wiser and cheaper to pay a moderate sum for a 
qnit-clum to the land we wanted, than to ccmtinue an 
expensive and dangerous litigation. la 4he prosecution 
of this litigation, we bod already expended 20,000 lives, 
and more than a hundred millions of dollars. Hence, the 
means of acquiring peaceable possession of the land we 
had taken was a matter of political and pecuniary calcu- 
lation, and the result affords but little proof (^ magnani- 
mity. 

The question, whether this territory is not worth aU it 
lias cost us, will be variously answered. By those who 
rc^rd slavery as the comer-stone of our political liberties, 
who behold in it a divine institution illustrative of the 
wisdom and benevolence of the Ddty, and an instrument 
by which those who possess it will be enabled to govern 
the whole Republic, and mould its poHcy for tbeir own 
interest, the acqui^tion of territory which it was expected 
would give to slavery an indefiwte extenuon, an assured 
perpetuity, and an overwhelming political preponderance, 
would of course be regarded as of priceless value. On 
the other band, Hie addition of this territory, should it be 
used for the purpose for which it was acquired, cannot 
but be regarded as a direful curse by all who believe 
slavery to be hostile alike to the will of God and the 
taappineas of man. We have had, in the preceding pages, 
most abundant proof that this territory would not have 
been acquired except with a view to the extension of 
slavery ; and it is therefore just and fair, in estimating its 
value compared with its cost, to keep in mind for what 
object that cost was inoorred. 
23* 



t, Google 



S70 REVIEW 07 THE MEXICAN WAR. 

The fdtnre is hidden trom our view, but &«re 19 little 
reason for doubting, that not only TeiaE, but all New 
Uexico, will for a long period be doomed to tlie ignor- 
ance, degradation, and misery, wbich are inseparable 
from human bondage. Events unexpected and utterly 
unforeseen, even at the conclusion of the war, have since 
occurred, whiij^ will probably exempt at least a portim 
of California from the curse of slavery. That portion, 
however, it is to be feared, will find another and a sore 
cuise in its recently-discoTered gold. The mineral wealth 
in which it is s^d to abound will be shared by a promis- 
cuous crowd from fordgn lands as well as our own dti- 
zens. The eager search for gold in the mines in which it 
is buried has ever been founil hostile to r^ular industry, 
and to haUts of virtue and frugality. We have cause to 
apprehend that the population which will be attracted to 
this region will not be of a character to strengthen our 
republican institutions, or in any respect to elevate our 
national character. 

But whatever may be the riches of tliese nunes, and 
whatever soay be the consequences resulting from them, 
it should be remembered that they formed no part of the 
motives which prompted the war — no part of the estim- 
ated value of the territories we have seized. The true 
question to be solved in this discusuon is, did we pay, in 
blood, and treasure, and in the moral and political evils 
resulting from the war, a higher price than the territories 
were at the time supposed to be worth to us ? 

We had territory enough, as has already been shown, 
for unborn generations; and, with the esception of the 
extension of slavery, no plausible motive could be urged 
for the acquitdtion. No president would have dared to 
negoUate a treaty of cession at the price of one hundred 
I, nor would any Senate have bad the hardihood to 
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ntify so preposterous a treaty, bad it been madq. Kor 
ifl it conceivable that Meiico would bare refused so mi^' 
nificent and prodigal an offer, had it been made. We 
hare seen that Mr. Polk offered through Slidell t25,000,> 
000 for the very territory for which the country has paid 
at least five times that amount in money, in addition to 
blood, misery, and crime. 

The Port of Saint Francisco was the only portion of 
the aoqnired territory which we needed, as being caaren* 
' ient to our commerce in the Pacific ; and that might 
doubtless have been acquired by friendly iiq[otiatio& at • , 
moderate price ; or a right of deposit seoored by tnatyt 
without ooat 
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Hi whoM wUdcm and benevolence are alike infinite, has 
taught us not to seek that glory which cometh from nuui, 
, and baa assnred us, that " that which is highly esteemed 
among men, is an abomination in the sight of Qod." If 
we belicTe the record which God has givea <rf' himEel^ 
we must be constrained to admit that, of all the objects 
of human ambition and of human admiration, none can be 
more abominable in lus s^bt than iuutart olokt. Such 
gloiy is founded on bravery, skill, and succesH, in caning 
the misery and death of- our fellow-men. It is wholly 
independent of the moral character of the cause in which 
it is acquired. The soldier is by general consent absolved 
from all resi>on^bility for the cruelty, injustice, and wick- 
edness of his employers. Whether he fights for liber^ 
or slavery — to defend his own 'country or to pinnder an- 
other — his glory resta upon his bravery, skill, and sue- 
cess, in subduing and slanghtering bis enemies. 

Bravery is on animtd quality, very common among all 
nations, and its possession has never been confined to the 
wise and good. Were hoooi to be awarded to the bravest, 
the most atrocious villains would not unfrequently bear 
the palm. Indeed, few military exploits can, in a scornful 
recklessness of life, compare with the assassination of 
Henry the Fourth. What General has, like Ravilliac, 
coolly and dispassionately welcomed an inevitable, horri- 
Ue and shameful death. Mere bravery is no more en- 
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tilled to praiee than any other animal quality, and ha 
exercise ia often indicative of the vilest pasaioBa, and » 
BOttbh indiffereDce to a future state. The bravery ot tb* 
acJdier aioid the ezcitemeut of the batLle field, sliinulatect 
by fear of ehame, and tlia hope of rewud, b p^ and 
lustreless compared with that devotion to dvtj which tri- 
nmphs over pain, and danger, and life ittelf. "I ga 
bound in the spirit unto Jerosi^ni," said the Apo«Ue, 
" not knowing the things that shall befall me there, save 
that the Iloly Ohost wibiesseth in every city, saying that 
bonds and sfSictitms aUde me. But niHie ot these thii^ 
move me, neither conat I my fife dear to myself." 

Military skill, of course, arises from experience and in- 
atrucUon combined with natural talent, and, even wbea 
carried to the highest possible perfection, afibrds no gna* 
nuitee for the presence of a single virtne. Bravery and 
military sldll, as well as infamy, are associated with tbe 
memory of Benedict Arnold. Bat success is essential to 
military glory. The warrior is crowned <Hily by the hand 
ol victory. Tet hei* gifts are often dispensed without 
regard to the bravery and skill oi the recipient, and we - 
have seen Iwr permitting one of the most distinguished of 
ber favorites, after leading half a million of veterans to 
Rusua, secure his personal safety by a sudden ffight in 
the lught season, and under cover of a borrowed name ; 
and we have seen this same favorite, after wielding the 
most potent sceptre ever grasped by man, wearing oat 
his days in an Island-prison. 

The American army, famished with all the appliances 
of war which whence, and art, and wealth could supply, 
guned a series of uninterrupted victories over a natJOD 
with a small, feeble, and sparse population, but little re: 
moved from semi-barbarism, withoiit conunerce, withont 
arte, without money, and withqnt ?rp4it- Now, tt|e hia- 
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twieal tact, that these vicbwies have been achieved hy 
the braTery end sUll of the Americfui fwces, constitntea 
the OLORT which is regarded by some, as an ample com- 
pentation fw all the misery and vickednesB resulting from 
the war 1 This glory gives no food to the hungry, no 
raiment to the naked, and adds nothing to the wisdc»n, 
virtue and comfort of the American people. We are 
assured, however, that it will give us peace and security 
by deterring agression. All history bears testimony to 
the utter futility of such an ezpectatioD. Military giory 
ever renders its possessor arrogant and intolerant, and 
others jealous and vindictive. Powerful mar^al nations 
are those which enjoy the least peace ; assailing others, 
if not asBuled themselves. 

Let us listen to the peans of triumph as chants on tlie 
floor of the United States Senate by General Cass: " Our 
flag has become a victorious standard, borne by marching 
columns over the hills and valleys, and through the cities 
and towns and fields of a powerful (!) nation, in a career 
of success of which few exampUa can be fowtd in ancient 
or modem warfart." After givbg the dates of twenty- 
Oght victories, he excjums, " If we recwded 9ur history 
upon atone, as was done in the primitive ages of the 
vorid, we should engrave this series of glorious deeda 
upon tables of marble. Bat we shall do better ; we shall 
engrave it upon oar hearU, and we shall commit it to the 
custody of the press, whose monuments, frwl and feeble 
as they appear, are more enduring than brass or marble, 
than Blatues or pyramids, or the proudest monuments 
weoted by human iiands. Let TaaAvmjAUanthropittsttXk. 
as they please, tfas instinols of nature are truer than the 
doctrines they preach. Military reuown is one of the 
great elements of national strength, as it is one of the 
|>Tondest sources of gnttiGcation to every nrnn who loves 
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bn comUy, and dearea to Bee her occupy & dutingiiiihed 
pootioD unoiig the lulioiu of the earth."* 

It seeins nofortunate for the honor and gloiy of oar 
eottntry tliat our militaiy operationa are conducted oq a 
Idl^pntian scale, and our militaiy renown is so rery cheapljr 
acquired. The trophies gained in our Mexican war, even 
if engraven on marble, would look exceedingly diminutiTe 
compared to some, which, however the Qenera] may sup- 
pose to the ooatrary, are really recorded in the history of 
modem warfare. Had it berai the General's good fortune 
to belong to " the Grand Army," his patriotic heart would 
have swelled with stilt prouder gratification, while litten^ 
ing at AnsterUtz, to the glowing applause of his Elmperor : 
" SoliKers I I am content with you ; yon have covered 
your eaglet with immorlAl glory. An army of one hun- 
dred thousand men, commanded by the Emperors of Rns- 
ua and Austria, have been, in less than four hours, cut to 
]Heces and dispersed — forty stand of colors — the stuid- 
ards of the imperial guard of Rusda — one hundred and 
twenty pieces of cannon, twenty Generals, and more than 
thirty thousand prisoners, are the results of this day, for 
ever celebrated. Henceforth you have no longer any 
rivals to fear." With what de%ht would be bare drank 
in the glorious story, related to the army on entering 
Berlin: "Soldiers — the forests, the defiles of Franconia, 
the Saale and the Elbe, which your fathers had not bra- 
versed in seven years, you have traversed in seven days, 
and in this interval yon have fought four fights, and one 
|dtched battie. You have sent the renown of your vic- 
tories before you to Potsdam uid to Beriin. You have 
made Kxty thousand priaoneni, taken sixty-five standards, 
six hundred pieces of cannon, three fortresses, and more 
than twenty Generals. Andyetnearlyonehalf of your^pM 
• CoDK. Olobe, JkunBry 6th, 1S4B. 
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Dot lUTiDg fir«d aabol. All theproviocts of thePmsuas 
monarchy, as far as the banks of the. Oder, wiU be in yaat 
power." At Friedlaad, bis soul would have been " satis- 
fied as with fat thiogs," aa the address of the hero fell upon 
his ears. " Soldiera — in ten days you have taken one 
hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, seven standards, 
killed, wounded, or captured, sirty thousuid Russian pri- 
soners ; taken from the enemy all its hospitals, all its 
uagamneB, all its ambulances, tbe fortress of Konigsbui^, 
the three hundred vessels that were in tbe port laden wi^ 
every species of munitions, and one hundred and astf 
thousand muskets that England had sent to arm our 



Tbe vast amount of glcoy and misery detailed in these 
addresses, afibrds a significant comment on " the instinota 
of nature," and the pacific doctrines (^ " modem philaar 
t^ropisla." 

Military renown, the Senator tells us, 'a one of the 
greatest elements of national strength, and the proudesi 
source of gradOcation to every man who loves his coun- 
tiy, and de«res to see her occupy a distinguished poBili<m 
among tbe nations of the earth. The first asserticm is 
contradicted by history, and ^ latter by the declaratioos 
of thousands and tern of thousands of men, whose virtus 
and benevolenoe are unquestioned. If military renown 
ever belonged to any people, the pretnous boon was en- 
joyed by the French under Suonaparte. Yet France was, 
at that very time, bleeding and agonizing at every pore, — 
her tionuneroe destroyed, — ber manufactures languishing, 
her Lberties cmsbtid, ber young men dragged by the con- 
scription from the paternal hearth, and offered a bloody 
sacrifice on the altar of personal ambition ; and finally 
this same great element of national strength consigned 
tbe nation to the eutlody of a foreign army, and its mighty 
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emperor, to a lonely rock. It was on that rock, and 
while brooding over his falleo greatness, that tbis scourge 
of Europe uttered the memorable words, " 7^ lovt of 
glory is like the bridge which SaUm threw over ehaot, to 
pats from Hell to ParadUt." like that fabled struc- 
ture, it has indeed furnished to " woes unnumbeTed," a 
ready entrance into our unhappy world. In losing her 
hero, and her glory, France parted with her sorest 
^aguee ; and humbled in her pride, and despoiled <iS her 
conquests, she enjoyed for a series of years, a degree of 
pe«ce, o<»nfort, and prosperity to which she had been « 
Stranger from the fonudatioQ oi her mtnarchy. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

FATRIOnSlf. 

iMMBDiAnLT after the ezpuUoa of die Peruana from 
Greece, the fleeta of the States in alhance with Athene, 
were coHected in a neighboring port. ThemistocIeB ap- 
peared in the Atheman AeBembly, and announced that he 
had a plan for Eecuring the power and glory of Athens ; 
but, that secrecy being essential to its success, he could 
not make it public, and asked for instructions. He was 
autliorized to communicate it to Aristides, and, with his 
approbation, to put it in execution. The latter, on learn- 
ing the plan, reported, that nothing could posuhly omi- 
duce more to the grandeur and prosperity of Athens, but 
nothing could posubly be more unjust. The Assembly, 
without inquiring into particulars, ordered that the plan, 
whatever it was, should be abandoned. Which party 
displayed the purest patriotism — the Assembly, which re- 
fused to augment tike power <rf the Republic by an act of 
injustice, or the illustrious scoundrel wha proposed ren- 
dering hia country the mistress of Qreece by firing the 
assembled fleets of her allies ? Should the question be 
decided by the sentiment so generally adopted by a 
christian people, " our country right or wrong," the de- 
cision would be adverse to the pagan Athenians. Bnt 
perhaps it will be said, that the sentiment is intended to 
apply only in a stale of war, and that it is only after a 
declaration of hostilities that we are bound to support 
and vindicate the acts and pretensions of the Ooveminent, 
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however villAinous. It is not eaaj to understand, how 
tiie act of a King or a Coogresa ran dissolve those obli- 
gations of troth, justice, and mercy which the Creator 
has imposed upon all his creature*. Yet the violation 
and contempt of those obligations, for the supposed in- 
terests of the public seem by many to be r^arded as 
the test of patriotism. 

Few virtues are more universallf professed, few are 
more imperfectly apprehended, and few are more rarely 
practised, than patriotisw. From the time of Absalom 
to the laat electioneering meeting, patriotic professions 
have been the cheap materials from which demagogues 
have attempted to construct their fortunes. 

Counterfeits imply an original. There tt such a virtue 
as patriotism, acknowledged and inculcated by both nntn- 
lal and revealed religion ; and it is but a develt^ment of 
that benevolence which springs from moral goodness. To 
do good unto all men as we have opportunity, is an in- 
junction invested vrith divine authority. Generally our 
alnlity to do good is confined to our fiimiUes, neighbors, 
and countrymen ; and the natural promptings (tf our 
hearts lead us to select these in preference to more dis- 
tant objects, for the subjects of our kind offices. Our 
benevolence, when directed to our countrymen at large, 
ctmstitutes PATaioneu ; and its eiercise is as much con- 
trolled by the taws of morality, as ^hen confined to our 
neighbors or our families. A voice from Heaven has for- 
Indden us, "to do evil that good may come." The sen- 
timent, " our country right or wrong," is as profligate and 
impious as would be the sentiment, " our church, or our 
party, right or wrong." If it be rebellion {gainst God to 
violate his laws for the benefit of one individual, however 
dear to us, not less sinful must it be to commit a similar act 
tw the benefit of any number of individuals. If we may 
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not, in tdndness to the highwKyman, asdst him in robbing 
and mnrdering the traveller, what divine law permits us 
to aid any number of our own countrymen in robbing and 
murdering other people ? He who engages in a defen- 
sive war, with a fuU conviction of its necessity and justice, 
may be impelled by patriotism, by a benevolent desire to 
save the lives, and property, and rights of bis country- 
men. But, if he believes the war to be one of invasioii 
and conquest, and utterly nnjust, by takii^ part in it, ha 
aaemnes its guilt, and becomes responuble for its crimea. 
But soldiers, it is said, are bound to obey orders, with- 
out inquiring into thar morality. Where enlistments are 
Tolnntsry, this obligation is assumed, not imposed, and it 
may well be qnestioned, whether any man is at liberty to 
{ooroise nnqoatified obedience to others. But the obliga>- 
tion of the soldier, does not affect tbe duties lA the dti- 
sen. The latter is free from the promises of the former. 
The Government has declared a war of invawKi and 
conquest, one which the citisen belisves to be moot 
iniquitous — » be required by dnty, that is, by the com- 
mands ot Ood, voluntarily to aid the Government in 
prosecuting suoh a war, by the offer of bis moaej and 
services ? If he is, then idl people are under a divine 
obligation to aid thor respective Governments in all Uior 
wafs, however piratical, and waged for any purposOi 
however detestable. Such indeed, is the eentiment ad- 
vanced in the following Unee. 

" Stand then by thy conntrj's qoarrel. 

He shall w«ar lh« greeneat lanr«l. 

Who ahiJl grtalal xtat diaplaj " 
Here we have an American poet, who would exult in the 
massacre of Glencoe, sing peans to the Dulfe of Alva, 
and crown with the greenest laurels the butchers of the 
Allagenses. 



t, Google 



REVIEW OF THE ItBXtCAK WAK. SSI 

"Our couatiy right or wrong," is nbeUton againat 
the moral OoTemmeot of J«boTah, and treaaon to the 
cause of civil and religions liberty, ot joatica and 
humanity. 

Actions springing from mere ael&bneM, rarely com- 
mand the respect of mankind, and the patriotism that ia 
self-denying and costly, ia more hkely to be genuine than 
that which b lucrafiTe. Tried by this test, there b com- 
paratively but Kttle patriotism in the world. The dema- 
gogue, who echoes the clamor of the mob, and thua 
opens to himself an avenue to wealth and power, giTee a 
very inconclume proof of his patriotism ; while he whi^ 
in promoting what he believes to be the public weal, 
exposes himself to obloquy and loss, may reasonably be 
regarded as governed by disinterested motives. 

One of the moat universal of popular delu^ons, is that 
which awards patriotism to the soldier. But aoldiera 
frequently engage in wara in which their country has do 
interest whatever ; and, although military skill, and valor 
of a high order, have often been displayed by mercenary 
troops, they are surely not entitled to the meed of patri- 
otism. 

It is well-known, that multitudes adopt the military 
profesuoa as a livelihood, with the expectation of pay, 
promotion, and distinction. It is not obvious that in 
aelecting this profession, they are more influenced by a 
desire to do good to their country, than the lawyer, phy- 
ndan, divine, or mechanic. No class of men have in tbe 
history of the world, been more ready instrumenta of 
oppression, cruelty, and tyrany, than soldiers ; and 
scarcely ever have the liberties of a people been de- 
stroyed, but through their agency. Rarely, indeed, have 
the representatives of a people iMKivened In Senates or 
Parliaments, surrendered their rights to an usurper, except 
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when overawed and compelled b; milibuy force. Thai 
soldiers bare been governed b; a higb sense of patriotism 
it would be folly to deny, but still greater foUy to Affirm 
that such is genemlly the case. 

We are fond of dwelling on the patriotism of the sol- 
diers of the Revolution ; and yet we have high authority 
to prove that, in many instances, their claim to this virtue 
was exceedingly equivocal. Washington, in a Itmg lett«r to 
Congress, 24th September, 177S, gives a melancholy 
picture of the demoralization of the army : " Thirty or 
forty soldiers will desert st a time, and of late a practice 
prevails of a most alarming nature, and which will, if it 
cannot be checked, prove fotal both to the country and 
the army. I mean the infamous practice of plundering ; 
for under the idea of Tory properly, or property that may 
fall into the hands of the enemy, no man is secure in his 
effects, and scarcely in his person. In order to get at them, 
we have several instances of people being frightened out 
of thm bouses, under pretence of thur hoosea being 
ordered to be burned, and this ia done with a view (d 
aeiang the goods ; nay, in order thsi, the villainy may ba 
more effectually concealed, some bouses have already be«t 
burned to cover the theft I have used my utmost 
endeavors to stop this horrid practice ; but under the 
present lust after plunder, and want of laws to punish 
offenders, I might' almost as well attempt to move Mount 
Atlss.'' He then goes on to detail the difficulty he had, 
in getting u court-martial to convict an ojieer for stealing. 
AgMn, on the 3d May, 1177, he writes to Congress : "The 
desertionsfrom our army of Ute have been very rotuM^froi^" 
The same year, Adjutant-Qcneral Reed, writes to 
Congress : " When the harry of retreat or action made 
it difficult to go through the forms of trial, all restraints 
seemed to be broken through. A spirit of desertjon. 
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Gomnlice, plunder, and abnnking from du^, when attend- 
ed with fatigue or danger, prevniled but too generally 
through the whole army."* 

It is tme, a soldier perils his life ; but other men do 
tbe sane for money, without any refetenoe to the good of 
their couutry. SayB Washington, writing to Congreas, 
February 9tb, 1776: "Three tfainga prompt men to a 
regular dischai^ of thdr duty in time of aotioo — natural 
bravery, hope of reward, and fear c^ punishment. The 
two first are c<Hniaon to the nnmstructed and the disci- 
plined soldier ; but the latter most obvionsly distinguishes 
the one from the other. A coward, when taught to 
bebere that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons bis 
eolora, be will be pnaisbed with death by bis own party, 
will take bis chance against tite enemy." Washington was 
too well acquainted with human nature, and too much 
deroted to truth, to attribute mardal valor to patriotism. 
The patriotism <rf our soldiers in Mexico, is a nerer-failing 
topic of eulogy with our political asptraats ; but from a 
report of the Secretary of War, made 8tb April, 1648, it 
appears that the desertions in Uezico, up to the 31st 
December, 1847, so far as they could be aacertuned from 
GOtifesBedly very imperfect returns, amounted very neariy 
to five thousand, about ooe-nxteMith of the whole number 
of troops employed. The newspapers represent the de- 
serdona, in the early part of 1848, as very numerous. 

The records of history, as well as daily observation, 
teach us, that patriotism is as rarely the virtue of polili- 
eians as it is of soldiers. " To the victors belong the 
sptals," now the avowed maxim of American parties, 
reveals the true object of multitudes who are vociferous 
in their ptofessionB of devotion to the public interest; 
An active poHtii^an, who is not tb^ possessor or the 
■ Lift of Beed, L 240. 
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expectant of office, ia a personage rarelj to be found in 
our Republic. To puisue measures supposed to be 
popular, affords a very nncertun indication of virtuona 
motives. 

It seems impossible that soy candid peraon acquainted 
with the ori|pn and causes of the Mexican war, should in- 
sist that its necessity and justice were so palpable as to 
exclude all doubt : or that the assertion that the Mexicans 
commenced the war by invading the United States, and 
shedding American blood upon American soil, b sup- 
ported by such irrefragable testimony, that no well-in- ^ 
formed man can honestly deny its truth. Many of the 
democratic members of Congress, in their reproaches of 
the Whigs for voting for a war which they denounced as 
iitgust, declared meh a war to be the greatest of crimes, 
and those who prosecuted it, guilty of murder. Even 
Ur. Polk's organ thus abused the Whigs for* voting thanks 
to victorious Qenerals: — "None but the Whigs would 
think of rewarding men volunt«ering to fight in a war ub- 
coostitudonally commenced by one man, and prosecuted 
in contempt of national honor." Yet this same ready 
tool had been lavish of his charges of treason against all 
who opposed the war, whatever might be thor consueo- 
tious opinion of its character. But if an unjust warbe 
indeed a crime, involving its authors and abettors in the 
guilt of murder, it is m6st remarkable that not one Demo- 
crat in two successive Congresses, found his conscience 
bnrtbened with the momentous question, whether the 
Mexican war was or was not unjost ! Probably not two 
of these genttemen entertained precisely the same opinion 
on the great truths of scripture, yet not a solitary indivi- 
dual of the party saw aught but verities in Mr. Folk's 
messages ! Wh^ we remember the ^vendties of the 
human mind, and the complicated and contradictory tes- 
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timony ia relation to tii« origin of the war, and the wide 
difference of opinion respecting it, throughont the nadon, 
the nnanimous, unfttllering faith of these gentlemen is a 
moral phenomenon. Their faith, however, was counted 
to them, if not for righteousness, at least for obedience, 
and opened to many of them a visla to future office and 
power. Under such circumstances, their support of the war 
cannot be taken as irresiadble proof of their patriotism. 
Nor is the evidence of the patrioUsm of their opponents af- 
forded by their vote for an acknowledged falsehood, and 
tb«r grant of men and money to wage a war admitted to be 
iniquitous, of n more coucluuve character. The DemO' 
crate, according to the orthodox rule, showed their faith 
by their works, while the unbelieving Whigs rested 
their jnsdfication on thdr works alone. Denying the 
necesuty, expediency, and justice of the war, as well 
as the wisdom and integrity of Mr. Polk, they surren- 
dered to him the army and navy, with an additional force 
of £0,000 men, and all the money he desired, to cany 
fire and sword into Mexico, and to dismember that Re- 
public. To bare done all thb with a ungle desire to 
benefit their own country, would have been at least a 
very questionable benevolence, and a very ambiguoos 
patriodsm. 

Mr. Clay, the distinguished and beloved leader of the 
Whig party, in a public speech delivered iu Kentncky, 
declared that the preamble to the war hill, "Wisely 
attributed the commencement of the war to the act of 
Mexico." He then added — " / have no dmtbt of the pa- 
triotic motive* of those who, after struggling to divest the 
lifl (^ that flagrant error, found themselves constrained 
to vote for it ; bat I must say, that no earthly considerv 
tioQ would have ever tempted m« to vdEe for a faiU with a 
rALTABLK TAUEBOOD Stamped ou its face. Almost idol- 
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long truth, as I 60, I nerer, never could have voted Cor 
Uie tnll." Of coune, Mr. Clay's patriotism bo &r differs 
from that of the genllemen alluded to, that it caonot lead 
Am to sacrifice ibdth for the cause of hU country. He 
then goes on to remark, that the war of 1812, against 
Great Britain, was of a widely different character from 
the present, bring ajuit war, and so admitted by its op- 
ponents, who, from motives of policy, refused to support 
it, and that in consequence, " they lost, and justly lost 
the pubhc confidence," that is, they lost their political 
ascendency. He then osks the following very sign^cant 
ques^cm : " Has not the apprehension of a rimiiar fait, 
in a case widely different, repressed a fearless eipres^on 
of their real sentiments tn tome qfonr prtbUe men?" This 
interr<^;ator7 has all the force of an asser^on. lb ^1^ 
public men does he refer ? Surely not to. Mr. Polk and 
his party. His remarks irreustibly confine bis qnestioD 
to the " some " Whigs in Congress, who, from fear of 
losing their popularity, as the Federalbts had before done, 
voted fi>T the " palpable falsehood," the war and the sup- 
plies. If he intended to intimate, and on no other rappo- 
ation is hia language intelligible, that these Whigs voted 
as they did from tdJUh considerations, it is deeply to be 
lamented that a man almost idoliring truth, should have 
hazarded the declaration, that he had no doubt of th^ 
patriotus moiivet. We have already noticed the frank 
admisnon of the Americtm Bevieie, a Whig organ, that on 
this occadon the Whig membeia seemed more solicitors 
abont " pertonal popularity" thonfortbe cause of'TEUTH 

Aim RIOBT." 

Subsequent developments have abundantly confirmed 
the intimations of 3(r. Clay i&d of the Remets. It has 
been shown by the declarations of certain Whig membeia 
of Congress, published in the newspapers, that on the 
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d*y war wu declared, they were urged to vote for the 
1»11, OQ the grouod that " it would be bad }xiiey Us op- 
poae-the bill," and that thb opinion was supported b; a 
reference to the political fote of those who had opposed 
the war of 1812 gainst Great Britain. In a deliberate 
consent to sacrifice the peace of the country, to squander 
its treasures and its blood, and to trample under foot both 
truth and justice, from considerations of party policy, and 
•for the purpose of acquiring personal popnlarity, and with 
it, office and its emoluments, it is not eaey to detect those 
"patriotic moUvet" which Mr. Clay very courteously and 
andoublingly attributes to the Wh^ members who voted 
for the war. 

On the 18th May, 1846, Congress voted that " By th» 
act of the Itepublic of Mexico, war existed between that 
Republic and the United States." On the 31st January, 
1848, n new House of RepresenlAtives voted, that tUs 
same war was " unoonstitutioaally and unnecessarily be- 
gun fry the Prendmt of the United Statei." In the 
^rmotive of this latter vote, we find recorded the namea 
of fifteen Whig Members who had belonged to the lat« 
bouse, imd whose namea are also recorded in the affirma- 
tive of the former vote. The last declaration, however 
truthful, was no doubt couNdered equally good policy 
with the first, inasmuch as a preudenUal election was 
approachii^, and it was expedient to throw odium on the 
rival party, and on Mr. Pdk its acknowledged head. 

One of the gentlemen who voted for ioth declaratiooa 
thus expressed his opinion of thia self-same war : " En- 
tertaining these views upon tho ori^ and purposes of 
the war, I can consider it in no other light than aa a 
HATioKAi. oRiiiEi bat, indep^ident of this, it b an of- 
fence against the moro^ spirit of our time, a retrogiade 
step in the movement of humanity, a violent wresting of 
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OUT national energy and national i^sonrces, to umuturol 
and muchievous uses. I have no desire that a singla 
Mexican wife should be made a widow, a wngle Mexicaii 
child an orphan ; and I would rather that my countty 
sboold Bit down in honest shame, than purchase, at tha 
price of rapine, and tears, and blood, the ' nnjiist glory ' 
of waving her flag over all the wide contineDt that 
stretches between the stormy Atlantic and the shores oC 
the tranquil sea : 

' One murder nuikei a, TilUin, thooMncta • liero.' "* 

A Uttle timely reflection might hare warned this gen- 
tleman that the fifty thousand troops he vot«d to placa 
under the orders of Mr. Polk to prosecul« " a national 
crime," might persdventure cause many Mexican widowi 
and orphans, acquire by conquest "unjust glory," and 
make more than one " hero." 

He alone who governs himself by the laws of Qod will 
act coitmstently ; while he who follows the ever-varying 
monitions of party policy wiU often be found wandering 
in tortuous paths. 

History and dfuly observation compel the conviction, 
tbat patriotism u more freqnenUy professed than prac- 
tised, and that much which assumes the name, and passes 
current with the world, is utterly spurious. Yet it is also 
true, tbat the patriotism which seeks the public good, in 
obedience to the Divine will, and in accordance with the 
precepts of the Gospel, far from being an imaginary, is a 
real and active virtue. It is, indeed, to be found in campa 
and senates, but these are not its exclusive nor its favorite 
liaunts. This patriotism inspires many a prayer for the 
peace, virtue, and happiness of the naljoa, and prompts 
mnmnerable efibts and oostiy sacrifices of th&e and money 
for the temporal and spiritual welfare of our fellow-coun- 

* SpMoh of Mr. Hush, Feb. 18, 1848.— Con. Olobs. 
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faymeii. Were ire pennitted to tmce effects to tbeir 
eanses, in the moral government of the wcvld, we ahonld 
doubtless find that much of oar prosperity as r people 
9ows from the labors of faithful pastot^, self-denying 
Sunday-school teachers, and fdncere, sealoos, but humble 
Christian men and women. It is chiefly by such patriot- 
ism, gentle and noiseless as the dew dt Heaven, that onr 
land is clothed with moral verdnre and beauty, and that 
those who sit under thcor own vine, with none to mak* 
them afraid, are indebted for the peace ^nd seouiity they 

Patriotism springing from obedience to God, guided hj 
Ris laws, and exercised in official station for the "t^jftufl 
welfare, at the certain and willing loss of popolar fiiTor 
and personal advantage, w perhaps the highest perfeotioa 
to which this virtue can attain. Our own recent hiitoiy 
nffords an illustrious instance of such patriotism. We 
proceed to trace the course of Johk Quihoi- Adahb, be- 
cause we End in it a sanction for almost every moral and 
political sentiment maintained in these pages ; and ajyo 
because his example is well calculated to quiqkei) agd to 
purify the love of country, and to convey to aU lessoDB fli 
vfartne and true * ' 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

JOSN QUINcy ADAHi. 

OtnTOM has sanctioned certain fnoeral honors on the da- 
eeau of a mnn vho has been Preaident of the Republic, 
which, like the salute |^ren to a mlliutry officer, affords 
DO evidence of respect for his personal cburacter. The 
honors pud to the memory of Adama were the outpour- 
ings of the heart of a great nation. The strife of facticm 
ma stilled, the voioe of party vas dumb, and the whole 
American people acknowledged and deplored the depart- 
-ore of a patriot. It is interesting, and may be nsefu], to 
inquire into the cause of this wonderful and universal at- 
teetMion, in the midst of high poetical excitement, to the 
nerite of a public man. 

Hr. Adams had long been in public life ; but liis career, 
''for the most part, had not been calculated to win the 
affiwtions <tf the people. It was commenced in the Fede- 
ral party. He incurred the deep hostility of that party 
by abandoning it at a enseal and important juncture, and 
exposed his moiiTes to suspicion by accepting office from 
his bte opponents. The democratic party, which had 
welcomed him into its bosom, and had abundantly re- 
warded what was deemed hia apostacy, he abandoned in 
turn, and, as a Whig, became its active and zealous foe. 
Much of his life was passed at foreign courts ; and, al 
though always able, he gathered no unusual laureb in th<. 
field of diplomacy. Having never borne arms, no mili- 
tary halo enoiroled bis brow. In 1824, at a period of 
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raogular party disor^soiation, he was me q{ ^r ctuidi' 
dates for the Pre«dency. He received fewer votes than 
ooe trf his compatitora, bnt, as neither bad a mAjnrity of 
the vbole nnmber, the election devolved on the House of 
Bepresenladres. By that body he was chosen Pre^dent 
hy the smallest possible majority, and the vote of one of 
the largest States was decided in his favor by a single 
ballot. Instantly the whole country resounded with 
charges ^;aittst him of base oorraption. His admioistni- 
lion, although pure, did not give general satisfsctioo. He 
vas a candidate for the succeeding term, and was de- 
feated by a large majori^ ; and he retired to private life, 
one of the noeit unpopular of all the prominent pohtidaiui 
of the country. 

In 16SI, to the surprise of all, and to the mortification 
of many of bis friends, be accepted a seat in the House of 
Representatives. He came there avowedly, to use his 
own wmrds, " bound in allegiance to no party, whether 
■ectional or political." He was thus deprived of that 
countenance and support which parties give both to their 
leaders and their tools. He was, it is true, confessedly a 
Whig ; but so independent was bis course, that he waa 
«ontuiually ridiculed as " running off the track," and re- 
garded as a man not to be depended on. He exerted 
but little influence in the House, and attracted but little 
attention till about the year 1836. 

At this time the agitation of the anti-slavery quesdon 
roused the holders of slaves to great exasperation, and 
alarmed the two political parties at the North, lest their 
■apposed sympathy with the cause of human freedom 
might weaken the friendship of their southern allies, and 
deprive them of their co5peration io the pursuit of ofiBce, 
Henoe Whigs and Democrats contended which should 
lAum the most devotion to ilarcry, the most seal in snp- 
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praesiag tbe liber^ of the pren, sod the fneitm ol dis- 
cnuion. Both whig and democnlic Oovenion aasiuled 
the Abofiti<Miist8 in their official Measles, threataimg 
them with the penalties of the law. Mobs were raised ia 
the large citieB, by the efforts of riral newspapers and 
pofitiraaiis. Printing presses were destroyed, indinduals 
asianlled, chnrohes saoked, and the freedom of the Post- 
Office shamefully inraded irith the connivuioe of a demo- 
orstic President and cahioet, postmasters being permit* 
ted to abstract from tlte m^ whatever they deemed 
offensive to the slav^oidns. But vun would it be to 
>up[n«8a antj-slarery tmota and newspapers, if a few in- 
dependent membets were permitted to makt anti-dsvery 
speeches on the floor of Congress, and which the proM 
would Apread on the wings of the wind as a portion of 
the ordinwy debaiea. finch speecbee had been made, 
and they were called forth by anti-slavery pelitiona. 
H«ice, it was reserved to abdi^ the right of petMon, and 
the freedom of disenssion in 0<Higre«e, an all aabjacts re- 
lating to slBvery. It was on the 26th Uay, 18S6, that 
the Uonse of BepreseatatiTee passed, without debate, -Uta 
celebrated rule, known irom the name of ita anthor, as the 
' Pinkney Gag. From this mcMnent, ntteriy discardii^ dl 
conaideratioua of political influence, Mr. Adams devoted 
himself to the defence of constitutional liberty, assailed 1^ 
the southern slaveholders, and tJteir norUtem alliee.* On 
the que8ti<m of the gag-rule, preetrating dike the right of 
petition, and the freedom of disonsuon on the floor of the 
House, Ur. Adams, beu% precluded by the previous qoas^ 
lion from offering any renwrk, reused to vote, exolmi^ng, 
when his name was called, " I ccMtsider Uiis resolution as 
■a direct riidatiiin of ths mlee of this House, <rf the CoD' 

• Of Mreptjiqlns aDrUwm PM»90patB,^ty-two Trtsd wjjb 
MS BtaTghDiders, and oalj one of-fbrty-ftiiT norfltem wUgi. 



t, Google 



H. S»3 

stitntion of the United States, and of the rights of 1117 
constituents." He then demanded that hia refusal to 
vote, and the reason assigned, should be entered upon the 
minutes. The boldness and independence which he eihi- 
Uled on this occsaon, so novel and unexpected, so ut- 
terly at variance with the usual deferential snbmisMon of 
northern poliddans to southern dictation, instantly riveted 
upon him the gaze of his counbymen, nor was that gaza 
htlennitted, (ill twelve years afterwards, it beheld his 
honored and revered remains depodted in the tomb of 
his ancestors. He declared, in the presence of its antbOTS 
and supporters, that the gag-mle was "an inhmous reso- 
lution." He fearlessly imputed it to corrupt motives, and 
waged gainst it, a most vigoijpus and uuceasiiig warfare, 
in speeches, in public addresses, in letters through the 
press to his own ctmstituenta, and to the people of the 
United States, till In December, 1845, be had the glory 
tf oBirying a resolution for its abolition. 

Of all abominations in the sight of southern members 
of Congress, the alleged right of slaves to offer petitions 
-to the national legislature, was the most atroraous, strildng, 
in their opinion, a fatal blow at the authority of the mas- 
ters, Mr. Adams, however, told the House, " If slaves 
were laboring under grievances and afflictioiiB not incident 
to their condition as slaves, but to thdr natures as human 
bnngs, bom to trouble as the sparks fly upward, and it 
were in the power and competency of the House to afford 
them relief, and if the House would permit me, I most 
assuredly would present thwr petition ; and, if that avowri 
deserves the censure of the House, I am ready to receive 
~jt. I would not deny the right of petition to slaves. I 
would not deny it to a horse or a dog, if they could arti- 
culate their snfierii^, and I could relieve thein." 

When threatened with an indictment for his anti-davwf 
26* 
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coorae by a sonthem Member, he replied, " Did the gen- 
tlenun think to frighten me from my pm-pose by his 
threat of a grand jury 1 3t mfttoott kU man. I am not 
to be frightened from the discbarge of a duty by the in- 
dignatJon of the gentleman, nor by all the grand juries in 
the UniTerse." 

As slavery demanded for its protection, the suppres- 
sion of the right of pelitioa and the liberty of speech, ho 
freely canvassed its chums to anch saeriGoes, on the part 
of the free states. He spoke of it as " The God-defying 
institution." Mr. Clay had contended that that was pro- 
perty which the Uxvi» made so. " The soul of man," said 
Mr. Adams, " cannot by human laws, be made the pro- 
perty of another. The owper of a slave is the owner of a 
living corpse ; but he is not the owner of a man." He de- 
clared, " unyielding hostility against slavery is interwoven 
with every palsation of my heart. Resistance Against it, 
feeble and inefficient as the last accents of a failing voice 
may be, shall stJU be heard, while the power of utterance 
shall remain." In the presence of the slaveboldiag mem- 
bers he avowed, that in bis prayers to Almighty God be 
daily invoked Him for the abolition of slavery. The in- 
ternal traffic did not escape his anathema : " If," said he, 
"the African slave trade was piracy, the Aniericaa slave 
trade could not be innocent, nor could its aggravated tur- 
pitude be denied." From the admitted wickedness of the 
African slave trade, he very logically deduced the wicked- 
ness of slavery itself. "If," said he, "the African stave 
trade be piracy, human reason cannot r«ust, nor can hu- 
man sophistry refute, the coaclasion, that the essence of 
the crime consists not in the Iradt, but in slaveiy. Trade 
has nothing in itself criminal by the law of nature." 

At a time when polilidans and protended patriots wero 
endeavoring to sappress the discussion of slavery, as fotal 
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to the preservatioD of the Union, he delivered a Fourth of 
July address, in which he declared, that the "free and 
unrestrained discus^on of the rights and wrongs of sla~ 
very, far from endangering the union of theee States, is 
the mill/ condition upon which the Union can be preserved 
and perpetuated. Are you to bless the earth beneath 
your feet because it spuma the footstep of a slave, and ' 
then to choke the utterance of your voice lest the soood 
of hberty should be re-echoed from the Palmetto groves, 
with the discordant notes of disunion 1 N9 ! No !" 

In a lett«r to his constituents, he thus described the 
state of the country : " What Gee we now ? Comma-' 
nities of slaveholding braggarts of freedom, setting at 
defiance the laws of nature and of nature's Ood, restoring 
slavery where it had been extinguished (Texas), and vainly 
dreaming to make it eternal. Forming in the sacred name 
of liberty, constitutions of government, and interdicting to 
the legislative authority, ^e most blessed of all human 
powers, the power of giving hberty to the slave ! Gov- 
ernors of States urging upon their legislatures, to mak& 
the exercise of the freedom of speech to propagate the 
lights of the slave to freedom, felony without benefit of 
cleigy. Ministers of the Qospel, hke the priest in the 
parable, coming and looking at the bleedbg victim of 
the highway robber, and passing on the other ude ! or 
baser still, perverting the pages of the sacred volume, to 
turn into a code of slavery the very Word of God ! In- 
furiated mobs murdering the peaceful minister of Christ, 
for the purpose of extingwshing the light of a printing 
press, and burning with unhallowed fire, the hall of free- 
dom, the orphan school, and the Church devoted to the 
worship of God ! and last of all, both Houses of Con- 
gress turning a deaf ear to hundreds of thousands of pe- 
titioners, and quibbling away their duty to read and Gsten 
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aOd conrider in doubtAil disputations whether they ahftll 
recetre, or, recaving, refuse to read or hear the complunts 
of their fellow- citizens and fellow-men !" In a letter to 
the people of the United States, he avowed hb humijialjon 
in beholding " the igoominious tnuisformittion of the peo- 
ple who had commenced their career by the Declaration oi 
Independence, into a nation of slaveholders, and slaye- 
breeder«." 

Addressing the slaveholders on the floor of Congress, 
he said, " I Imow well that the doctiine of the Declaration 
of Independence, that ' all men are bom free and equal,' 
is held at the South as incendiary doctrine, and deserves 
lynching — that the Declaration itself is a farago of abstrac- 
tions. I know all this perfectly, and that is the very reason 
I want to put my fool upon such doctrine, that I want to 
drive it back to its fountain-^ts corrupt fountwo — and pur- 
sue it, until it is made to disappear from this land, and from 
the world. Sir, this philosophy of the South, has done 
more to blacken the character of this country in Europe, 
than all other causes put together. They punt to us as a 
nation of liars and hypocrites, who publish to the world 
that an men are bom free and equal, and then hold a large 
portion of our own population in bondage." Ag^' "As 
its (slavery) basis rests exclusively upon physical force, to 
physical force will it resort, not only to sustain its oVU 
institutions, but to encroach upon the institutions of free- 
dom elsewhere. This disposition Is already manifested in 
many ways in the brutal treatment eiperienced by citizens 
of the free States, if but suspected of favoring abolition 
in the slaveholding jurisdictions, in the insolvent demands 
upon the free States to deliver up their citizens for alleged 
offences agunst the slave laws — in the conspiring of Ame- 
rican slaveholders in a foreign land against the Ufe at <me 



t, Google 



REVIEW OF the: MEXICAN WAR. 397 

of the great champions of human liberty* — in the ruffian 
threats of assassinaljon addressed to memberH of Congress 
for daring to present your petitions — in the surrender (rf 
the poBt-offioe to lynching law — in the murder of Lovejoy 
— in the burning of Pennsylvania Hall — in Southern com- 
mercial conrentioDB to force the Nitlional channels of trad« 
from KortJi to South — in Southern railn«ys and banking 
oompanies combined to link the mammon cf the Wegt, to 
to the Moloch of the Soutii — and in the itrains of com- 
mendation upon all hnd-robbing piacdcei of the Anglo- 
Saxons, and their virtuous abhorrencfl of Custom-Houset, 
embellished by their blackleg revenue and punctnality for 
their debU of honor." 

Utteriy discarding the base sentiment, " Our country, 
right or wrong," he denounced the foreign policy of the 
administration, in resisting the claim made by Great Britain 
to visit vessels bearing the natjonal flag, and suspected 
of being engaged in the African slave trade, to ascertain 
whether the Sag was not fraudulently assumed. He as- 
serted that measures were systematically pursued or pro- 
jected to force the country into a war with Ekigland, for 
the protection of the slave trade. " Under the pretext of 
reais^g the right of search, the most false principles 
have been advanced as the law of nations. Great Britain 
has never claimed the right to search American vessels. 
No such thing — on the contrary, she has explicitly dis- 
claimed any such preten^on, ttnd that to the whole extent 
we can possibly demand. We deny to her the right to 
board prates who hoist the American &ag — yes, to search 
British vessels, too, that have been declared pirates by 
the law of nations — pirates by the law of Great Britain- 
pirates by the laws of the United States — that is the de- 

- *Inref«reDceaf the attempt of Mr. 3taTenBon,^0Dl Virriui*, 
and HsmilloQ, of South Csrolmi, mad« in London to force Usnlsf 
CCanuell into » duel. ' 
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mand of our late Minister to LoDdon. Now, bahind all 
this exceeding zeal against the right of search is the ques- 
tion not brought to view, and that is, the support and per- 
petuation of the African slave trade. That is the real 
question between the miniaters of America and Oreat 
Britun — ^whether slave-trading pirates, by merely famsting 
the American fl^, shall be saved from cnpture. I must 
■ay, that if it be true that the interference of our Minister 
in France (Qen^ral Cass) was the occasion of the refusal 
by France to r^y the Quintuple treaty {for the suppres- - 
^on of the African slave trade), I do not hold that pro- 
cedure in much admiration ; it comes too near success in 
dmng wrong." 

Now it should be recollected, that this denial of the right 
<tf visitation, and the interference of Oener^ Cass, were 
both susbuned by the Whig party, through Mr. Wbbstxb 
Hien Secretuy of State. 

Mr. Adams astounded the southern members, by io- 
vsting, in a formal argument, that in case of war, or insor' 
rectioo, the General Government had a discretionarjr 
power to manumit the slaves, and also by his audacity in 
asking leave to propose the following amendment to the 
Constitution, to be submitted by Congress to the several 
States, viz. : " From and after the 4th day of July, 1842, 
there shall be, throughout the United States, no hereditary 
■bvery, but on and after that day every -child bom in the 
United States shaU be>w.*' 

A bill having been brought in, giving the ri^t of suf- 
frage "to all free white males," of the age <rf twenty- 
one years, and who had resided a certain time within Uie 
Kmits of Alexandria, he moved to strike out the word 
whilB, and supported his motion in an able and sarcastic 
speech. He asked " If this principle of universal sufirage 
was to be adopted, admitting paupers, idiots, lunatics, and 
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the refiue o[ the pmona, why a. man whoee ekia is not 
white, but who perfonns all the duties of a good citiioi, 
a good husband, a good father, and a Idod Deighbor. 
should not be entitled to vol« as well as a white mam? 
I aak what is a vAile maa ? Is it the color of the skill 
that constitutes a white man? Then there are twenty 
members of this Houm who are not white men byth^ 
critetion. I pledge myself to bring forward a bundred 
respectable colored men of this dty with complexions 
whiter than those of tweiUiy members of tl)i« House. 
Would yon then say, would the eourta say, dwt thb 
. should be settled by gtnng into the genealogy of the per- 
son ? In this coontry it is a stnuige idea to look ii^ ft 
man's genealogy to ascertain whether he has a right to 
Tote. lell me why you insist on giving this privilege to 
the worst of your own vfAor, while you refuse it to the 
best of tlioee who have a portion of the blood of anotbei 

The southern members rejected with seom nil recogni- 
tion of the Republic of Uayti, on account of the complex- 
ion of its citizens ; and Mr. Adams incurred their indigna- 
tion by zealously mdntaining the duty and pohcy of 
forming diplomatio relations with it. 

In 1839, between thirty and forty Africans, recently 
imported into Havana, on their way from that port to the 
plantations of their two purchasers, took possesuon of Ae 
vessel, and arrived with their captive masters in our 
waters. The whole sympathy of the Ooremment and 
of the slaveholders was immediately enUsted in behalf of 
the two meu, who, in defiance of law and treaties, had oh- 
tmned possession of these Africans, as legally entitled to 
freedom as themselves, and who had attempted to avoid 
capture by British cruizera by means of false and fraudu- 
kat Custom House passports. The case waa brought 
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into the Supreme Court of the Umted States, and Hi. 
Ad&ms volaat«ered his services as their counsel. He em- 
braced the opportunity of exposing the inhuman subserr- 
iency of the OoverDment to the slaveholdiog interest, and 
obtained a judgment in behalf of the freedom of the un- 
fortunate Africans. 

The reader need not be reminded of the scorn and 
detestation in which aboU^nists at this time were held at 
the North as well as at the South, nor how patriaHe were 
all attempts then deemed to ulence them by insolt and 
violence. One of the most despised portions of tbeee 
despised people, the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 
at a season of high public excitement, mrited Hr. Adams 
to attend one of their celebntioos. He replied, " It would 
g^ve me great pleasure to comply with the invitation," and 
after excu^ng himself on account of want of health and 
leisure, added, " I rejoice that the defence of human free- 
dom ia ^ling into younger and more vigorous hands. 
The youthful champions of the rights of human nature 
have buckled, and are buckling on their armor, and the 
scourging overseer, and the lynching lawyer, and the 
servile sophist, and the futhJess scribe, and the priestly 
parasite, will vanish before them like Satan touched with 
the spear oi Ithuriel. - You have a glorious and arduoua 
career before you ; and it b among the consolations of my 
last days, that I am able to cheer you m the pursuit, and 
exhort you to be stedfast and immoveable." 

But the crowning crime of the abolitionists, was their 
nnion with English abolitionists in anti-slavery oonven- 
titms held in London. 

A northern member of Gongrefis, sent under bis frank to 
Mr. Pole, then Qoveraor of Tennessee, certain prooeed- 
inga of the "World's Oonvenldoa." The Governor re- 
turned an insulting answer, concluding, " It is a matter 
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tt sincere regret that any American citizen Rbould be 
gmltj of auch hioh treason to the first principles upon 
which the States became oniUd." Mr. Polk published 
his epistle, and it no doubt prepared the vay for his ele- 
vation to the Prewdenoj. In May, 1843, as a delegate 
to an Anti-Slavery Convention in London, was leaving 
Boston, hu recHved the following lines : 

" My dear sir — I have only time to say Hod bless yoo 
and your enlerprize, for which I have no other prayer to 
nake, than that its success may herald my nttne (Rmittit. 
" J. Q. Adaicb." 

When Mr. Polk declared it to be high treason for any 
American to countenance these formgn Anti-Slavery Con- 
Tentions, he little anticipated, that be should hereafter 
deem it expedient, officially to pronounce the wri(«r of 
such a note, " a great and patriotic citiEen." 

We have already noticed Mr. Adams's strenuous oppo- 
sition to the annexation of Texas, and btB stem denuncia- 
uon of the policy long pursued tovrards Mexico, and we 
have found his name associated with the little band who 
dared to vote against the Mexican war, and who, in deri- 
uve but prophetic language, were called " The immortal 
fourteen." 

But if to question the justice of the war, was giving 
"aid and comfort" to the enemy, how deep the treason 
while the war was waging, to refuse in aiding its prosecu- 
tion ! Yet a few weeks before his death, Mr. Adams 
voted for a resolation withdrawing our troops from 
Mexico, relinquishing all cl^ms for the expenses of the 
war, and establishing the desert between the Kneces and 
the Rio Grande the boundary between the two countries; 
and almost the last vote he ever gave, was for an amend- 
ment to the IhII rai»ng a loan of sixteen millioiiB, viz. : 

" Provided that no part of the money lecared onder 

(f^ 
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the ftnthority of this not ihsU be applied to any e 

that ahall berei^T be incurred b; the prosecutioQ of the 

war with Mexico." 

If Mr. Adams shocked the Bkivebolders by the freedom 
of hia language, he was no less regardless of the send- 
lolities aC their allies. Irritated by their subserviency, 
and their constant endeavors to thwart him, he exclumed 
<m the flow, " There is no end to the devices and mge- 
Biuty of the mruile part of thti houte, for the purpose of 
mpfvewii^ the right of pedtion. I do not mean by tbe 
servile part c^ this house, the slaveholding part of it." 
He asserted " Ktnthem subserviency to sontiiem dictatlc» 
is the price paid by a northern administration (Mr. Van 
Bnren's) for southern support. The people of the ntnth 
Btill support, by their suffn^es, the men who have 
truckled to southern domination. I believe it impos»bl« 
tliBt this total subversion of every principle of hbertj 
should be much longer subimtted to by the people of the 
free States of this Union. If they choose to be repre- 
■eid«d by slaves, they will find servility enough to repre- 
sent and betray them." On another occasion, he pro* 
nonnced the' nortiiera Democmts " The consistent Swiss 
^guards of southern slavery." Nor was his notice of the 
northern Whigs maoh more flattering. They were thus 
characterized by him : " The languid, compromising n(»i- 
leMslante of the north, afraid of answering a fool accord- 
ing to his folly, and flinching from the attitude of defiance 
flung in tbdr faces by the bullying threat of reodinwa to 
meet them ' here or elsewhere.' " 

He was as fearless in his assaults upon individuals, aa 
upon classes. Congressionnl duelling excited his espeual 
abhorrence, both for its wickedness, and because, as he 
contended, it was resorted to by southern members for 
the purpose of intimidating oorthem representatives. la 
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a debftte, referring to the subject, he spoke of the daatk 
of a northern man who had fallen in a duel, as " a de- 
Uberate murder committed on a member of this hooae,'' 
and alluded to a gentleman present who had acted as » 
aeeond in this duel, and was supposed to have instigated 
H. u a man having come mto that bouse " with bia band* 
aai &ce dripping with the blood of murder, the blotohes 
of which were yet honing upon him." 

He as freely condemned what he thought wrong in the 
chantcter and conduct of his country, as he did in parties 
ud indiridools. On the floor ot Congress be declarod, 
" You make and break treaties with the Indian tribesi 
whenerer either to make or break treaties with them bap- 
pens to suit the purposes of the Prendent bhA a majority 
of both houses of Congress." Again — " In the treatment 
of the African and native American taces, we have sub- 
Tcrted the manms and degenerated from the virtues of 
our fathers." In a pnbhsbed lett«r, respecting a eelebm- 
lian of West India emandpadon, he avowed lis bod not 
taken port in it, " from Bbame for the honor and good 
name of my coontjyj whose govemment has been now, for 
a series of years, pursuing and maturing a counteiaction of 
the purpose of nniveisol emancipation, and orgamzing an 
oppoute system for the miuntenanoe Aid perpetnatioa 
of davery throngbout the earth." After referring to va- 
rious di^raceful features in tbe conduct of the Oovcm- 
ment and people, he added, " my friends, I have no 
heart to join in the festivity on the 1st of August, tbe 
British anniversary of disenthralled humanity. While all 
this, and infinitely more than I could tell, but that I would 
spare the blushes of my country, weigh down my spirits 
with the uncertainty, dnking into my grave, as I am, 
whether du is doomed to be nnmbwed with the fint 
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Uberatots » the lut oppreeBore of the race of immortal 
man." 

It would have been an anomaly in the history of hu- 
man nature, if a public man, thus outra^ng almost every 
popular prejudice, pouring contempt upon political mean- 
ness and corruption, spuming the -commonly recraved ' 
testa of patriotism, and hurling defiance at all the dema- 
gogues of the day, had not excited ag^nst himself deep 
&nd wid6-spread hostility. Truth, justice, virtue, and 
patriotism all forbid, as base and criminal, the snppreesitm 
of the historical fact that, for years; John Qoincy Adama 
was the raost bated man in the American Republic 
To the Whig party be was an encumbrance, perpetuaDy 
interrupting the desired harmooy between ita northern 
and southern sections, by iatroducing the topic of slaveryi 
and rising questions on which " policy " required the 
party to vote against him. Scorning the contnd of party 
discipline and caucus dictation, he pursued his own 
course, without asking or recaving permission from the 
leaders. At the oi^oization of the last house of Repre- 
sentatives be ever attended, he dared to vote agatful 
the Whig nominee for Clerk, and by so doing, newly se- 
cured the re-electi(»i of the late futhful and efficient, but 
democratic incumbent. . The Whig party of his own 
State did not deem it expedient to assume the responsi- 
bility of hia " fanaticism," by returning liim to the Senato 
of the United States, as they had the power to do ; and 
the Whig presses throughout the Union, with few exoep- 
tions, were nearly as strenuous in condemning his con- 
gressional conduct, as were his political opponents. 

It can readily be understood, that the slavehdders 
looked upon him as an incendiary of tJie most odious as 
well as dangerous de8crq)tiou ; while the demagogues of 
evory name and party were Malooa in manifesting thtir 
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patriotism, by pouring obloqay up<m a man at once so ^b* 
tinguished and bo unpopular. The northern Democmta 
especially, were careful to improve the opportunity of 
testifying thrir dsvolloa to the canae of human bondage, 
by the most unmeasured hostiUly to its mighty opponent. 
Said the Albany Argrus (the reu^nized organ of the New 
York serriles), " How discredilable is it to the country, 
that the MAsaACHDaEira maduan is permitted not only to 
outrage all urder and decorum in the House, but to 
scatter incendinry evil and excitement throughout the 
oountiy." 

The Rkhmond Inquirer, then edited by the same per- 
son whom Mr. Polk afterwards selected to take charge of 
tbe official journal of the administration, announced that 
Hr. Adams was considered " a oenbral koibahce, whom 
the voice uf the House, if not of the people, must here^ 
i^ter abate." The abatement intended was expulsion 
from Congress. A New York paper, alluding with appro- 
bation to this hint of expulsion, extended it to the few 
members who acted with Mr. Adams, and remarked — 
" But we are apprehensive there is not enough firmness 
or patriotism in Congress to adopt so stern and decisive a 
mode of rebuking the audacity of the miscreant tbaitoiis." 

The Charleston Mercury, the leading Journal in South 
Carolina, in reference to Mr. Adam's course in Congress, 
declared (1837): "Public opinion in the South, would, 
DOW we are sure justify an immediate resort to force by 
the southern delegation, and even on the floor of Congress, 
were they forthwith to skieb akd dbao raou the ball 
any man who dared to insult them as that eccentric old 
thowman, John Quincy Adams, has dared to do." 

The Washington Globe, the acknowledged organ of 
the Democratic party at the seat of Government, spoko 
of Mr. Adams, as " a vulgar old man, who has forfeited 
26* 
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all dum, hj his incorrigible malevolence, to the respect 
otherwise duo lohis age and station," aad declared " all 
bis zeal, all hts Eympatliies are against his country." 

At a public dinner in Vir^nio, the company drank as a 
toast ; " John Quincy Adiuns — once a man, twice a child, 
and now a demon." At a fourth of July dinner in South 
Carolina, the following tonst was given : '• May we never 
want a hangman to prepare a baiter for John Quincy 
Adams." The company not only drank the toast, but 
accompanied it with nine cheers. In 1342, the demo<-Tacy 
of Ohio, having the control of the Legislature, availvd 
itself of the opportunity of making an aoceptable oGFer- 
ing at the shrine of slavery, by declaring in the uame and 
by the authority of the Slate in joint resolution, that, 
" John Quincy Adams had subjected himself to the 
merited censure and reprehension of his countrymen;" 
and " that the House of Hepresentatives of the United 
8lat«s owed it to themselves, to stamp bis course and 
conduct with the severest marks of its indignant disappro- 
bation and censure." 

But the hatred felt against Mr. Adams, was not mani- 
fested only in indecent toasts, newspaper scurrility, and 
democratic obsequiousness, to tlie slaveholderB. Mr, 
Adams in a speech in the House (January 21st, 1839J, 
observed : " I have received letters from various quarters 
of the country, with post-marks showing that they have 
been mailed at places very distant from each other, con- 
taimng many of them positive threats of assassination ; 
others of them filled with friendly advice, assuring me, 
that if I continued to present petitions similar to those I 
have heretofore presented in this House, my days are 
numbered, and I never shall survive the present ses^on." 

It was, however, on the floor of Congress, that the 
malignity towards him, was excited to iu greatest mten- 
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mity. In a epeecli to bis conBtitaents (1842), alluding to . 
tlie charge agaiitBt him of tuing harsh language, h« 
remarked : " So far as any friend or Impartial person may 
have thought me blameable in that respect, I would ask 
him to conuder that the adversaries nith whom I have 
had to contend face to face, have pursued me with a vio- 
lence and rancor unparalleled in the history of this 
rxiuntry. That twice in the space of five years, I have 
for the singly oSence, of persisting to assert the right of 
the people to petition, and the freedom of speech and of 
the press, been dragged before the House in which I was 
your Representative, as a culprit to be censured or 
expelled ; and when, after ten days of the moat unrelent- 
ing persecution, I have been barely released from its 
fury, I have been still denounced aa the cause of the 
waste of time consumed by my persecutors in their 
struggle to accomplish my ruin. On both occasions, the 
fury of the whole mass of Southern slavery was concen- 
trated over my head, for the avowed purpose of breaking 
down whatever of good niune I had to leave as an inhe- 
ritance to my children ; in order that my signal ruin might 
strike terror to the heart of your every other Bepresenta^ 
live, and leave slavery the lord of the ascendant for all 
future time throughout the North American Union." 

For the purpose of insult, a petition profes^bg to ba 
from tlaces, asking for his expulsion, was sent to him by 
mail for presentation. On the 6th February, 183V, he 
informed the Speaker, that he had in his possession a pe- 
tition purporting to come from slaves, and inquired 
whether it came within the gag-rule, excluding Anti- 
slavery petitions? Immediately, cries of "expel him," 
" expel him," were heard throughout the hall, and Mr. 
Thompson from South Carolina, moved : " That the Hou. 
John Quincy Adams, by the attempt jnst made by him to 
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iotrodnce a petition pnrportiog on ka face to t>e tmm 
slavei, hsa been gmltyof a gross disrespect to the House, 
and that he be irutaatly brought to the biu- to receive the 
•ererest censure of the Speaker." In ills speech on the 
occasion, he observed : " If the juriet of this Difitrict 
hare, aa I doubt not they have, proper int«lligeiioe and 
spirit, he TDxj yet be made amenable to another tribmiai, 
and we may yet see on meendtaty hrovgkt to amdign pun- 
Uhment." 

After three day's discussion, the attempt to degrade 
Mr. Adams for asking a question, being found impracti- 
cable, iTBs abandoned. 

In 1S42, Mr. Adams was again insulted by a petidon 
from Geor^, forwarded to him through the mail, asking 
for his removal as Churman of the Committee of For- 
eign RelatJona, on account of bis monomania. He pre- 
sented it to the House, and Mr. Hopkins of Virginia, im- 
mediately moved its reference to the committee, vnth in- 
ttrwHoiu to choose another Chairman. Mr. AdauM 
claimed to be heard in bis defence, declaring that the 
feelii^ against him was " a slave-holding, slave-taading, and 
davc breeding feeling." He was not allowed to proceed 
in his defence, and (Jie motion of Mr. Hopkins was 
dropped. The brief calm that ensued, was but the pre- 
cursor of a tempest ; for, three days after, Mr. Adams 
presented a petition, praying Congress to take measures 
for dissolving the Union ; and moved its reference to 
a committee, with instructions to report reasons why the 
prayer of the petition should not be granted. 

The petition ilself was brief, containing no allouon to 
slavery, and was, in fact, an exact copy of one that had 
some years before, been got up by certam of the South 
Carolina nullifiers.* The true paternity of the petitioD 

* Th« retsona assigned In Ui« petition were : " First, becauee 
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wu at the time unknown t» the House, and the Southern 
members, regarding it only in the light of on abolition 
document, seized the occasion, to bring disgrace upon Mr. 
Adams, mider the pretext of thek own extreme devodon 
to the UnifHi. Mr. Gilmer of Virgima, and lately Qover- 
nor of the State, immediately offered a resolaUon declar- 
ing " that in presenting to the consideration of the House, 
a petiCioa for the dissolution of the Union, the member 
from Massachusetts, has justly incurred the censure of 
thb House." In bis speech he avowed he was endear- 
caing to stop the music of bim, who, 

" In the BpMt or one rerolTing moon 
Was atateBman, poet, Sildl«r, and bnSmin." 
That evening between forty and fifty of the slaveholdii^ 
members met ia coundl to consider how they should 
proceed. Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, made the meeting 
acqumnted with the course he proposed taking in the 
morning, a course more decided than Mr. Gilmer's resolu- 
tion. Accordingly the next morning he introduced a snb- 
stdtute for the resolution before the House, consbting of a 
long preamble, setting forth the peijury and treason to 
which Congress waa invited by the Petiticm ; tc^etber 
with a series of resolutions, concluding with, " Resolved, 
That the afcwesaid John Quincy Adams, for this insult, 
the Grst of the kind ever offered to the Government, and 
for the wound be has permitted to be aimed through hia 
instrumentality at the Constitution and existence of his 
country, the peace, security and liberty of the people 
of these States, might well he held to merit expulsion 

BO onion can bcngreeabls or pOTDUuiMit, wbioh doM not iw«Mat 
prospecti of reclprootl henents. Second, beoanse a vast pro- 
portion of the resoarcea of one section of (he Union, ia annnnllr 
drained to iiutain the viewa and coarse of onotJieT aaotion. 
Thir4, beoMiie, Jadgiiu from the history of paat nationa, Qiat 
union, if peraistod in, in the preaont bonrae of thl]i{n,wm e«r< 
tainly overwhelm Ui« whole nation in utter dcBtrnolion," 
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from the National Councils, and the House deeifl it ao set 
of grace and mercy when they only inflict upon him their 
Beverest oensurea for conduct so utterly unworthy of his 
own past relations to the State, and his present position : 
This they hereby do, for the mmntenance of their own 
purity and dignity i for the rest, they turn him over to 
his own conscience, nod the indignattim of all true Ameri- 
can eitiiem." On the reading of the resolutions, there was 
a bunt of applatue from the Qallmet and the Boute, so • 
much so, that the Speaker interfered to repress it. 

The malignity of this assault upon Mr. Adams was 
equalled only by its absurdity and its impudence. In pre- 
senting the petition he had expressly declared his disap- 
probation of its object. Congress b«ng authorized by the 
Constitution to propose unlimited alterations in that instru- 
ment, every citizen has a constitutionnl right to ask them 
to propose any alteration he desires, although it may vir- 
toally dissolve the Confederacy ; and it is, moreover, pre- 
posteroni to m^ntiun that u union formed by consent of 
the partners, cannot by the same consent be severed. It 
must also be recollected that the assault proceeded from 
a sectional party, that for a long series of years, baa been 
threatening to dissolve the Union, if not permitted to 
govern it. Instead of instantly spuming this ridiculous 
and wicked persecution, the House, by a formal vote of 
118 to 75,* resolved to consider the charges against Mr. 
Adams. He was thereupon put on trial, and Mr. Mar- 
shall and Mr. Wise of Virginia, acted as the leading 
Counsel of the prosecution. The latter acquitted the ac- 
cused of insanity, and avowed his conviction that '' be wu 
more wicked than weak ;" but at the same time pro- 
nounced him " politically dead — dead as Burr— dead as 
Arnold. The people would look upon him with wonder, 
* Onl7 two northeni Democrats voted in the negative ^ 
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wmdd shudder and retire." The dead culprit, however, 
eviaced most astonishing vitality. The accused became 
the accuser ; his very persecution was proof of a conspi- 
racy against the liberties of the North ; and, abaodoning 
the defence of himself, he arraigned the slave-holders at 
the bar of the nation for endeavoring to destroy the right 
of Habeas Corpnis, the right of trial by jury, the freedom 
of the Post Office, the liberty of speech, of the press, and 
of pe^OQ, and in short, to destroy all the constitutional 
lights of the North adverse to human bondage — and that 
for the purpose of effecting the^e outrages, they had 
fonned a coalition with the northern Democrats — that 
if the rights of the North could not be otherwise pro- 
tected, the petitionee had acted properly, in asking for n 
dissolution of the Union. 

The pubbc watched with intense interest the pn^resa 
of this momentous trial, and it was quickly perceived on 
which side victory was inclining. Mr. Gilmer, anilous to 
arrest a process from which the slave interest was suffer- 
ing so severely, proposed a compromise — a jiolle proteqni 
should be entered, provided the defendant would with- 
draw the petition he had presented. The proposition met 
with a positive and indignant refusal. Mr. Adams de- 
clared he would not, by withdrawing the petition, sanction 
the snppree^n of the right of petition, which was the 
real object of the prosecution ; he had done only his duty, 
he defied the House, and spumed its proffered mercy. 
The trial continued to the 7th day, when, on motion cf a 
Muthem member, all proceedings were discontinued.* 

* Twenty-llTe of the southern members, and all the northern 
Whigs Dnit«d in this vote; but the whole delegation of Che 
northern democTSCj, vith the exception of six. refused to un- 
bind the victim whom they were aniions to offer a Bticrifioe on 
the altar of slavery, as an earnest and proof of their own fealty. 
Uegsrs. Thompson, Wise, sod Qilmer, who had dislinKuished 
thentselTec by heaping obloquy upon Mr. Adsws, were honored 
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The next day a new insult was c^ered to Ur. Adama 
All the southern members of the Committee of Fomgn 
BeialionB, four in number, including 'Messrs. Qilmer and 
Hunter, of Virginia, and one oorthem " servile," redgned 
their seats, avowing that they could not condescend any 
longer to be associated with their Chairman. The Speaker 
appointed five soutbem gentlemen to fill the vacancies, 
and, of these, three, including Mr. Holmes, of South Caro- 
lina, refused the appointment — Mr. Holmes expressly de- 
claring, in a letter to the Speaker, his repugnance to serve 
with Mr. Adams. Thus no less than eight members of 
the House professed to think it derogatory to thdr dignity ~ 
to ait in the same CommiUee with John Quincy Adams. 
The object was to compel him to resign, or the House to 

But this was the last spasm of impotrat malice. From 
tlie commencement of his trial hb reputation rose in pnblio 
estimation, vid it continued to rise, till at tlie time of his 
death, it had reached an elevation never surpassed by that 
cf any man on the American Continent, with Uie ungle 
exception of Washihoton. The astonishing popularity 
of this lately defamed and persecuted man, is evinced by 
the strange and extraordinary praises it extorted from 
politicians of every descriptioa On the announeement 
of his death, prominent men on the floor <rf Congress 
soied the occasion to make speeches in his honor. Among 
the enlogista were numbered no less than thrte gentlemen 
from the South. The speeches were, by order of the 
House, published in a pamphlet, and of this 20,000 cofHes, 
adorned with a portrmt of the deceased, and a copy of bis 
aut^^raph, were distributed at public expense. 

A panegyric on Napoleon, from which all allusion to 

viUi important appointmenta, l>r and with the sdriiM and oon- 
■ent of t, Wiig Seute, the two iormer to fbreifn misaiana, Niil 
the IsUer to the port of Secretary of th« Rstj 
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his military acliievements slionW he excludea, would ho' 

regarded as a unique performance. 3 et ic would find its' 
counterpart in" these Congressional oraisons ^fanebrei. In 
these the reader is told, in general terms, of the tsleats, 
virtue, and patriotism of the deceased ; but not a hint is 
given of that course of conduct which in fact secured for 
him these very eulogies. This Congressional monument 
raised to the honor of Adams, ^ves no intimation that he 
was the champion of constitutional liberty, the restorer of 
the right of petition, the indomitable foe of human bond- 
age. No allusion is made to his terrible CMflicta and his 
glorious triumphs. Not a word discloses, that a slave 
ever breathed on the soil of America ; that a slaveholding 
Republic had been added to the " area of freedom," or 
. that a war was then raging, which Adams had denounced 
as waged for the extension of slavery, and from which he 
had voted to withhold supplies. Some of the speakers 
were minutely accurate in specifying the dates of Mr^ 
Adams's appointments in former times, but all were mar- 
vellously oblivious of his recent services. One gentleman, 
preferring fiction to truth, favored the House with a beau-. 
tiful and touching romance. Said Mr. McDowell, of Vir- 
ginia — " No human being ever entered this Hall, without 
turning habituwlly and with heartfelt deference first to kirn, 
and few ever left it, without pauang as they went, to pour, 
out blessinffs upon that spirit of consecration to the coun- 
try, which brought and kept him there." iiad Messrs. 
Gilmer, Hopkins, Hunfer, and Wise been in their seala, 
they might possibly have dissented from the accuracy of 
the picture drawn by their colleague, and disclaimed for 
themselves the feelings and the acts so eloquently ascribed 
to all. But judging from the Lethean spirit in which the 
faculties of the speakers were apparently drowned, it is 
more probable, that these gentlemen, far from contradict- 
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tug Mr. McDowdl, wonU have teatified to tfae truth ot bW 
«tBtam«nt Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, yna another 
of the eulo^ts. He lameoted that death had taken from 
among them '" tiie gravest, wiseet, moat revered hesd"— 
we " adorned with virtue, leoming, and trvth ;" and ba 
called him " the Patriot Father, and the Patriot Sagp." 
It did not, perhaps, occur to this gentleman, that as a few 
years before he disdunfully refused to be associated with 
this " Patriot Father, and Patriot Sage," in-the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations, it might be interesting to the 
public to know, how recently, and by what means he bad 
discovered, that his was " the gravest, wisest, and most 
revered head" in Congress. This. same gentleman (Mr. 
Isaac K Holmes), as representJng the veneration felt by 
Soiilk Carolina for the great champion of human rights, 
and her grief for his death, followed his remains from the 
city of Washington to their final resting-place in Massa- 
chusetts ! Having eulogized the great Abolitionist, and 
paid the last honor lo his memory, Mr. Holmes retomed 
to Congress where, while laboring to extend slavery to 
the Pacific, he pronounced the emphatic words, "1 hold 
it (slavery) to be the greatest blessing that God ever 
conferred upon man.'' 

To BO member of Congress did the charge of giving 
" ud and comfort" to the enemy apply with more force 
than to Mr. Adams ; yet Mr. Polk, in an official order, de- 
clared him to be "a great and patriotic citizen ;" and the 
official journal, robed in mourning, eulo^ed, as the " itlua- 
triouB and venerable patriot and statesman," the very man 
who the editor had formerly affirmed vras considered " a 
general nuisance." 

Of course the whole press, of all parlies and shades of 
yarty, was vocal in praise of the departed patriot ; and one 
of the moat pwdigate of the fraternity, who had ever 
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UirowB omitempt upMi all the objects most dew to hu 
heart, thought it expedient to hold the following luiguage : 
" Ur. Adams on all occasions we believe, has been open, 
pure, and uncontaminated, as ungle-hearted as a child, or 
mangel" 

American citizens in Oreat Britain, were publicly in- 
vited by the American Mioister, lately engaged in wxa- 
ducUng the Mexican war as one of Mr. Polk's cabinet, to 
pay honors to the memot; of John Quincy Adam»; " A 
patriot, always loving his country above all lands of the 
earth," and this notwithstanding he was "a Mexican 
Whig." Public honors were yteii to him even by the 
army in Mexico, although, if the assertions of some of its 
officers were true, he was a " knave" and a " traitor at 
heart." 

A committee from the House of Representatives, of one 
from each State, attended the corpse from the capitol in 
Washington to the tomb in Quincy. The funeral cortege 
in its progress, was everywhere met by large concourses 
of dtizens, municipal officers, and detachments of militia. 
The whole American people, as with one vuce, acknow- 
ledged and deplored the departure of a great and virtuous 
patriot. 

When it is recollected that Mr. Adams had changed no 
one of the many opinions that had exposed him to odium, 
that in no degree bad he departed &om that straight-for- 
ward course, which had so frequently brought him into 
violent collision with the Democrats of the North and the 
slaveholders of the South — and that in his last days he had 
outraged popular patriotbm by oppo^g an existing war, 
and attempting to cut off supplies from our victorious 
armies — surely the revuluon cf public opinion in bis favor 
is marvellous and unparalleled. 

Wiuaae came it that the lame unchanged, isfleiiUe, and 
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dauntless man, scomiog and defying public opinion, and 
ecorniog and defying it to his last breath — and who but 
lately was the object of such geoeral hatred, that the 
representatives of the people spent a week in laboring to 
consign bim "to the indigoation of all true American 
citizens" — acquired such wonderful popularity, that rival 
politicianB hnrried to strew flowers upon his grave, and to 
let all the world know how very much they loved and 
admired him. The cause is to be found, first, in the entire 
confidence of the Peoflb in his int^rity, and their admi- 
raUon of hts talents and tnomi courage ; and secondly, in 
the deference paid by politicians to public opinion " right 
or wrong." 

The magnificent spectacle he exhibited when alone, un- 
aided, and with but little sympathy; he received and 
gloriously repelled the combined assault of the Northern 
Democracy and the slave interest, won for him the hearts 
of the common people.* They looked upon bim as a 
moral phenomenon — a pubhc man who never flattered 
hut often censured them — a politician who consulted duty 
and not "policy" — who feared God and not man — who 
talked as he voted, and voted as he talked — who went 
with his country and party when right, and agaitat them 
when, wrong — who was bold enough to be honest, and 
honest enough to be bold. Tbb feeling in the community 
soon displayed itself. The year after bis trial, he travelled 
from Boston to Cincinnati, and bts j'ouniey was a trium- 
phal progress. Even in the slave states, the tide had 
turned, and being expected at Wheeling, a crowd assem- 

* The following estract from a, Pittsburgh pap«r of 1S43, 
tffords a striking illustration of this remSirk : " Aa a token of 
respect for Mr. Adame, all the works in the city were closed 
;«st«rday, that the working mea might have a chance to bid him 
welcome. The silenoe of the engines, the macliiaer;, and the 
workman's tools wat a mightier tribute to Mr. Adams, than tbe 
roar of oaonon, the atrains of music, or the rloqucnt addreM." 



t, Gooi^lc 



bled, not to insult, but to do bim bonor. T!ie brave, 
fmnk, honest opponent was regarded with a respect never 
felt by the slaveholder for the fawning mercenary of the 
North. Mr. Adams had become'the man of the p&ople, 
and was revered and beloved'by them as their champion, 
the advocate of their righte. His great and acknowledged 
popularity, at length secured for him respectful treatment 
on the floor of Congress ; and when the whole nation de- 
plored lus death, polttjcians of every name, and from 
every section of tbe country, deemed it advisable to unite 
in boUding his tomb. 

Tbe facta which have now been stated respecting Mr. 
Adama, however interesting in themselves, would have 
fonnd no place in these pages, did they not illastrate some 
great truUis, having a direct and important bearing on 
many of the sentiments advanced in tbe present work. 
They reiterate the lesson long dnce taught, of the utter 
vorthlessnesa of public opinion as a standard of right and 
wrong. The demoniac cries, " Crucify faim, crucify him !" 
were preceded by " Hosannas to the Son of David ;" and 
the revnlmon of feeling wc have been considering shows 
that human nature is the same now as in the first century, 
Uultitudes who, in 1846. did reverence to the "Patriot 
Father and the Patriot Sage," would have rejoiced ten 
years before, to bav« caught bim in the slave region. '. 

We are taught in a most impressive manner, bow ex- 
ceedingly destitute are many of our pubhc men of inde- . 
pendent feelings and ojHnions. Whether Adams was a 
" nUiereattt traitor," or " a great and patriotic citizen" waa 
a question to be determined, not by bringing his conduct 
to the test of any moral standard, but by tbe present 
f^ngs of tbe multitude. When be was supposed to be 
nnp<^>nlar, no vituperation was too coarse — when known 
27« 
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to be Terj popular, no praise was too gross, althongli 
ridiculously fake. 

The American people have by acclamation adjudged 
John Quincy Adams a Patriot, a jndgnaent from which 
not one politician of any name has dared to appeal. This 
judgment sets aude, condemns, and repudiates ahnost 
erery test of patriotism prescribed by the demagt^nea of 
the day. It has now been dedded by a tribunal which 
these men admit to be infallible, that a man maybe a pat- 
riot, nay, an " iUnstrions patriot" according to the official 
gazette, who openly repudiates the sentimeot, " our eonn- 
by, right or wrong"* — who on a qnestdon of international 
law, udes with a foreign government against las own — whe 
gpres " aid and comfort" to the enemy I^ denouniuDg m 
unjust die war waged against him, and by striving to with- 
hold supplies from the amy sent to fight him — who 
mourns over the d^neraoy of his country and doubts 
whether she ia to be numbered " among the first Ubantora, 
or the last oppresH»iof the race of immcvtal man" — who, 
notwithstapding all " the cooqiromises of the Constitutiun," 
doKnmces human bondage as a crime i^nst Ood, and 
]^poaes so to change the Ctmstitution as to effect the im- 
mediate abolition of l>ereditary slavery throughoat the 
American Confederacy, and pouring contempt upon tbo 
lying Democracy <^ the day, clums tot the Uack man 
the same rights of su&age th^ are accorded to his white 



Such is the character of a patriot, as eetablished by 
the latest decision of the American public ; a decision in 
which every member of the vast tribunal, from Mr. P<4k 
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down to the hamblnt caterer for wnr uid gloiy, htt con- 
cnrred. It is, indeed, a decidoDwhicfaiiiitBappUeatloii to 
othere, will be o*er-nded, whenever " policy " or purion 
may require its abrogaUon ; but it is nevertbeleaa of vast 
importance. It haa reversed many corrupt judgments 
previoosly given ; it will cheer and encourage many weak- 
hearted patriots, and it may hint (o some politicians, that 
it is posuble to acquire popularity by adhering to duty, 
as well as by Ibtemng to the suggestions of " poUoy." 

We have «een Mr. Adams, although constantly ocoa- 
pied in public life, bunting at pleasure the bonds of 
party, outraging public opinion, and apparently, courting 
defeat and odium — 

'* Among lnB«m«r>ble Mb*, anmovtd— 
Unsb^ea, onB«dne«<l, nntoirlfied, 
HIe lOT< be kept, bii love, his leal— 
Hor number, nor example with him wnmi^t 
To slrsrve firom truth, or ohuig« hU Doutant mtBd," 

Sorely there must bare been some potent piinNple at 
acUon which impelled him to pursue a path so diverg- 
ent from those usually selected by political asfuiants, 
one to all appearance leading lum far from popular ap- 
plsuse, and yet in the end conducting lum to the very 
pinnacle of fame. There was snoh a principle, and it 
is shadowed forth in the mors) with which Mr. M'Dow^ 
" adorned his tale." " His life," said the Vii^jinia eulo- 
gist, " has been a continuous and beautiful illustration of 
1^ great truth, t^t while the fear of man is the con- 
summation of ult folly, the fear of Ood is the beginning 
(rf wisdom." Unhappy is it for our country, that the re- 
verse of this truth forms the maxim, by which so many - 
of OUT public men apparently govern their conduct. But 
what was the secret of the great strength of this moral 
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SampxHi? Since his death, cerlain letters to his sen 
have beea given to the press, and in these we find an 
answer to the inquiry. It appears, that while at the 
court of St. Petersburg, in 1811, he commenced a' series 
<tf letters to his absent child, on the study of the Bible — 
"the Divine revelation," as be called it. In these he 
remarks, " I have myself, for many years, made it a prac- 
tice to read through the Bible <moe every year. 1 have 
always endeavored to read it with the same spirit and 
temper of mind which I now recommend to you ; that is, 
with the intention and desire that it may contribute to 
my advancement in wisdom and virtue. My custom is, to 
read four or five chapters every morning, immediately 
after riung from my l>ed. It employs about half an hour 
of my time, and seems to me the most suitable manner of 
begimiing the day." The following advice to his son 
seems both indicative of hie own future course, and pro- 
phetic d its glorious termination : — " Never give way to 
the puBhes of impudence, wrong-headioess, or intracta- 
bility, wluch would lead or draw you aside from the dic- 
tates of yonr own conscience and your own sense of right. 
Till you die, let not your integrity depart from you. 
Build your house upon the rock, and then let the rains 
descend, and the flood come, and the wmds blow, and 
beat upon that house, h shall not fell. So promises your 
Messed Lord and Master." In a most wonderfnl manner 
was this promise fulfilled in his own case, even in the 
present world. But there is a day approaching, when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be laid open, and when every 
man shall come to judgment Then will those who have 
in this life pursued expediency in preference to duty, 
learn, when too late, that *' the wisdom of thb worM is 
fonlishneaw irith Qod," 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

WAR, AND THE MEANS or PBEVEimOIt. 

Wx have endeavored to give the reader some idea of tba 
THst amount of crime and misery resnlUng from our bos- 
tUities with Mexico ; yet those hostilities present but a 
faint image of war. All the American troops sent into 
Heiioo, will not number as many as have oft«n been killed 
and wounded in a single engHgement. Had all the bat- 
tles of the late war occurred nt the same lime, and on the 
same field, they would scarcely hare equalled a skirmiah 
between the outposts of two European armies. The total 
number of our troops officially reported to have been killed 
in battle, is less than two thousand ! If we would know the 
horrors of war, not as w^ed in andent times, when whole 
nations contended in arms, with heathen barbarity, but as ' 
waged within our own recollection, and by enlightened, 
cirilized, and christian people, let us contemplate the de- 
tmls of only three of a multitude of modern battles.* 
Jewa— engaged, 200,000 men ; killed ind wounded, 34,000 
Eyi^c '• 180,000 " " 50,000 

BoRDDUro " 265,000; 1,230 cannon in the field, 

25,000 killed, 68,000 wounded— 98,000 
Kap<^eon invaded Russia with 450,000 troops, of which 
number about 400,000 are supposed to have perished, 
only about 50,000 having returned to their native land. 
We shudder to reflect on the awful accumulated misery 
and crime necessarily resulting from such vast slaughter. 
• See AUboh. 
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Let it be also recollected that the horrors of the battle 
field, form but one item, oad that comparatively a small 
one, in the long catalogue of woes, inflicted by war upon 
the hiuaan race. The limits of the present chapter for- 
Ud us to dwell on the aoguish experienced by the friends 
and relatives of the killed and wounded — on the vast 
amouot extorted from the avails of labor to defray the 
expense of war — on the ruio and desolation which marie 
the track <it hottile armies, and the depravation of moraja 
engendered by the license and temptatJons connected with 
the nulibuy profession. Nor have we space to exhilnt 
the innefficirocy and uncert^ty of war, as a means of - 
defenee against injury, or as an instrument for enfonang 
josticc. But we ask the attention of the reader to a topte- 
seldom inveBligated, and yet pasEeBsing momentous inte- 
rMt — Ike folly and the eott of military preparatitm. 

Of all the false and hoary miudms by which mankind 
have been deluded, perhaps none has ever exerted such 
baneful influence on human happiness as that scrap of 
counterfdt wisdom, " In peace, prepare roa war." 
The proposed object of the counsel, is to prtierve peatt by 
being prepared to repel, and thereby to present aggrea^ 
uon. The reasoning is contradicted by the testimony of 
history and by the character of hiunan nature. No na- 
' tion was ever better prepared for war than France under 
Napoleon, and no nation was ever more fieroelv and vio- 
lently attacked ; and seldom has any nation been more 
humbled, compelled not only to receive a sovereign from 
the hands of her enemies, but to pay the expenses of a 
foreign army to whose custody she was consigned. Great 
military strength has no tendency to foster pacific dispo- 
sitions in its possessor. While the character of man re- 
mains unchanged, his cupidity, oppression, and injustice 
will ordinaiily be' proportioned to bis means of indv.lpng 
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them. Hence, in aH agea Uioae nations which have been 
die best prepared for wax, have drank most deeply .of its 
bloodj cup. If we eiamine the history oi Europe from 
1700, to the genemi peace in 18I&, we shall find that 
during the 1 1& years, 

Great Biit^ wu engs^ in war . e9 7«an. 

Enuia 68 <■ 

Fnuioe, ... . . 68 ■■ 

HolUod, , . . . » - 

PortngaJ 40 " 



Pride, arrogance, and tlw lust of conquMt, am tbs 
Datoral and bitter fniita of military prepatatioft— £irili 
btal to national peace and happineos. 

Strange as may seem the assertion, it is, we beiiev^ 
nerertbeleas true, that both Europe and America have 
expended more money in preparing for war, than in aetual 
hostiliUes. 
' In the old world, every important city was anciently 
walled and fortified, and even in our own days, we 
have seen the French people already burtbened with 
debt, lavishing millions in erecting a wall thirty miles in 
circumference around their Capital.* 

When we examine the eipeodituies made in time of 
peace for military preparation, we are astounded by the 
stupendous results, and can scarcely credit the testimony 
of offidal statements. 

* Thii work of prodigal tal\y hu been fslselj u«rib«d to the 
liit« Eingi it irns dem&ndad by th« liber&l or popular partr, 
under the leiuJership of Mr. Thiers. Tiio ReptAtic, instead of 
leaaeniDg tlie burctens of tho people, beve KCtuall;, altbough on- 
menaced bj a single Bute in Europe, incrcaled their muitary 
preparatiODB. On Ilie 1st December, 1848, the effectiTe fores of 
the French army amounted to 602,196 men, uid 100,432 harsei : 
aoA Co this iras added a large naTj, with betveen twent; and 
thk^ thonaand seamea. 
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The roUowiog facta are gleaned from a late En^iah 
Btntiatical work : * 

For the six ;eSTs eodiiig with 1836, the ajeiagt 
eipendtturea of the British OoTernnieat, «xc1d- 
give of pBijnieatB for interest on the national 
dsbt, WM iClT ,101,508 

Of this anm, there WW p^d on an BTerage, for the 
amj, nST;, uid ocilinanoe,t .... 12,714,289 

I>e»Ting an BTersge annual amanut eipenditnre 
broirilpnTpoaei, ofonlj 4,887^19 

It thus appears that the annual payments for militaiy 
preporatiotu during tfaia period, were no less than Kvmty- 
;fitur per cent, of the cnrrent expenses of the Qovcmment, 
exoluuve of £28,674,829, the yearly interest on the war 
debtit 

The Budget, for 1848, contained the following esti- 
mates, viz: 

Armj £7,5«).405 

Navy 8,018,878 

OrdiiuuMS, . . 2,M7,BS9 



One would have thought that this enormous sum wns 
qmte enough to extort from the people of England in a 
«ngle year for preparation for future and unseen hostili- 
ties. But no. The Duke of Wellington, in his specula- 
tJoos on steam navigation, suddenly conceived the idea, 
that a French army might, in an nnexpept^d moment, be 
landed upon the British shores from a fleet of steamboats. 
A panic seized the venerable chief, and be trembled for 

, Vol. ii. 

ra, from some came, was unasa- 
The total outlay on army, navy, and ordinance, 
■ince me peace of IBIS, to the year ending Qlh January, 1818, 
is £484,281,986. being na annaal average of £16.444,749. The 
Mtual poymenta fbr military preparation, during the year 1847, 
amounted to £18,603,140 ! See tract published by (lie " Edin- 
bnrg Piniincial Bfrorm A«!»Jciation." 
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the permanency of the Empire. The coasts of England 
might immediately to be fortified, and a large home army 
ought to be forthwith organized and maintained, to fight 
the French whenever and wherever they might land from 
their bteamers. The construction of the forts would uf 
course furnish fat jobs for ionumerable contractors, and thu 
home army would supply younger sons with commissionB, 
rank, and emolument. No wonder that multitudes of 
patriotic Englishmen were found to favor the insane pro- 
ject. The ministers, it ia believed, were deterred from 
recommending the Duke's plan to Parliament, only by th« 
sturdy oppodtion of the friends of peace. 

A few years since, it was computed that the cost of the 
military peace establishments of the following Powers, was 
in the ratio named to the whole expenditure of the seve- 
ral Oovenunents, exclusive of payments on account of 
. debt, viz. : 

Aaatria, as S3 per oeut, 

Franoe, „ 36 per oent. 

PmsuK, „ 44 per cent. 

Orest Britain, „ T4 per cent. 

We are fond of comparing our own republican frugality 
with monarchical prodigality. National vanity, like 
charity, covers not only a multitude of sins, but also a 
multitude of follies. The aveiage expenditure of the 
Federal Government, for the six years, ending with 1840, 
exclusive of pat/metiU on account of debt, was $20,474,892. 
During the same years, the average payments for 
military and naval purposes, were $21,328,903. Being 
EiQHTi' FEK OBHT. of the whols amouut ! A greater 
ratio than la expended by .any monarchy in Europe, in 
preparing for war.* 

* It is true, that daring a portion of these six years, ve wers 
fighting a few SemiDole Indisiu in Florida. If, then, we take the 
■II yeara, ending with IS86, a time of proround peaoe, the Tstlo 
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It is with diCGcnUy we con give our oaaent to the aceu- 
iscy of such amazing dUclosurea ; and yet our Bcepticiam 
will vanish when we consider that fortifications, batracka, 
Btore-bouses, arms, ammunition, and ships of war are all 
mostly coDBtructed in time of peace. But tliis is not alL 
Uen are also to be trained and instructed in the art of 
human slaoghter, and kept ready lo put in practice at a 
moment's warning, the lessons they have recdred. 

In 1838, a time of general peace, the standii^ armies 
of Enrope were estimated at 2,265,S00 men.* If to the 
pay of those men, we add the cost of their food, clothes, 
lodging, and of the arms, ammunitioii, barracks, &&, with 
which IJiey were foinished, and the value of their labor 
wluch is lost to the Cbmmunity, we shall not exaggerate 
thdr expense to the State when we estimate it at $S00 a 
man, making the sum total of 11,132,750,000, an amount 
the mmd cannot realize. But before we give vent lo our 
mdignation agmnet Kings and Emperors for thus squan- 
dering the earnings of their subjecta, let us once more 
look at home. Our young Republic, from the moment of 
her birth, has scarcely had a hostile neighbor. For about 
two years, Canada on the north, and for the same time, 
Ueiico on the south, hare been in a belligerent portion 
towards us. Bounded for the most part by the ocean, 
and by interminable- forests, wo have had little to few 
from invasion; and never, except in the war of 1812, 
has a hostile foot, other than that of a esvn^ pressed 
OUT soil. Yet with all our professions of economy, we 
have pursued the system of military preparation, aft«r a 
royal fashion. Smce the commencement of the Federal 
Government to the beginning of 1848, independent of 

is icveni^seixn per cent, , %&\\ rrtaivt itian that of Great Britain. 
St Americaii ilmanacfor 1646. pagt 148. 
• ntJmtn PotiUqia Jv aide, by M. Adrien BalU. *• 



t, Google 



tbe prodigious cost of arming and tnuning the militia, 
there have been paid from the national treasarj — 

For tbe Arm; sad FortiSoftUans, - - $866,713,209 
For the Sktj, and its op«rktioiu, - - 200,9D4,42S 



«676,707.68T 

Here we have half a billion of dollara taken from the 

pe<^>le, with their own consent, for the purpose of bong 

ready for war! To this immense sum may be added 

$61,169,634, expended in military pensions. 

Were the money lavished in military preparation 
annihilated, all the mines in the world could not sup- 
ply the reij^u^te treasure. It ia not annihilated, but 
it is wasted — that is, it is given for what yields no retnm 
of comfort and happiness to the nation at large. Let us 
Bnppoee that the two millions of soldiers m^ntaiaed in 
Europe, in 1826, had been employed at ordinary wages 
in building pyramids. Surely, none would deny that 
the money expended in raiang structures so utterly 
worthless, was profligately wasted ; and none will question 
that the people would have had good cause to rise in re- 
bellion against rulers who robbed them of the fruits of 
their labor, for purposes so v^n and ridiculous. Yet the 
treasures lavished on such piles, would have been far 
less in amount, and expended in a munner far loss in- 
jurions to the public morals and happiness, than the 
money squandered on the annies. 

M. Bouvct, in a recent speech in the French Assembly, 
remarking on the appropriaUon of 583 milhons for the 
army and navy, about one-third of the whole estimate, 
well observed ; " I cannot convey to you my sense of the 
irrational distribution of our resources, when I observe 
how comparatively unimportant we deem the cleraonta of 
intelligence and pubUc prosperity which is indicated by 
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our budgets of instruction, commerce, and agriculture, 
amounting altogether to hardly tbirty-siz millions ! What 
flhould you think of the father of b. family, nho posseasing 
an income of 15,000 francs, should expend 5,000 in arma 
and horses, nhile he only appropriated 3(^0 francs to the 
instructioQ of hia children and the improvement of bis 
estate ? War, founded oa force and restraint, is contmry 
to liberty. Wbt, enabling the strong to triumph over the 
weak, is contrary to equality. War, shattering the law of 
love, which unites individuals and communities, is con- 
trary ta frateniiy. Thus the Republic, t« be consistent 
mth its own constitution, ought henceforth to endeavor to 
suppress the military system, and to substitute for it an 
inttmational juritdietitm. Such an object is so honest, so 
generous, so important to the public welfare, that France 
need not blush to make it the principal dm of its political 
esistence." 

The desire expressed by M. Bouvet, that international 
jurisdicUon may be substituted for the military system, 
will find a cordial response in the breast of every true 
patriot, of every fwthful disciple of the Phince of Pbacb. 
But what would be a practicable and safe and proper inter- 
national jurisdiction ? A " congress of nations," con- 
sisting of deputies from various States, and forming a 
court for the settlement of ■ controverBies arising between 
their several governments, has been proposed. However 
excellent such a tribunal may be in theory, and however 
useful it may hereafter be in practice, it cannot be dis- 
guised, that formidable difficulties oppose its speedy 
organization. Paci6c sentiments must ex tenuvely prevail, 
before governments will be disposed to enter into such on 
arrangement ; and the erection of such a tribunal must 
necmaarily be preceded by tediova n^otiationB resp«et- 
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mg the relative representation in tbe Congress, and the 
powers nich nhich it should be entrusted. Id the mean 
time, the military system would be continued, and its 
very contindance would render more difficult and distant 
the establishment of the Congress. 

Happily there is a mode of " intematiooal jurisdiction," 
more umple, speedy, and practicable, and of which any 
two nations may al any time avail themselves, without 
waiting for the co-operaUon of others. This mode is 
faintly shadowed forth in our late treaty with Mexico, but 



" Which kaep the worf of promise to the ear, 
And break it to the hope." 
Xhe 2Ist Article is as follows : " If unhappily any dis- 
agreement should hereafter arise between the Govern- 
ments of the two Republics, whether with respect to the 
interpretation of any stipulation in this treaty, or with 
reepect to any other particular concerning the political or 
commercial relations of the two nations, the said Govern- 
menis, in the name of those nations, do promise to each 
other, that they will endeavor in the most sincere and 
oamEtst manner, to settie the differences so arising, and to 
preserve the state of peace and friendship, in which the 
two countries are now placing themselves, using for thb 
end mutual representations and pacific negotiations ; and 
if by these means they should not be enabled to come to 
an agreement, a resort shall not on this account h€ had to 
reprisals, aggressions, or hostilities of any kind, by the 
one Republic against the other, until the Government of 
that which deems itself aggrieved, shall have matUTelt/ 
eoniidered, in the spirit of peace and good neighborship, 
whether it would not be better that such diOerence should 
be setUed by the arhitrUion of commissioners appointud 
oa each ude, or by ihat of « frisodly nation ; ud should 
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mob eoone be propowd hy cither party, it aitdt ba 
iKetdtd to by the other, un/eM deemed by it eltogetber 
incompatible with the nature of the diSerenca, or the oir- 
otttufltanees of the case." 

This atipulalion, it is obviona, amonnts to nothing more 
than an acknowledgment that tlure ii an equitable mode 
of preventing fature hostililaea, and a promiw to adopt it, 
unleaa either party shall think it more advantagana to 
tnist to the arbitraltaent of the sword. 

Had the reference to artntration been made imperative 
instead of discretionary, the treaty of peace wonld hava 
done much to atone ior the Imqnity of the war. It would 
hava secured Mexico from future spoliation, and by gnar- 
antenng our own rights, would have removed all pretext 
for Kulitary preparation on our Hexican frontier ; and it 
wonld, moreover, have «et a glorious example of a victori* 
ous people debarring themselves from future conqueeta, 
and have taught the wcvld how ite swords might be 
beaten into plougluharas, and ita apears into pntmi^ 
hooks. 

Let 08 suppoee that instead of this qmbbUng, ^offlii^, 
non-committal Article, the following had been substituted 
ft* it. 

" It ia agreed between the contracting parties, that, if 
unhappily any conlroveniy shall arise between them, in 
respect to the true intent of any stipulation in this beaty, 
or in respect to any other matter, which controversy can- 
not be satia&ctorily adjosted by negotiation, ndtber portf 
shall resort to hoatilides ^^ainst the other, but the matter 
in dispute sludl, by a special convention, be submitted to 
the arbitrament of some friendly power ; and the parties 
do hereby i^ree to alnde by th$ award which may be 
pren in pursuance of such snbmisnon." 

To each an Article, what valid objecIi<m cftn be oSued t 
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The raferene« would be nude onlj- after negotiation had 
fiiled, of course it would be t^e alternative of wab. 
Now whatever might be the award, each party would be 
the gMnei, for each would be saved the expenditure of 
blood and treasure. The successful party would establish 
his claims without cost; and to the losing party, the 
remark of Franklin would be strictly appUcaUe : " What- 
ever advantage one nation wonld obtain of another, it 
would be cheaper to purchase such advantage with ready 
money, than to pay the expense of acquiring it by war." 

But it may be doubted by some, whether the award 
would be in accordance with justice. Why such a doubt ? 
Would an impartial disinterested umpire, selected or agreed 
to by ourselves, and with the gaze of the world fixed upon 
him, be less able, or less inclined, to nadersland and deter- 
mine the merits of the question Bubmitl«d to him, than 
the Government of Mexico, or of our own country smarting 
under the irritation of re^ or imaginary wrong, seeldng 
popularity by a show of pabiotism and senulslity to 
natvnial honor, and goaded on by politicians seeking for 
office, and by needy adventurers ei^r for the commis- 
sions, coffltracte, and spoils of war ? The people at large 
have no interest in war ; on the contrary, it is upon them 
its burdens press and its calamities EeUI. 

We have seen how crushing is the weight of wor-toies 
npon the multitude ; and yet they seem, for the most port, 
utterly ignorant of the true cause of their poverty and 
wretchedness. Deluded by demagogues, they ascribe 
thor sufferings to kings, and nobles, and priests, but 
vendor a willing homage to boldibrs, who are in fiaot 
their real c^preeeorB. The French people restless nnd«r 
the burthen of 'taxation, drove their monarch into ezil^ 
and toang in thdr own hands the rdns of Oovmiment, 
immediately enlarged then- ariny, and have thus swelled 
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their taxes beyond what they were under the monarchy. 
The suffering masses of England cry aloud agunst th« 
political institutions of their country, and seek relief in 
annual parliaments, vote by ballot, &c., apparently uncon- 
Buous that they are pressed to the earth by vxtr axd milt- 
tary preparation. Let them rid themselves of these 
pbtgues, and their taxes for the support of the Govern- 
ment, including all the appropriations for the nuunt«nanca 
of royalty in all its splendor, would be so trivial as to be 
scarcely perceptible. Does this statement excite the smile 
oi bcredulity 1 We appeal to facta. 

The average expenditure of the Britiah Qovern- 
Di<n( for the six jtu» ending with IS86, in- 
clading intereBt on the NBtianBl-l>«bt, ww JiKfiViiN 

Now pf this immense sum, there was psid for 
the civil expenses of the Qoverament, odIj 4,887,314 



- je41 ,289,148 
Here we have disclosed the secret agent of those 
mighty upheavtngs which are causing the pohtical world 
to reel to and fro like a drunken man. Men are wasting 
their lives and energies in toil, yet eat not the fruit of 
their labor, for it is wrested from them and offered on the 
altar of Moloch. Yet they perceive not the hand that 
robs them ; and vainly attribute their poverty to defective 
polilJcal institutions. Hence, revolution follows revolution 
in rapid succession, Uke the waves of a troubled sea, but 
no relief is found. Agriculture is interrupted, commerce 
droops, industry is paralyzed, and soldiers and taxes are 
multiplied. Mexico, our own country, and France, bear 
witness that monarcha and nobles are not the eiclnnve 
devotees of war. Under all foims of Government hare 
the weftlth, the morals and the happiness <tf the people 
been sacrificed irith their own consent, to th«r own lasane 
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admiration of glory, and their own foolish idea of the 
necessity of military preparatioD. 

Let, theo, the friends of human progress and of public 
peace, of happiness, and virtue, the patriot and the Christ- 
ian, all unite in one loud and unceasing demand, for trea- 
ties of arbitration. In tliis bl'^sed reform any nation may 
take the lead ; would that our'owti had seized the oppor- 
tunity offered by the recent ncgotjatjon ! Let Congress 
by a joint resolution, express its desire that an arbitration 
clause shall be inserted in all our future treaties, and the 
grtat nork will be commenced. Such a resolution, would 
be like the first beams of light breaking upon the darkness 
ai tu] ) unto the perfect 

day, mists of military 

gl<xy md joy, and abun- 

dant of our (Vstracted 

woAi 
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